
Vol. XXXXI1 No. 7 July 2007 Ada, Oklahoma

Chickasaw Times
Official publication of the Chickasaw Nation

The Chickasaw Times
Post Office Box 1548
Ada, OK 74821

PRESORTED STANDARD
US Postage

PAID
Permit No.1

Oklahoma City, OK 731

Chickasaw Nation Governor 
Bill Anoatubby recently joined 
U.S. Congressman Dan Boren 
(D-Okla.) and leaders of the 
Five Civilized Tribes Monday 
for a White House bill signing.

President Bush signed H.R. 
1676, the “Native American 
Home Ownership Opportunity 
Act of 2007,” Monday, June 18 
in the Oval Office of the White 
House.  

The bill was introduced by 
Rep. Boren to address the lack 
of mortgage lending in Indian 

Country.
“This legislation continues a 

program which has had a great 
impact on Native American 
families in Oklahoma and across 
the United States,” said Gov. 
Anoatubby.

U.S. Housing and Urban De-
velopment (HUD) Secretary 
Alphonso Jackson was in the 
Oval office for the signing. He 
applauded the move.

“Native Americans deserve 
an equal opportunity to share in 
the dream of home ownership, 

and this program helps them do 
just that,” said Jackson. “Indian 

tribes around the country have 
utilized these loans to increase 
and improve their housing. With 
the President’s signature, we can 
help create more home owner-
ship opportunities and greater 
economic growth for more fami-
lies in Indian Country.”

The bill reauthorizes HUD’s 
Section 184 Loan Guarantee 
Program. Created in 1992, this 
program addresses the lack of 
mortgage lending for Native 
Americans and was designed to 
give Native American families 
the opportunity to purchase their 
own homes. 

To date, more than 4,500 loans 
have been guaranteed by this 
program for a total of $573.1 
million, including 790 loans 
in Fiscal Year 2007 for $113.2 
million. 

The Section 184 program pro-
vides a 100 percent guarantee 
for mortgages on Indian lands, 
enabling private sector lenders 
to make mortgage loans to eligi-
ble Natives American families, 
tribes, and tribal housing entities 
that are purchasing homes. The 

program can also be used to re-
habilitate existing homes, build 
new homes and refinance higher 
interest rate loans.

Bank2, owned by the Chicka-
saw Nation, participates in the 
program.

Nationwide, 196 tribes par-
ticipate in the program, includ-
ing 24 in Oklahoma. Since 
its inception, the program has 
guaranteed $517 million in loans 
nationwide, including $121.9 
million in Oklahoma.  

“This program increases home 
ownership in Indian Country 
and improves the quality of life 
in Indian communities,” Boren 
said.  “It increases home owner-
ship in Eastern Oklahoma and 
across the state.”

Oklahoma consistently rep-
resents 34 percent of the total 
loans guaranteed through the 
program. Much of the land in 
Indian Country across the nation 

Native American Housing Act extended through 2012

See Native American 
Housing, page 31

More than 150 Chickasaws 
shared memories, renewed 
friendships and honored loved 
ones during the historic Chicka-
saw School Days Reunion June 
23.

“Great,” “wonderful” and 
“fantastic” were a few of the 
adjectives attendees used to 
describe the event. 

Dozens of photos submitted 
by boarding school students 
and family members were dis-
played on easels throughout the 
Chickasaw Community Center 
in Ada. 

Many photos were also pro-
jected onto a large screen which 
included lists of students from 
numerous boarding schools.

“I thought you did a great job 
displaying pictures,” said Faye 
McCurtain, who added that she 
thought it was great, but expect-
ed more people to attend.

More photos were available 
for viewing in albums.

 “I love it. I think it’s fantas-

Reunion brings old friends together

tic,” said Hawaii Davidson. “I 
really think if this became (a 
regular event) it would really be 
a good thing for us. 

“Of course we’re getting 

older. We’ll probably dwindle 
down in numbers,” she added 
with a laugh.

See Boarding School, 
page 31

Catherine Pendergraft, left, and Faye McCurtain remem-
ber school days as they go through a photo album at the 
boarding school reunion. The reunion was hosted at the 
tribal community center in Ada on June 23.

Gov. Anoatubby in Washington to support signing

Gov. Bill Anoatubby, directly behind President Bush, watches at the president signs the 
Native American Home Ownership Opportunity Act. The signing of the important Indian 
housing bill took place in the Oval Office June 18. From left are U.S. HUD Secretary Alphonso 
Jackson, Seminole Chief Enoch Kelley Haney, Cherokee Chief Chad Smith, U.S. Rep. Dan 
Boren (D-Okla.), Gov. Anoatubby, President Bush, U.S. Rep. Tom Cole (R-Okla.), Choctaw 
Assistant Chief Gary Batton and Muscogee (Creek) Chief A.D. Ellis.
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 CHICKASAW TRIBAL LEGISLATURE
 REGULAR SESSION
 David Stout Building
 Ada, Oklahoma
 May 18, 2007
AGENDA ITEM #1 CALL MEETING TO ORDER
Chairperson Pro Tempore Linda Briggs called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. in 

the absence of Chairperson Scott Colbert.  Chairperson Briggs appointed Dr. Goforth 
Parker to serve as Secretary Pro Tempore for the meeting.

AGENDA ITEM #2 ROLL CALL
Members present: Beth Alexander, Linda Briggs, Katie Case, Tim Colbert, Holly 

Easterling, Mary Jo Green, Dean McManus, Judy Goforth Parker, Wanda Blackwood 
Scott, David Woerz, Steve Woods

Members absent: Donna Hartman, Scott Colbert
Staff present: Doretta Sellers, Recording Secretary, Harold Stick, Sergeant-At-

Arms, Robert Cheadle, Legislative Counsel
Guests present: James A. Humes, H. D. Gardner, Michael L. Wingo, Barbara 

Goodman, Kerri McDonald, Traile G. Glory 
AGENDA ITEM #3 INVOCATION
Invocation was given by Ms. Green.
AGENDA ITEM #4 READING OF MINUTES - April 20, 2007
A motion was made by Ms. Green and seconded by Ms. Wanda Blackwood Scott 

to approve the April 20, 2007 minutes.    
Members voting yes: Beth Alexander, Linda Briggs, Katie Case, Tim Colbert, 

Holly Easterling, Mary Jo Green, Dean McManus, Judy Goforth Parker, Wanda 
Blackwood Scott, David Woerz, Steve Woods

11 yes votes
The motion to approve the minutes of April 20, 2007 carried unanimously.
AGENDA ITEM #5: UNFINISHED BUSINESS
There was no unfinished business.
AGENDA ITEM #6: REPORTS OF COMMITTEES
(A) LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE REPORT by Committee Chair Steve 

Woods
General Resolution Number 24-040, Approval to Participate in a Joint Venture 

Construction Program with the Indian Health Service to Construct a Health Care 
Facility in Ada, Oklahoma

This resolution authorizes the Chickasaw Nation to participate with the Indian 
Health Service in its Joint Venture Construction Program.  The program provides 
additional operating costs to run the facility once it is constructed and is ready to 
function.  These additional operating costs are needed because the new facility will 
be larger and will offer expanded services that were not available at the older Carl 
Albert Indian Health Facility.

A motion was made by Mr. Woods and seconded by Dr. Goforth Parker to approve 
GR24-040.   

Members voting yes: Beth Alexander, Linda Briggs, Katie Case, Tim Colbert, 
Holly Easterling, Mary Jo Green, Dean McManus, Judy Goforth Parker, Wanda 
Blackwood Scott, David Woerz, Steve Woods

11 yes votes
The motion to approve GR24-040 carried unanimously.
Mr. Woods concluded his report.
 (B) FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT by Committee Chair Holly Easter-

ling
Ms. Easterling announced the Budget Hearing was scheduled for June 28 at the 

Ada Community Center.  She concluded her report.
(C) HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE REPORT by Committee Chair 

Dean McManus
General Resolution Number 24-037, Gubernatorial Appointment -Chickasaw 

Nation Election Commission (Claude Miller)
This resolution approves Governor Bill Anoatubby’s appointment of Mr. Claude 

Miller to fill the remaining term of the at-large seat on the Chickasaw Nation Elec-
tion Commission.  The seat had been filled by Ms. Billie Easterling, who recently 
resigned.  The term of the seat began on December 31, 2005 and will end on De-
cember 31, 2008.  

A motion was made by Ms. McManus and seconded by Mr. Woods to approve 
the GR24-037    

Members voting yes: Beth Alexander, Linda Briggs, Katie Case, Tim Colbert, 
Holly Easterling, Mary Jo Green, Dean McManus, Judy Goforth Parker, Wanda 
Blackwood Scott, David Woerz, Steve Woods

11 yes votes
The motion to approve GR24-037 carried unanimously. 
General Resolution Number 24-038, Assurances for the Indian Community 

Development Block Grant Program U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development Southern Plains Office of Native American Programs
This resolution approves the Chickasaw Nation’s application for an Indian Com-

munity Development Block Grant for a community facility funded by the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development, for the establishment of a Fire 
Station  to be located in Ada, Pontotoc County, Oklahoma.

A motion was made by Ms. McManus and seconded by Ms. Easterling to approve 
the GR24-038.

Ms. Alexander stated she would not support this resolution because of the cost of 
the operation and maintenance of the facility.  

Members voting yes: Linda Briggs, Katie Case, Tim Colbert, Holly Easterling, 
Mary Jo Green, Dean McManus, Judy Goforth Parker, Wanda Blackwood Scott,David 
Woerz, Steve Woods

10 yes votes
Member voting no: Beth Alexander
1 no vote
The motion to approve GR24-038 carried.
Ms. McManus concluded her report.
(D) LAND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE REPORT by Committee Chair 

Judy Goforth Parker
General Resolution Number 24-030, Oil and Gas Lease in Pushmataha County 

(Tribal Tract No. 869)
This resolution approves an Oil and Gas Mining Lease in favor of T.S. Dudley 

Land Company, Inc., of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.  They have submitted an ac-
ceptable bid of $105 per acre for a total bonus of $525.00, of which the Chickasaw 
Nation shall receive $131.25, on property belonging to the Chickasaw and Choctaw 
Nations in Pushmataha County, Oklahoma.  The lease contains 10.00 acres, more 
or less, for a primary term of three (3) years with a $3.00 per acre annual rental for 
a total of $15.00 of which the Chickasaw Nation will receive $3.75 per annum, and 
a royalty rate of 18.75%.

A motion was made by Mrs. Alexander and seconded by Mr. Woerz to approve 
the GR24-030    

Members voting yes: Beth Alexander, Linda Briggs, Katie Case, Tim Colbert, 
Holly Easterling, Mary Jo Green, Dean McManus, Judy Goforth Parker, Wanda 

Blackwood Scott, David Woerz, Steve Woods
11 yes votes
The motion to approve GR24-030 carried unanimously.  
General Resolution Number 24-031, Oil and Gas Lease in Hughes County 

(Tribal Tract No. 188-A)
This resolution approves an Oil and Gas Mining Lease in favor of Newfield Explo-

ration Mid-Continent, Inc., of Tulsa, Oklahoma.  They have submitted an acceptable 
bid of $710.91 per acre for a total bonus of $25,159.11, of which the Chickasaw Na-
tion shall receive $6,289.78, on property belonging to the Chickasaw, and Choctaw 
Nations in Hughes County, Oklahoma.  The lease contains 35.39 acres, more or less, 
for a primary term of three (3) years with a $3.00 per acre annual rental for a total 
of $106.17 of which the Chickasaw Nation will receive $26.54 per annum, and a 

See Minutes, page 30

Dana Hudspeth
Media Relations Specialist
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Gov. Bill Anoatubby

By BILL ANOATUBBY
Governor

Chickasaw Nation

Enhancing law enforcement to make communities safe

Many great advances have 
been born of our modern so-
ciety. 

We now have technology, in-
novations and equipment that we 
couldn’t imagine just a genera-
tion ago. Most Americans now 
have computers in their homes 
and most American workers’ 
primary office machine is a com-
puter. We can reach around the 
world with the touch of a button 
on the internet. Many Americans 
have cell phones with which to 
stay in constant communication 
no matter where they are at any 
given time.

Thankfully, our law enforce-
ment agencies have, in many 
places, put these and other tools 
to work on behalf of the law-
abiding people they serve. 

However, our modern world 
and its many new gadgets and 
gizmos have not been over-
looked by the criminal element 

of our society.
Criminals use technology, 

too. They use it to communicate 
quickly, effectively and secretly. 
They use it to overcome safe-
guards citizens have put in use to 
protect their lives and property. 
They use it to hide, to organize 
and to devise new and unique 
ways to commit crimes.

We know at the Chickasaw 
Nation that we must be vigi-
lant and up-to-date in our fight 
against crime. Our own Ligh-
thorse Police Department is 
dedicated to enforcing the law 
in our tribal jurisdictions. The 
Lighthorse officers know their 
number one job is to protect 
Chickasaws and other citizens 
and keep them safe.

In addition to technology 
and innovation, modern soci-
ety has produced a myriad of 
law enforcement jurisdictions. 
There are federal, tribal, state, 
municipal and county jurisdic-
tions. There are also special 
jurisdictions and judicial district 
jurisdictions, among others. 

There are, of course, overlap-
ping jurisdictions.

The jigsaw of jurisdictions 
has actually emboldened some 
criminals who see advantage 
in jurisdictional confusion and 
the unequal distribution of re-
sources among jurisdictions. 
One of the most pervasive cat-
egories of crime, in Oklahoma 
and throughout the country, is 
illegal drug manufacture and 
distribution.

These drug crimes are some 
of the fastest growing and most 
destructive in the U.S. These 

crimes sap communities of 
their economic vitality, create 
dangers to the environment 
and young children, and debase 
and often destroy young lives. 
These crimes are a heartless 
business whose purveyors seek 
only money, no matter what the 
price to the community and its 
people.

The Chickasaw Nation has 
been progressive in seeking all 
avenues possible to stop these 
crimes, particularly in Indian 
Country. The tribe has recently 
entered into a cross-deputization 
agreement with the Oklahoma 
Bureau of Narcotics. This agree-
ment dovetails with other cross-
deputization agreements we 
have with local district attorney, 
sheriff and police enforcement 
agencies.

The result of these agree-
ments is that law enforcement 
agencies may enforce the law 
appropriately throughout the 
jurisdictional landscape. Before 
cross-deputization, criminals 
could avoid capture and pros-

ecution by setting up shop in a 
lightly patrolled jurisdiction, or 
by moving frequently to create 
jurisdictional confusion.

Through cooperation and mu-
tual benefit, we now partner with 
numerous agencies in order to 
provide efficient, effective and 
results-oriented law enforce-
ment. We enter these partner-
ships without compromising our 
tribal sovereignty, and with the 
pure desire to rid our communi-
ties of this destructive criminal 
element.

We are proud of our Light-
horse Police Department and the 
commitment they consistently 
display in making the Chicka-
saw Nation a great place to live 
and work. We are committed to 
helping our Lighthorse officers 
and their colleagues as they part-
ner to strengthen our common 
law enforcement efforts.

Drug crime elimination is a 
worthy goal. The Chickasaw 
Nation will continue to partner 
with tribal and other agencies to 
make this goal a reality.

Chickasaw, Unconquered and 
Unconquerable has garnered 
two awards in the 11th Annual 
Independent Publisher Book 
Awards competition.

The book was named a gold 
award winner in the Multicultur-
al Non-Fiction Adult category 
at the national level and won a 
bronze award in the Mid-West 
Best Regional Non-Fiction 
category.

A second organization PMA, 
The Independent Book Publish-
ers Association, has named

Chickasaw, Unconquered and 
Unconquerable a finalist for a 
Benjamin Franklin Award for 
interior design.

The book is the first published 
by the newly formed Chickasaw 
Press.

“Everyone involved in this 
project deserves special recogni-
tion for their part in producing a 
book which provides meaning-
ful insight into the story of the 
Chickasaw people,” said Bill 
Anoatubby, Governor of the 
Chickasaw Nation. 

“It seems very fitting for this 
masterful work of art telling the 
story of the Chickasaw people 
to be the first book published by 
the Chickasaw Press.”

The staff of 
the Chickasaw 
Nat ion Arts 
and Humani-
ties Division, 
led by admin-
istrator Lona 
Barrick, pro-
duced the book 
in cooperation 
with Graphic 
Arts  Center 
P u b l i s h i n g 
Company. 

Chickasaw, 
Unconquered 
and Uncon-
querable fea-
tures photog-
raphy by Okla-
homa Journal-
ism Hall  of 
Fame member 
and three-time 
O k l a h o m a 
Photographer 
of the year Da-
vid Fitzgerald.

G r a p h i c s , 
art, essays, recollections and 
memoirs of the Chickasaw 
people from Removal to present 
day are used to tell the story of 
the Chickasaw people.

Contributing writers include 

Chickasaw authors Linda Ho-
gan, Dr. Amanda Cobb and 
Jeannie Barbour.

Hogan is a prolific author 
whose career spans more than 
two decades. She has won sever-

Chickasaw brings home awards for non-fiction content, design
al awards, including the 
Guggenheim Award, 
the Before Columbus 
Foundation Ameri-
can Book award, the 
Five Civilized Tribes 
Playwriting Award, 
and the Wordcraft 
Circle’s Writer of the 
Year (Prose-Fiction) 
award.

Dr. Cobb is the author 
of “Listening to our 
Grandmothers’ Stories: 
The Bloomfield Acad-
emy for Chickasaw 
Females,” which won 
the 2001 American 
Book Award and the 
North American In-
dian Prose Award. Dr. 
Cobb, who earned her 
Ph.D. from the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma, is 
an assistant professor 
in the Department of 
Native American Stud-
ies at the University of 
New Mexico.  

Barbour teaches Chickasaw 
history classes and lectures on 
Chickasaw political structure 
and culture. She is an award-
winning artist who has done 
extensive research on Chicka-

saw culture and documented 
little known facts about that 
culture in her art work. Several 
images of her art work appear 
in the book.

The Chickasaw Press is part 
of a comprehensive effort to 
offer more Chickasaw history 
and culture to the reading public 
outlined by Gov. Anoatubby in 
his Oct. 2005 state of the nation 
address. 

That effort includes the pub-
lishing company, a series of pub-
lication awards and a center for 
the study of Chickasaw culture 
and history.

 “We hope to provide encour-
agement and support to au-
thors and scholars interested in 
Chickasaw heritage,” said Gov. 
Anoatubby. “By providing an 
outlet for their work, awards for 
outstanding achievements and 
a resource to assist in research 
efforts, we believe we can do a 
great deal to inspire authors and 
expand the scope of knowledge 
of our tribe’s history, heritage 
and culture.”

Contributed by Tony Choate,  
tribal media relations.
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Health System applying for grants to add to budget

Chikasha, family reunions offer connections to our past

Wanda Blackwood 
Tippit Scott

Chickasaw Tribal Legislature

Hello and greetings from 
Legislator Mary Jo Green, Seat 
5, Pontotoc District and Com-
mittee Chair of the Health Care 

Committee! I realize that this 
is a strange request, but if ev-
eryone would pray for the rain 
to stop, we will sincerely ap-
preciate it. Perhaps you heard 
on the news about our heavy 
rains and flooding here in the 
Chickasaw Nation. We hope to 
get completely dried out by the 
end of summer.

Lots of Health Care news this 
month. The Health System is 
making application for addi-
tional grant monies. The grant 
is very competitive as only two 
are given in the U.S. However, 
with our excellent track record 
on utilizing grant funds, we 
hope to receive one. It would 
go a long way in providing ad-
ditional health care programs for 
our Indian people. Meanwhile, 

we continue to stay within the 
budget and look forward to next 
year’s funding which begins in 
October.

The Oklahoma state legisla-
ture passed the All Kids bill and 
it has been sent to the Oklahoma 
Governor for signing. We sup-
ported the bill because it adds 
18- to 22-year-olds for coverage 
under Sooner Care, the Okla-
homa state health care program. 
It will impact the Health System 
because every dollar we can re-
cover from Sooner Care means 
better equipment and additional 
assistance through our health 
care programs.

Electronic Health Records 
have been implemented now 
in our Purcell and Tishomingo 
clinics. We continue to work on 

getting them up and running in 
Ardmore ad Durant.

If you live closer to Purcell 
than Ada, you should consider 
moving your records to the 
Purcell Clinic and become a 
patient there. Prescriptions are 
now also available at the Purcell 
Clinic. For more information 
and to transfer records, call San-
di Sanders at 580.436.3980.

Administrator Bill Lance sub-
mits the following statistics: for 
the month of May, 2007, there 
were 236 hospitalizations at Carl 
Albert Indian Health Facility. 
The number of outpatient visits 
at Carl Albert was 14,522. May 
Emergency Room visits were 
1,034. May saw 265 surgeries 
and the Same-day Clinic saw 
2,562 patients.

The Family Practice Clinic in 
Ada saw 4,639 patients in May. 
The Ardmore Clinic saw 3,416 
patients and the Tishomingo 
Clinic saw 2,149. The Durant 
Clinic saw 2,304 patients and 
the Purcell Clinic saw 1,571 in 
May.

May God bless each of you 
readers and the Chickasaw Na-
tion. 

I would love to hear from 
you! Please contact me through 
my emai l  address  mary.
green@chickasaw.net or through 
the address and telephone num-
ber listed elsewhere in this and 
every issue of the Chickasaw 
Times and on the Chickasaw 
Nation web site. My articles 
are also located on the web site. 
Until next month, thank you.

