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“How this Paper Works” 
 
The response to the previous issue (premiere edition) 

was overwhelming. Many emails on how different a 
country we live in as viewed by real people who live 

each day seeing and hearing things that many take for 
granted or ignore. Too often in the past all we hear 
and see is packaged news that masquerades as free 

speech when in reality it is simply the views those who 
want the truth skewed to their way of thinking or how 

they think others should be told about the world 
around them. Worst yet is how people in general just 
accept this situation without making it known they 

would rather view the truth in its harsh reality rather 
than the carefully crafted stories coming from the 
mainstream media every day of every year without 

fail. No matter where you look, most of the media plays 
games with how the news they supposedly purports to 

be truth as it happens is actually what happened. 
Most of the time the only way the truth is seen as it 
“unfolds” is when unedited footage of a particular 

incident is broadcast without the privilege of being 
edited and “packaged” first for distribution. How many 

people who saw the raw footage of the Cleveland 
kidnappings as the story broke in 2013 didn’t 
appreciate that this was real life playing out on their 

television or computer screens presently—real and 
without professional polishing? Or how about Hurricane 
Katrina, the Boston Bombing, 9/11, the rescue of 

stranded villagers at Mount Sinjar in Kurdistan or the 
Hong Kong Protests in China? The footage of these 

events was 100% riveting. And why was this so? 
Simple—it was broadcast as it unfolded rather than 
edited and then released. Edited material is nothing 

more than “photoshopped” editorials or video 
presented as truth but not really reality. Opinion 

America is by opinionated writers for people who want 
the truth as seen by others—rather than being given 
no choice in how stories are presented. Whether 

someone reading wants to accept what they read by 
others is their own business—but at least they have 
that choice, knowing ahead of time the story is from 

someone’s point of view—rather than being told it’s the 
truth—no ands ifs or buts as is the case today. 

All news (print & video) today amounts to nothing 
more than opinions anyway—so why not just state that 
beforehand and let viewers choose what they’re seeing 

or reading is true—or a corporation’s view—whether 
actual reality or purposely packaged to confuse? 
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Our World 
 

 

People Need to Face Reality and 
See Truth for What it Is 

 

Emailed from St. Thomas, United States Virgin Islands—January 2015 

 

I think from reading your paper there is a need for 

editorials willing to say it like it is—rather than hope no 

one is going to notice major dismal changes taking 

place in society. So much of what I read was new to 

what I usually see continuously in print. But all of it is 

true nevertheless when you focus and admit there are 

things in our society that needs improving. By contrast 

we spend so much time condemning other countries 

for their behavior toward their people but yet we never 

can see past our own noses to what we need and 

should fix before we start sticking our two cents input 

in world affairs. A lot of talk was paid recently to 

possibly opening contact with Cuba. Endlessly the 

media made points about how wrong this move was on 

our part given how people in Cuba are treated by the 

Communist regime in power. And granted the human 

rights violations there are high—no reason to pretend 

otherwise—but wait a second here—what about our 

record for how people are treated in this country? 

In St. Thomas—like in any other state—the goal—the 

only goal seems to be making money at the expense of 

others. How many of the stores on Main Street rip off 

unsuspecting tourists because they can—never once 

thinking that selling items way over their value isn’t a 

just sweet deal? And what about the politicians and 

police saying they’ve got everyone’s backs when they 

just look the other way whenever one of their own 

comes under scrutiny? The Virgin Islands is called 

“America’s Paradise” but is it? Not really—if the truth 

be known. So much crime goes unreported or unsolved 

because people just would rather stick their heads in 

the sand and pretend that in the last forty years crime 

hasn’t escalated in the Islands. And what about the 

fact that there’s been a rise in the cost of affordable 

real estate—which unless you have family that already 

owns land or marry into local families, your chance of 

acquiring real estate is slim to none except if you’ve 

got a bank account that rivals the fortune of the 

Vanderbilt family? And don’t get me started in how 

people here seem to spend more time wondering about 

other people’s personal lives that they can’t seem to 

get lives of their own despite thinking they have lives 

with no “issues” that other people can’t talk about? 

As a new year starts it would do both political parties 

good to stop pointing fingers at other countries for 

their reported dismal treatment of their citizens and 

wonder about our own citizens—starting with the large 

population of older Americans who worked so hard all 

their lives thinking they would retire comfortably only 

to find out they have so much bills since their pensions 

were eliminated because of corporate greed and now 

they have to choose between good health (having 

medical insurance) or living in a godforsaken hellhole 

masquerading as a retirement village because they 

can’t afford both. And let’s not pretend the growing 

homeless issue isn’t a problem—because it is. I see so 

many homeless here on the streets now it’s hard to 

imagine a time when seeing someone with a shopping 

cart was as rare as seeing lightning strike and split a 

tree down the middle. What is wrong with our country 

when we tell other countries how their treatment of 

their people is unjust only to ignore our own problems 

with our own people? Look at the crowed jails in our 

country and you need not wonder out loud if 

something is wrong with this sad picture—because 

something is. And while many who are locked-up are 

there because of their own stupidity—how many 

others, if they had something to look forward to would 

have had lives far different? It’s no secret the other 

countries like Russia, China, Cuba, Iraq, Syria, 

Pakistan, North Korea, & Egypt among many have 

major issues with how people are treated. But we, the 

United States aren’t blameless in how we treat our 

own either. There are so many different ways that we 

can go with helping others and returning this country 

back to what made it so great. But first we need to 

stop bitching about other people’s businesses in other 

countries that is really none of our concern regardless, 

since we wouldn’t like others telling us how to live our 

lives when in many cases we could use good advice 

from countries that have better records than ours, stop 

making note of anyone who isn’t Christian, acting like 

being Christian is the all end to end all when it leaves a 

lot to be desired given how hypocritical and intolerant 

most Christians are to their fellow citizens, stop 

ignoring reality while stubbornly refusing to admit 

there’s real problems with racism from all levels of 

society, and mostly stop political backbiting and learn 

to work together rather than assuming that forcing a 

particular way of thinking is the only way to go. 

So how about it—let’s start fixing the ills of our country 

before we whine on how others need to fix theirs? 
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NYPD—Not Mayor de 
Blasio is Responsible for 

the Murders of Two 
NYPD Officers—If 

They’d Been Doing 
Their Jobs As Expected 

None of This Would 
Have Happened—Let’s 

Face Facts—Time to 
Admit It and Stop 

Acting Like It’s Not True 
 

Emailed from San Francisco, California—January 2015 

 

So, I heard people reading my story in the previous 
issue had a cow over seeing facts in print for what they 
actually are, rather than what they wish was the 

“Disney” truth. Well, tough—everything I stated is 
100% true and can be backed up by whoever dares to 

take the time to check what I observed before penning 
my opinions to Opinion America. But can the cops say 
the same? Yeah, right. Time and time again the press 

(both local and nationwide) has made it look like police 
officers are always doing their jobs—with honesty and 

integrity—never using their positions for other means 
to benefit themselves with bad behavior. But that’s not 
actually true. So many police officers across the 

country have been caught in all sorts of obvious illegal 
activities over the last century it’s truly sad that these 
events are simply whitewashed away because most of 

those in the press just don’t want to face reality or 
better yet are paid to look the other way—either by 

police organizations or by their own bosses looking for 
favors from local police departments. Regardless facts 
can’t be changed or dreamed away. Today only 10% of 

all police officers follow rules as should be expected of 
those in such positions and can truly say they are 
honest and law-abiding citizens in every degree which 

most should expect from those who they employ. 
 

Unfortunately most police and sheriff organizations in 
the United States either are involved in some sort of 

illegal activity or know of those who are and keep quiet 
about it. And yes, like a person who is friends with a 

scummy drug dealer—and is assumed to be one as 
well—because of their association with such labeled 
street trash—either by the pubic or law enforcement 

types, surprise, surprise, the same deal applies to 
police officers (and should always apply without fail 
when needed) who knowingly are aware of criminal 

activity among their own but choose to remain silent 
(because of the famed code of silence among cops) 

while pretending to be respectful and honest. 
If you are doing something unethical (as stated 
previously) or know of a fellow officer who is 

committing a crime such as soliciting a prostitute, 
selling or buying drugs, taking bribes, raping, or 

participating in a murder then you are as guilty as 
those doing such deeds. Clearly the same gameplay is 
used against someone who is merely the getaway 

driver in a bank robbery. Regardless of not having 
participated directly, a getaway driver is just as guilty 
as those inside the bank because of simple association 

after the fact. A cop who breaks the law is nothing 
more than a petty criminal and should be treated as 

such. As is a cop who is aware of such behavior by a 
fellow cop and says nothing about it—and therefore is 
just as guilty of the same crime. More importantly a 

cop who thinks they are an honest law-abiding citizen 
despite covering for another cop or many is a criminal 
also. No one asks anyone to be a cop—and if someone 

wants to be a cop they should adhere to and follow all 
rules like everyone else and not assume they can do as 

they please because of their position—no exceptions. 
How many times in the past I’ve seen cops running red 
lights, “hitting” on prostitutes, buying and selling drugs, 

and beating up on someone simply because of their 
color? Facts don’t lie. A police officer who wants to play 

the righteous card should first look at their own 
shortcomings. And always be willing to wear a camera 
that they can’t turn off at will. Recently it was stated 

that police officers who were ordered to wear cameras 
refused. What reason could it be that they refused? 
How about they didn’t want to be seen on camera 

doing anything that might result in their arrest for 
unethical behavior unbecoming a police officer? Seems 

plausible enough to someone like me standing and 
noticing such behavior—especially since recently 
reported news stories stated many police officers had 

meltdowns when they realized they were being filmed 
by someone witnessing their behavior firsthand. In 

many of these cases they actually tried to confiscate 
the camera and delete the film or proceeded to arrest 
the person doing the filming on some trumped-up 

excuse just because they were upset they didn’t have 
the upper hand anymore despite the fact that public 
area filming is legal in every state across America. 
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And for anyone thinks I’m making this up, do yourself 
a favor, go on YouTube and type in “police bad 

behavior” see how many “real-time” videos exist from 
all across America—don’t say you weren’t warned. 

If the NYPD want to place blame on the murders of two 
of their own recently they need not look far from a 
mirror. They, not Mayor de Blasio is responsible for 

what happened—simply for the fact that had they been 
doing their job initially, ticketing Eric Garner for 
whatever crimes they thought he was doing, and not 

treating him like he was a sack of potatoes then none 
of this would have happened. Garner would still be 

alive and so would the two “allegedly honest” cops 
slain by the crazy cop killer in the aftermath of NYPD’s 
disgusting behavior. NYPD has shown a complete 

disregard for their jobs and whatever has been 
happening to them they deserve. Too many times 

people forget that every decision you make has a 
consequence—whether good or bad. And while I’m on 
that subject, let’s look at few recent events to prove a 

point to anyone who assumes this is just hot air. 
The 1999 Columbine school shooting would never have 
happened if teachers had acted and done something 

about the bullying going on at their school. Did they 
know such things were transpiring—like duh. And what 

about the parents—how could they not know their sons 
were collecting guns like someone collects stamps? 
And what about the bullies themselves—did they 

bother to think their behavior would come back at 
them in such a bad way? None of the above if you 
want to know the truth—the teachers didn’t care, the 

parents didn’t care enough about their children, and 
the bullies thought they were Gods. And look at the 

results—tragic—yet all preventable in every case—if 
only everyone took responsibility for their actions 
beforehand which clearly they didn’t. And should the 

school shooters be blamed too—absolutely. But only 
after the fact—as they couldn’t have done what they 

did if all the other situations mentioned previously had 
been handled or at least addressed righteously. 
The same deal plays out for Matthew Shepard, the gay 

teen who was killed in Laramie, Wyoming in 1998 by 
two strangers. The media played down the real issue 
but here it is—stated in its unvarnished reality. If 

Shepard had shown better judgment that night he’d be 
alive today. The two men who killed him wouldn’t have 

been able to do what they did had he not left the bar 
with them hoping for a threesome. It’s plain and 
simple—no use to pretend—he took a chance to have 

sex and it backfired. Is what the two men did any less 
wrong—no—but as stated before their actions occurred 

because Shepard triggered it—resulting in what took 
place. By the way this isn’t a gay issue as it was 
played to be—anyone who leaves a bar with a total 

stranger and finds out too late they’re in trouble has 
caused their own problems. Simply put, no one, repeat 
NO ONE should assume a hook-up with a total stranger 

from a bar will end good—seriously even thinking 
about it out loud should immediately make anyone 

think twice about doing something so stupid. 

Of course there are those out there (with mush for 
brains) who assume they know everything and 

therefore something this bad can’t (or won’t) ever 
happen to them—oh, tell that to Matthew Shepard. 

And for those still not convinced that one person’s 
behavior affects others—think drunk drivers. How 
many times has someone gotten behind the wheel 

while drunk and ended up plowing into a flood of 
people—sometimes killing one person or many in the 
aftermath simply because they were in denial they are 

a sad pathetic drunk? The consequence for what they 
did is not just about them or their bruised egos—more 

importantly what about those they killed—or the 
families who they brought grief upon? Good—hope this 
is hitting home for every selfish type who may be 

reading this—think before you act and in doing so it is 
guessed that many incidents such as those mentioned 

wouldn’t be a topic for discussion. But if this still isn’t 
enough to convince the “slow” types out there—think 
about the tragic events with ISIS. As a direct result of 

the Bush Administration quest to control oil fields in 
the Middle East—the United States triggered the birth 
of a new terrorist organization that plays nasty. Who’s 

the blame, them or us? Both—as our actions created 
the present problem—but their actions are theirs and 

they will be held accountable at some point in the near 
future. Or at least that is the assumed hope. 
So, in getting back to the NYPD and who’s really to 

blame for what happened to the two slain officers, they 
should hang their heads in shame—admit their 
responsibility for what they did to Eric Garner that led 

to the death of their fellow officers—and stop bitching 
like angry high schools girls. Fat chance that’ll be the 

deal—so when all is said and done with the NYPD 
they’ll go back to the same behavior—except this time 
much of their actions will be filmed and released 

publicly for everyone to see. And what will follow when 
police misbehavior in New York and elsewhere across 

the country are scrutinized by the public? Oh, that’s 
easy. Police officers will become targets by more and 
more individuals with axes to grind. And as before 

who’s responsible for the end results of such actions? 
Firstly, the police, and then those who take the law 
into their own hands—which is how issues like these 

always play out. Nevertheless with such preventable 
gameplay at stake will changes be made to reflect 

better sensibilities? Nope—everyone will continue to 
play the “they’re wrong not me” game and things will 
just become even more complicated in society. 

That said, no one has ever claimed the police (no 
matter the city) has an easy job—but they are 

taxpayer paid employees no matter how you look at 
it—and thinking they have no one to answer to but 
themselves as has been the case lately needs to be 

addressed. No city or state can function successfully if 
those employed to keep law and order play fast and 
loose with the rules when it serves their needs. Rules 

exist for a reason and everyone is expected to follow 
rules (even police officers) or suffer the consequences 

which may or may not lead to multiple tragedies. 
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Emailed from Nashville, Tennessee—January 2015 

 

Hey, due to massive complaints against police behavior across the 

country and lack of morals displayed by police departments—I think 

the below story I found recently [and emailing here to you to publish 
in Opinion America if you choose to] not only says it like it is but it 

offers a way for all police chiefs across the United States to take 

responsibility for their actions and the rebellious actions of their 

officers and stop blaming whatever issues of racism leveled against the 

police on those of racial backgrounds other than white—as well as to 

stop using excuses to justify bad behavior by all police officers which 
shouldn’t be tolerated since their paychecks are paid by taxpayers and 

therefore are accountable to the those taxpayers rather than acting 

otherwise as seen recently in the news—both print and video. 
 