Hello, Everyone!
Summer is definitely here and 

all of the gatherings that seem 
inherent to summer are very 
much underway! 

This weekend is Chikasha 
Reunion at Kullihoma and it is 
truly a homecoming. There will 
be lots of visiting and lots of 
food – a great formula for suc-
cess! If you have never attended 
one of the reunions at Kullihoma 
please give yourself a gift and 
do so. You will love it. Mixed in 
with all the visiting are examples 
of our culture and games and 
dances brought forward from 
our ancestors. Our stickball 
players are formidable in their 
skill and this year the mail game 
will be with Cherokee stickball 
players. 

The stomp dancers will begin 
their dancing at midnight and 

dance until dawn, in accordance 
with traditions from our past. 

It is a great event – a great 
time of much enjoyment. A 
number of our elders have writ-
ten the stories from their past, 
including memories from school 
days at our Indian schools, and 
some of those will be read as the 
day progresses on Saturday. And 
our treasured land Kullihoma 
is such a beautiful area for the 
event.

My personal family reunion 
is to be held the next weekend. 
There will be approximately 
200 of us there and it also is 
an event of much enjoyment 
– with those same magical in-
gredients: good food and great 
visiting! We are so fortunate to 
have our own family park, the 
Minnie Liddell Park, which is 
located on 16 acres of my ma-
ternal grandmother’s original 
allotment land. She set the land 
aside many years ago to encour-
age that her descendents gather 
together at least once a year to 
know each other and to honor or 
Chickasaw heritage. She was a 
full blood.

This year we will be dedicat-
ing a large monument to her 
memory and it will have her 
picture on it with the story of 
her wish for all of us. In every 
sense of the word her wish for 
us, her descendents, is a reality. 
Children and adults equally look 
forward to seeing other family 

members we do not get to see on 
a frequent basis. It is a wonder-
ful, great occasion and her spirit 
is always there as we enjoy the 
very special legacy she left us.

Our Chickasaw youth are 
having a grand summer as they 
attend so many camps. Recently 

the director of education Lisa 
John told the legislature about 
her visit with a group of our stu-
dents to NASA to Houston. The 
astronauts actually worked with 
the students on their projects and 
it was evident the excitement of 
the event came home with Lisa 

as she told us about the event. 
We are so proud of all the oppor-
tunities offered for our youth.

Enjoy your summer – Do not 
get too much sun! Just enough 
to make you feel happy!

Take good care!
Linda Briggs

As most of us know, the 
Johnson-O’Malley program has 
been helping Indian students for 
many years.

Originally enacted in the 
1930s, the Johnson-O’Malley 
(or “JOM” as many know it) has 
been providing much needed 
school funding for decades. 
JOM funds help provide essen-
tial items for Indian students, 
including books, notebooks, 
pencils, miscellaneous schools 

JOM to cut back; tribe remains committed
supplies and much more. Many, 
many Indian students have ben-
efitted from JOM, and many 
received the things they needed 
when they had no way to pay.

Now, word has come down 
that federal JOM funding is to be 
cut by 26.7%. This is obviously 
a very large cut and will have 
an impact on Indian students 
throughout the country.

We are very fortunate that 
our tribe has the ability to pick 
up the slack where the federal 
government has left a need. The 
Chickasaw Nation is a wonder-
ful supporter of Chickasaw and 
all Indian education. As you no 
doubt know, education is one of 
the cornerstones of what we are 

trying to do as a tribe. We under-
stand that only with the appro-
priate education can our young 
people develop the careers and 
accomplish they goals they set. 
We ar committed to them, and 
to all Chickasaws who desire 
an education.

Our tribe now funds hun-
dreds of scholarships totalling 
millions of dollars each year. 
The Chickasaw Nation also 
helps provide the very basic 
necessities students require to 
succeed.

There may now be a cutback 
by the federal government. But 
our tribe will continue to provide 
for our students at the highest 
level.

Visit the Carl Albert Hospital Volunteers gift shop. All proceeds 
are used to purchase items for the hospital that will benefit em-
ployees and patients. 

The jewelry and crafts are made by Native Americans. Flutes, 
drums, Pendleton bags, blankets, beaded caps, Choctaw hymnals, 
CDs, and Bedre candy are a few of the items available. 

Hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday.

Visit Carl Albert gift shop today!
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Neurocare Muscle Stimulator 
can work to relieve symptoms

Important Indian diabetes funding before Congress

I hope you have taken the op-
portunity to participate in our 
tribal elections.  This is your 
chance to let your opinion be 
known.  Our forefathers labored 
long and hard to make sure that 
their descendants would be 
able to carry on the traditions, 
stories and customs.  By vot-
ing, you are contributing to the 
strength of our nation.  Don’t 
forget it is a privilege to be able 
to vote and be counted.  That is 
a small price to pay for having 

not only a sovereign nation but 
a healthy one too!  Don’t make 
the mistake of thinking that 
“others” will take care of all that 
business stuff!  Yes, elected of-
ficials are supposed to work for 
the citizens of the Chickasaw 
Nation; however, it does not 
hurt to have frequent input from 
you-the Chickasaw Citizen.  I 
understand the difficulty that 
citizens have trying to discern 
what is occurring in their tribal 
government.  I encourage you 
to try taking little more interest.  
Contact your representatives.  
Ask questions: let them know 
who you are and something 
about your family.  Remember, 
we are all related because of 
our Chickasaw heritage.  Very 
few of us, have a common bond 
to our local, state and federal 
government officials, and the 
chances of being able to talk to 
them is slim!

It has been on my heart for 
some time to express my grati-
tude to all the employees of the 
Chickasaw Nation.  You are an 
important part of the nation.  
Your hard work and dedication 
are very vital to the success of 

our tribe.  Thank you.
We are still eagerly waiting 

for the Chickasaw healthcare 
officials to place the Neurocare 
Muscle Stimulator.  It is my 
hope that this will be possible 
within the workings of our 
tribal healthcare system and 
that all Chickasaw citizens will 
have the opportunity to use it.  
Last week I was able to assist a 
Chickasaw man with his “bad 
foot” and refer him to someone 
for treatment using the NMS.  
The system has been very ben-
eficial in treating symptoms of 
diabetes.  Remember:  (1) it does 
not cure diabetes, but it can be 
a great tool to assist in the fight 
against the side affects and (2) 
it may not work for everyone.  
For more information www.
neurocare.com 

Beth Alexander 
Panola District Tribal Leg-

islator
Chickasaw Nation P.O.Box 

246
Achille, Oklahoma 74720
(580) 283-3409
Email:
bethalexander22@hotmail.

com   

Nearly 10 years ago, Congress 
showed foresight and commit-
ment to the health and future 
of Indian Country when it first 
authorized the Special Diabetes 
Program for Indians (SDPI) 
under the Balanced Budget Act 
of 1997.

Since then, SDPI funding has 

enabled the IHS, Tribes such 
as the Chickasaw Nation, and 
urban Indian health programs 
to develop more than 400 new 
diabetes prevention and treat-
ment programs. These programs 
have filled critical health care 
gaps and provided services that 
would not otherwise be provid-
ed. The staff for the Chickasaw 
Nation Health System diabetes 
program is funded entirely by 
SDPI funds.

Once again, we are going to 
Congress and asking that the 
funding be extended for the 
SDPI for five years at a fund-
ing level of $200 million per 
year. That sounds like a lot of 
money, and it is. For prevention 
of diabetes, we would be saving 
so much. Imagine that for a dia-
betic patient, it costs our tribes 
more than $13,000 per year for 
each patient. For a non-diabetic, 
the average cost per patient is 
$2,500 per year.

Some of the improvements 
that we have seen over the past 
eight years include:

1. improved quality of diabe-
tes care

2. improvements in clini-
cal outcomes for people with 
diabetes

3. earlier diagnosis of dia-
betes, which gives individuals 
a greater chance of avoiding 
complications

4. increased prevention pro-
grams in schools

5. increased availability of 
wellness activities

More than 500 tribes joined 
together to sign a petition urg-
ing congress to support the 
SDPI funding of $200 million 
per year for the next five years. 
You remember the old saying 
“an ounce of prevention is worth 
a pound of cure,” and I believe 
it is true. 

You are probably asking what 
you can do at this point (I hope). 

I have a strategy that I believe 
we can each individually op-
erationalize.

Congress will be recessing 
in August to go home to their 
respective states. At that time, it 
would be great for you to contact  
your Congressman and senator 
to encourage them to vote in 
favor of the SDPI when it comes 
up for a vote. Already, there 
are House and Senate bills for 
the SDPI funding, and the vote 
could come up at any time. The 
National Indian Health Board, 
American Diabetes Associa-
tion, Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation, and other strong 
advocacy groups are strategiz-
ing for ways to place our bills 
up before the House and Senate 
for a favorable vote. It is really 
amazing to watch the process.

You can visit the web site 
for the National Indian Health 
Board at www.nihb.org for ad-
ditional information as you pre-
pare to contact your Congress 
men and women who represent 
your state. It would be wonder-
ful for Congress to hear from 
individual Chickasaws from 
each state.

Congressman Diane DiGette 
from Colorado will be sponsor-
ing the bill along with others 
from the House. Colorado, you 
would be so proud of Congress-
man DeGette. I encouage you 
to contact her and express your 
appreciation.

In your attempts to contact 
your representatives, here are 
some tips. In our current en-
vironment, letters are seldom 
received in time because they 

have to be examined so closely 
because of the threat of an-
thrax.

E-mails are received often, 
but you should also consider 
that hundereds of e-mails are 
received each day. If you send 
an e-mail, please call your 
representative and ask for the 
e-mail address that it should be 
sent to. For each Congressional 
delegate, there is at least one 
staff member who will handle 
the issues related to health and 
Indian Country. Those are the 
ones you would want to contact. 
You can send a FAX or make a 
phone call, and that will be even 
better than e-mail. However, 
the very best thing you can do 
is a personal visit. I encourage 
you to find out when your Con-
gressional reprsentatives will 
be home, where their speaking 
enagements are, and go talk to 
them.

As always, I appreciate the 
opportunity to serve you as a 
Chickasaw Legislator. I ask that 
you join with me in the fight to 
continue funding for the Special 
Diabetes Program for Indians. 
Together, let us all make a dif-
ference. I would love to hear 
your individuals stories of what 
you did to contact your state’s 
elected Congressmen and sena-
tors. You can e-mail me at judy.
parker@chickasaw.net. Your 
communication is vital to me.

Have a great and healthy 
summer.

Judy Goforth Parker, PhD, 
RN

Chickasaw Legislator
Pontotoc District, Seat 2

Colbert hosts open house at 
Tish clinic every first Wednesday

D. Scott Colbert
Chickasaw Tribal Legislature

Legislator Scott Colbert 
will have an open office for 
Legislature business at the 
Tishomingo Clinic between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 3 
p.m. on the first Wednesday of 
every month. Please make ap-
pointments at (580) 622-3218. 
You may also call on the first 
Wednesday of every month at 
(580) 421-3425.

Feel free to contact Colbert if 
you have any questions.

$200 million up for approval; you can help!

http://www.neurocare.com
http://www.neurocare.com
mailto:bethalexander22@hotmail.com
mailto:bethalexander22@hotmail.com


Pontotoc District
Seat #

1. Holly Easterling
 105 Thompson Drive
 Ada, OK  74820
 (580) 399-4002
 holly.easterling@chickasaw.net

2. Judy Parker
 P.O. Box 2628
 Ada, OK  74820
 (580) 332-3840

3.   Katie Case
 14368 County Road 3597
 Ada, OK 74820
 (580) 421-9390

4. Dean McManus
 5980 CR 3430
 Ada, OK  74820
 (580) 759-3407

5. Mary Jo Green
 2000 E. 14th Place
 Ada, OK  74820
 (580) 332-2394 

Pickens District
Seat #

1.  David Woerz
 P.O. Box 669
 Ardmore, OK  73402
 (580) 504-0160
 
2. Donna Hartman
 HC 66, Box 122
 Overbrook, OK 73448
 (580) 226-4385

3.  Linda Briggs
 400 NW 4th
 Marietta, OK  73448
 (580) 276-3493

4.  Wanda Blackwood Scott
 Route 1, Box 42
 Elmore City, OK  73433
 (580) 788-4730
    scottdes@telepath.com

Tishomingo District
Seat #

1. D. Scott Colbert
 P.O. Box 773
 Sulphur, OK  73086
 (580) 622-3960 

2. Tim Colbert
 P.O. Box 773
 Sulphur, OK  73086
 (580) 993-2818 

3. Steven Woods
 Route 1, Box 430A
 Sulphur, OK  73086
 (580) 622-3523   

Panola District
Seat #

1. Beth Alexander
 Box 246
 Achille, OK  74720
 (580) 283-3409

2006-2007 Tribal Legislature
Following is a list of the Chickasaw Nation Tribal Legislators including their address and 

phone numbers. If you have any questions or need any information, please contact the legislator 
in your area.

6 News from your Legislators
July 2007

May 2007 Resolutions
General Resolution Number 

GR24-042
Authorization for Accep-

tance and Transfer of Title
of Properties in Pontotoc 

County
Explanation:  This resolution 

authorizes the exchange of prop-
erty between the Chickasaw Na-
tion and the First Baptist Church 
of Ada. The properties involved 
in the transfer are:

Currently owned by the First 
Baptist Church, to be conveyed 
to The Chickasaw Nation, are 
three and one-half vacant city 
lots described as follows: The 
East 25 feet of Lot 10 and all 
of Lots 11, 12, and 13, of Block 
118, ORIGINAL TOWNSITE 
of ADA, Pontotoc County, Okla-
homa,

Currently owned by the Chick-
asaw Nation, to be conveyed to 
the First Baptist Church of Ada, 
are two and one-half vacant city 
lots described as: All of Lots 1 
and 2, and the East 25 feet of 
Lot 3, in Block 127, ORIGINAL 
TOWNSITE of ADA, Pontotoc 
County, Oklahoma.  

Property Location: A d a , 
Oklahoma

Use:   Intern 
Housing

Emergency legislation: 
This resolution is considered 

as “emergency legislation” be-
cause it was received after the 
deadline required in Title 16, 
Chapter 2, Section 16-205 of the 
Chickasaw Nation Code.

Requested By: B i l l 
Anoatubby, Governor, The 
Chickasaw Nation

Presented By: D r . 
Judy Goforth Parker, Chairper-
son Land Development Com-
mittee

Yes votes: Beth Alexander, 
Linda Briggs, Katie Case, Tim 
Colbert, Holly Easterling, Mary 
Jo Green, Dean McManus, Da-
vid Woerz, Scott Colbert

General Resolution Number 
24-43

Authorization for the Grant-
ing of Real Property

 to the 20th District Drug 
Court Inc.,  Ardmore, Carter 
County

Explanation:  This resolu-
tion authorizes the Governor 
or his designee to negotiate 
and conclude the granting of 
real property located at 119 ½ 
North Washington, Ardmore, 
Oklahoma 73401, to the 20th 
District Drug Court Inc. of 
Ardmore, Oklahoma, for use in 
their program.

Emergency legislation: 
This resolution is considered 
as “emergency legislation” be-

cause it was received after the 
deadline required in Title 16, 
Chapter 2, Section 16-205 of the 
Chickasaw Nation Code.

Requested By: B i l l 
Anoatubby, Governor

Presented By: D r . 
Judy Goforth Parker, Chairper-
son Land Development Com-
mittee

Yes votes: Beth Alexander, 
Linda Briggs, Katie Case, Tim 
Colbert, Holly Easterling, Mary 
Jo Green, Dean McManus, Da-
vid Woerz, Scott Colbert

General Resolution Number 
24-045

Approval of Development 
Budget Amendment

Explanation:  The addition 
of a pool to the wellness centers 
will allow water related fitness 
and health activities, and recu-
perative therapies to be available 
to citizens in the Tishomingo & 
Ardmore areas.  Many of our el-
ders would benefit greatly from 
activities like water aerobics, 
when performed in the low, or 
no impact environment provided 
by an indoor pool.

This resolution approves the 
amendment to the Development 
Budget for the construction of 
the Swimming Pool Addition to 
the Tishomingo Wellness Cen-
ter, Project Number 20-0066-06 

in the amount of $1,685,000, 
and for the construction of the 
Swimming Pool Addition to 
the Ardmore Wellness Center, 
Project Number 20-0071-07 in 
the amount of $1,685,000.

Emergency legislation: 
This resolution is considered 
as “emergency legislation” be-
cause it was received after the 
deadline required in Title 16, 
Chapter 2, Section 16-205 of the 
Chickasaw Nation Code.  

R e q u e s t e d  b y :   B i l l 
Anoatubby, Governor, The 
Chickasaw Nation

Presented by: Hol ly 
Easterling, Committee Chair 
Finance Committee

Yes votes: Beth Alexander, 
Linda Briggs, Katie Case, Tim 
Colbert, Holly Easterling, Mary 
Jo Green, Dean McManus, Da-
vid Woerz, Scott Colbert

Permanent Resolution Num-
ber 24-007

Amendments to Title 2, 
Chapter 5, Section 2-530.43 of 

the Chickasaw Nation Code
(Minimum Wage)
Explanation: This resolu-

tion amends the Chickasaw 
minimum wage so that it is in 
compliance with the new federal 
minimum wage.

Emergency legislation: 
This resolution is considered 
as “emergency legislation” 
because it was received after 
the deadline required in Title 
16, Chapter 2, Section 16-205 
of the Chickasaw Nation Code 
and the federal minimum wage 
is expected to change some time 
in July.

Requested By: B i l l 
Anoatubby, Governor, The 
Chickasaw Nation

Presented By: S t e v e 
Woods, Committee Chair Leg-
islative Committee

Yes votes: Beth Alexander, 
Linda Briggs, Katie Case, Tim 
Colbert, Holly Easterling, Mary 
Jo Green, Dean McManus, Da-
vid Woerz, Scott Colbert

Michael Colbert Smith Barbara Anne Smith
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

401 East Boyd Street
Norman, Oklahoma 73069
Toll Free 1-866-259-1814

 (405) 447-2224
 (405) 250-6202

Fax  (405) 447-4577
Chickasaw Citizens

Committee Reports
Committee of the Whole 

Meeting
June 11, 2007
Present: Beth Alexander, Lin-

da Briggs, Katie Case, Holly 
Easterling, Mary Jo Green, Dean 
McManus, Judy Goforth Parker, 
Wanda Blackwood Scott, David 
Woerz, Scott Colbert

Absent: Tim Colbert, Donna 
Hartman, Steve Woods

Education Committee
June 11, 2007
Present: Wanda Blackwood 

Scott, Beth Alexander, Katie 
Case, Holly Easterling, Mary 
Jo Green, David Woerz, Scott 
Colbert

Finance Committee
June 11, 2007
Present: Holly Easterling, 

Dean McManus, Judy Goforth 
Parker, Scott Colbert

Absent: Linda Briggs, Steve 

Woods
Health Committee
June 4, 2007
Present: Mary Jo Green, Dean 

McManus, Wanda Blackwood 
Scott, Scott Colbert

Absent: Beth Alexander, Tim 
Colbert, Donna Hartman

Land Development Commit-
tee

June 4, 2007
Present: Judy Goforth Parker, 

Mary Jo Green, Scott Colbert
Absent: Beth Alexander, Da-

vid Woerz, Steve Woods
Legislative Committee
June 11, 2007
Present: Beth Alexander, Ka-

tie Case, Holly Easterling, Mary 
Jo Green, Dean McManus, Judy 
Goforth Parker, Wanda Black-
wood Scott, David Woerz, Scott 
Colbert
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HOUSTON – Twenty-two 
Chickasaw students from across 
Oklahoma took part in the 
world-renowned Space School 
at Space Center Houston June 
4 through 8.

This is the first group of stu-
dents from the U.S. to attend 
the school in more than three 
years, and the first group of all 
American Indian students ever 
to attend the school.

Bill Anoatubby, Governor of 
the Chickasaw Nation, said the 
camp is part of an overall effort 
to provide unique educational 
opportunities for students.

“We believe camps and acad-
emies such as this provide infor-
mation and inspiration that may 
help these young people lead 
more productive and fulfilling 
lives,” said Gov. Anoatubby. 

One highlight of the week’s 

activities was the chance to meet 
and hear three Apollo astronauts 
who have walked on the moon. 
Students heard astronauts Gene 
Cernan, Alan Bean and John 
Young speak of their experi-
ences.

“That was amazing! That 
was really sweet,” said Carson 
Turner of Edmond. “Those three 
guys had been to the moon and 
one of them was the last man to 
leave footprints on the moon. 

“It was a once in a lifetime op-
portunity. It’s just - wow!”

Turner said he has always been 
interested in flight and he came 
to Space School with CNASA to 
help him choose between avia-
tion and aerospace.

Space School centers on a 
mock mission to Mars, giving 
students the opportunity to work 
as a team to plan, budget and de-

Chickasaw students experience NASA Space School 

As part of the Space School 
experience, CNASA students 
visited parts of the Johnson 
Space Center not open to the 
general public.

During this “Level Nine Tour” 
students saw astronauts in train-
ing and mission control centers 
in operation, as well as learning 
little-known information about 
Johnson Space Center.