Nashville Police Chief Shares 
Message, Responds to Questions 

 

Published in “The Tennessean” January 1, 2015 
 

Material below reprinted verbatim from the 
above-mentioned newspaper. 

Slight corrections in spelling and reformatting 
were made if necessary. 

 

Nashville Police Chief Steve Anderson posted the below 

message originally on the Metro Government of Nashville & 

Davidson County website this afternoon. Anderson shares a 

message to police officers and answers questions related to 

recent protests in Nashville and around the country. 
 

A Christmas Message for the MNPD from Chief 
Steve Anderson 12/26/2014 

 

To All Employees— 

It is the holiday season and this has been a good year. My 

sincere thanks for the work you do every day to make this a 

successful police department. The Nashville public is especially 

pleased with the work you do and has even more confidence 

in you as events have unfolded over the last few weeks. 

Over the last weeks, across the nation, and here in Nashville, 
we have witnessed many protests and demonstrations. Some 

of the demonstrations have been peaceful. Some have been 

violent, with significant property damage. Here in Nashville, 

persons have gathered to express their thoughts in a 

nonviolent manner. I thank all involved for the peaceful 

manner in which they have conducted themselves. 

I also thank you. As a member of the Metropolitan Nashville 

Police Department, you have responded to these events in a 

manner that clearly shows that this is a professional police 

department staffed by professional individuals who respect the 

points of view of all persons. Again, thank you for showing the 

Nashville public that, individually and collectively, they have a 

police department they can be proud of. Obviously, as you 

have come to know over your police career, not everyone will 

understand or agree with the manner in which we have 

responded during these demonstrations. In any endeavor we 

undertake, decisions should be made with a view toward 
producing the best outcome for all of Nashville. Our decisions 

must be made with this in the forefront. However, in that we 
work for the public, public opinion should be given 

consideration in the decision-making process in matters such 

as this. Overwhelmingly, in comments that have been directed 

to me, the public is supportive of your actions. Obviously, 

some have expressed disagreement. Most have stated their 

disapproval in a well-thought out and rational manner. Their 

thoughts should be respected and given consideration. 

However, as in any similar issue, there is a fringe, generally 

about 5 percent, on either end of the approval spectrum that 

have very strong views. It is readily apparent that their 

thought processes are driven, not by what has occurred during 

the demonstration, but more by the social positions taken by 

the demonstrators. Clearly, they are more angry at the 

thoughts expressed by the demonstrators than how the 

demonstrations are being conducted. While I respect their 

right to take that position, we cannot allow those views to be 

a part of our decision-making process. Decisions need to be 

made with a view toward what is best for all of Nashville. 
Below is my reply to one such email I received. I have 

removed the name and other identifying information from the 

email in order to respect the privacy of the individual. Again, 

the Nashville public is very proud of you and the work you 

have done over the last years. The confidence and support of 

the public is continually and loudly expressed to both me and 

the Mayor at any time we are out in the public. Thank you for 

making this a very impressive police department—another 

thing we can celebrate during this holiday season. 

I wish you and your family well during the holidays and I am 

predicting, thanks to the work that you do day in and day out, 

that we will have another very successful year. 
 

Note: This individual below who wrote the response to Steve Anderson 

obviously plays to the idea that only their opinion and rights are 

important and should be heard, but not so much for others with 

differing opinions, rights and beliefs. Free speech is for everyone 

(despite the view expressed) and not just a select few as seems to be 

this person’s hypocritical agenda. In other words with such clear 
narrow-minded mentality this person is clearly a closeted racist who 

does not think what happened in Ferguson Missouri is a real issue 

since in their view police actions were justified to protect white folks, 

but they, themselves would have no problem with having similar 

religious marches pushing their hypocritical views that jeopardize 
public safety as long as their views were heard and forced upon 

others—typical Fascist way of thinking—in order words a Republican. 
 

[Email Received] 
 

Chief Anderson, I wanted to send you this email to express 

my frustration and outrage at how the situation of these 

protesters is being handled in Nashville. The first night 

protesters marched here after the incidents in Ferguson they 

never should have been allowed to shut down the interstate. 
Instead of at least threatening to arrest them, they were 

served coffee and hot chocolate. I don’t feel that is an 
appropriate use of taxpayer dollars. It sends a message that 

they can do whatever they want and will be rewarded. Then, 

this past week, more protesters march around downtown for 3 

or more hours and once again, no arrests, and it took THP to 

keep them from getting on the interstate again. Saturday 

night, marching and “die ins” at Opry Mills Mall. How long are 

we going to allow these people to disrupt our city? 

I have a son who I have raised to respect police officers and 

other authority figures, but if he comes to me today and asks 

“Why are the police allowing this?” I wouldn’t have a good 

answer. If any other group of people wanted to march around 

the streets they would have to get a permit weeks or months 

in advance, and I know it’s not possible to get a permit to 

obstruct traffic and walk on the interstate. Please understand 
I am not trying to disrespect you or your department, I just 

want myself and my family to feel that our city is safe, and 

right now we don’t feel that way. Is this going to be allowed to 

continue until someone gets hurt? Protection of the city 

should be coming from MNPD, not THP. I also understand that 

you get direction from the Mayor’s office, but these actions 

are putting the department at disharmony from the majority of 

the citizens. At some point you are going to have to answer 
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this question to yourself—“Am I following or giving orders that 

help or hurt the community?” In closing, if these recent 

actions have been due to pressure from the Mayor’s office, 

please reach out to the people of Nashville, there are many 

who will gladly contact the Mayor’s office as well. 

 

[Reply to Email from Steve Anderson] 

 
While I certainly appreciate your offer to intercede on my 

behalf with our Mayor, you should know that the Mayor has 

not issued any order, directive or instruction on the matter 

with which you take issue. All decisions concerning the police 

department’s reaction to the recent demonstrations have 

been made within the police department and approved by me. 

Therefore, any reasons or rationale supporting your proposal 

as what would be the best approach for all of Nashville, and 

not just a method of utilizing the police department to enforce 

a personal agenda, should be directed to me. 

In that your thoughts deserve consideration, I will attempt to 

address some of the issues you have raised. Has 

consideration been given as to whether the response of the 

police department has “helped or hurt the community?” 

It is our view that every decision made within the police 

department should be made with the community in mind. 

Obviously, there are some matters in which we have no 

discretion. On matters in which we do have discretion, careful 
consideration is given as to the best course of action, always 

with the welfare of the general public in mind. 

That has been the consideration on this issue. Certainly, in 

comparing the outcome here in Nashville with what has 

occurred in some other cities, the results speak for 

themselves. I stand on the decisions that have been made. 
“These actions are putting the department at disharmony from 

the majority of the citizens.” While I don’t doubt that you 

sincerely believe that your thoughts represent the majority of 

citizens, I would ask you to consider the following before you 

chisel those thoughts in stone. As imperfect humans, we have 

a tendency to limit our association with other persons to those 

persons who are most like us. Unfortunately, there is even 

more of a human tendency to stay within our comfort zone by 

further narrowing those associations to those persons who 

share our thoughts and opinions. By doing this we can avoid 

giving consideration to thoughts and ideas different than our 

own. This would make us uncomfortable. By considering only 

the thoughts and ideas we are in agreement with, we stay in 

our comfort zone. Our own biases get reinforced and reflected 

back at us leaving no room for any opinion but our own. 

By doing this, we often convince ourselves that the majority of 

the world shares opinion and that anyone with another opinion 

is, obviously, wrong. It is only when we go outside that 

comfort zone, and subject ourselves to the discomfort of 

considering thoughts we don’t agree with, that we can make 

an informed judgment on any matter. We can still disagree 

and maintain our opinions, but we can now do so knowing 

that the issue has been given consideration from all four 

sides. Or, if we truly give fair consideration to all points of 

view, we may need to swallow our pride and amend our 

original thoughts. And, it is only by giving consideration to the 

thoughts of all persons, even those that disagree with us, that 

we can have an understanding as to what constitutes a 

majority. “I just want myself and my family to feel that our 

city is safe, and right now we don’t feel that way.” I have to 

admit, I am somewhat puzzled by this announcement. 