Students watched astronauts 
training for space walks, also 
known as extra-vehicular ac-
tivities, in the neutral buoyancy 
lab. 

Chickasaw Nation Aviation 
and Space Academy students 
attending Space School at 
Space Center Houston had the 
unique opportunity to hear first 
hand from three men who have 
walked on the moon.

Alan Bean, John Young and 
Gene Cernan spoke at Space 
Center Houston June 7 as part 
of an event titled “Moonwalkers 
and a Movie.”

After a montage of film clips 

Members of the CNASA Blue Team won the award 
for outstanding rover and best overall performance 
during Space School at Space Center Houston. From 
left are Katie Mitchell, Jacob Standridge, Garrett 
Davis, laura Ash and Brandon Blankenship.

Students purchase rover parts from Space School 
instructor Jamie Semple. From left are Catie New-
port, Jalena Walker, Jacob Standridge, Christina 
Cassel, Kris Kincheloe, Blake Barnes and Semple.

sign a rocket, rover and landing 
device needed for a successful 
mission. 

While he had been involved 
in a similar program at Francis 
Tuttle Vo-tech this year, Turner 
said this week at Space Center 
Houston added another dimen-
sion.

“I learned a lot,” he said. “I 
really enjoyed it because I got to 
see the circumstances in which 
these aerospace engineers and 
these men and women work, so 
it was easier for me to under-
stand what it would be like if I 
did grow up and decide I wanted 
to come here and work.”

Katie Mitchell, a senior at 
Ringling High School, was 
selected as her team’s systems 
manager. 

“I thought that was a really big 
honor,” she said.

Her group was ultimately 
awarded the honor as “best 
overall team.”

She said that she tried to help 
her team communicate more 
effectively, because the projects 
required each team member to 
know their specific role.

“The main key was commu-
nication,” she said. “Our motto 
was “to speak without thinking 
is to shoot without aiming.”

 She said that motto helped 
her team think their way through 
the projects and work more ef-
fectively.

Students were also treated to a 
level nine tour, where they were 
able to see mission control cen-
ters in action, watch astronauts 

training in the neutral buoyancy 
laboratory and see other training 
facilities not open to the general 
public.

Brandon Blankenship of 
Byng, said it was “really cool” 
to be able to take the tour.

While virtually all of the stu-
dents agreed that Space school 
was a great learning experience, 
they did not agree when asked 
to give advice to Chickasaw 
students considering attending 
the school in the future.

Kris Kincheloe of Durant said 
while he was more inclined to 
pursue an aerospace career after 
his Space School experience, it 
is not for everyone.

“If you’re a lazy person, don’t 
come to this camp,” he said. 

He added that the success of 
the team depended on everyone 
making a contribution and those 
not willing to put forth a strong 
effort might be a detriment to 
their team.

Turner voiced a different 
opinion.

“Do it! No matter what, - do 
it,” he said. “If you’re even re-
motely interested or think you’re 
interested in anything having to 
do with space come and see how 
you like it here.”

Katie Mitchell and Jacob Standridge work on the 
Blue Team rover. 

Contributed by Tony Choate,  
tribal media relations.

from the Apollo program, in-
cluding footage of each of the 
astronauts on the moon, the 
astronauts discussed their ex-
periences.

Eugene Cernan, who was the 
lat man to walk on the moon as 
part of the Apollo 17 crew in 
1972, said the Apollo astronauts 
“became the Lewis and Clark of 

CNASA students hear 
from Apollo astronauts

Students receive special tour 
of Johnson Space Center

The neutral buoyancy lab is an 
indoor pool 202 feet long, 102 
feet wide and 40 feet deep which 
contains more than 6.2 million 
gallons of water.

It contains mock ups of large 
section of the space shuttle and 
the International Space Station.

Astronauts in the pool wear a 
combination of flotation devices 
and weights which give them an 
equal tendency to float or sink.

In this near weightless envi-

See CNASA students, 
page 29

See Apollo astronauts, 
page 29

Young people get plenty of ‘hands on’ experience
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An award winning author, a 
former tribal legislator, a for-
mer BIA official and a tribal 
elder dedicated to preserving 
Chickasaw culture will be in-
ducted into the Chickasaw Hall 
of Fame 6:30 p.m. August 10 at 
Riverwind Casino in Goldsby, 
Okla.

Retired astronaut and Chicka-
saw Hall of Fame member John 
Herrington will serve as master 
of ceremonies at the event. 

Chickasaw Nation Governor 
Bill Anoatubby will participate 
in the induction ceremonies.

“It is a privilege to honor each 
of these outstanding individu-
als,” said Gov. Anoatubby. “This 
is a diverse group with a wide 
variety of talents and abilities. 
One thing they share, however, 
is an unselfish dedication to 
serving others.” 

Pulitzer Prize finalist Linda 
Hogan, former BIA official 
Zane Browning and tribal elder 
Pauline Carpenter Brown are 
scheduled to be present for the 
induction ceremony.

Former tribal legislator Robert 
Stephens will be inducted post-
humously. Family members are 
expected to accept the award on 
his behalf.

Ms. Hogan is a poet, short sto-
ry writer, novelist, playwright, 
and essayist. She has played a 
prominent role in the develop-

ment of contemporary Native 
American poetry and prose. 

Her novel Mean Spirit was a 
finalist for a Pulitzer in 1990 and 
won an Oklahoma Book Award 
for Fiction in 1991. She was 
awarded the Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award from the Native 
Writers’ Circle of the Americas 
in 1998. Other awards are too 
numerous to list.

Mr. Browning began his career 
with the BIA at age 19. In 1991, 
he received the Meritorious Ser-
vice Award from the Department 
of the Interior in recognition of 
his dedicated service and out-
standing contributions on behalf 
of Indian people.

Mr. Browning served as su-
perintendent of the local BIA 
Agency from 1979 to 1993.

He assisted in establishing 
Chickasaw Nation compacts 
for control of many BIA pro-
grams. 

He also helped establish the 
Chickasaw Nation health clinic 
in Ardmore.

Mrs. Brown is a fluent speaker 
of the Chickasaw language and 
has considerable knowledge of 
Chickasaw history and culture. 

She serves on the Chicka-
saw Language Committee, the 
Chickasaw Nation Historical 
society and the tribal election 
board.

She also makes use of her 

knowledge in her work as a 
consultant to Wickliffe Mounds 
Archeological Site in Kentucky, 
the Union County Historical and 
Genealogical Museum in Mis-
sissippi, and The Old Post Office 
Museum also in Mississippi.  

Mr. Stephens served on the 
original steering committee 
which wrote the by-laws of the 
Chickasaw Nation in 1978.

He served two terms as a 
Chickasaw tribal legislator and 
was the first chairperson of that 
legislative body.

Reservations are being ac-
cepted on a first call basis for 
the Chickasaw Hall of Fame 
Induction Banquet. 

Pulitzer Prize finalist Linda 
Hogan, former BIA official Zane 
Browning, tribal elder Pauline 
Carpenter Brown and former 
tribal legislator Robert Stephens 
will be inducted into the Chicka-
saw Hall of Fame 6:30 p.m. 
Friday, August 10 at Riverwind 
Casino in Norman.

Chickasaw Nation Governor 
Bill Anoatubby will participate 
in the induction ceremonies.

Retired astronaut and Chicka-
saw Hall of Fame member John 
Herrington will serve as master 
of ceremonies at the event.

Ms. Hogan, Mr. Browning 
and Mrs. Brown are scheduled 
to be present for the induction 
ceremony.

Chickasaw Nation announces 2007 Hall of Fame inductees
He was director of cultural re-

sources and served as chairman 
of the cultural committee for the 
Chickasaw Nation.  

Mr. Stephens was the first 
gaming commissioner for the 
Chickasaw Nation. He also 
served as Chairman and vice-
Chairman of the Oklahoma 
Indian Gaming Association.  

There is no charge to attend, 
but reservations are required for 
the event, which is expected to 
accommodate approximately 
400 guests.

Reservations are being ac-
cepted. Reservations must be 
made by July 28.

For more information, or to 
make reservations, contact: 

Janet Reubin
520 E. Arlington
PO Box 1548 
Ada, OK  74821, 
Phone: 580-436-7265
E m a i l :  j a n e t .

reubin@chickasaw.net

Reservations now available for 
Chickasaw Hall of Fame Banquet

Mr. Stephens will be inducted 
posthumously. Family members 
are expected to accept the award 
on his behalf.

Guests will enjoy a banquet-
type meal, live music and a 
demonstration by the Chickasaw 
Dance Troupe.

There is no charge to attend, 
but reservations are required for 
the event, which is expected to 
accommodate approximately 
400 guests.

Reservations must be made 
by August 3.

For more information, or to 
make reservations, contact: 

Janet Reubin
520 E. Arlington
PO Box 1548 
Ada, OK  74821, 
Phone: 580-436-7265
E m a i l :  j a n e t .

reubin@chickasaw.net

Contributed by Tony Choate,  
tribal media relations.

In June, the Chickasaw Nation 
hosted a ribbon cutting cer-
emony at the newly constructed 
Chickasaw Nation Community 
Center located in Ada, Okla-
homa.

Approximately 150 guests 
were on hand to tour the 10,800 
square-foot facility which in-
cludes a banquet hall accom-
modating up to 500 people, a 
large conference room that can 
be divided into two smaller 
conference rooms, a full kitchen, 
a catering staging area, a large 
lobby area and offices.

 “What an exciting day,” 
Chickasaw Nation Governor 
Bill Anoatubby said during an 
address to those in attendance. 

“We feel very blessed to be here 
to celebrate the opening of this 
beautiful facility.”

The building also features 
a state-of-the-art audio visual 
system and outdoor amenities 
such as a horseshoe pit, volley-
ball court, basketball goal and 
parking for 150 vehicles.

“We are happy to officially 
open this facility and hope it 
will help serve the needs of our 
community,” said Governor 
Anoatubby. “We believe it is 
designed to accommodate just 
about any event or occasion for 
our Chickasaw families.”

Designed by Wynn Associates 
and constructed by Larry Finch 
Building Corporation, the Ada 

Ribbon cut on Ada Community Center

Community Center is the larg-
est of the Chickasaw Nation’s 
five current community centers 
located throughout the tribe’s 
boundaries. The Ada Commu-
nity Center is located directly 
east of the tribal headquarters 
building on the corner of Missis-
sippi and Arlington in Ada. 

The Ada Community Center 
was constructed to fill the need 
for adequate meeting facilities 
for special events and large 
meetings and trainings as well 
as family reunions, parties and 
gatherings.

Several Chickasaw Nation citizens, staff, officials and guests gathered for a ribbon cutting 
ceremony to celebrate the opening of the new Chickasaw Nation Ada Community Center on 
North Mississippi in Ada. Officials in the front row include: Building contractor Larry Finch, 
Chickasaw Agency Superintendent for the BIA Traile Glory, Chickasaw Nation Administrator 
Lona Barrick, Chickasaw Legislator Holly Easterling, Chickasaw Legislator Dr. Judy Goforth 
Parker, Chickasaw Nation Governor Bill Anoatubby, Chickasaw Nation Lt. Governor Jefferson 
Keel, Chickasaw Legislator Mary Jo Green, Chickasaw Legislator Dean McManus and Chicka-
saw Legislator Katie Case.

Contributed by Kerri McDonald,  
tribal media relations.

Hogan, Browning, Brown, Stephens to be inducted

New facility a center for activities

mailto:janet.reubin@chickasaw.net
mailto:janet.reubin@chickasaw.net
mailto:janet.reubin@chickasaw.net
mailto:janet.reubin@chickasaw.net
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Business revenue providing expansion of tribal government programs 
FINANCIAL REPORT

The tribal government cap-
tion includes the tribe’s gen-
eral fund and the tribe’s BIA 
trust funds. The Chickasaw 
Businesses include all of the 
businesses and operations of 
the Chickasaw Enterprises.  
Not included in the financial 
statements are federally or 
state funded programs and/or 
grants and the financial state-
ments of Bank 2 and Chicka-
saw Industries, Inc.  

The growing needs of the 
businesses are taken into ac-
count when determining the 
transfers from the businesses 
to the general fund. It is vital 
to the long range mission of 
the Chickasaw Nation that the 
businesses continue to grow 
and diversify.

 Revenues of the tribal op-
eration, other than the transfer 
from businesses, include mo-
tor fuel settlement funds and 
investment income. Chicka-
saw Businesses revenues in-
clude gaming revenues net 
of prizes, sales revenue at 
convenience, travel plazas 
and tobacco stores, rent and 
investment income.

Tribal expenditures are clas-
sified by function. General 
government includes the elec-
tion commission, mainte-
nance and operations of tribal 
property, Chickasaw Times 
and governor’s and lt. gover-
nor’s offices. Expenditure for 

education includes education 
scholarship as well as the tribe’s 
division of education. Health 
expenditures include senior citi-
zens sites, eye glasses, hearing 
aids, prescription drugs, well-
ness center, community health 
clinics, catastrophic medical 
assistance and other similar 
programs not covered by federal 
programs or grants.

The businesses’ expenditures 
are classified as to expenses as-
sociated with gaming operation 
of the tribe and the other busi-
nesses of the tribe.

Executive Summary of the 
Financial Statements of the 
period ending May 31, 2007

Tribal Government
Revenues and transfers from 

the businesses for operations 
and fixed assets totaled $56.3 
million year-to-date. Expendi-
tures for the month were $2.9 
million and $27.8 year-to-date. 
There has been a total, begin-
ning in fiscal year 2004, of $82.5 
million transferred from the 
businesses that were reserved 
for capital projects. 

Chickasaw Businesses 
Revenue net of gaming prizes 

for May totaled $58 million 
and $431 million year-to-date.  
Net income before the transfers 
to the Tribal Government was 
$21 million for the month and 
$144 million year-to-date. After 
transfers to the Tribal Govern-
ment for capital projects and 
tribal program operations the 

net income was $63 million 
year-to-date. The net income 
includes all revenue, including 
amounts reserved for business 
growth and expansion. 

Statement of Net Assets
At May 31, 2007, the tribal 

government funds had $76 mil-
lion in cash and investments.  Of 
this amount, $11.5 million is in 

program funding, had assets 
totaling $696 million with 
$130 million in payables re-
sulting in net assets of $566 
million compared to $509 
million at the end of the 1st 
quarter of fiscal year 2007 
or an increase of $57 million 
over the first quarter of the 
fiscal year. 

the BIA Trust funds. This total 
does not include any federal 
program funds.

The businesses had $115 mil-
lion in cash and investments 
which is reserved for accounts 
payable and business opera-
tions.

As of May 31, 2007,  tribe 
operations, excluding federal 

Nominations are currently 
being accepted for the 2006 
Chickasaw Nation Heritage 
Preservation Awards for authors 
documenting Chickasaw history 
and culture. 

Authors of books, doctoral 
dissertations, master’s theses 
and articles dealing with some 
aspect of Chickasaw heritage 
published in 2006 or 2007 may 
be eligible for awards ranging 
up to $5,000.

“This awards program is de-
signed to encourage and inspire 
authors to expand the scope of 
knowledge of our tribe’s his-
tory, heritage and culture,” said 
Chickasaw Nation Governor 
Bill Anoatubby.

Gov. Anoatubby worked with 
Oklahoma Historical Society ex-

ecutive director Dr. Bob Black-
burn and Dr. Paul Lambert, 
former historian-in-residence 
and executive director of the 
Oklahoma Heritage Association, 
to establish the program.

A $5,000 award will be pre-
sented for best book, $4,000 
for best doctoral dissertation, 
$2,000 for best master’s thesis 
and $1,000 for best article.

Cash awards and commemo-
rative plaques are scheduled to 
be presented to winners during 
the Chickasaw Annual Meet-
ing Arts and Culture Awards 
Ceremony.

To be eligible for consider-
ation, published works in each 
category must deal specifically 
with some aspect of Chickasaw 
Heritage, including history, cus-

Chickasaw Nation accepting nominations for publication awards
toms, traditions, visual and/or 
performing arts. Moreover, the 
works must be documented, 
either through the use of foot-
notes, endnotes or a listing of 
sources.

Books from any press, dis-
sertations and theses from any 
accredited institution of higher 
learning, and articles from any 
periodical publication shall be 
considered providing that they 
meet the eligibility require-
ments outlined in the previous 
paragraph.

Nominations must include 
five copies of the book, disser-
tation, thesis, or article being 
nominated. 

Entries should be submitted 
to Dr. Amanda Cobb-Greetham, 
Administrator of Division of 

History, Research, and Schol-
arship

520 East Arlington 
Ada, Okla. 74820
Deadline for receipt of nomi-

nations is 5 p.m. Friday, August 

In an effort to provide a wider 
selection of authentic Chickasaw 
artwork, the Chickasaw Outpost 
is searching for Chickasaw art-
ists and craftsmen interested in 
sharing their talents. 

Chickasaw citizens and others 
are interested in obtaining arts 
and crafts produced by Chicka-
saw artists.

Painters, sculptors, ball stick 

makers, bow makers and other 
Chickasaw artisans are encour-
aged to contact the Chickasaw 
outpost to make arrangements 
for sale of artwork at the store 
and through the Website.

For information, call the 
Chickasaw Outpost at (580) 
332-1458.

24, 2007. 
For information, call (580) 

436-7265. 

Contributed by Tony Choate,  
tribal media relations.

Chickasaw Outpost seeks 
authentic arts and crafts

Contributed by Tony Choate,  
tribal media relations.

Awards promote study, articles on Chickasaw history
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Births

Customer Service Survey on the web
Chickasaw citizens who com-

plete a new tribal customer 
service survey will have the op-
portunity to win $100.

Chickasaws can access the 
Customer Service Survey by go-
ing to the tribal website at www.
chickasaw.net. The survey seeks 
input from citizens regarding 

tribal programs, services and 
customer service. 

Once you have completed the 
survey, you can enter the $100 
giveaway. The $100 will be 
given away each quarter. Win-
ners will be announced in the 
Chickasaw Times.

For information 
on services or help 
with questions, call 

toll-free 1-866-
466-1481.

Citizens At 
Large Help 

Number

Phoenix Townsend Flores 
was born April 25, 2007 at the 
Women’s Hospital of Texas, 
Houston. He weighed 8 lbs., and 
measured 21 inches.

Phoenix is the son of Jesse and 
Johnie Flores, Houston. 

He is the grandson of John and 
Julia Blasingim. He is the great-
grandson of the late D.B. and 
Bette Townsend, the great-great-
grandson of the late Charles and 
Bette Duncum and the great-
great-great-grandson of the late 
William Henry Duncum.Phoenix Flores

K a y l a  J o 
Wood turned 
15 years old 
while at Para-
d ise  I s land , 
Bahamas on 
May 29, 2007.  
She celebrated 
her birthday 
by swimming 
with the dol-
ph ins  a long 

with her sister 
Neely, Mom and Aunt Teresa.  

Kayla Jo will be in the 10th grade this fall at Tishomingo (OK) 
High School. She is active in the Mid America Youth Basketball 
League (OK Westins), softball, basketball and cheerleading. 
She is on the Chickasaw Nation Governor’s Honor Program and 
Tishomingo School Honor Roll. Kayla Jo loves pitching softball.

She is the daughter of Patricia Wood and Scott Wood of 
Tishomingo and the big sister to  Neely and Cheyenne Wood.  

Her grandparents are Phyllis Seymore of Bethany, Okla., the late 
Joe Plumley and Larry and Eugenia Wood of Tishomingo.  Her 
great-grandparents are Floyd and Joyce Hackworth of Bromide, 
Okla.

Happy 15th birthday Kayla Jo!
We love you!

Kayla Jo Wood

Benjamin J. Bigbie was recog-
nized as an Outstanding Sopho-
more at the University of Okla-
homa Campus Awards Program 
on March 30, 2007. 

Recognizing excellence in the 
areas of scholarship, character, 
leadership and service to the uni-
versity community, this award is 
the highest honor bestowed to 
sophomores by the university 
community.

Mr. Bigbie has also been re-
cently selected a member of the 
2007-2008 Crimson Club. The 
Crimson Club is a prestigious 
student organization under the 
wings of the Office of the Presi-
dent. Designed to further the un-
derstanding of the history, tradi-
tions and unique environment of 
the University, its membership 
is composed of a select group of 
outstanding student leaders from 

all corners of the student body. 
Each member has been carefully 
identified as having outstanding 
leadership potential and a great 
pride in the University.

As campus ambassadors, 
Crimson Club members repre-
sent the University at special 
events, serve as hosts to visiting 
dignitaries and special guests, 
and assist the President in gen-
eral service.

Mr. Bigbie is a 2005 graduate 
of Norman North (OK) High 
School and is a pre-med student 
beginning his junior year at 
OU. He holds a 4.0 grade point 
average.

His parents are Bane and 
Melanie Bigbie, of Norman. 
He is the grandson of Bane and 
Faye Bigbie, and the late Wilma 
Bigbie, of Ringling, Okla., and 
Ann Wise Eldridge, and the late 
Jim Bill Wise, of Tulsa. 

He is the great-grandson of 
Anne Riley Wise, of Okmulgee, 
Okla., and the late Fanny Jew-
ell Coffey Bigbie, an original 
Chickasaw enrollee.

Benjamin Bigbie receives the Outstanding Sopho-
more award from University of Oklahoma President 
David L. Boren.