None of the demonstrators in this city have in any way 

exhibited any propensity for violence or indicated, even 

verbally, that they would harm anyone. I can understand how 

you may feel that your ideologies have been questioned but I 

am not aware of any occurrence that would give reason for 

someone to feel physically threatened. 

“I have a son who I have raised to respect police officers and 

other authority figures, but if he comes to me today and asks 

‘Why are the police allowing this?’ I wouldn’t have a good 

answer.” It is somewhat perplexing when children are injected 

into the conversation as an attempt to bolster a position or as 

an attempt to thwart the position of another. While this is not 

the type of conversation I ordinarily engage in, here are some 

thoughts you may find useful as you talk with your son. 

First, it is laudable that you are teaching your son respect for 

the police and other authority figures. However, a better 

lesson might be that it is the government the police serve that 

should be respected. The police are merely a representative of 

a government formed by the people for the people—for all 

people. Being respectful of the government would mean being 

respectful of all persons, no matter what their views. Later, it 

might be good to point out that the government needs to be, 

and is, somewhat flexible, especially in situations where there 

are minor violations of law. 
A government that had zero tolerance for even minor 

infractions would prove unworkable in short order. 

Although this is unlikely, given your zero tolerance stance, 

suppose that, by accident or perhaps inattention, you found 

yourself going 40 miles per hour in a 30 miles per hour zone 

and that you were stopped by a police officer. Then, after 

making assurances that licenses were in order and that there 

were no outstanding warrants, the officer asked you not to 

speed again and did not issue a citation, but merely sent you 

on your way. As you have suggested, a question may come to 

you from the backseat, “How can I respect the police if they 

will not enforce the law?” In the event this does occur, here 
are some facts that might help you answer that question. 

In the year 2013, our officers made over four hundred 

thousand vehicle stops, mostly for traffic violations. A citation 

was issued in only about one in six of those stops. Five of the 

six received warnings—this is the police exercising discretion 

for minor violations of the law. Few, if any, persons would 

argue that the police should have no discretion. This is an 

explanation you might give your son. Take into account, 

however, that the innocence of children can produce the most 

profound and probing questions. They often see the world in a 

very clear and precise manner, their eyes unclouded by the 

biases life gives us. This could produce the next question. “If 

you believe that the police should enforce the law at all times, 

why didn’t you insist that the officer write you a ticket?” I 

don’t have a suggestion as to how that should be answered. I 

do know, however, that this is a very diverse city. Nashville, 

and all of America, will be even more diverse when your son 

becomes an adult. Certainly, tolerance, respect and 

consideration for the views of all persons would be valuable 

attributes for him to take into adulthood. Thank you for taking 

the time to express your position on this matter. I assure that 

your thoughts will be given all due consideration. We will 

continue, however, to make decisions, on this and all matters, 

that take into account what is best for all of Nashville. 

 

Steve Anderson 
 

 

If all police chiefs, officers and other law enforcement types 
across the United States had this intelligent mentality maybe 
there wouldn’t be such noted widespread abuse and corruption 
among police departments and denials of wrongdoing. 
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Unethical 
Corporations Refuse 

to be Honest with 
Their Customers but 

Cry Foul When 
Slammed Online 

 

Emailed from San Diego, California—January 2015 

 

So everyone has been complaining how unethical large 
companies behave with their customers—acting like 

their concerns aren’t important—aren’t important 
enough to be handled by competent customer service 
reps—but rather are relegated to people sitting in 

stuffy cubicles reading from scripts that has wording 
that most don’t understand. Well, it’s no lie that most 

companies in America give zero relevance about what 
their consumers have to say. Some even flat-out show 
disdain or attitude when questioned about how things 

should be rather than how they are because the public 
refuses to force the issue. So many bad companies 
exist just to sponge money for inferior help. Well, since 

they think no one knows their deal, here are a few 
grievances about some of the top companies that exist 

currently. Target for example let hackers penetrate 
their databases and more importantly their customer 
credit card info files a while back not because they 

were unable to stop it but because they were more 
focused on saving money instead of protecting their 
customers’ credit info like was expected and then had 

the nerve to ask publicly why were they being targeted 
by lawyers for pending lawsuits? Even more outlandish 

is the fact anyone at Target with a brain should’ve 
figured out that they depend on customers for their 
livelihood and should treat credit info with the outmost 

respect. Of course this isn’t how they think and 
thought saving money on their customer’s backs was 

the better deal. Has Target learned from this debacle? 
Not a chance—despite their public statements after the 
fact. Bet you anything they’re still cutting corners 

every chance they get assuming what happened before 
can’t happen again. Surprise idiots—it’ll happen again 
only 100 times worse. And I assure you Target isn’t 

the only one with this thinkology. Sears, JC Penney, 
Walmart, Kmart, Macy’s, and Whole Food Market are 

just a few that practice this mindless ideology. 
Corporations with bad business practices are also on 
the loose all across America. Companies like Clearwire 

(which thankfully is closed) proudly excelled at having 
absolutely the worst customer service help ever. 

Calls to their reps for help with issues concerning 
Internet service would fall on deaf ears. The people 

they hired worked out of foreign countries and had no 
clue how to handle a crisis and would keep repeating 

the same words over and over—like a parrot—only 
more moronic. And if their foreign customer service 
help were ill-equipped to handle a crisis, the sales 

team at Clearwire made no effort to hide the fact they 
wanted your business but couldn’t care less about 
being honest about how lacking their services were. 

They routinely lied also about the Clearwire policy of 
throttling your account if you ran afoul of their 

“services.” Needless to say they were taken to court in 
a landmark class-action lawsuit which resulted in their 
corporation being sold off like useless trash in 2013. 

Of course other smaller companies that had really 
sorry customer service and business practices are over 

and done with as well. Like who remembers good 
customer service from Circuit City, Tower Records, 
Borders, Blockbuster Video, or Crown Books? A 

company that forgets who really pays their bills ends 
up closed. Bad service results sooner or later in 
business being directed elsewhere. How many times 

did you go into a Blockbuster Video only to find the 
staff was indifferent to helping you—because of 

rudeness as well as not knowing how to find anything 
since they knew nothing about movies? Were the 
employees to blame entirely—no—the blame falls on 

the upper management of Blockbuster Video who 
refused to pay more qualified older people who knew 
about movies to work at their stores—instead relying 

on the cheap labor high school students provided only 
to be hit with the reality that cheaper isn’t always 

better with maintaining a strong customer base 
through quality customer service formed through years 
of experience with dealing with a demanding public. Of 

course these same types of corporate idiots in the 
upper management of these companies refused to 

address this issue accordingly, preferring to act like 
they knew it all when it came to what their faults are. 
And companies like Malwarebytes, Ocean Spray, AMD, 

Hewlett-Packard (HP), Hulu, and Verizon seem to want 
to push the envelope even further when it comes to 
seeing how rude and indifferent they can be with 

someone who has a concern that needs addressing 
ASAP. Malwarebytes produces what they call “quality 

anti-virus software” but it’s actually useless and a 
waste of money because the minute you buy the paid 
version it stops working. Forget calling their offices. 

They have no direct line and if you are lucky enough to 
get past all their fake addresses, you’ll be bombarded 

with rude behavior and patronizing comments about 
how “it’s you not them” that is the problem. They will 
also charge your credit card endlessly claiming 

ignorance when confronted. And if that’s not bad 
enough their so-called “anti-virus” software actually 
creates malware instead of getting rid of them like 

they claim. These jerks really need a huge class-action 
lawsuit brought against them soon—one that’ll put 

them on the streets where they belong—broke and 
unemployed with no money—not even a nickel. 
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Now how about Ocean Spray—you know, the juice 
company. While they do make good juices, they have 

been overpricing their items for years now and to 
make matters worse they’ve reduced the size of their 

products but kept prices the same. Is this a smart 
move with so much competition? I think not. And calls 
to their customer service people were met with rude 

behavior heading into the “terrible attitude” area no 
company wants their people to go if they really care 
about how the public sees them. Yet this seems to be 

the new rule with companies today who think rude 
behavior is how to handle a customer’s valid issues. 

AMD is another crooked company existing to pocket as 
much money as they can from unsuspecting 
consumers while selling inferior products. AMD short 

for Advanced Micro Devices is “a poor man’s wish they 
were Intel” company. These jerks manufacture a lower 

grade product similar to Intel and then think they’re 
doing people a favor by having their crappy equipment 
force the prices down on new computers. The key is to 

look at the prices. Any product with AMD installed will 
be cheaper than their Intel counterpart—and for good 
reason. Most computers with AMD break down within 

two months and in some cases like mine (1½ days) 
which when I called them, they refused to address the 

issue and displayed such rude behavior I was amazed 
they had a company in the first place. All later calls 
ended the same way each time I tried. Eventually 

looking on the Internet I found massive complaints. 
These jerks aren’t even BBB accredited, yet they 
continue to masquerade as if they have an inkling of 

what a good product should be about. Best advice to 
anyone buying a new computer—always look at the 

computer before you buy it. If you see the AMD sticker 
on it, skip buying it no matter how much cheaper it is 
than one with Intel. You get what you pay for when it 

comes to AMD—which amounts to a “goose egg.” 
Hewlett-Packard (HP) is yet another company that 

manufactures under-achieving computers while trying 
to compete with better computer manufacturers like 
Toshiba. They routinely refurbishes “new” computers 

using parts from old computers that had viruses or 
some other damaging effect occurring inside its 
compartments causing it to fail. Yet rather than let this 

fact be known HP never admits to the public they 
might be buying a “used” computer. Of course when 

problems occur HP claims ignorance and proceeds with 
a barrage of rude behavior from their customer service 
people and other assorted staff denying any 

wrongdoing—instead choosing to blame the customer 
for whatever problems that exist with their computers. 

HP may make decent printers and scanners—but to 
date hasn’t made a decent computer that compares to 
those of their rivals. Maybe they should take a page 

out of the book of their main rival in the electronics 
field—Panasonic. Panasonic makes excellent electronic 
items but not so much when it came to video tapes 

and CDs—luckily they’ve realized their error and 
moved away from those types of items. HP needs to 

leave the computer division of their business to others 
who can do better work—say, Toshiba for instance. 

Hulu is another company that needs a desperate 
overhaul. Though many of their services are free, they 

exhibit poor quality when it comes to issues with their 
free online product which depends on commercials to 

pay for them—commercials that rely on customers by 
the way—the same customers who patronize Hulu 
expecting something for their time and not the endless 

delays that seems to occur because of streaming issue 
which Hulu refuses to admit exists. For those not in the 
know Hulu is an online video streaming service that 

streams TV shows and movies for free or with a paid 
service. Unlike the free streaming services from CBS, 

ABC, or NBC—the streaming service from Hulu leaves 
a lot to be desired because of the constant issues it 
has with their shows buffering repeatedly or outright 

shutting down because of how they programmed it to 
stream. Reported calls by viewers throughout a period 

of a year concerning similar issues with a particular 
show were made—but the answer was always the 
same as far as they were concerned. The viewer’s 

computer was to blame. Which isn’t accurate since that 
might happen to one or two viewers but how likely is 
that for 10 or 20 people watching the same show over 

a period of a month or so? No likely is the answer—yet 
Hulu ignored complaints—making calling them seem 

like a waste of time. And for the record if the problem 
lay on the side of the viewer how come the streams 
from CBS for example is flawless? The reality of the 

situation is they refuse to fix these issues because it’s 
cheaper to ignore problems than admit to them. 
And last but not least on the list of company-slamming 

is Verizon. This company purports to have the best 
service available for cell phones usage. Well, not so 

fast with that false advertising gimmick. Verizon has 
no direct customer service number—unless you 
consider a posted number that keeps looping and 

continues to cut off on you so you can’t get through. 
Oh yeah, when it comes to really bad service Verizon 

has cornered the market 100%. Their deal is they have 
service to the entire country—except of course they 
only mean the “lower” 48 states with different deals on 

Alaska, Puerto Rico, and the U. S. Virgin Islands 
claiming these are international locations. Hey, last 
time I checked Puerto Rico and the U. S. Virgin Islands 

was part of the U. S. and isn’t considered in the same 
league as Canada or Europe which Verizon considers 

them to be. Their staff knowingly will mislead you and 
tell you what you want to hear and once confronted 
after the deal goes sour will cop an attitude—making it 

look like whatever went down was your fault. Their 
online help goes nowhere as well since after you finally 

reach someone “live” after trying so many buttons that 
your fingers are numb with over-usage all you’ll get is 
the same scripted lies over and over passing as truth. 

And why does Verizon lie so blatantly about their 
“fake” services—oh, it’s simple—they want to “play 
ball” with A T & T. Which they’ll never be able to since 

A T & T (which isn’t perfect either but at least admits 
it) has much better customer service team and make 

an actual effort to help you with an issue rather than 
make you wish you hadn’t called to “bother” them. 
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The excerpt below is taken from the 1912 memoir Loss of the SS Titanic by Lawrence Beesley—one of the 

survivors. This book is available from an online public library which opened on October 5, 2014. To obtain a 

complete version of this book on PDF please visit www.nancyhankslincolnpubliclibrary.com for a copy. 
 

 

The history of the RMS Titanic, of the White Star Line, is one of the most tragically short it is possible 
to conceive. The world had waited expectantly for its launching and again for its sailing; had read 
accounts of its tremendous size and its unexampled completeness and luxury; had felt it a matter of 
the greatest satisfaction that such a comfortable, and above all such a safe boat had been designed 

and built—the “unsinkable lifeboat”—and then in a moment to hear that it had gone to the bottom as 
if it had been the veriest tramp steamer of a few hundred tons; and with it fifteen hundred 
passengers, some of them known the world over! The improbability of such a thing ever happening 
was what staggered humanity. If its history had to be written in a single paragraph it would be 

somewhat as follows: 

° °

Such is the record of the Titanic, the largest ship the world had ever seen—she was three inches 

longer than the Olympic and one thousand tons more in gross tonnage—and her end was the 
greatest maritime disaster known. The whole civilized world was stirred to its depths when the full 
extent of loss of life was learned, and it has not yet recovered from the shock. And that is without 
doubt a good thing. It should not recover from it until the possibility of such a disaster occurring 

again has been utterly removed from human society, whether by separate legislation in different 
countries or by international agreement. No living person should seek to dwell in thought for one 
moment on such a disaster except in the endeavor to glean from it knowledge that will be of profit to 
the whole world in the future. When such knowledge is practically applied in the construction, 
equipment, and navigation of passenger steamers—and not until then—will be the time to cease to 

think of the Titanic disaster and of the hundreds of men and women so needlessly sacrificed. 
A few words on the ship’s construction and equipment will be necessary in order to make clear many 
points that arise in the course of this book. A few figures have been added which it is hoped will help 
the reader to follow events more closely than he otherwise could. 