A Chickasaw martial artist 
recently visited Okinawa, Japan. 
Richard Ringer has trained in 
Shorin-Ryu karate for over 20 
years. He dreamed of someday 
visiting Okinawa, the birthplace 
of karate.

During his stay he had the 
honor to train with Makishi Sen-
sei, a ninth-degree blackbelt, in 
the Makishi family Dojo. Maki-
shi Sensei is well known around 
the world in Shorin-Ryu. 

Having read many books 
about the island and its unique 
history, it was a great experience 

for Mr. Ringer.
Mr. Ringer has many relatives 

living in Oklahoma including 
aunts Margaret Mckinzie, of 
Pauls Valley, and Camella Phil-
lips, of Ada. He is the grandson 
of the late W.C. Blevins. A 
resident of Cambria, Calif., 
Mr. Ringer is employed with 

the California Department of 
Corrections and also teaches 
karate. Karate has had a posi-
tive influence on Mr. Ringer’s 
life. The Okinawan people are 
the longest living people in the 
world and Mr. Ringer would like 
to believe that karate contributes 
to their long lives.

Chickasaw martial artist Richard Ringer, back row 
far left, and Makishi Sensei, second row on left.

Chickasaw martial artist travels to Okinawa; 
trains with ninth-degree blackbelt master

Chickasaw student named  OU ‘Outstanding 
Sophomore;’  selected for Crimson Club

CHICKASHA, Okla. - A 
Chickasaw Nation representa-
tive will be in Chickasha on July 
16 to answer questions about 
tribal programs.

For more information, or to 
apply for tribal elderly energy 
assistance, tribal emergency 
utility assistance, energy assis-
tance, community health repre-

sentatives, or other programs, 
visit Bettie Black at Oklahoma 
Workforce, 301 S. 2nd Street 
from 8:30 a.m. to 11 a.m.

A tribal representative will 
be available for questions at 
Oklahoma Workforce the third 
Monday of each month.

For more information, call 
(405) 527-6667.

Chickasaw Nation Rep in Chickasha
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Ada Senior 
Citizens Gift Shop

1005 Chamber Loop, 
Ada, OK

(580) 436-1007
SW jewelry, dream catchers, 

caps and lots of  Chickasaw items. 
Shop the Ada Senior Citizens 
Gift Shop for all your gift giving 
items!

Chickasaw Nation Vocational 
Rehabilitation employees Kei-
sha Factor and Valorie Walters 
were awarded bachelor’s de-
grees during commencement 
exercises at East Central Uni-
versity May 12, 2007.

Mrs. Factor graduated with a 
bachelor of arts with a concen-

tration of vocational rehabilita-
tion. She has been employed 
with Chickasaw Nation for 
nine years, the past six with the 
VR department. Mrs. Factor 
began her career with VR as 
an administrative assistant. As 
she became familiar with VR 
and saw the changes VR made 

Valorie WaltersKeisha Factor

to the consumers’ lives, she 
decided she wanted to become 
a counselor. 

In 2004 she became a coun-
selor-in-training while earning 
her bachelor’s degree. She tire-
lessly worked her way through 
college while maintaining full-
time employment and a full-time 
college schedule. 

“I want to thank my wonderful 
husband, Terry Factor and my 
family for encouraging and be-
lieving in me,” Mrs. Factor said. 
“I also want to thank Governor 
Anoatubby, Lisa John and my 
co-workers for the assistance 
and opportunities given to bet-
ter my education. I am grateful 
I work for a director like Mi-
chelle Wilson who encourages 
education in her staff. I am also 
very thankful for the financial 
assistance I received by Chicka-
saw Nation Higher Education 

A Chickasaw student was 
recently selected scholarship 
recipient for N.E.W. leader-
ship at the University of Okla-
homa. 

Janessa Monetathchi was 
chosen for the scholarship 

Oklahoma State Rep. Lisa Johnson Billy, left, with 
Janessa Monetathchi, a graduate of Tishomingo (OK) 
High School and N.E.W. scholarship recipient.

designed for college females 
and teaches policy making and 
leadership. N.E.W. leadership 
also visits the State Capitol al-
lowing a one-on-one conversa-
tion with elected officials. 

Department.”
Mrs. Walters completed 

coursework for a degree in 
mass communication with a 
concentration of public relations 
and advertising in December 
2006. She began her career with 
Chickasaw Nation in 2002 when 
she was first employed in the Of-
fice of Environmental Health. 

“When I began with OEH I felt 
as though I found not only a job, 
but an extended family,” Mrs. 
Walters said. “The staff there 
was amazing and so supportive 
of everything I attempted.” 

In February 2005 her career 
goals changed and she moved 
from OEH to VR as a job de-
veloper. 

“The best part of my job is 
the hands on participation with 
the consumers, she said. I try 
to make the environment com-
fortable and fun for consumers 

to learn.”  Today, Mrs. Walters 
continues her career as a job 
developer, where she teaches 
people interviewing techniques, 
resume building, completing ap-
plications, team building, com-
munication, proper dress, good 
hygiene and other soft skills one 
needs to obtain employment. 

   “I certainly thank my hus-
band, Wade for his encourage-
ment,” she said.  “My sister, 
family and all the co-workers I 
had along my educational jour-
ney for their support. I admire 
the leadership of the Chickasaw 
Nation for putting such effort 
into the education of our people 
and I am thankful to Governor 
Anoatubby, administrator Lisa 
John, and the employees in the 
education department for their 
assistance in making my own 
and many other citizen’s educa-
tional dreams come true.” 

The Chickasaw language 
revitalization is very impor-
tant to the Chickasaw Nation. 
The Chickasaw Nation Child 
Development Center has been 
teaching the language to the 
children beginning with the 
infants. Teachers play music 
that has been translated into the 
Chickasaw language. 

As the children grow and 
advance they are exposed 
to other Chickasaw words. 
They learn colors, numbers 
and animals. The children en-
joy learning the language and 
this is a segment to preserv-
ing our history and culture.  
The language is taught in the 
Head Start classrooms, child 
care classrooms ages six weeks 
to five years and the school age 
classrooms ages five to nine. 

The language is taught by Vera 
Tims, Sina Ogg, Pauline Brown 
and Michelle Wilson. There are 

Grandma Sina Ogg, from left, teacher Janota Sten-
son, Case Statford, Cole Logan, Lexi Matthews and 
Brooklyn Ryan at a Chickasaw language session.

Vocational Rehabilitation employees earn bachelor’s degrees from ECU
Factor, Walters graduate during May commencement

Monetathchi 
earns scholarship

Chickasaw language program begins with the very 
young; curriculum advances with student progress

many volunteers and elders who also help with the language.
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Jeannie Barbour has recently 
been appointed director of the 
Chickasaw Nation Libraries, 
Archives and Collections de-
partment, an element of the 
Division of History, Research 
and Scholarship.

In her new position, Barbour 
will perform all administrative 
duties for the tribal genealogy, 
archaeology, photo archives and 
library departments.

The goal of these departments 
is to provide places to learn 
about Chickasaw history and 
culture. To achieve that goal the 
departments plan to preserve, 
protect, add to and learn from 
Chickasaw Nation archives, 
collections and libraries.

Plans are also in place to cul-
tivate research and scholarship 
opportunities and to help foster 
new generations of Chickasaw 
historians and scholars. 

“It is a very exciting time 
for the Libraries, Archives and 
Collections department,” said 
Barbour. “The new facility 
planned for the Cultural Center 
site in Sulphur will have state-

of-the-art facilities to house our 
valuable photo, documents and 
archaeological collections.  The 
technology will allow interested 
persons access to the archives 
like never before. The staff that I 
am working with is very knowl-
edgeable about Chickasaw his-
tory and culture. I can’t think of 
a better place to work right now 
in the Tribe.”

Barbour has worked with the 
Chickasaw Nation intermit-
tently for the past 20 years, most 
recently as an artist, writer and 
historian for the Multimedia De-
partment. She has also worked in 
marketing for Chickasaw Nation 
Enterprises, as well as in many 
other capacities. She began her 
career as a designer for Award 
Design Medals, and has worked 
for several advertising agencies 
as a graphic artist and writer in 

Barbour named Director Of Libraries, Archives, and Collections

Contributed by Dana Hudspeth,  
tribal media relations.

Joshua D. Hinson has been 
recently named Director of 
Museums and Historic Sites for 
the Chickasaw Nation Division 
of Culture.

 In his new position, Hinson 
will be responsible for collabo-
rating with the Museums and 
Historic Sites team on exhibits, 
programs, classes and educa-
tional outreach relating to the 
Chickasaw National Capitol, 
the Chickasaw Council House 
Museum, the Chickasaw White 
House, Chisha’ Talla’a’ (Ce-
darscape), Burney Institute and 
Kullihoma. 

Providing the information to 
Chickasaw citizens and other 
interested persons on Chickasaw 
history, language and culture is 
also a top priority in his new 
position.

“I am honored to have been ap-
pointed Director of the Depart-
ment of Museums and Historic 
Sites,” said Hinson. “Working 
daily to increase knowledge of 
our Chickasaw history, language 
and culture through museum and 
historic site interpretation is a 
privilege. I find great personal 
and professional satisfaction 
in working for and with my 
Chickasaw people.”

Hinson has been employed 
by the Tribe since 2004, most 
recently as Manager of the 
Chickasaw Nation Photographic 
Archives. He also served as 
curator/manager of the Chicka-
saw Council House Museum 
in Tishomingo.  Prior to work-
ing for the Chickasaw Nation, 
Hinson was an Acquisitions 
Consultant at the Adobe Gallery, 
Albuquerque, and director/cura-
tor for the Clover Virginia Shore 
Art Gallery, Abilene Christian 
University, Abilene, Texas.

He graduated magna cum 
laude in 2001 from Abilene 

Christian University with a 
bachelor’s degree in art. He 
anticipates earning a master’s 
degree from the University of 
New Mexico this year.

An accomplished artist, Hin-
son created the pen and ink 
drawing “Earth Diver,” which 
was featured on the cover of the 
Chickasaw Historical Society 
2005 Calendar.

He and his wife, Mika, and 
their two sons, Levi and Noah, 
live in Ada.

Hinson is a member of the 
Chickasaw Nation Dance 
Troupe, American Association 
of Museums, Native American 
Art Studies Association, Ameri-
can Association of Museums, 
and Central Church of Christ 
in Ada.

In his spare time, Hinson en-
joys creating graphic and tradi-
tional arts and making stickball 
sticks. He also participates in 
the Chickasaw Language Revi-
talization Program.

Oklahoma City and Tulsa. She 
originally joined the Chickasaw 
Nation in 1987. 

Barbour earned an associate’s 
degree in art from Murray State 
College, a bachelor’s degree in 
fine art from Oklahoma State 
University, and has completed 
master’s level course work in 
museum studies.

She is also a graduate of the 
prestigious Leadership Okla-
homa program.

She serves as an adjunct art 
instructor for East Central Uni-
versity and various area techni-
cal schools. Barbour has served 
on the Oklahoma Film Commis-
sion and was appointed by the 
U.S. Secretary of Interior to the 
National Trail of Tears advisory 
board. She is also a member of 
the Colored Pencil Society of 
America.

In her spare time, she cre-
ates artwork in colored pencil, 
oil and acrylic paints, ink and 
watercolor, and researches and 
writes about Chickasaw his-
tory.

She has one son, Micah Hart, 
13, who is a budding artist and 
writer as well.

Eventually the Libraries, Ar-
chives and Collections depart-
ment will be housed in the new 
research center currently under 
construction at the Cultural Cen-
ter campus near Sulphur. “This 
new facility will offer opportu-
nities for Chickasaw people to 
become more actively involved 
in the study and preservation of 
Chickasaw history and culture,” 
Barbour explained.

Jeannie Barbour

Joshua Hinson named Director 
of Museums, Historic Sites

Joshua Hinson

Contributed by Dana Hudspeth,  
tribal media relations.

Steve Cheadle was recently 
appointed as the director of trio 
programs for the Chickasaw 
Foundation Upward Bound 
and Educational Talent Search 
program.

Mr. Cheadle most recently 
served as Educational Talent 
Search program manager at 
East Central University, his 
alma mater. During his five-
years in this position, he helped 
low income and potential first-
generation college students 
reach their educational goals. 
Prior to his position at ECU, he 
worked as a qualified mental 
health professional, counsel-

ing children and teenagers.
Mr. Cheadle earned a bach-

elor’s degree from ECU and 
went on to obtain a master’s 
degree in human resource 
counseling from the Ada uni-
versity. He also served in the 
U.S. Navy and is currently the 
Commanding Officer of the 
1245th Transportation Com-
pany in Madill, Okla.

In 2003, his unit was de-
ployed to Iraq for one year, 
where he served as a platoon 
leader. After his tour, he was 
awarded a Bronze Star for 
bringing his entire platoon 
home safely.

Mr. Cheadle is a native of 
Tishomingo. He and his wife 
have four children. He is a 
member of the First Baptist 
Church in Tishomingo, and 
is a former board member of 
the Lions Club, Boy Scouts 
of America, the Tishomingo 
City Council, and the Family 
Medical Center of Southern 
Oklahoma.

In his free time, he enjoys 
spending quality time with his 
wife and four children.

Cheadle named 
Upward Bound director

Steve Cheadle

Contributed by Dana Hud-
speth,  tribal media relations.

Keeper of genealogy, archaeology
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On April 15, 2007 Tus-
cumbia Landing was desig-
nated a Certified Historic site 
by the National Park Service.  

This is the first site certifica-
tion in the state of Alabama 
and the most significant. The 
landing was used during Re-
moval and is an example of 
multiple transportation uses. 
The train bed, the wagon road 
and the landing itself are still 
visible and the landing still 
maintains its integrity. 

Sheffield’s West Carter Park 
is on a bluff overlooking Tus-
cumbia Landing. The park has 
been closed for many years but 
renovations have been made to 
the pavilions and many other 
renovations are being made. 
The development of the park 
has not disturbed the landing 
site. 

Sheffield will open the park 
on September 7, 2007 for the 
Colbert Family Reunion. This 
event will take place at 5 p.m. 
in the afternoon. Tuscumbia 
Landing will also be open at 
this time. 

 Reed Kirkland will give an 
update on the progress of the 
Tharp Cemetery where Nancy 
Colbert is buried. The South-
eastern Anthropology Institute 
will be present along with 
members of the Natchez Trace 
Genealogy Society. Local his-
torians and city representatives 
are also invited. 

The Walk of Life will be 
Saturday morning after the 
dedication by the National 
Park Service.

For more information call 
256-381-0700.

2007 World Swimming Champion Margaret Hoel-
zer, center, signed autographs and posed for 
pictures on June 15 at All American Swim Supply 
in Collierville, Tenn. Pictured with Margaret are 
Blake and Logan Havern, of Collierville. Blake 
and Logan are the great-grandsons of the late 
Charline Penner Von Tunglen, who was born in 
Mill Creek, Okla., in 1914.

Purcell and Pauls Valley Chickasaw senior citizens attended “Bob Wills Day” 
recently at the Oklahoma State Capitol. State Rep. Lisa Johnson Billy, far right, 
a Chickasaw, invited the senior sites.

June 4, 2007 began the pilot 
project: Chickasaw Immersion 
Class within the Ada Chickasaw 
Nation Head Start After School 
Program for children ages 3 
- 5. Students who participate in 
the program will be immersed 
in the language 17 hours each 
week through the month of June.  
During the immersion project 
children will focus on Chicka-
saw words for: animals, colors, 
numbers, names commands, 
foods and common phrases. 
The students will be taught the 
language by fluent speaker and 
employee of the Division of 
Education, Vera Tims.

Each week the children will 
participate in field trips that will 
allow them to use and learn new 
Chickasaw words in a fun envi-
ronment. The first field trip was 

to the Wellness Center for an 
afternoon of swimming. On this 
day JoAnn Ellis, guest speaker 
taught the children Chickasaw 
words relating to water such 

as: swim, jump, duck and fish. 
Splashes and smiles invaded the 
pool as the children enjoyed the 
afternoon of speaking Chicka-
saw.

Week two took the little ones 
to the Community Gardens 
showing them to grow and care 
for various plants and flowers. 
The children had a blast as they 
explored the colorful, exciting 
gardens. 

   The fun is not over for the 
little ones yet. The next stop 
will be Arbuckle Wilderness and 
then Kullihoma. Each adven-
ture allows the children to use 
the Chickasaw language in an 
exciting way. Along with field 
trips the children will learn and 
speak Chickasaw in the class-
room while going through daily 
activities.

Swimming at the Wellness Center.

Visiting the Community Gardens.

Count of Voters by District
Tishomingo 4,479
Pickens 6,275

Panola  1,398
Pontotoc 9,375
Total           21,527

Swimming champ

Seniors visit state capitol

Head Start students ‘immersed’ in 
Chickasaw language during summer Colbert reunion September 7 

at Tuscumbia Landing
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Our Grandchildren, Gavin Mi-
chael Storkel, 4,  and Madison 
Jean Storkel, 2, have supplied us 
not only with a generous amount of 
joy, surprise, affection, and wisdom 
- they have offered us a brighter, 
more hopeful view of our world 
and our fellow beings.

Their simplicity of heart and 
lack of guile, their loving words 
and actions their genuine con-
sideration for the feelings and 
needs of others is beautiful to 
see as they imitate the goodness, 
industry, and honesty of not only 
their parents, but of other sig-

n i f i c a n t  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  w h o m  t h e y  i n t e r a c t . 
We are very grateful for our children and our children’s children. It is 
through their eyes and dreams and voices by their innocent and hon-
est love that you and I and all creation regain hope, nurture wisdom, 

carry on, hold fast to our dreams and grow young and wise again.
Gavin and Madison are our greatest accomplishments, and the most treasured beings in our lives. 

They have taught us the true meaning of family and how important that can be. They are always there 
to make us laugh, and to make us strive to be better parents. We love them both and thank them ev-
eryday for the opportunity to be there for them.

Gavin Michael and Madison Jean Storkel Jennifer Morgan Friesen
Jennifer Morgan Fri-

esen is a 2007 graduate 
of Weatherford High 
School, Weatherford, 
Okla. She is the daugh-
ter of Chris and Bren-
da Friesen. She is the 
granddaughter of Carol 
and Terry Minzey, El-
more City, Okla., and 
the niece of Chickasaw 
Legislator Wanda Black-
wood Tippit Scott.

Jennifer was involved 
in DECA(president, 
treasurer and secretary), 
FCCLA (reporter), Stu-
dent Council (sergeant at 

arms, treasurer), FAT (vice president), Key Club, accounting, 
FCA, Eagle Ambassador, Early Bird Reader, class officer, 
a member of EBC youth, voted Best Personality and spring 
homecoming candidate.

Jennifer plans to attend college at Southwestern Oklahoma 
State University, Weatherford.

Cristina Edelman
Cristina Edelman has recently earned a 

master’s degree in school counseling from 
Wichita State University.  She graduated with 
honors during the May 12, 2007 commence-
ment ceremonies.  

Ms. Edelman has served as the Native 
American Teaching Specialist under the Title 
VII program for Kansas USD 259 for the past 
three years.  She plans to begin work on her 
Licensed Practicing Clinician’s certification 
in the fall. 

She is the daughter of Lynn Stumblingbear 
and granddaughter of Julia Cheadle Byrd, 
of Ada. 

 Taylor Frost is a 2007 graduate of 
Pauls Valley High School, Pauls Valley, 
Okla. She is the daughter of Vernon and 
Tina Frost. She is the granddaughter of 
Ray and Linda Frost, and Edith McEl-
haney and the great-granddaughter of the 
late Lillian Fowler.

Taylor was active in basketball and 
softball. She is a member of the Gover-
nor’s Honor Roll and was a student at 
Mid American Technology School for 
the past two years in health science. She 
has been a member of HOSA for the past 
two years.

Taylor plans to continue her education 
in nursing.

Taylor Frost
Lauren Ashley Frank is a 2007 graduate of 

Tomball High School, Tomball, Texas. She is 
the daughter of Kevin and Brenda Frank. She 
is the granddaughter of Barbara LaPrade and 
the late Bennie LaPrade and Beverly Harrison 
and the late Vernon M. Frank. She is the great-
granddaughter of W.W. Perkins, Jr., an original 
enrollee. 

Lauren danced competitively for five years for 
Texas Dance Alliance senior team. She graduated 
in the top 11% of her class and was active in 
National Honor Society for two years. She was 
also active in Spanish Honor Society, FCCLA, 
yearbook, student council, and served as an of-
ficer in the Red Cross Club.

Lauren plans to attending the University of 
Texas, Austin.

Lauren Ashley Frank

Samantha Marie Villanueva
Samantha Marie Villanueva is a 2007 

graduate of Skyline High School, Dallas. She 
is the daughter of Antonio and Stephanie Vil-
lanueva. She is the granddaughter of Timothy 
and Sally Yellowfish, Mesquite, Texas.

Samantha was active in volleyball and 
senior projects. During her school years, 
she volunteered in various capacities for the 
American Indian community, the Urban In-
ter-Tribal Center of Texas, Bear Claw Drum 
group and DISD American Indian Education 
Program (PAC), various softball clubs and 
ROTC.

Samantha is currently attending commu-
nity college to receive her associate’s degree 
and plans to transfers to the University of 
Texas.
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The Chickasaw Nation Divi-
sion of Education has estab-
lished a new program to identify, 
recognize encourage and award 
high achieving Chickasaw stu-
dents.