The considerations that inspired the builders to design the Titanic on the lines on which she was 
constructed were those of speed, weight of displacement, passenger and cargo accommodation. High 
speed is very expensive, because the initial cost of the necessary powerful machinery is enormous, 
the running expenses entailed very heavy, and passenger and cargo accommodation have to be fined 

down to make the resistance through the water as little as possible and to keep the weight down. 
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An increase in size brings a builder at once into conflict with the question of dock and harbor 
accommodation at the ports she will touch: if her total displacement is very great while the lines are 
kept slender for speed, the draught limit may be exceeded. The Titanic, therefore, was built on 

broader lines than the ocean racers, increasing the total displacement; but because of the broader 
build, she was able to keep within the draught limit at each port she visited. 
At the same time she was able to accommodate more passengers and cargo, and thereby increase 
largely her earning capacity. The vessel when completed was 883 feet long, 92½ feet broad; her 

height from keel to bridge was 104 feet. She had 8 steel decks, a cellular double bottom, 5¼ feet 
through (the inner and outer “skins” so-called), and with bilge keels projecting 2 feet for 300 feet of 
her length amidships. These latter were intended to lessen the tendency to roll in a sea; they no 
doubt did so very well, but, as it happened, they proved to be a weakness, for this was the first 

portion of the ship touched by the iceberg and it has been suggested that the keels were forced 
inwards by the collision and made the work of smashing in the two “skins” a more simple matter. 
Not that the final result would have been any different. Her machinery was an expression of the 
latest progress in marine engineering, being a combination of reciprocating engines with Parsons’s 

low-pressure turbine engine,—a combination which gives increased power with the same steam 
consumption, an advance on the use of reciprocating engines alone. The reciprocating engines drove 
the wing-propellers and the turbine a mid-propeller, making her a triple-screw vessel. 
To drive these engines she had 29 enormous boilers and 159 furnaces. Three elliptical funnels, 24 
feet 6 inches in the widest diameter, took away smoke and water gases; the fourth one was a 

dummy for ventilation. She was fitted with 16 lifeboats 30 feet long, swung on davits of the Welin 
double-acting type. These davits are specially designed for dealing with two, and, where necessary, 
three, sets of lifeboats—i.e., 48 altogether; more than enough to have saved every soul—on board 
on night of the collision. She was divided into 16 compartments by 15 transverse watertight 

bulkheads reaching from the double bottom to the upper deck in the forward end and to the saloon 
deck in the after end, in both cases well-above the water line. 
Communication between the engine rooms and boiler rooms was through watertight doors, which 
could all be closed instantly from the captain’s bridge: a single switch, controlling powerful 

electromagnets, operated them. They could also be closed by hand with a lever, and in case the floor 
below them was flooded by accident, a float underneath the flooring shut them automatically. These 
compartments were so designed that if the two largest were flooded with water—a most unlikely 
contingency in the ordinary way—the ship would still be quite safe. 

Of course, more than two were flooded the night of the collision, but exactly how many is not yet 
thoroughly established. Her crew had a complement of 860, made up of 475 stewards, cooks, etc., 
320 engineers, and 65 engaged in her navigation. The machinery and equipment of the Titanic was 
the finest obtainable and represented the last word in marine construction. 
All her structure was of steel, of a weight, size, and thickness greater than that of any ship yet 

known: the girders, beams, bulkheads, and floors all of exceptional strength. It would hardly seem 
necessary to mention this, were it not that there is an impression among a portion of the general 
public that the provision of Turkish baths, gymnasiums, and other so-called luxuries involved a 
sacrifice of some more essential things, the absence of which was responsible for the loss of so many 

lives. But this is quite an erroneous impression. All these things were an additional provision for the 
comfort and convenience of passengers, and there is no more reason why they should not be 
provided on these ships than in a large hotel. There were places on the Titanic’s deck where more 
boats and rafts could have been stored without sacrificing these things. 
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Life & Times 
 

 

Los Angeles Diary 
Part 2 

 

© 2013 Street Beat News 

 

Note: This is a real-life diary. For the record, the events mentioned 

in this diary occurred several years ago in 2008 and 2009. Remaining 

parts will be serialized in future issues of Opinion America. 

 
November 16—I feel so alone. Today wasn’t easy 
on me being shut off at Nicholas Canyon Beach 
with nothing to do and no one to talk to. Though 

this was my idea it has been hard. I’ve been 
thinking about food and can’t shake the thoughts 
that swirl constantly through my mind. As the 
hours went by my thoughts increased about 

certain types of food and eventually it became 
too much to bear—and though I knew it would be 
a mistake I trekked back to Trancas State Beach 
and visited a little grocery store situated across 

from the beach. I didn’t buy anything but seeing 
the food made me feel better but unfortunately 
started ideas swirling in my head about maybe 
trying again after so much disappointment had 
crippled the hopes I had recently. 

Once I made my way back to Nicholas Canyon 
Beach I spent the afternoon near the picnic 
tables just staring out to sea as people visiting 
the beach enjoyed their time there unaware of 

how unhappy I was. I felt so alone despite people 
being around and just didn’t know what else to 
do but suffer in my own misery. 
 

November 17—I knew yesterday going back to 
Trancas State Beach was a mistake and today 
was just a non-ending amount of thoughts about 
food and how much I missed eating. It wasn’t 

that I was hungry—I wasn’t—despite not eating 
for a few days. I just couldn’t get certain foods I 
liked out of my mind and no matter what I did 
the idea of having those types of food before me 

was unrelenting in its efforts to persuade me to 
rethink my plans. Hours spent alone in an 
isolated beach can wreck havoc on your mind and 
it did mine. Nicholas Canyon Beach is the second 
farthest beach away from Los Angeles. It sits 

very close to the border of Los Angeles and 
Ventura Counties and throughout most of the day 
no one comes by except a sprinkle of surfers who 
aren’t much company regardless. 

 

As the hours go by just sitting on a bench looking 
out to sea can get boring really fast and pretty 
much make you feel hopeless and wishing you 
were dead. I know because that’s what I’ve been 

doing the past few days and today was really 
hard trying to keep my composure and my plans 
in perspective as the more I think about what I 
have planned the more doubts creep into my 

mind about trying once more just to see if maybe 
there is some sort of hope out there. 
 
November 18—I woke this morning up feeling 

quite depressed and trying really hard to shake 
my feelings just won’t go away. As I laid in my 
makeshift camp I got so depressed over the fact 
I seemed so far away from dying as could be—I 

put a plastic bag over my face but panicked as to 
how much work it takes to keep it over your face 
until you lose consciousness and pass out. But in 
the end I couldn’t do it and throughout the day 
that followed I became more and more depressed 

until I finally decided if I wouldn’t die as planned 
through not eating or drinking anything then 
walking back to Los Angeles would certainly 
make me weak enough as to where I’d lose 

whatever existing strength I had left. 
By late afternoon I decided to do it and headed 
back on foot along Pacific Coast Highway. I must 
have walked miles and still when I finally came to 

an area just west of Malibu Lagoon I knew this 
plan wouldn’t work either. I actually felt like I 
had even more strength than before. Realizing I’d 
failed again I hitched a ride back to Nicholas 

Canyon Beach (with a Hispanic man who seemed 
cheerful for some reason) and I went back to my 
camp in the bushes above the beach. 
I was thoroughly depressed at making such bad 
choices in the last couple of days yet didn’t know 

how to fix the problems and make them better. I 
kept thinking of food more and more and thinking 
of how so many things had gone wrong in my 
life. Somehow I got through the night and was 

able to sleep despite the depressed feelings I had 
and the loud crash of the surf against the rocks 
on the beach which wasn’t too far away from my 
camp. The noise, though only water, sounded like 

huge rocks bring thrown about or a truck 
constantly being smashed against a wall in rapid 
succession—yet despite all this to deal with every 
night I didn’t mind so much since I was alone. 
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November 19—I woke up this morning with a 
little more hope and remade the area where my 
sleeping bag was for a better sleeping situation 
and spent a few hours carrying sand up from the 
beach to the camp where I spread it over the 
hard-packed dirt in several layers. It was more 
livable afterwards so it cheered me up a little. 
Not long after as I was walking along a road that 
led into the beach I noticed dolphins swimming 
near the shore. I’d never seen live dolphins 
before and it was something special to witness. 
I’m not sure exactly what color they were, 

though they appeared black from what I could 
see. I was so pleased with viewing them I 
commented to a woman hanging out in the 
nearby parking lot. I assumed she was homeless 

or used the situation to scam people for money 
by pretending she had no place to live. 
I kept looking at the scene for a while and 
eventually she started talking to me and then I 

spent most of the day hanging out with her while 
she plied her game. She commented several 
times she’d seen me yesterday seeming very 
upset, but I didn’t tell her what I was planning or 

really how I felt about not having my life work 
the way I’d liked. I played it off like I was just 
dealing with certain things in my life—and 
thankfully she didn’t dig further so I didn’t have 
to think up some big lie to deflect from reality 

about what I was really up to at the beach. 
By the afternoon she had spent so much time 
schmoozing with people she got this guy to give 
her money and he gave me too. I didn’t know 

what else to do but spend it so she and I went to 
a supermarket up the hill from Zuma Beach and I 
bought some of the things I’d been fantasizing 
about in the previous days. Of course later she 

tried to mooch money off me despite having her 
own but I was in a good mood so I didn’t care 
since I didn’t expect a change in my plans. 
Back at Nicholas Canyon Beach she and I talked 

a while in her car and then I headed off to my 
camp. She was curious about where my camp 
was but I told her only what I thought she 
needed to know and not the exact location. 