The Chickasaw Honor Club 
Outstanding Achievement pro-
gram awards an outstanding 
student each month based on 
achievement in art, athletics, 
band, dance, FFA/FHA, jour-
nalism, music, theatre/drama or 
other area.

Students receive an engraved 
plaque and a $25 Walmart gift 
card for their achievement.

“This is a great program for our 
students,” said Chickasaw Na-

tion Governor Bill Anoatubby. 
“It provides the opportunity for 
students who excel in all areas 
of life to be recognized for their 
hard work and dedication.”

Chickasaw students in grades 
two through 12 can be nomi-
nated. There are no residential 
boundary restrictions as this 
program is funded by revenues 
generated by Chickasaw Nation 
businesses. For more informa-
tion or to receive an application, 
contact Beth Campbell or Callie 
Roebuck at (580) 421-7712.

Award Winners:
The Chickasaw Nation Out-

standing Achievement award 
was recently presented to Jor-

den Elliott, a 10th grade stu-
dent at Wright City (OK) High 
School.

Jorden was nominated by 
Nathan Coulter, Wright City 
Future Farmers of America 
(FFA) Instructor, for outstand-
ing achievement in FFA lead-
ership and equine programs. 
According to Coulter, Jorden 
served as Wright City FFA 
Treasurer throughout the 2006-
2007 school year and was instru-
mental in implementing a new 
program called PALS which 
encourages junior high and high 
school FFA members to mentor 
elementary students.

Jorden is highly involved 
in her equine program as she 
cares for and trains several 
horses used for pleasure as well 
as competing in team roping 
competitions across the region. 
She is a member of the United 
States Team Roping Champion-
ship (USTRC) and also enjoys 
barrel racing as well.

Jorden currently serves as a 
Wright City Student Council 
member and has been a member 
of the Wright City 4-H Club 
and the McCurtain County 4-H 
Club for several years. She was 
elected as the Wright City 4-H 
President for four years and the 
McCurtain County 4-H Recre-
ational Leader for one year.

She has received several 
awards for her work in 4-H and 
FFA including the FFA Star 
Greenhand award and Discov-
ery FFA Degree. Through FFA, 
has become involved in the 
Forestry Career Development 
Events.

When not competing or work-
ing on FFA projects, Jorden 
enjoys riding her 4-wheelers, 
hunting, fishing and riding 
horses.

Jorden is the daughter of Tra-
vis and Debbie Elliott.

The Chickasaw Nation Out-
standing Achievement award 
was recently presented to Kait-
lin Rogers, a 12th grade student 
at Calera (OK) High School.

Kaitlin was nominated by 
Marilla Parker, Calera High 
School counselor, for outstand-
ing achievement in leadership 
and Future Farmers of America 
(FFA) programs. Parker says 
Kaitlin’s accomplishments in 
FFA are “truly impressive.” 
Some of those accomplishments 
include champion and grand 
champion hog and showman at 
various stock shows and expos 
across the state, placing as a 
state qualifier in speech contests 
and serving as an FFA National 
Convention delegate.

Kaitlin is also highly involved 
in other leadership positions 
including senior class presi-
dent, student council secretary, 
yearbook editor and FFA vice-
president. She has maintained a 
3.9 grade point average through 
her high school career earning 
her way onto the Principal’s 
Honor Roll for four years and 
is a regular curriculum contest 
participant.

She is a member of the Chick-
asaw Nation Governor’s Honor 
Club and has also been involved 
with the Chickasaw Nation 
Youth Council in Panola Dis-
trict.

Kaitlin’s future plans include 
attending Southeastern Okla-
homa State University and later 
transferring to Oklahoma State 

Outstanding Chickasaw students recognized

Jorden Elliott
Beth Campbell, left, presents Kaitlin Rogers with 
the Chickasaw Nation Outstanding Achievement 
Award.

University.
Her hobbies include spending 

time with her family and friends 
and raising and showing swine. 
She is also an active member 
of the Lake Point Community 
Church.

Kaitlin is the daughter of 
Tracy and Kim Rogers and 
big sister to twins, Kirsten and 
Madison.

The Chickasaw Nation Out-
standing Achievement award 
was recently presented to Piper 
Norvell, a 12th grade student at 
Frederick (OK) High School.

Piper was nominated by Kim-
berly Cassidy, Frederick Public 
Schools computer/technology 
teacher, for outstanding achieve-
ment in journalism. Cassidy 
says that Piper played a major 
role in her yearbook and video 
production classes and, as a se-
nior, served as the editor of the 
Bomber News Network (BNN) 
production. She also stated that 
Piper “held the presentation and 
production of the program to 
high standards.”

Piper has also excelled aca-
demically earning a weighted 
GPA of 4.04 and ranking second 
in her class. She is a member 
of the Oklahoma and National 
Honor Societies, Superinten-
dent’s Honor Roll and Rotary.  
She was named Who’s Who 
Among American High School 
Students, Rotary Student of the 
Month and was chosen for Ro-
tary Youth Leadership Awards 
leadership camp.

Although Piper has stayed 
busy in the classroom, she has 
also participated in numerous 
extracurricular activities includ-
ing varsity golf, varsity slow-
pitch softball, varsity basketball, 
FFA and academic team.

In the future, Piper plans to at-
tend the University of Oklahoma 
and major in journalism, broad-
casting and electronic media.

In her spare time, Piper volun-
teers at the First United Method-
ist Church and Tillman County 
Fair barn.  She enjoys reading 
science fiction and adventure 
novels and baking.

Piper is the daughter of Marc 
and Dana Norvell.

Piper Norvell

Contributed by Kerri McDonald,  
tribal media relations.

Jennifer L. Ivie

Jorden Elliott, Kaitlin Rogers, Piper Norvell honored

Jennifer L. Ivie has re-
cently earned her Ph.D from 
the University of Kansas.

Dr. Ivie received her doc-
torate in quantitative psy-
chology at KU in March. 

She presently serves as 
assistant professor of psy-
chology at California State 
University, Fresno, where 
she researches statistical 
methods, testing and psy-
chometrics, mathematical 
reasoning and cognitive 
process modeling.

Dr. Ivie is a University of 
Kansas McNair Scholar.

She is the daughter of 
Dawn Lytal.
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The Oklahoma City Metro 
Chickasaw Community Coun-
cil will have a potluck dinner 
at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, July 3 
and monthly meeting at 7 p.m.  
Chickasaw Princess Monica 
Seawright will be our guest 
performer.

 Please bring your favorite 
side dish for dinner.

We may need to put some 
finishing touches on our brush 
arbor float that night after the 
meeting.  The OKCMCCC plans 
to appear in the July 4 Liberty 
Fest Parade in Edmond. Every-
one is welcome to join us on the 
float. Wear traditional clothing 
if possible.

Linda Zachary and Sharon 
Moore deserve a pat on the back 
for the fantastic job of organiz-
ing our Annual Summer Picnic 
held on June 9. These two must 
have some clout to arrange for 
the Blue Angels to perform 
overhead while James Zachary 
and Richard Seaborn were grill-
ing delicious hamburgers and 
hot dogs at Kiwanis Park South 
in Midwest City.

The amazing Shackleford 
Family performed at the pic-

nic.
These students have won-

derful voices and they were in 
perfect harmony as they sang 
in our native language. They 
also performed a short skit in 
the Chickasaw language which 
won awards at a recent native 
language contest. These children 
have earned our respect and ad-
miration for their hard work.

James Parker entertained us 
at the June 5 Council meeting. 
Dressed in 1800s cowboy attire, 
he talked about the Texans who 
drove cattle through the Chicka-
saw Nation on the Chisholm 
Trail. Mr. Parker has appeared 
around the world discussing 
the details of this unusual ad-
venture. He was accompanied 
by his wife, Mary Jo, who was 
dressed in a floor length calico 
dress and bonnet.

We were very pleased to have 
John Hovarter return to our 
council meeting after recovering 
from surgery.  

July 10 is the deadline to 
pay a $50 deposit and get your 
name on the list for the bus trip 
to Tupelo, Mississippi. Contact 
Pat Bartmess at 405-703-0549, 

Pam Conard at 405-737-1109 or 
Betty Smith at 405-348-7459 to 
be included.  

With the help of Chickasaw 
scholar LaDonna Brown, the 
committee has planned an excit-
ing itinerary for our journey to 
the homeland. This will include 
a stop in Memphis, Tennessee 
to visit Chucalissa Museum and 
the Chickasaw Bluff trail.  

There are so many sites to 
visit in the Tupelo area that it is 
impossible to see them all. The 
weather will help determine 
where we go as some sites have 
inadequate roads for rainfall.

Some Mississippi destina-
tions, which may be included on 
this trip are:  Cedarscape, Pharr 
Mounds, historic village site, 
Battle of Akia site, Tishomingo 
State Park, Saddleback Ridge, 
Memorial at Longview Hos-
pital, Union County Historical 
Museum, Bear Creek, and, of 
course, the Natchez Trace. We 
will certainly not be able to see 
all of these. However, we aim 
to visit as many destinations as 
possible. 

Congratulations to Mamie 
Painter who has been selected 

by the Chickasaw Nation to 
have her portrait displayed in 
the Cultural Center being built 
in Sulphur.

Sue Fish taught a double wall 
basket weaving class in May and 
everyone was able to complete 
their basket.

Twenty-two folks have signed 
up for the Moccasin Class to be 
taught by Jerry Underwood on 
July 19 and 20. 

Mr. Underwood will bring 
the pattern, deerskin, needle 
and leather thread. The cost per 
student for an adult pair of moc-
casins is approximately $20

Each student in the Moccasin 
Class will need to bring pencils, 
sharp scissors or circular cutter, 
jewelers or regular pliers and 
two or three wooden or plastic 
clothes pins (with spring).  If 
available, also bring a square 
piece of plywood board 1/8” 
or 1/4” thick, 12” x 12” or 18” 
x 18” to protect the table while 
you cut the leather.

If you want to take the Moc-
casin Class, contact Chair Bet-
ty Smith at 405-348-7459. A 
second class may be added if 
needed.

We thank Tribal Legislators 
Beth Alexander, Linda Briggs, 
Mary Jo Green and Judy Goforth 
Parker for attending our Council 
meetings and activities.  They 
are always willing to help our 
members.

Remember to bring a copy of 
the oldest photo of your Chicka-
saw ancestor to our Council. 
We plan to decorate our walls 
with these photos in memory of 
those trailblazers. You may be 
surprised when someone else 
has a photo of your ancestor and 
learn you are related.

Stormy Bryant has taken on 
the task of updating our website. 
You can call Stormy at 405-
755-6983 to announce events, 
include Indian related stories or 
post photos. Stormy will attempt 
to eliminate those unwanted 
pop-ups. Check out our website 
at www.okc-chickasawcouncil.
org.

Remember the OKCMCCC 
has moved to a new location 
on the sixth floor of Lakepointe 
Towers, 4005 Northwest Ex-
pressway in Oklahoma City. We 
welcome everyone to attend our 
meetings and activities.

Half of the team that built the 
legendary Ken Lance Sports 
Arena recently hosted a book 
signing at the Chickasaw Na-
tion Community Center, which 
attracted about 100 people.

“Ropin’ the Dream - The 
Story of the Ken Lance Sports 
Arena 1964-1994” - co-au-
thors Ruth Lance Wester and 
June Proctor hosted the book 
signing Wednesday, June 20. 
The book tells behind-the-
scene stories of the Lances’ 
work and efforts to produce 
what became the second larg-
est rodeo in the United States. 
Gov. Bill Anoatubby said Mr. 
Lance was inducted a 1998 
inductee to the Chickasaw Na-
tion Hall of Fame because of his 
dedication as a rodeo promoter 
and his work on behalf of the 
Chickasaw Nation.

“Ken Lance’s work has made 
a positive, lasting impact on 
the Chickasaw Nation as well 
as the world of rodeo,” Gov. 
Anoatubby said. “The Chicka-

saw Nation is certain-
ly fortunate to count 
Ken Lance among our 
own. We all benefit 
from Ken Lance and 
believe that his ac-
complishments will 
never be forgotten.” 
The authors spent 11 
years researching news-
papers and other ar-
chives and conducting 
personal interviews be-
fore drafting the book. 
“Ken told June and 
I a lot  of history, 
and he arranged for 
interviews for the 
book,” said Wester. 
 “The stories are a 
part of Oklahoma his-
tory,” said Proctor, 
who is Wester’s sister. 
Interviews were con-
ducted in person, by 
phone, by mail and 
email. The authors 
would ask interviewees to 
share their memories of Ken 

‘Ropin’ the Dream’ tells story of beloved cowboy Ken Lance

Lance and the Sports Arena, 
and those thoughts are direct-

ly quoted in the book. 
“They could tell the 
story word-for-word 
be t t e r  t han  I  eve r 
could,” said Proctor. 
A m o n g  t h o s e  w h o 
share reflections in 
the book are Gov. Bill 
Anoatubby, Reba McEn-
tire, Red Steagall, rodeo 
announcer Jan Storey. 
The ladies said they 
teamed up to write the 
book because running 
the arena was a fam-
ily affair, and their lives 
were always intertwined. 
Ken, his father, Dea, and 
his brother George put 
up the first poles to build 
the arena, located outside 
Ada at Union Valley. 
“Usually, it takes a cor-
poration to run this kind 
of facility, but we did it 
as a family,” said Ruth, 
pointing to a photo of 

the large facility. The arena was 
built on a “watermelon patch” in 

Union Valley, southwest of Ada. 
It was an overnight success. 
“Cars were lined up to the road on 
opening night, and they put up the 
last panel four hours before the 
first rodeo began,” said Wester.  
Mr. Lance, who later in life 
became a fixture as a greet-
er and helper at Carl Albert 
Hospital in Ada, died in 2006. 
Books  a re  ava i l ab le  fo r 
$16.95, and $2 from the pur-
chase price of every book sold 
benefits the 3-Crosses/Ken 
Lance Arena and Youth Camp. 
Books are available at the 
Chickasaw Outpost and other 
retail outlets.

Contributed by Dana Hudspeth,  
tribal media relations.

Chickasaw Hall of Famer, Pontotoc County rodeo promoter

OKC Council meets for potluck, makes parade float plans
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CHICKASAW COMMUNITY COUNCILS MONTHLY MEETINGS
~~~ Meetings are subject to change, please call the contact person to confirm ~~~
Ada Chickasaw Community Council
3rd Thursday at 6:30 pm
Marie Bailey Community Center
1800 Jack John Circle
Ada, OK 
Lura Mullican
580-272-5085
l.mullican@chickasaw.net

Connerville Area 
Chickasaw Community Council
2nd Monday at 6:30 pm
Chickasaw Senior Citizen Site
Connerville, OK
Tony Poe
580-421-4994
tony.poe@chickasaw.net

Duncan Chickasaw Community Council
Meetings held quarterly 
Call for time and location
Sherri Rose, Chair
580-255-0152
wildrose6739@sbcglobal.net

Johnston County 
Chickasaw Community Council
3rd Monday at 6:30 pm 
Chickasaw Community Building
1109 Ray Branum Road
Tishomingo, OK  
Ann Fink, Chair
580-371-3351
flora.fink@chickasaw.net

Marshall County 
Chickasaw Community Council
2nd Tuesday at 7:00 pm
Enos Fire Department
Enos, OK 
Sarah Lea, Chair
580-564-4570
lsar747@duracom.net

Northern Pontotoc
Chickasaw Community Council
2nd Thursday at 7:00 pm
Chickasaw Enterprises Training Center
400 NW 32nd Hwy. 37
Newcastle, OK 
Tom Hogland, Chair
405-381-2268

OKC  Metro 
Chickasaw Community Council
1st Tuesday at 7:00 pm, dinner at 6:00 pm
Lakepointe Towers, Sixth Floor
4005 N.W. Expressway
Oklahoma City, OK
Betty Smith, Chair
405-348-7459
pikeyscrossing@yahoo.com

Purcell Chickasaw Community Council
4th Tuesday at 6:00 pm
Regional Office – 1603 S. Green Ave.
Purcell, OK 
Keith Shackleford, Chair
405-527-5745
lowakchuffa@yahoo.com

COLORADO ~~~
Chickasaw Community Council
2nd Saturday at 11:30 am
Denver, CO 
Call for location
Carol Berry
303-235-0282
Chickasaw303@yahoo.com

CALIFORNIA ~~~ 
Inland Empire/Desert Cities
Chickasaw Community Council
3rd Thursday at 6:30 pm
San Gorgonio Hospital
Education Conference Room
600 N. Highland Springs

Banning, CA
Lynn M. Dorrough, Chair
909-213-7273
liknryn@hotmail.com

KANSAS ~~~
Chickasaw Community Council of Wichita, KS
3rd Sunday at 3:00 pm
Wichita Indian United Methodist Church
1111 N. Meridian
Wichita, KS 
Lynn Stumblingbear, Chair
316-945-9219
lynnstumblingbear@hotmail.com
Pam Harjo, Vice-Chair
316-393-0696 

TEXAS ~~~
Chickasaw Community Council of 
Central and South Texas
San Antonio, TX Area
Meetings held quarterly
Call for time and location
Michele Moody, Chair
210-492-2288
mmoody@docuguides.com

North Texas Chickasaw Community Council
Dallas/Fort Worth Area, TX
3rd Saturday at 3:00 pm 
Urban Inter-Tribal Center of Texas
209 East Jefferson Blvd.
Dallas, Texas
John C. Atkins, Chair
972-271-0692
Injunjon2@verizon.net
Linda Hewitt, Secretary
214-543-1080
Lhewitt903@earthlink.net

The Chickasaw Community 
Council of Wichita met Sat-
urday, June 16. The council 
welcomed Lona Barrick, Lori 
Robbins, Kelly Isom and Laura 
Morrison from the Chickasaw 
Nation Arts and Humanities 
Department. This was a very in-
teresting meeting and everyone 
seemed to have a lot of questions 
for our guests.  

The Northern Section of the 
Chickasaw Community Coun-
cil of Central and South Texas 
met on May 17, 2007 at the 
Bee Cave City Hall.  The group 
socialized and discussed plans 
for future meetings.  

We continue to have a major 
interest in learning more of our 
culture and especially of our 
language.  We saw a demonstra-
tion of the Chickasaw Talking 
Dictionary and enjoyed hearing 
words pronounced.  The group 
also listened to several record-
ings made by TeAta in which 
she told several stories. In one 
recording, TeAta and a Pawnee 
friend explained how a council 
meeting would be held and how 
a peace pipe ceremony would 

have been conducted.  
Jay Hurst also gave a brief 

summary of his recent partici-
pation in an Indian Conference 
at the University of Oklahoma.  

The council also welcomed 
Mrs. Linda Giles, from the De-
partment of Special Events. 

The council  elected of-
ficers since the last meeting 
lacked a quorum.  We only 
had two changes in officers.   
The next meeting will be July 
15, 2007 at the Indian Method-
ist Church at 3 p.m.  See you 
there!

He told of several new ways 
that various Indian Nations are 
teaching the children about their 
heritage, culture and language.  

The next meeting was an-

nounced for Sunday, June 24, 
2007.  After light refreshments, 
the meeting adjourned.  For 
further information regarding 
the Northern Section of the 

Chickasaw Community Coun-
cil of Central & South Texas, 
please contact Gene Thompson, 
512-258-7919 or geneviviantho
mpson@hotmail.com.

MOCCASIN TRAIL IN YOUR CORNER
By Anona McCullar

Tip of the Month!
A low impact activity that 

is great for the body is swim-
ming. Swimming is benefi-
cial for those who need to 
be careful during exercise. 
The Moccasin Trail Pro-
gram congra tu la tes  the 

fol lowing for  achieving 
over the 1,000 mile goal. 
Kerri Christian, Betty Griffith, 
Holly Hatton, Joshua Hat-
ton and Robert  Mart in . 
Congrats ladies and gentle-
men!

Central and South Texas council hears of Chickasaw Talking Dictionary

Tribal Arts & Humanities meets 
with Wichita community council
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Four Chickasaw students 
made good showings at the an-
nual Red Earth Youth Art Com-
petition, with one local student 
winning the overall “Best In 
Show” award.

The 21st annual Red Earth 
festival, conducted in Oklahoma 
City June 1-3, is the largest and 
most respected Native 

American visual and perform-
ing arts event of its type in the 
world. The Chickasaw Nation 
was well represented.

Courtney Parchcorn, 17, of 
Ada; Brooke Shackleford, 13, of 
Lexington; Me-Way-Seh Green-
wood, 11, of Edmond; and Ad-
reanna Oliver all placed in the 
annual youth art competition.  

“We are extremely proud of 
the accomplishments of these 
Chickasaw students,” said 
Chickasaw Nation Governor 
Bill Anoatubby.  “They are great 
examples of the many talented 
young Chickasaws who are 
helping preserve Chickasaw 
culture and traditions for future 

Chickasaw student artists place at Red Earth Festival

generations.  We commend all 
these students for their hard 
work and dedication.”

Courtney Parchcorn, who will 
be a senior this fall at Byng High 
School, won “Best In Show” 
for her entry in the Youth Art 
Competition, Division 3, at Red 
Earth. 

Her entry, a beaded cane, 
placed first in the Cultural Item 
competition prior to the judges 
naming it “Best In Show.” The 
honor is Courtney’s second 
consecutive “Best In Show” 
award. She also received “Best 
In Show” in 2006 for a beaded 
flute entry.

Courtney’s work was judged 
best among 207 youth entries 
from around the U.S., said Red 
Earth officials.

Earning the award was “bit-
tersweet,” said the teenager.

The cane, entitled “For All 
The Grandfathers” was intended 
to be given to her maternal 
grandfather, Franklin D. “R. L.” 
Allen, a full-blood Chickasaw.

Courtney Parchcorn

Unfortunately, Mr. Allen died 
May 19, just as Courtney was 
working on the eagle section of 
the cane.  The three eagles pay 
homage to her Grandfather, a 
Korean War veteran. 

“I was half-way done with it,” 
she said, wiping a tear from her 
eye, when her mother called her 
and told her “Pa-Pa” had died.

“I kept finishing it, just to turn 
it in (for the Red Earth competi-
tion).”

Her grandfather, who died at 
77, never saw the cane. 

“He knew I was working on 
it but he didn’t know I was go-
ing to give it to him,” Courtney 
said.

Courtney and her father, Bud-
dy, designed the cane to portray 
all the life-lessons learned from 
Grandfathers. She also learned 
that “a really great man still gave 
her love and memories after his 
time of passing so I could finish 
this project.”  

She worked on the entry about 
six months, while juggling 
school work. Without the de-
mands of school, she said, it 
would have taken about a week 
to string over 9,000 beads.

She said she was happy when 
she learned of her “Best of 
Show” award, but, she has 
decided to sell the cane. The 
memories attached to it are too 
painful.

A bracelet, entitled “Bear 
Clan” she made “on a whim” 
and entered in Red Earth earned 
an “Honorable Mention” from 
the judges. 

Her father began to teach her 
the art of bead work at the age 
of 13. She doesn’t make jewelry 
for herself, though. 

“I just bead to compete,” she 
said. “I’d see what was messed 
up with it and not want to wear 
it.”

Courtney lives in the Ada area 
with her father and mother, Fran.  
She is spending her summer as a 
summer youth worker with the 
Arts and Humanities Division 
of the Chickasaw Nation. After 
graduation, she would like at-
tend the Institute of American 
Indian Arts, in Santa Fe, N.M., 
but she is keeping her college 
options open.

Brooke Shackleford, a 13-
year-old Chickasaw student 
from Lexington, placed second 
in Cultural Items, Division II for 

her painting “Soba Ilhpokona” 
or “Horse Dreams” at the youth 
art competition. The large acryl-
ic/ watercolor painting depicts 
a horse rearing with a dream 
catcher in the background. She 
completed the painting during 
the after-school arts program, 
“Arts In Education” sponsored 
by the Chickasaw Nation. 

“I worked on three (paintings) 
and that was the one that was 
entered,” she said. 

This is Brooke’s first time to 
participate in Red Earth.

“We were surprised it went 
to Red Earth,” said her father, 
Keith.

Brooke is home-schooled by 
her father and her mother, Mary, 
in Lexington, along with her 
brother Dale and sisters Skye, 
Amanda, and Katherine.  In her 
spare time, she enjoys beading, 
painting, and martial arts.

Also placing at the competi-
tion was Me-Way-Seh Green-
wood, 11, of Edmond, who 
placed second in Cultural Items 
Division 1 with his parfleche, a 
case made of rawhide typically 
used for holding dried meats. 
He also placed first in Painting/
Drawing with his drawing of a 
very colorful bird titled, “Tvske” 
(little bird that talks a lot).

He is the son of Brent and 
Kennetha Greenwood, and will 

be entering the sixth grade this 
fall at Cheyenne Middle School 
in Edmond.

Chickasaw student Adreanna 
Oliver, Blanchard, placed third 
in Pottery, Division I. She is the 
daughter of Sandra Oliver.

Other Chickasaw citizens 
participating in Red Earth in-
cluded 

Saela Beninati, Brandon Blan-
kenship, Lea Bob, Daniel Car-
penter, Alysia Carter, Rhyann 
Case, Joel Hamdy, Micah Hart, 
Amanda Kretzschmak, Amber 
Lampkin, Addison Manning, 
Casey Oliver, Brittani Schultz, 
Connor Thomas, Hunter Thom-
as, Norma Howard, Susie John-
ston, Charles H. Kemp, Fran 
Rice, Jerry Riddle, Margaret 
Wheeler, Daniel Worcester.

Red Earth, Inc., is an educa-
tional nonprofit organization 
working to promote the rich tra-
ditions of American Indian arts 
and cultures through education, 
festival, a museum and fine art 
markets.  The Red Earth Festi-
val highlights the diversity of 
American Indian cultures in the 
region and the country, doing so 
in an environment of the utmost 
quality and respect for both the 
artist and participant. 

                                               
               Contributed by Dana Hudspeth,  
tribal media relations.

Ada teen wins ‘Best In Show’ at annual Indian art show

Students interested in learn-
ing more about their heritage 
and culture still have time to 
register for an exciting Chicka-
saw Nation Summer Youth 
Camp.

Chikasha Sayah Camp, for 
boys and girls ages 8 – 12, is 
still accepting applications.  
The deadline is July 9, so apply 
quickly!

This overnight camp takes 
place on the campus of Camp 
WOW in Gerty, Oklahoma, 
August 3 – 5. It offers an 
exciting opportunity for stu-
dents to learn more about 
Chickasaw heritage and cul-
ture through participation in 
stickball games, stomp danc-
ing, archery, arts and crafts, 
storytelling, language lessons 
and traditional food prepara-

tion and tasting.
Campers will also have time 

to relax and enjoy all the out-
door fun Camp WOW has to 
offer, such as water sports, vol-
leyball and basketball, obstacle 
course, zip line and games.

Transportat ion wil l  be 
provided to and from Ada, 
Purcell, Ardmore, Davis and 
Tishomingo.

All applicants must include 
a copy of the camper’s CDIB 
card and Chickasaw citizenship 
card.  More information about 
the camp and applications 
can be found online at www.
chickasaw.net/youthcamps 
or by calling the Chickasaw 
Nation Youth and Family Divi-
sion at (580) 310-6620.

Chikasha Sayah Camp 
Applications

Contributed by Kerri McDon-
ald,  tribal media relations.

http://www.chickasaw.net/youthcamps
http://www.chickasaw.net/youthcamps
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THACKERVILLE, Okla. 
– More than 125 Chickasaw 
Youth perfected their golfing 
skills during the seventh annual 
Chickasaw Nation Golf Camp, 
June 11-14 at Winstar Golf 
Course.

This is the first year the camp 
has been offered at Winstar, and 
the facilities earned rave reviews 
from golfers and coaches alike.

Eighty-five beginning golf-
ers, ages eight to14, took their 
turns on the green Monday and 
Tuesday, June 11 and 12. Ad-
vanced players took their turns 
Wednesday and Thursday, said 
Chris Alford, camp director. 

“The skill developed by these 
aspiring golfers during this camp 
can be used both on and off the 
greens,” said Chickasaw Nation 
Governor Bill Anoatubby. “Golf 
teaches self-discipline and re-
spect for others, and helps foster 
a strong work ethic.”

Beginners competed in a va-
riety of skill contests including 
putting and driving competitions 
on the last day of camp.

Novice and advanced players 
competed in a scramble the last 
day of camp. Groups of four 
made up the teams playing a 
round of golf.

Wining first place in the 
scramble with a score of 59 (13 
under par) was the team of Tyler 
Lampkin, Brycen Lance, Rachel 
Wainscott, and Rance Gilliam.

Second place with a score of 
61 (11 under par) was the team 
of Dean Hill, Seth Hensley, Ka-
tie Williams and Kayla Wood.

Rachel Wainscott and Brittney 

Tribal Golf Camp teaches students life lessons

Frazier, both 14, said they en-
joyed the scramble, and learning 
new tips from the coaches.

Rachel, a Byng eighth grader, 
said she especially enjoyed 
learning “how to get the ball 
to go in the right direction and 
watching where the ball can 
go.”

A Byng School golfer, Rachel 
said she also enjoyed the skills 
rotation taught by the coaches.

Twenty-one golf coaches, 
from high school to former col-
lege players, guided the group 
through several skill develop-
ment activities. 

“We had a lot of golfing 
knowledge to draw from for 
the camp,” said seven-year 
volunteer coach Britt Johnson, 
who works as a physical therapy 
manager for the Tribe.

“We had at least seven coaches 
who are tied to the East Central 
University Golf Camp.”

Most coaches come back to 
help with the camp year after 
year, like Richard “Dickie” Nor-
man, a high school coach from 
Saginaw, Texas.

This year, he even brought 
his grandson to participate and 
help.

“It’s good to come up here and 
work with the kids, especially 
the beginners,” Norman said. 
“I had some of the same kids 
last year and I can see they’ve 
gotten better.”

Norman said the skills learned 
during the camp will benefit the 
youngsters’ future.

“Golf is a life-long sport, the 
skills these kids are learning 

now can be carried with them 
all through life,” he said.

Some of the skills learned 
included chipping, driving, 
putting, and, of course, golf 
etiquette.  

A small player-to-coach ratio 
ensured each camper received 
individual attention, said camp 
coordinator Chris Alford.

Alford said a mix of returning 
and new campers are selected 
for the camp. 

Camper Haley White, 11, has 
been coming to Golf Camp since 
she was five.

Perfecting her putting skills 
was her favorite part of camp, 
along with swimming at Lake 
Murray Lodge, where the camp-
ers resided during the event.

“I just learned a new stance 
today,” she said at the camp’s 
conclusion, June 14.

Haley, a Sulphur fifth grader, 
said she enjoyed playing the 
course, and really liked the golf 
carts with the on-board comput-
ers.

All campers receive a set of 
golf clubs and have the option 
to trade them in for a new set 
after two years.

The younger golfers receive a 
junior set of clubs, Alford said, 
and graduate to an adult set as 
they grow.

A Native American Junior 
Golf Tournament, open to all 
Chickasaw Youth, will be hosted 
at Ardmore’s Lakeview Golf 
Course, Monday, July 23.  A $20 
entry fee covers green fees, golf 
balls and lunch.

Members of Team Chickasaw 

will be selected from the scores 
of players ages 11-18. Younger 
players are invited to play, but 
are not eligible to qualify for 
the team.

Team Chickasaw will compete 
in the National Native American 
Junior Golf Championship, set 
for 2008.

Winners of the putting drive 
competition were: 

8 and 9-Year-Old-Girls
First - Karsyn Johnson  
Second – Abigail Gamble
10 and 11-Year-Old-Girls 
First - Madison Riddle
Second – Madison Heydel
12 to14-Year-Old-Girls
First - Destiny Hatton
Second – Morgan Heyel
8 and 9-Year-Old-Boys
First - Dalton Morris
Second – Stephen Childers
10-11-Year-Old-Boys
First - Cody Powell
Second – Alec Cripps

12 and 14-Year-Old Boys
First – Tyler Gillespie
Second – Sequoyah Lindsey
Winners in the Long Drive 

Competition:
8 and 9-Year-Old-Girls
First – Ashton Birchfield
Second – Mandy Bennett
10and 11-Year-Old Girls
First – Meagan Lampkin
Second – Stephanie Wade
12 to 14-Year-Old Girls
First – Morgan Heydel
Second – Stephanie Wade
8 and 9-Year-Old Boys
First – Wes Hill
Second – Stephen Childers
10-11-Year-Old Boys
First – Trey Baptiste
Second – Jacob Carmen
12 to14-Year-Old Boys 
First – Kendall Garner
Second – Sequoyah Lindsey
Winners of the Chipping 

Competition include:
8 and 9-Year-Old Girls 
First - Macy Riddell
Second Amy Harol
10-11-Year-Old-Girls
First – Madison Riddle
Second – Morgan Heydel
12 to14-Year-Old-Girls
First - Bethany Easley-Wade
Second – Mandy Bennett
8-9-Year-Old Boys
First – Isaiah Ott
Second – Dalton Morris
10 and 11-Year-Old Boys
First – Ethan Lee
Second – Jason Hogland
12  to 14-Year-Old Boys
First - Steven Harris
Second – Kendall Garner

Contributed by Dana Hudspeth,  
tribal media relations.

Winning first place in the scramble among the older 
golfers was the team of, from left, Rance Gilliam, 
Rachael Wainscott, Tyler Lampkin, and Brysen 
Lance.

The team of, from left, Seth Hensley, Katie Williams, 
Kayla Jo Wood and Dean Hill, were the second place 
winners in the scramble.

Golf camper Avery John-
son reacts after missing 
the mark on the greens 
during Golf Camp con-
ducted at Winstar Golf 
Course in June.  

Macy Riddle lines up a 
putt during the golf camp 
scramble.
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In June, the Chickasaw Nation 
hosted a Martial Arts Tourna-
ment at the Chickasaw Nation 
Wellness Center in Ada. More 
than 260 youth and adults, in-
cluding 63 Chickasaw students, 
participated in the competition.

Several Chickasaw Nation 
Martial Arts Program students 
competed and placed in the 
competition. Those placing in 
their division include:

5 & Under
Hailey Acosta- Ardmore- 3rd 

in forms- Beginner
Cade Skinner- Purcell- 1st in 

forms- 2nd in fighting- Inter-
mediate

6 & 7 Years
Alec Brownfield- Purcell- 1st 

in forms- 1st in fighting- Be-
ginner

Edie Power- Ada- 3rd in 
forms- Beginner

Dale Shackleford- Purcell- 1st 
in forms- 1st in fighting- Inter-
mediate

Dalton Skinner- Purcell- 2nd 
in forms- 3rd in fighting- Inter-
mediate

Brea Schultz- Purcell- 2nd 
in fighting- 3rd in forms- Inter-
mediate

8 & 9 Years
Breanna Schultz – Purcell- 1st 

in fighting- 2nd in forms- Inter-
mediate

10 & 11 Forms
Katie Shackleford- Purcell- 

1st in forms- Intermediate
10 & 11 Boys’ Fighting
Grub Smith- Purcell- 3rd 

fighting- Beginner
Nicholas Johnson- Purcell- 

3rd fighting- Intermediate 
Colten Skinner- Purcell- 3rd 

fighting- Advanced
10 & 11 Girls’ Fighting
Katie Shackleford- Purcell- 

1st fighting- Intermediate
12 & 13 Forms
Tim Guzman- Ada- 1st forms- 

Beginner
Skye Shackleford- Purcell- 1st 

forms- Intermediate 
Brooke Shackleford- Purcell- 

2nd forms- Intermediate 
Chigger Davidson- Ada- 1st 

forms- Advanced
Brittani Schultz- Purcell- 2nd 

forms- Advanced
Stephen L. George- Purcell- 

3rd forms- Advanced
12 & 13 Boys’ Fighting
Tim Guzman-Ada- 1st fight-

ing- Beginner
Lorenzo Charqueno- Ada 1st 

fighting- Intermediate 
Sam Stanford- Ada 3rd fight-

ing- Intermediate 
Stephen L. George- Purcell- 

3rd fighting- Advanced
12 & 13 Girls’ Fighting
Candace Smith- Purcell- 2nd 

fighting- Beginner
Brooke Shackleford- Purcell- 

2nd fighting- Intermediate 
Skye Shackleford- Purcell- 

3rd fighting- Intermediate
Chigger Davidson- Ada- 1st 

fighting- Advanced
Brittani Schultz- Purcell- 3rd 

fighting- Advanced

14 & 15 Forms
Matt Guzman- Ada- 1st forms- 

Advanced
14 & 15 Boys’ Fighting
Matt Guzman-Ada- 1st fight-

ing- Advanced
16 & 17 Forms

Amanda Shackleford- Purcell- 
2nd forms- Intermediate

16 & 17 Girls’ Fighting
Amanda Shackleford- Purcell- 

1st fighting- Intermediate
Executive Forms – 35-49 

years
Connie Skinner- Purcell- 1st 

forms- Advanced
Stephen T. George- Purcell- 

2nd forms- Advanced
Executive Men’s Fighting
Greg Skinner-Purcell- 1st 

fighting- Advanced
Stephen T. George- Purcell- 

2nd fighting- Advanced
Executive Women’s Fighting
Connie Skinner- Purcell- 1st 

fighting- Advanced
Black Belt Men’s Fighting
J.D. Underwood-Ada- 3rd 

fighting
Black Belt Senior
Matt Clark – Ada – 1st fight-

ing – 2nd forms

This year, 111 campers from 
across Oklahoma and as far 
away as Texas and New Mexico 
gathered at Camp Classen in Da-
vis for Camp Survivor Oshta.  

Camp Survivor was created 
to promote a healthy lifestyle 
through proper nutrition and 
exercise in a fun and positive 
atmosphere. The camp is open 
to students between the ages of 
9 and 13.  

“We hope that this event will 
teach our young people how to 
prevent life-altering diseases 
like diabetes and heart disease 
and foster the importance of 

overall wellness,” said Governor 
Bill Anoatubby.

Campers arrived on May 29, 
anxious to get started in the 
week’s festivities. Campers par-
ticipated in a variety of activities 
throughout the week including 
hiking, fishing, canoeing, stick-
ball, archery, nutrition education 
games and various other activi-
ties focused on physical activity, 
teamwork and culture. 

Campers also participated in a 
nature walk guided by a Camp 
Classen staff member. Camp 
Classen is certified as an out-
door classroom. Through these 

outdoor classes, campers can 
build an understanding of the 
relationship between themselves 
and the environment.  

The weather was not ideal 
during this year’s camp, but ac-
cording to Allen Elliott, Tribal 
Health Program Manager, after 
a few scheduling adjustments, 
“the week went great and they 
adapted to survive!”

Campers were divided into 
10 teams and each team partici-
pated in various activities/chal-
lenges throughout the week. 
This year’s overall team cham-
pion for Camp Survivor Oshta 
was Team Homa.  

Staff members from all areas 
of the Chickasaw Nation came 
together to help host this year’s 
camp that is sponsored by the 
Health System and Youth and 
Family Divisions of the Chicka-
saw Nation. Rex Pace, RN, 
Emergency Department Man-
ager and Lisa Rhynes, ARNP 
were both available throughout 
the duration of camp in case 
any medical needs arose. The 
winner of this year’s Favorite 
Male Counselor award was 
Matt Folsom. Favorite Female 
Counselor was Sonni Turtle. 
Folsom and Turtle are both new 
employees to the Youth and 
Family Division.

When asked what they learned 
about during camp, some of the 

responses included: “Chickasaw 
culture,” “how to be a team 
and be friends,” “how to keep 
my body healthy and to take 
care of my body,” and “being a 
survivor.”  

Some suggested making the 
camp longer, while others said 
they wouldn’t change a thing. 
According to one camper, “the 