Once back at my camp I enjoyed the items I’d 
bought and saved some for another day but still 
my mind hadn’t changed with what I had to do 
since I knew there was really no hope and the 
outcome was still going to end up the same. I 

had no reason to want to continue being alive 
and the idea of living the kind of life I was 
presently being forced to live wasn’t appealing no 
matter how many spins I put on the idea. 

 

I felt really alone as the night closed in around 
the beach and as the inky darkness filled the 
area, creatures that were nocturnal started to 
come out. Near my camp were several huge 
nests where colonies of rats lived. So close they 
were to me that I had sometimes been able to 
make out their faces as they seemed to stare at 
me wondering what I was doing in their outdoor 
world—but despite not liking them being around I 
had no choice really. At least there seemed to be 
no nasty bugs around that could cause issues. 
So I make the most of this life and spend my 

nights waiting to fall asleep as I think how much 
I want this pain to be over—and also wondering 
what it would be like to be dead. These types of 
thoughts kept me up long after I should at least 

be getting some amount of sleep. 
 
November 20—I woke up today and yet another 
morning opened with some cold weather feeling 

to it as I wish again I hadn’t woken up. I tried to 
find a bright spot in the morning but there was 
none—and later paying a visit to the parking lot 
at the beach I learned the homeless woman was 

apparently upset yesterday I’d gotten money 
meant for her and made it clear I was ruining her 
game. I was surprised since I wasn’t aware I was 
playing but nevertheless I quickly ditched the 
scene and made the decision not to have even 

the smallest amount of conversation with her if I 
could help it. As usual throughout the day I kept 
thinking of food as well as how I’d been wronged 
over being forced out of my apartment. 

More and more I began thinking I should get the 
security deposit due me and began to seriously 
contemplate going back to Los Angeles to get it 
from my creepy former resident manager. This 

idea kept circulating in my mind and with nothing 
else to think about it, it was all I could think of 
when it came to at least having some dignity with 
how my last days were really going to end. 

As I sat on a bench overlooking Nicholas Canyon 
Beach the thoughts danced back and forth in my 
mind of whether I really wanted to go back all 
that way just to get money that really wouldn’t 

do much to change my life. But as usual my 
thoughts kept focusing on food and how much I 
would enjoy having some of the items I’d been 
thinking about over and over for the last week 
since I arrived at the beach and decided to go 

ahead with my plans to stop living. I tried for a 
long time to keep my mind off the idea—thinking 
about anything I could think of or imagine—but 
somehow food seemed all I could think about. 
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Interactive Sites 
Select news sites listed below can be accessed directly with Internet availability. Left click on the link(s) and the 

site will open on your computer. Humanitarian (non-news) sites are in red. 
 

 

 

ABC News 

www.abcnews.com 

 

Access 

Aircraft Casualty Emotional Support Services 

www.accesshelp.org 

 

Advertiser/Adelaide Now 

www.adelaidenow.com.au 

 

Al Jazeera America (English Version) 

america.aljazeera.com 

 

All Hawaii News 

www.allhawaiinews.com 

 

Allegiant News 

www.theallegiant.com 

 
American Red Cross 

www.redcross.org 

 
AOL News 

www.aol.com 
 

Argonaut 

www.argonautnews.com 

 

Argus Streaming News 

www.argusnewsnow.com 

 
ASPCA 

www.aspca.org 
 

Associated Press 

www.ap.org 

 

Australian 

www.theaustralian.com.au 
 

AZ Central 

www.azcentral.com 

 
Baltimore City Paper 

www.citypaper.com 

 
Bangor Daily News 

www.bangordailynews.com 
 

BBC News 

www.bbc.com 
 

Be Healthy Tulare 

www.behealthytulare.com 

 
Beverly Hills Courier 

www.bhcourier.com 

 
Beverly Hills Weekly 

www.bhweekly.com 
 

Big Issue 

www.bigissue.com 
 

Bing 

www.bing.com 

 
Boston Globe 

www.bostonglobe.com 

 
Boston Herald 

www.bostonherald.com 
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Boston.com 

www.boston.com 

 
Brisbane Times 

www.brisbanetimes.com.au 
 

British Virgin Islands News 

www.bvinews.com 
 

Brussels Times (English Version) 

www.thebrusselstimes.com 

 

Burbank Leader 

www.burbankleader.com 

 
Caribbean News Now 

www.caribbeannewsnow.com 
 

CBS News 

www.cbsnews.com 
 

Chicago Sun-Times 

www.suntimes.com 

 

Chicago Tribune 

www.chicagotribune.com 

 
CNN 

www.cnn.com 
 

Clutch Magazine 

www.clutchmagonline.com 
 

Columbus Dispatch 

www.dispatch.com 

 
Daily Beast 

www.thedailybeast.com 

 
Daily Record and Sunday Mail 

www.dailyrecord.co.uk 
 

 

Daily Telegraph 

www.dailytelegraph.com.au 

 
Democracy Now 

www.democracynow.org 
 

Eagle 

www.theeagleonline.com 
 

euronews 

www.euronews.com 

 

Evening Times 

www.eveningtimes.co.uk 

 

Express UK 

www.express.co.uk 

 

Fabius Maximus 

www.fabiusmaximus.com 

 
Financial Times 

www.ft.com 

 
France 24 News (English Version) 

www.france24.com 
 

Free Speech TV 

www.freespeech.org 
 

Gawker 

www.gawker.com 

 
Glendale News-Press 

www.glendalenewspress.com 

 
Globe and Mail 

www.theglobeandmail.com 
 

Google News 

www.news.google.com 
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Guardian 

www.theguardian.com 
 

Gulf News 

www.gulfnews.com 

 
Hawaii Reporter 

www.hawaiireporter.com 

 
Hawaii Tribune-Herald 

www.hawaiitribune-herald.com 
 

Herald Scotland 

www.heraldscotland.com 
 

Herald Sun 

www.heraldsun.com.au 

 
Honolulu Star-Advertiser 

www.staradvertiser.com 

 
Houston Chronicle 

www.chron.com 
 

Huffington Post 

www.huffingtonpost.com 
 

Independent 

www.independent.co.uk 

 
Inquisitr News 

www.inquisitr.com 

 
Irish News 

www.irishexaminer.com 
 

Islam Times 

www.islamtimes.org 

 

Island Sun British Virgin Islands 

www.islandsun.com 

 
 

 

Japan Times (English Version) 

www.japantimes.co.jp 

 
LA Weekly 

www.laweekly.com 
 

Los Angeles Daily News 

www.dailynews.com 
 

Los Angeles Times 

www.latimes.com 

 

Mail Online 

www.dailymail.co.uk 

 
Mail.com 

www.mail.com 
 

Malibu Times 

www.malibutimes.com 
 

Memphis Daily News 

www.memphisdailynews.com 

 

Miami Herald 

www.miamiherald.com 

 
Mirror 

www.mirror.co.uk 
 

Monaco Life (English Version) 

www.monacolife.net 
 

MSN 

www.msn.com 

 
Nancy Hanks Lincoln Public Library 

www.nancyhankslincolnpubliclibrary.com 

 
Nashville City Paper 

www.nashvillecitypaper.com 
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National Post 

www.nationalpost.com 
 

NBC News 

www.nbcnews.com 

 
New Civil Rights Movement News 

www.thenewcivilrightsmovement.com 

 
New Republic 

www.newrepublic.com 

 

New York Daily News 

www.nydailynews.com 

 

New York Post 

www.nypost.com 

 