camp rocks- its just right for 
me!”

Camp Survivor is one of 
many camps sponsored by the 
Chickasaw Nation. The camp is 
offered at no charge to Chicka-
saw students thanks to revenues 
produced by tribal businesses.  

Contributed by Kerri McDonald,  
tribal media relations.

Mandy Bennett prepares for 
the giant swing called “The 
Flash.” She is assisted by a 
YMCA Camp Classen staff 
member.

Overall winners of Camp Survivor Oshta-Team 
Homa.

Chickasaw Nation Martial Arts instructor Matt Clark, right, 
competes against fighter Elvis Presley during recent tourna-
ment action. Clark went on to win the compitition.

Grub Smith, of Purcell, scores 
with a kick to his opponent. 
Smith was one of more than 
260 competitors at a recent 
martial arts tournament host-
ed by the Chickasaw Nation.

Chickasaw martial arts students compete in tribal tournament

Students learn healthy lifestyles at Camp Survivor
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ADA - A group of more than 
100 Chickasaw Nation employ-
ees joined together and net-
ted over $10,000 to help fight 
cancer during the recent Relay 
for Life event, Friday, June 1 at 
East Central University’s Nor-
ris Field.

The fund-raising effort has 
been under way for many 
months, say team members, 

with many employees pitching-
in to help with efforts such as 
benefit lunches and Valentine 
sales.  Chickasaw Nation em-
ployees have participated in 
Relay for Life for the past 12 
years.

“We raise money year-round, 
including having baked pota-
toes lunches and stew and corn 
bread lunches at the Chickasaw 

Nation Community Gym, sales 
of stuffed animals and candy on 
Valentines, sales of theater seats 
from the McSwain Theater, 
raising donations for a chance 
to win a four-wheeler, and cash 
donations from employees and 
their families,” said team coor-
dinator Thalia Miller.

All their hard work culminated 
at Relay for Life when Chicka-

saw Nation team members 
turned over a total of $10,248.71 
to the American Cancer Society. 
The team was awarded a large 
plaque and named a Platinum 
donor, for over $10,000 raised 
for the American Cancer So-
ciety.

“All the time and effort put 
forth by these Chickasaw Na-
tion employees demonstrates 
their compassion and concern 
for those battling cancer,” said 
Chickasaw Nation Governor 
Bill Anoatubby. “We commend 
this volunteer group for their 
hard work and initiative to raise 
money for the American Cancer 
Society.”

The night of Relay for Life, 
the Chickasaw Nation team also 
won the best  decorated tent in 
the large team category the tent. 
The tent was decorated around a 
tropical theme, with a grass hut 
and large, pink flamingo at the 
entrance and colored lights sur-
rounding the entire area. 

“The colored lights are what 
caught the judge’s eyes,” said 
Miller.

The team also won first place 
for most sales made at a con-
cession stand during the event. 
“We also sold glow necklaces 
and had games going on in our 

Chickasaw Nation employees raise over $10,000 for cancer research 

Chickasaw Nation youth will 
soon be entering the “final fron-
tier” as they accept the challenge 
of building a functioning robot 
from a variety of parts. The 
youth will then participate in a 
regional competition. 

“This program can help stu-
dents get really excited about 
math, science and engineering,” 
said Governor Bill Anoatubby. 
“It also provides students the 
opportunity to work closely 
with adults who can explain the 
many opportunities available in 
the engineering and electronics 
fields.”

Dr. Jack Sellers, a retired 
telecommunication engineer and 
professor, outlined the For Inspi-
ration and Recognition of Sci-
ence and Technology (FIRST) 
program to Chickasaw Nation 
Aviation and Space Academy 
(CNASA) participants during 
the June camp.

FIRST was founded, Dr. Sell-
ers said, by inventor Dean Ka-

Science and engineering program open to youth  

tent on the night of Relay,” 
Miller said. “Our team also sold 
lemonade and ice-chest tea in 
colorful, blinking glasses.” 

“Our Chickasaw Nation team 
did great,” said Miller. “More 
than 100 showed up to walk the 
track with our team, and several 
hundred employees helped to 
raised more than $10,000 for the 
American Cancer Society.”

Relay for Life in Pontotoc 
County raised more than 
$170,000 for the American Can-
cer Society in 2007 and a grand 
total of $1,216,101 since 1996. 
Proceeds generated from Relay 
for Life fund cancer research, 
and prevention education. 
Like many people who partici-
pate in Relay for Life around the 
country, Miller helps out be-
cause her mother diagnosed with 
breast cancer five years ago and 
she asked to attend the Relay For 
Life evening where she walked 
with the Survivors around the 
track at the East Central Field.

“Once I understood what the 
purpose of Relay was, it became 
important for me to help raise 
money for the American Cancer 
Society,” said Miller.

Contributed by Dana Hudspeth,  
tribal media relations.

men to inspire an appreciation 
of science and technology in 
young people.

“You don’t have to be a math 
wizard to be a good team mem-
ber,” he said, adding teammates 
with a variety of talents are 
needed. 

Dr. Sellers said the program 
teaches students problem-solv-
ing skills and the concept of 
teamwork. The competition is 
similar to a Pinewood Derby, he 
said, because all teams receive 
the same materials and build the 
‘bot to perform the same task.

Dubbed the “Super Bowl of 
Smarts,” teams from around the 
country build have a six-week 
window to build a functioning 
robot from a kit of parts. Each 
team receives similar kits, and 
the robot must conform to cer-
tain weight and other criteria. 
After the six-week building pe-
riod the robot is sent “as-is” to 
the competition. Teams - which 
can have as few as five to as 

many as 25 members - com-
pete in a sporting-event type of 
competition, and each year the 
games are different.

“Shockwave” Team 1742, a 
FIRST team from Moore-Nor-
man Vo-Tech, along with its 
sponsor, demonstrated its 2006 
entry, a robot that had a hook 
arm capable of picking up an 
inflatable ring. The students 
operated the robot from a control 
station a few feet away.

In 2007’s event, over 1,300 
teams from seven countries com-
peted in a game which was part 
soccer and part basketball game. 
During competition, “gracious 
professionalism” is practiced, 
meaning team helps one another. 
The key to the program is adult 
volunteers and mentors to guide 
and motivate the students. 
Many scholarships are available, 
including one from Oklahoma 
State University, for FIRST 
team members. In addition, up to 
$8 million in scholarships from 

Nation FIRST team, can contact 
Jennifer Brown at 580-421-
7711, or Dr. Jack Sellers at 918-
691-3285 for more information. 
FIRST was established in 1989. 
The non-profit organization 
designs accessible, innovative 
programs to build self-confi-
dence, knowledge and life skills 
while motivating young people 
to pursue opportunities in sci-
ence, technology, engineering, 
and math.

Contributed by Dana Hudspeth,  
tribal media relations.

Members of the Chickasaw Nation Relay for Life team show the three awards 
they received during the American Cancer Society’s Ada event. Team mem-
bers are, front row from left, Johnny Osborn, Brian Butler, Norma Hurley, Ervin 
Walton, Thalia Miller, Thelma Navarro and William Gaines. Back row from left, 
Tony Myers, Carl Ross and Mike Weems.

Relay for Life event

Teams will build robots

Remington Law Enforcement Armor Armor Glock Beretta Benelli

corporations is available nation-
wide for FIRST participants, and 
NASA has $3 million available 
for rookie teams in an effort to 
offset the $5,000 team entry fee. 
The Oklahoma Legislature has 
also appropriated $100,000 
for  the  FIRST program. 
This year, a regional com-
petition will be conducted at 
Oklahoma City’s Cox Conven-
tion Center in March, 2008. 
A training conference for new 
teams is set for September 15 
in Stillwater. Potential members 
and mentors for the Chickasaw 
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The Chickasaw Nation Division of Housing & Tribal Development has available hous-
ing in the following areas.

Ardmore (age 55+) and Marietta
The Ardmore High-rise (age 55+) apartments include central heat & air, range, and 

refrigerator in each apartment. A convenient laundry room is available on every floor. 
An on site manager, maintenance person and security at night are provided. All utilities 
are paid.

The Marietta apartments offer central heat, washer/dryer hookups, range and refrig-
erator. Water is paid.

Monthly rent is income based for all apartments. Security deposits range from $50 to 
$100.

For applications and additional information contact Ardmore High Rise Office at 580-
226-4590 or Ardmore Office at 580-226-2095.

Davis, Byng, and Marie Bailey (Marie Bailey in Ada, Okla., for ages 55+)
Central heat & air, carpeting, range, refrigerator, and washer/dryer hookups are offered. 

The Marie Bailey apartments provide all the above including washer and dryer.
Monthly rent is income based. Security deposits range from $50 to $160.
Water is paid at Davis and Byng.
For applications and additional information contact the Ada Office at 580-421-8800.

Affordable Housing
Chickasaw Nation Division of Housing & Tribal Development

Before I planned to start a 
family, I knew I wanted to 
breastfeed any children I would 
have. In fact, I was looking for-
ward to breastfeeding because 
I had seen the special bond 
that breastfeeding mothers and 
babies share, and I knew it was 
a precious gift that I wanted to 
give to any children I would 
have. 

Through my jobs as a dietitian 
working for Children’s Medical 
Center in Dallas, the Chickasaw 
Nation WIC (Women, Infants, 
and Children) program, and 
working as the Chickasaw Na-
tion Community Dietitian, I had 
seen firsthand the many benefits 
of breastfeeding. I had been 
fortunate in my job experience 
to have received training as a 
breastfeeding educator and to 
have helped breastfeeding moth-
ers get started breastfeeding and 
work through any challenges 
they might have. Because of this 
experience, when I found out I 
was pregnant, I felt very confi-
dent about breastfeeding. 

Needless to say, my confi-
dence was somewhat shaken 
when I discovered I was expect-
ing not one baby, but two! I had 

never even considered the pos-
sibility that I would have twins 
and felt very unsure about how 
I would handle two babies. I 
wanted to learn all that I could 
about breastfeeding twins, so 
I started to research, reading 
every bit of information I could 
get my hands on. 

La Leche League www.la-
lecheleague.org  and Debra 
Cox, Chickasaw Nation WIC 
lactation consultant, were great 
resources for me. It also really 
helped to talk to other mothers 
who had successfully breastfed 
twins. 

One specific concern I had was 
that my milk supply would not 
be plentiful enough to complete-
ly nourish two babies. I know 
from talking to other mothers 
that many are concerned about 
their milk supply for even just 
one baby. It did not help that the 
nurses at my doctor’s office kept 
trying to give me free cans of 
infant formula even after I told 
them I was going to breastfeed. 

The nurses were surprised 
when I would not take the formu-
la samples, and I remember one 
saying, “Are you sure? I know 
you’re going to breastfeed, but 
this would really help to have on 
hand to supplement.” 

Though they were probably 
just trying to give me all of 
the help they could since I was 
expecting twins, I knew that 
giving my babies any supple-
ments would actually decrease 
my milk supply. Through my 
research, I learned that true 
milk insufficiency is very rare, 
and that getting breastfeeding 
off to a good start soon after 
birth would help ensure that I 
would have plenty of milk for 
both of my babies. It helped me 
to understand that the more my 
babies nursed, the more milk 
my body would make. Though 
I was a little apprehensive about 
breastfeeding twins, I was de-
termined that I would do it, no 
matter what challenges I would 
face.

Thankfully, I had a healthy 
pregnancy, with only a few mi-
nor complications typical of a 
twin pregnancy. On January 11, 
2007, I delivered two healthy, 
full-term baby girls.  Avery 
weighed 6 pounds, 2 ounces and 
Kate weighed in at 5 pounds, 3 

ounces. Both were able to nurse 
within an hour after they were 
born. I had let my doctor and 
nurses know ahead of time that 
we did not want any bottles, 
infant formula or pacifiers to be 
given to the girls so that breast-
feeding could get off to the best 
start possible. 

Early on, I did face some 
challenges with breastfeeding, 
and I am thankful that I was 
determined to continue no mat-
ter what obstacles I faced. I had 
expressed to friends and family 
how important breastfeeding 
was to me, so everyone was 
very supportive. Talking to other 
mothers who had experienced 
similar challenges was also very 
encouraging, because they had 
all successfully made it through 
similar early obstacles and still 
considered breastfeeding to be a 
wonderful experience. 

My girls are four months old 
now, and breastfeeding is going 
wonderfully! I love that I am 
giving my daughters something 
that no one else can. I know that Whitney Hollingsworth with daughters Kate and 

Avery Hollingsworth.

breastfed babies have fewer ill-
nesses, including ear infections 
and allergies, and I have yet to 
take the girls to their pediatri-
cian for anything other than well 
baby check-ups. 

The girls have a family history 
of asthma, allergies, eczema, 
diabetes and heart disease, and 
I am thrilled that breastfeeding 
is likely decreasing their risk for 
all of these health issues. 

I love the convenience of 
nursing. I can take my babies 
with me anywhere and all of the 
nutrition they need is ready-to-
go whenever they need it. I also 
like that I am saving so much 
money since I do not have to buy 
infant formula, which is very 
expensive. I plan to continue 
breastfeeding until the girls are 
at least a year old. 

Breastfeeding twins, though 
challenging at times, is a very 
rewarding experience, and I 
would not trade it for anything 
in the world! 

The Get Fresh! Program par-
ticipated in June Fest at Purcell 
on June 9, 2007. 

Ruth Burrows, Food Dem-
onstration Specialist, managed 
the booth at this year’s event. 
She handed out free nutritional 
information and recipes promot-

Contributed by Karissa Pickett,  
tribal media relations.

ing the Get Fresh! program and 
healthier eating. 

She conducted demonstra-
tions at 11 a.m. and 2:30 p.m 
on how to prepare a Citrus Zest 
Fruit Salad. She also handed out 
samples of the salad and home-
made granola after each demo. 

Ruth estimates that between 60-
80 people came by her booth and 
she handed out 30-40 samples. 

For more information on the 
Get Fresh! program, please call 
(580) 272-5506.  

Breastfeeding the very best option - even with little twins! 

Get Fresh! demonstrations, samples at Purcell
By Whitney Hollingsworth

http://www.lalecheleague.org/
http://www.lalecheleague.org/
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The Chickasaw Nation hosted 
Diabetes Camp May 21-25, 
2007 at the Davis Microtel. 
There were 38 campers in at-
tendance this year.  

Throughout the week, camp-
ers participated in many ac-
tivities aimed at educating them 
about diabetes. Blood sugars 
were checked at regular inter-
vals each day and campers were 
served healthy meals throughout 
the week. Campers also had the 
opportunity to participate in 
many different exercise activi-
ties such as walking, aerobics 
and swimming.  

Campers also took part in dif-
ferent education workshops such 
as nutrition education, foot care, 
diabetes and the heart, psycho-
social aspects of diabetes, smok-
ing cessation and eye care.  

Phyllis Lattie and Stella Cul-
berson are from different parts 
of Oklahoma, but they have 
forged a lasting friendship. Phyl-
lis is from Connerville and Stel-
la is from 
S e m i n o l e 
a n d  b o t h 
came to this 
year’s camp 
t o  l e a r n 
more about 
d i a b e t e s 
and how to 
control dif-
ferent as-
pects of the 
disease.  

P h y l l i s 
learned that 
she was dia-
betic about 
three years 
a g o .  S h e 
c a m e  t o 
camp hop-

ing to get a better understanding 
of diabetes and a better perspec-
tive on how to handle different 
facets of the disease. She said 
she learned a lot of information 
at this year’s camp that will help 
her to manage her diabetes. She 
learned how to keep her car-
bohydrates down in a healthy 
way from the meals they were 
served. The main thing that 
Phyllis learned was to “take care 
of your body and everything else 
will fall into place.”  

Stella found out she was dia-
betic in 2001. Her favorite part 
of this year’s camp was learn-
ing from the other campers and 
counselors. She learned that 
keeping your sugar down is the 
main thing and that can be done 
through diet and exercise.  

Henrietta Spangler from Okla-
homa City enjoyed the cama-
raderie during the week. She 
enjoyed “talking, listening and 
learning together.”  

Shelly Garcia from Wyn-
newood learned information at 
this year’s camp that will hope-
fully help future generations of 
her family. She learned how “to 
prevent my kids from becoming 
diabetic, to eat right and to get 
help when you need it- before it 
goes too far.”  

Shon McCage, Health Promo-
tion Specialist with the Chicka-
saw Nation Health System 
(CNHS) Diabetes Care Center, 
was pleased with this year’s 
camp, “we had a really good 
group of people this year. They 
were eager to learn, asked a lot 
of questions and participated in 
all the activities. Several camp-
ers mentioned that they have 

never been able to control their 
blood sugars as well as they did 
while at camp and this is proof 
that proper nutrition and physi-
cal activity are the keys to con-
trolling your blood sugars.”  

During the closing ceremo-
nies, the Most Motivating 
Camper award winner was 
Melva Dillard of Sulphur and 
the t-shirt design winner was 
Charles Rose of Ada.  

Diabetes is a disease that af-
fects the body’s ability to pro-
duce and properly use insulin. 
Insulin is needed to convert 
sugar, starches and other foods 
into energy. Type 2 diabetes is 
the most common type of diabe-
tes affecting Native Americans. 
Many complications are asso-
ciated with diabetes including 
heart disease, kidney disease, 

and eye and foot complications. 
For more information on the 
Diabetes Camp or the CNHS 
Diabetes Care Center, please 

Imogene Winnette and Christie Byars do chair aero-
bics. 

“Most Motivating Camper” 
Melva Dillard, left, and tribal 
health promotion specialist 
Shon McCage.

This group enjoys walking together! Front from 
left, Jo Eva Underwood and Jackie Cervantes. 
Back from left, Ina Wisdom, Doug Busha and 
DeLoyce Throne.

Contributed by Karissa Pickett,  
tribal media relations.

The Chickasaw Nation opened 
the Chickasaw Health Informa-
tion Center (CHIC) on Friday, 
June 22 at 10 a.m. at Carl Albert 
Indian Hospital.    

The CHIC Center is a joint 
effort among the Chickasaw Na-
tion Health System, the National 
Library of Medicine and Com-
putercraft to provide an on-line 
consumer health information 
center where patients can access 
health care information relating 
to specific conditions. 

The CHIC Center will be 
located in the main lobby area 
of Carl Albert and will contain 
computers and a rolling kiosk 
that can be moved to different 
clinic lobbies.  

“This project is an important 
step in providing crucial in-
formation that will help create 
and increase awareness and 
understanding of individual 
health issues,” said Governor 
Bill Anoatubby.  

Bill Lance, CNHS Adminis-
trator, echoed Gov. Anoatubby’s 
feelings and said the Chickasaw 
Nation was excited to be a part 
of this project that will “enhance 
the quality of life for our patients 
and Chickasaw citizens.”  

Mr. Lance also said it was 
exciting to see Chickasaws 
bringing back to the tribe and 
this project is an example of “the 
power of Chickasaws working 
with Chickasaws to bring back 
to their people- its an extension 
of our family.”  

Computercraft is owned by 

Gene and Carolyn Hill. Gene is 
Chickasaw and originally from 
Pauls Valley, Okla.  

In coordination with the CHIC 
Center, CNHS will implement 
the use of an “e-prescription.” 
The “e-prescription” will be 
given to patients by their health 
care provider and will consist 
of pre-printed website URLs 
that they can use to access in-
formation on disease topics or 
wellness information specific to 
them. CHIC staff will be avail-
able to assist patients during 
their visit to the CHIC Center. 
Privacy screens will be utilized 
so that patients can maintain 
confidentiality. Printers will 
also be available for those who 
prefer to print information for 
home review. 

By providing access to cred-
ible resources, the Chickasaw 

Nation is hoping to help build a 
healthier community and reduce 
the health disparities faced by 
many Native Americans today.  

Dr. Judy Goforth Parker has 
been involved with the CHIC 
Center project since inception. 
She urged CNHS nurses to fa-
miliarize patients with the new 
learning opportunities associ-
ated with CHIC because “it will 
only work if we use it!”  

The CHIC Center will be a 
part of the new Carl Albert fa-
cility and will expand to serve 
more patients.  

For more information on the 
CHIC Center, please contact 
Debbie Jackson at (580) 421-
4587.

From left, Carolyn Hill, Carol McCurdy, Gene Hill, Bill Lance, 
CNHS governing board member Wayne Roark, Dr. Judy Goforth 
Parker, Lisa Bumpus, Amber Pollard, National Library of Health 
and Medicine official Gale Dutcher and Debbie Jackson dedi-
cate the new Chickasaw Health Information Center (CHIC).  

Contributed by Karissa Pickett,  
tribal media relations.

call (580) 421-4532. 
Diabetes camp creates new awareness, new friendships

Diet, exercise, information and fun!

Great health resource now at Carl Albert
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Chickasaw Foundation’s 
6th Annual Cultural Evening

The Chickasaw Foundation 
Upward Bound programs con-
ducted two parent/student orien-
tations in May at the Chickasaw 
Microtel conference room in 
Davis and the Murray State 
College (MSC) ballroom in 
Tishomingo. The orientations 
help prepare students to attend 
the summer academic session 
at MSC.  

Students also had their pic-
tures taken for identification 

The Chickasaw Foundation 
has recently received two grants 
from the Dollar General Literacy 
Foundation and the America the 
Beautiful Fund 

The Dollar General Literacy 
Foundation grant is a $15,000 
grant to provide funding for The 
Chickasaw Nation’s adult learn-
ing program. The funds will be 
used to purchase Read On!, a 
research-based reading interven-
tion software system designed 
to diagnose reading deficiencies 
and prescribe instruction for 
adults who are reading below 
the ninth grade level. 

The America the Beautiful 
Fund grant is for flower, herb 
and vegetable seeds. The seeds 
will be utilized by the Chicka-
saw Nation Community Gar-
dens program. The seeds are 
given to Chickasaw Nation se-
niors, needy Chickasaw citizens 
and other Native Americans 
citizens. 

Every spring vegetable plants 
are provided for senior citizens 
to use in their gardens, and pro-
vided to low-income citizens 
who need garden vegetables. 
The seniors enjoy growing some 
of their own plants from seeds. 
For the past few years, these 
seeds have been provided to 
them through this fund. 

It is a worthwhile project and 
the people who receive them are 
very appreciative.

The Chickasaw Foundation is 
a 501 (c) 3 nonprofit organiza-
tion. We are currently accepting 
donations of Native American 
artwork for our art auction to be 
held during the Friends of the 
Foundation reception on No-
vember 16, 2007. This reception 
is held annually to recognize 