New York Times 

www.nytimes.com 

 

New Yorker 

www.newyorker.com 

 

Newsday 

www.newsday.com 

 
Newsweek (U. S. Edition) 

www.newsweek.com/us 

 
New Zealand Herald 

www.nzherald.co.nz 

 

Olive Press [Spain] (English Version) 

www.theolivepress.es 

 

Opinuns Entertainment News 

www.opinuns.com 

 

Opposing Views 

www.opposingviews.com 

 

Orphans of the Storm 

www.orphansofthestorm.org 

 

Pacific Standard News 

www.psmag.com 

 

Pasadena Star-News 

www.pasadenastarnews.com 

 

Perth Now 

www.perthnow.com.au 

 

PETA 

www.peta.org 

 

Philadelphia City Paper 

www.citypaper.net 

 

Philadelphia Daily News 

www.phillydailynews.com 

 

Philadelphia Inquirer 

www.inquirer.com 

 

Philadelphia Inquirer 

www.philly.com 

 

Philadelphia Tribune 

www.phillytrib.com 

 
Phoenix New Times 

www.phoenixnewtimes.com 

 
Pittsburgh City Paper 

www.pghcitypaper.com 
 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

www.post-gazette.com 

 

Pittsburgh Tribune Live 

www.triblive.com 
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Plymouth Patch 

www.plymouth.patch.com 

 

Politico 

www.politico.com 

 
Politicus USA 

www.politicususa.com 

 
Portland Press Herald 

www.pressherald.com 

 

Real Change News (Seattle) 

www.realchangenews.org 

 

Register 

www.theregister.co.uk 

 

Reuters 

www.reuters.com 

 

Richmond Times-Dispatch 

www.timesdispatch.com 

 

Right Wing Watch News 

www.rightwingwatch.org 

 

Ripoff Report 

www.ripoffreport.com 

 

Salon 

www.salon.com 

 
San Francisco Chronicle 

www.sfchronicle.com 
 

San Francisco Examiner 

www.sfexaminer.com 

 

San Francisco Gate 

www.sfgate.com 

San Jose Mercury News 

www.mercurynews.com 
 

San Juan Star (English Version) 

www.sanjuanweeklypr.com 

 
Scotsman 

www.scotsman.com 

 
Seattle Times 

www.seattletimes.com 

 

Sherman Oaks Studio City Encino News 

www.shermanoaksstudiocitynews.com 

 

Slate 

www.slate.com 

 

Space Change News (Boston) 

www.sparechangenews.net 

 

St. Croix Source 

www.stcroixsource.com 

 

St. John Source 

www.stjohnsource.com 

 

St. John Tradewinds 

www.tradewinds.vi 

 

St. Louis American 

www.stlamerican.com 

 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

www.stltoday.com 

 

St. Thomas Source 

www.stthomassource.com 
 

Street Beat News Online 

www.streetbeatnewsonline.com 
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Street Roots (Portland, Oregon) 

www.streetroots.org 
 

Street Sense (Washington, DC) 

www.streetsense.org 
 

Street Spirit (San Francisco) 
www.thestreetspirit.org 

 

Street Vibes (Cincinnati) 
www.streetvibes.wordpress.com 

 
Street Wise (Chicago) 

www.streetwise.org 
 

Sun 

www.thesun.co.uk 
 

Sydney Morning Herald 

www.smh.com.au 

 

Telegraph 

www.telegraph.co.uk 

 

Tennessean 

www.tennessean.com 

 

Time 

www.time.com 

 

Times 

www.thetimes.co.uk 

 

Toronto Star 

www.thestar.com 

 

Toronto Sun 

www.torontosun.com 

 

Toshiba News 

start.toshiba.com 

 

US News & World Report 

www.usnews.com/news 

 

U. S. Hunger Relief (Feeding America) 

www.feedingamerica.org 

 

USA Today 

www.usatoday.com 

 

Vancouver Sun 

www.vancouversun.com 

 

Virgin Islands Daily News 

www.virginislandsdailynews.com 

 

Voice of America 

www.voanews.com 

 

Volunteers of America 

www.voa.org 

 

Vox News 

www.vox.com 

 

Washington City Paper 

www.washingtoncitypaper.com 
 

Washington Examiner 

www.washingtonexaminer.com 
 

Washington Post 

www.washingtonpost.com 
 

Washington Times 

www.washingtontimes.com 
 

Yahoo 

www.yahoo.com 
 

Young Turks 

www.tytnetwork.com 
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Glass Owl 
Excerpt 2 

 

Below is an excerpt from the serialized novel Glass Owl. Copyright 2013. All rights reserved. Glass Owl is a serialized novel written in episodic format. Sections 
serialized by Opinion America were not reprinted in exact order of existing storylines from the novel. Copies of Glass Owl in 50 separate episodes (electronic 
format only) can be purchased online beginning in late 2015 from Google Play. Opinion America accepts fictional and nonfictional material by email only for 

publication of various subject matters. However all works must be legally copyrighted by rightful owner(s) of whom must provide proof of ownership to 
Opinion America before material is accepted for publication. Opinion America will not publish works plagiarized from other sources. No exceptions. 
 

Originally serialized in Street Beat News in 2013. 
 

Eddie Kane rings the doorbell a second time. As he’s about to turn away Howard opens the door. They 
look at each other for several seconds as Eddie glares at Howard. He sighs. 

“What do you want?” 

Eddie grins. 

“Oh, that depends on exactly what I find?” 

“I’m not in the mood for twenty questions or any other game you’re playing Kane.” 
Eddie smirks. 

“I’ve come across some info—info that if proven will link you to the deaths of my parents—and if that 

happens Madison—I swear you’re as good as dead.” 

Eddie grins again. 
“If I were you I’d make sure there was room in the family crypt for one more. Trust me—Greg won’t 

be the only one being interred there in a few days—better get your will in order ASAP old man—I’d hate to 

think that your precious Kyle won’t have any money to spend—it would be such a shame—imagine a grown 

man with all that money yet can’t touch it because of legal reasons—might be fun actually to watch.” 

Howard looks at Eddie coldly. 
“How dare you threaten me—seems you’ve forgotten your place?” 

Eddie laughs. 

“Oh, I know my place—and I know yours too—and if I find out you were mixed up in any way in what 

happened to my parents—I’ll kill you.” 
Howard continues to stare at Eddie coldly. 

“Men who’ve made such bold comments to me have paid dearly.” 

Eddie grins broadly. 

“Like I said Madison, if I find out you had anything to do—I’ll turn your lights out for good.” 

Eddie turns to leave. He stops. 
“By the way don’t bother going to Anderson about this little incident—I hear he’s on the warpath 

against you as well right about now—seems you’ve been making a whole slew of friends lately, haven’t you 

Madison—you know, like that notorious mobster guy in Boston—oh, didn’t someone kill him earlier?” 

Eddie smirks again. 
“Wouldn’t it be a shame if his “friends” found out from someone—you know, someone who knew for a 

fact that you were mixed up in Eldon Whitney’s sudden demise just a few hours ago—think about it for a 

minute—you wouldn’t be safe one more second—let alone an hour if they knew what I know—better yet, your 

family wouldn’t be safe either—oh, oh, Wesley is already a sitting duck, being in jail and all—accidents do 

happen in jail—and just think what those guys would do to Lindsay and her family afterwards—from what I 
hear they can be real animals when it comes to women—oh, just think of the possibilities.” 

Howard reacts. 

“Get the hell off my property.” 

“Gladly—but remember what I said.” 
Howard glares at Eddie. 

“I’m not going to tell you again.” 

Eddie shrugs. 

“You better hope I don’t find out you did anything to my parents, or God help you, you’ll wish you 

were never born. And just in case you get any ideas about coming after my family, I’d rethink those plans if I 
were you—give me the least amount of reason to call Whitney’s people and tell them what you did and I will—I 

wouldn’t even have to think about it.” 

Eddie leaves. Howard clenches his fist several times. He slams the front door shut. 
 

[Excerpt 3 will be published in the May-June 2015 issue.] 
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