our donors and volunteers. Last 
year we had over 25 pieces of 
artwork and would like to see 
the number double this year. 

Your tax-deductible donation 
will benefit the Foundation and 
its scholarship program. Last 

The Chickasaw Foundation 
recently established the Chicka-
saw Foundation Student of the 
Month program to recognize 
and honor students who display 
good citizenship, respectful 
for peers and program staff, 
program participation, leader-
ship qualities, positive attitude, 
responsibility, community ser-
vice participation, cultural/tribal 
activities participation and a 
positive academic work ethic. 

Ms. Tara Lofton was selected 
the May 2007 Student of the 
Month. 

badges.  The Chickasaw Ligh-
thorse Police conducted a drug 
dog demonstration to support 
the no drug tolerance policy of 
the program.

Students moved into McKee 
Hall on May 29 and started their 
classes May 30.  Classes offered 
for the summer include algebra 
I & II, calculus, geometry and 
trigonometry, biology, zoology, 
chemistry and physics, English 
literature and composition, 

geography, computer science, 
Spanish and life skills.  

Students also enjoyed a field 
trip to the movie theater in Ada 
for the first week’s evening ac-
tivity.  Bridge students moved 
into the new Aggie Suites to 
begin their college credit classes 
on June 4.   For more informa-
tion on the Chickasaw Founda-
tion Upward Bound programs, 
please call (580) 371-9903.

Please mark your calendars to join us on Tuesday, October 2, 
2007 at Kullihoma for our 6th Annual Cultural Evening as part 
of the Chickasaw Festival. We will have a night full of cultural 
events you won’t want to miss. If you have any questions, please 
contact the Chickasaw Foundation at (580) 421-9030. 

Chickasaw Foundation receives 
grants for learning, nutrition

Thalia Miller, left, and Johnna R. Walker looking over 
the seeds received from the America the Beautiful 
Fund Grant.

From left, Nancy Thomason, office of manage-
ment and budget; Lynne Chatfield, manager of the 
Chickasaw Nation Adult Learning Program; Ken-
nedy Brown, chairman of the Chickasaw Founda-
tion; and Johnna R. Walker, executive director of the 
Chickasaw Foundation; receive the Dollar General 
Literacy Foundation grant.

Chickasaw Foundation Student 
of the Month Tara Lofton 

She will be a junior at Fox 
High School and is new to the 
Upward Bound program this 
year. Tara has three sisters who 
live in Tatums. Her hobbies 
include horseback riding, read-
ing, watching TV, babysitting, 
riding four-wheelers, hiking, 
swimming and writing. 

She has been on the princi-
pal’s honor roll for the last eight 
years and the superintendent’s 
honor roll for the previous two. 
Tara is listed in “Who’s Who 
Among American High School 
Students” and is a member of 
the National Honor Society. 

Tara has received awards in 
literature, reading, perfect at-
tendance, algebra I and algebra 
II. She has volunteered at the 
Healdton Nursing Home, T-Okie 
Club and the Pick-Up Trash 
Day. She plans to attend college, 
become a doctor and make her 
dreams all realities one day. 

Tara Lofton

Foundation art auction 
issues call for artists 

year we were able to establish 
the Chickasaw Foundation Fine 
Arts Scholarship for any college 
student with a CDIB majoring in 
fine arts (arts, music, dramatics 
and dance). If you are interested 
in making a donation, please 
contact the Chickasaw Founda-
tion at (580) 421-9030. 

The mission of the Chickasaw 
Foundation is to promote the 
general welfare and culture of 
the Chickasaw people by sup-
porting educational, health, his-
torical and community activities 
and programs. 

“A Chickasaw Tribal Member”

Medicare, Most 
Insurances Accepted!

Office Hours:
Mon. thur Fri. - 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.;Sat. Appointments Only

(580) 371-2227

204 E. Main • Tishomingo, Okla.

Complete Chiropractic Care

Upward Bound orientations prepare students
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The Chickasaw Foundation 
welcomes Ms. Meagan Kath-
leen Melton, 19, as our sum-
mer youth participant. She is 
the daughter of Richard and 
LaDonna Melton, and has two 
younger brothers, Daniel, 18, 
and Justin, 14. She currently 
resides with her grandmother, 

Chickasaw Foundation welcomes summer youth participants
Ethel Burden, to assist her when 
necessary. 

She is a 2005 graduate of 
Vanoss Public Schools and 
enjoys reading, swimming 
and playing pool. Her future 
plans are to continue earning 
her degree in accounting from 
Southeastern Oklahoma State 
University. She would like to 
be a certified public accountant 
and eventually establish her own 
business.

The Chickasaw Foundation 
Upward Bound program wel-
comes Joel Dameron, 20, as our 
summer youth worker. Joel is 
the son of Joni Imotichey and 
John Dameron.  He currently 

Meagan Melton

Joel Dameron

resides with his grandparents, 
Jerry and Janice Imotichey.  

Joel is a 2006 graduate of 
Anadarko High School.  He 

enjoys music and acting, and 
currently plays lead guitar in a 
hard rock band.  Joel is a stu-
dent at Murray State College 
majoring in education.  His 

future plans include attending 
the University of Science and 
Arts of Oklahoma majoring in 
English education to become a 
high school English teacher.

Chickasaw Citizen
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Dream of owning your own home?
CHUKA CHUKMASI is a secondary market Conventional 

Loan for Chickasaw Citizens and Chickasaw Nation Employees. 
The CNDHTD can assist you with down payment and closing 
costs. Qualified borrowers invest as little as $500.00. We offer 
expanded underwriting guidelines that allow those with less than 
perfect credit to be approved. There are no income guidelines. 
Maximum loan amount is $359,650.00 and the minimum is 
$10,000. In addition we can assist with refinancing for homeown-
ers who want to lower their interest rates and or payments.

NEW CONSTRUCTION LOANS: Are you interested in building 
your own home? If you have been approved for your 30 year financing, 
Housing Counseling & Loan Services can provide an interim construction 
loan for you to build your home. This program is open to Chickasaws 
and employees of the Chickasaw Nation anywhere in the State of Okla-
homa. The interest rate on the construction loan is only 5%, the term is 
6 months and be prepared to make interest payments on the construction 
loan during construction. Please call us for further information. 

HOME IMPROVEMENT LOAN PROGRAM: Do you need 
to make improvements to your home but just don’t have the money? 
Chickasaw Nation Division of Housing & Tribal Development’s Home 

Improvement Loan Program may be the answer. Maximum loan amount is $30,000.00; interest 
rate is 5% and maximum term is 10 years. You must be able to qualify for the loan, must have 
fee simple title and cannot already have a 2nd mortgage for home improvements. Available 
only for Chickasaws and employees of the Chickasaw Nation in the State of Oklahoma. Work 
must be completed by a licensed contractor.

Chickasaw Nation Division of Housing & Tribal Development

901 North Country Club
P.O. Box 788

Ada, OK  74820

Kyra Childers
CHEC

(580) 421-8817
Robert Ingram
Loan Counselor
(580) 421-8867

Kay Perry
Director, GML, CHEC

(580) 421-8856
Summer Stick

Section Head, CHEC
(580) 421-8862

‘Its About Money’

By ROSS HILL
President and CEO

Bank2

Ross Hill

 Mention Oklahoma to people 
from other states and they are 
likely to mention at least one of 
five things; Native Americans, 
football, tornados, the Okla-
homa City bombing or oil. No 
surprises here but I am sure you 
are as particularly proud of the 
first one just as I am.  

Oklahoma is a great state for 
many reasons but our Native 
American heritage makes us 
special in many ways. Tornados 
are exciting but also incredibly 
dangerous. Oklahoma football 
is fanatical but good seasons 
come and go. The Oklahoma 
City bombing is nothing but a 
tragedy. We have had our tough 
times, but without question 
Oklahoma has benefited tremen-
dously from the oil and natural 
gas industry.

I think you will understand 
why I was so excited recently 
when Bank2 was in the unique 

position to work on a project that 
includes Chickasaws and the oil 
industry. I am referring to one of 
the largest lending transactions 
ever made in Bank2’s history. 

It is one thing to be known for 
making home loans tailored to 
meet the needs of Native Ameri-
cans. It is great to know Na-
tive Americans think of Bank2 
when they need to purchase a 
new automobile or start a new 
business. We even get excited 
when we open a new savings or 
checking account. These are all 
wonderful opportunities to serve 
the people of the Chickasaw Na-
tion. But we couldn’t help but 
be enthused recently when we 
played a major role in working 
with a Chickasaw oil man on the 
purchase of a significant natural 
gas distribution business right 
here in Oklahoma.  

Thomas Hartline’s grand-
mother lived in Ada, Okla., and 
was a citizen of the Chickasaw 
Nation. Like many Okies who 
lived during the Great Depres-
sion, Hartline’s grandparents 
migrated to California in an 
attempt to escape the harsh en-
vironment that ripped through 
the Heartland. The west coast 
became home to the Hartline 
family. However, some 70 years 
later, business opportunities and 
connectivity with fellow Chick-
asaws, have brought Thomas 
Hartline back his Chickasaw 
roots.

Hartline grew up in Califor-
nia. He eventually earned a 
MBA from the University of 

California, Irvine and became 
a licensed general engineer-
ing contractor with interest in 
heavy construction and oil field 
production pipeline develop-
ment and distribution. His work 
would take him around the 
world including pipeline proj-
ects in East Africa and South 
America.    

Hartline became a valued 
consultant to the heavy con-
struction and energy industry. 
He ultimately founded Navitas 
Utility Corporation with his 
business partner Richard Varner. 
Interestingly, Varner and Hart-
line shared a similar Chickasaw 
heritage and Oklahoma connec-
tions. Varner’s relatives were 
from the Paul family, as in Pauls 
Valley, Okla.  

With more than 30 years of 
combined experience in the pe-
troleum industry, Hartline and 
Varner were positioned to be 
effective in the pursuit and de-
velopment of local distribution 

companies. Navitas Assets, LLC 
gained an interest in purchasing 
Oklahoma’s Fort Cobb Fuel 
Authority, LLC from Gateway 
Energy.

“When we determined to se-
cure financing for the project in 
Oklahoma we had two major cri-
teria. We wanted an Oklahoma 
bank and a bank that understood 
United States Department of 
Agriculture lending,” Hartline 
explained. “When we realized 
Bank2 was based in Oklahoma, 
were experts in dealing with the 
U.S.D.A. and was owned by our 
fellow Chickasaws, we knew we 
were on the right path.”

I’m proud to announce that 
Bank2 funded the $2.65 million 
with Navitas. How exciting to 
see how the Chickasaw Nation 
played a major role in seeing one 
of its own make a major invest-
ment in Oklahoma. Something 
tells me that as a Chickasaw, 
Hartline’s grandmother would 
be proud to know that she help 

played a role in helping her 
grandson make the most of a 
business opportunity, especially 
when it involved the Chickasaw 
Nation.

It is stories like these that 
make being a part of the Chicka-
saw Nation one of the greatest 
benefits of serving our people 
through Bank2. We would love 
for your story to be the next one 
we tell.  

Ross A. Hill is president-CEO 
of Bank2. Bank2 is a growing 
$85 million full service financial 
institution with headquarters in 
Oklahoma City, Okla.  Bank2 is 
owned 100% by the Chickasaw 
Nation. It’s About Money is 
published monthly by Bank2 as 
a financial service to members 
of the Chickasaw Nation.  To 
learn more about the many great 
financial services and Bank2 
home loan programs designed 
especially for Native Americans, 
call toll-free 1-877-409-2265 or 
visit www.bank2.biz

Chickasaw businessman’s journey leads him back home

RADFORD, Va.  -  A 
Chickasaw student has re-
cently earned her master’s 
degree.

Tressa Iris Kirby was 
awarded her master of sci-
ence degree in corporate and 
professional communication 
from Radford University in 
May.

Ms. Kirby has accepted a 
job as associate manager of 
communications with the 
American Diabetes Associa-
tion in Washington, D.C.

Tressa Iris Kirby



the Pickens District are Mi-
chaella Saunders and Ryan 
Taylor, Lincoln Elementary 
(Ardmore). 

“Michae l la 
Saunders is a 
very sweet stu-
dent,” said Jea-
n e t t e  Ly n c h . 
“She tries her 
best at all of her 
subjects. She is 
willing to help 

with anything I ask of her. She 
is a model student.”

“Ryan Taylor is a very sweet 
student. He is a 
diligent worker. 
He has been a 
hard worker all 
year. His aca-
demic work has 
improved over 
the year. He is a 
model student.”

honor roll and recently took her 
state boards in cosmetology and 
passed with flying colors. She 
has been an active member of 
our Native Voices Indian Club 
and has been a delight to work 
with. She is the type of person 
who will always do her best in 
anything she attempts and I hope 
you consider her for the Student 
of the Month.”

“Christopher Tyler Hatton 
is an excellent student and has 
been involved with baseball, he 
is the manager of our team,” 
said Kevin Wilson. “He is very 
reliable in all the things that he 
does for the team. He is very 
respectful, which can be rare 
these days. I believe Tyler dem-
onstrates what a great student is 
all about, and it gives me great 
pleasure to recommend him as 
a Student of the Month.”

Students of the month for 
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May 2007 Students of the Month
Students of the Month have 

been selected for May 2007 in 
all four districts of the Chicka-
saw Nation.

Up to 24 awards are presented 
each month, as male and female 
student of the month awards 
are available in elementary, 
middle school and high school 
in each of the four districts of 
the Chickasaw Nation.

Each student of the month re-
ceives a recognition plaque and 
a $25 Walmart gift certificate. 

All Native Americans students 
with a Certificate of Degree of 
Indian Blood (CDIB) in grades 
one through 12 attending partici-
pating schools in the Chickasaw 
Nation are eligible for student of 
the month.

Students are nominated by 
teachers, counselors, JOM co-
ordinators, principals, or other 
school personnel in recognition 
of academic accomplishments, 
leadership qualities, positive 
attitude, work ethic, citizenship 
and other criteria.

Following are students of 
the month, along with selected 
comments from those who 
nominated each student.

Students of the month for the 
Tishomingo District are Sadie 
Tyson, Tishomingo Elementary, 
Ashleigh Dunn, Tishomingo 
Jr. High and Rebecca Hoster, 
Tishomingo High.

“Sadie Tyson is a remarkable 
young lady,” said 
Rosanna Easter-
ling. “She strives 
to be the best in 
everything she 
attempts to do. 
She is energetic 
and willing to 
take on any task 
set before her. 
She is a positive thinker, which 
makes her an excellent student. 
It has been such a delight to have 
Sadie in my class this year. She 
has been ‘Student of the Month’ 
and ‘JOM Honor Student.’”

“Ashleigh Dunn is a good 
student,” said Donna Owens. 

“She works hard 
to maintain good 
grades. She par-
ticipates in sports 
and is a leader 
in the classroom 
and in each of the 
sports she plays. 

She presents a positive attitude 
toward her peers and teachers 
and is a positive influence on 

those around her.”
“Rebecca Hoster is an out-

standing student, both academi-
cally and in extra-curricular 
activities within the school as 
well as in the community,” said 
Don Tims. “She has a positive 
outlook on life, and she will 
be successful in whatever pro-
fession she chooses. She is 
graduating in the top 10% of 
her graduating class. I strongly 
recommend she be given consid-
eration for ‘Chickasaw Student 
of the Month.’”

Students of the month for the 
Pontotoc District are Madison 
Abney, Latta Elementary, Grey-
son Smith, Byng Elementary, 
Brenna Tarver, Lexington Jr. 
High, Boaz Vandever, Latta Jr. 
High, Amanda Kretzschmar 
and Christopher Tyler Hatton, 
Byng High.

“Madison Abney is a wonder-
ful student,” said Mrs. Rauch. 
“She works hard to make good 
grades. She is 
very busy partic-
ipating in many 
activities such as 
showing goats 
in 4-H, playing 
sports and riding 
her horses. She 
is friendly and 
outgoing. I think 
she would make a great student 
of the month.”

“Greyson Smith is a fourth 
grade student at Byng Elemen-
tary School and I would like to 
recommend him for Chickasaw 
Student of the Month,” said 
Stephanie Delfrate. “I have 
known Greyson as a student 
for the past year and have had 
the pleasure of getting to know 
him better and found him to be 
very pleasant and hard working. 
He is always ready to help with 
any project and he is willing to 
help in any activity. He carries 
a 4.0 grade point average and is 
on the Chickasaw Honor Roll. 
He not only excels academi-
cally, he has been involved in 
numerous school activities. Your 
consideration for this honor will 
be appreciated.”

“Brenna Tarver is an eighth 
grader at Lexington Middle 
School,” said Meredith Jones. 
“She is a very civic-minded 
student and is always willing 
to help out around school. She 
is very athletic and excels in 
several sports. She has a good 
attendance record and has never 

been in trouble. Brenna is a 
good choice for Student of the 
Month.”

“Boaz Vandever is a very 
smart young man,” said Terry 
Pinter. “He is well liked by 

his teachers as 
well as his peers. 
He is one of the 
smartest and nic-
est kids I know. 
He is  a lways 
willing to help a 

friend in need or do anything his 
teachers ask of him. I think that 
Boaz would be very deserving 
of this honor.”

“Amanda Kretzschmar is 
a senior at Byng High School 
and I have known her for her 
entire school career,” said Merry 
Monroe. “She is a very sweet 
girl who works hard to be a suc-
cess in every task she tackles. 
She has constantly been on the 

Sadie Tyson

Ashleigh 
Dunn

Madison 
Abney

Boaz 
Vandever

Michaella 
Saunders

Ryan Taylor

Aubri Lynn Brauning gradu-
ated from Seminole Nation 
Mekusukey Mission Head Start 
on May 23.

In December 2006, Aubri 
Lynn was chosen Queen of 
Head Start for the 2006-2007 
school year.

She played her first year of t-
ball this year. Her team was the 
“Love Bugs.” 

She is the daughter of Justin 
Brauning and Amber Coon, of 
Seminole, Okla., and the grand-
daughter of Jimmy and Kay 
Brauning, of Bowlegs, Okla., 
and Jimmy and Susan Harjo, of 
Seminole.

She is the great-granddaugh-
ter of the late Charley “Sonny” 
Leader and Helen Leader, of 
Bowlegs, and Wayne and Nel-
mon Brauning, of Seminole. She 
is the great-great-granddaughter 
of Mary Lois Goer Clifford, of 
Ada, Okla.

Three Chickasaw siblings 
have recently earned awards 
for history and reading.

Hunter Thomas Baldwin, a 
first grader at Daggett Mon-
tessori School in Fort Worth, 
Texas, was awarded a reading 
medal for reading the fourth 
highest number of books for 
students in grades K through 
5. Hunter was part of the 
“Reach for the Stars” reading 
competition.

Madison Gabrielle Baldwin, 
won a third place in the group 
category of the History Fair 
conducted this Spring at the 
Daggett Montessori School.

Seventh-grader Austen Tay-
lor Baldwin was part of a team 
which won first place in school 
level History Fair and wnet 
on to win second place in the 

Aubri Brauning
Texas Regional History Fair.

The team’s video entry on 
the Alamo was planned and 
produced by team members 
and was a documentary of the 
famous fort.

The team’s second-place 
finish allowed it to compete 
in the Texas State History 
competition in Austin.

Austen was also recog-
nized as the outstanding sev-
enth-grade science student at 
Daggett Montessori School in 
Fort Worth for the 2006-2007 
school year.

Parents of the Baldwin chil-
dren are Steve and Melissa 
Baldwin, of Fort Worth. They 
are the grandchildren of Gene 
and Vivian Thompson, of 
Austin.

Hunter Baldwin Madison 
Baldwin

Austen Baldwin

Aubri Brauning 
graduates from 
Head Start

Chickasaw siblings earn awards 
in history, reading events
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Southeastern Oklahoma State 
University’s John Massey School 
of Business recently played host 
to aspiring young entrepreneurs 
from the Chickasaw Nation. The 
students, made up primarily of 
graduating seniors from across 
the Chickasaw Nation as well 
as Texas, California and even 
Canada, attended the week-long 
academy aimed at exposing 
participants to the demands 
and rewards of small business 
ownership. 

The academy, in its fifth con-
secutive year, is a partnership 
between the Chickasaw Nation 
and the John Massey School 
of Business. The academy is 
intended to open the eyes of 
young Chickasaws to business 
opportunities while at the same 
time providing them with the 
skills necessary to develop a 
basic business plan.

“Our students perform so well 
during the entrepreneurship 
academy,” Gov. Anoatubby said. 
“We are proud of them. Watch-
ing their small business skills 
develop is exciting.”

The 2007 academy was in-
tense, including tours of local 
businesses between class and 
computer lab assignments.

“Developing a sound business 
plan takes work and there just 
simply are not short cuts,” said 

Dr. Kitty Campbell, academy 
director and faculty member at 
the Southeastern School of Busi-
ness. “There were many days 
when we could tell the students 
were tired, but they were troop-
ers and pressed on to complete 
their plans.”

 “It was fantastic to expose 
these young adults to the type 
leadership they witnessed this 
week” said Bill McCurdy,  
Massey School of Business 
faculty member and instructor 
at the academy. “This year’s stu-
dents had the opportunity to hear 
from John Massey, chairman of 
one of the largest rural banking 
operations in the country, as 
well as Randy Harp, COO for 
Pre-Paid Legal Services. Re-
gent Massey and Mr. Harp are 
two executives with substantial 
control over multi-million dollar 
operations, and you don’t get a 
chance to interview this caliber 
of leader every day.” 

The students also had an 
opportunity to hear from Gov. 
Anoatubby during a session 
specifically scheduled for the 
academy participants. 

“One of the goals of the acad-
emy is to allow these students to 
interact with people who have 
taken entrepreneurship to its 
highest level,” said McCurdy. 

McCurdy, a Chickasaw citi-

zen, said he believed the stu-
dents had an excellent example 
of the entrepreneurial spirit than 
in Gov. Anoatubby.

One of the new initiatives of 
the 2007 academy was the Youth 
Market. The purpose of Youth 
Market is to expose young 
Chickasaw entrepreneurs to the 
basic activities associated with 
business operation. 

Students were allowed to 
select their own product lines, 
determine their own pricing 
strategy, develop their own 
marketing materials, and com-
pose their own personal selling 
philosophies. The goal was for 
market customers to expect the 
same from students that they 
might expect from any business 
they patronize. The students had 
full ownership authority for their 
table top store. They could alter 
pricing, bundle products, or of-
fer incentives. 

The Youth Market took place 
in the large conference room at 
Chickasaw Nation headquarters. 
Students were able to market 
and sell their products to over 
100 tribal employees and ex-
ecutives. 

“It was great to watch the 
students become creative when 
faced with direct competition 
and significant obstacles” said 
McCurdy. “I think we can ex-

pect great things from our young 
people in the near future. I be-
lieve small business ownership 
will definitely see an increase 
within our tribal membership.”

“We appreciate the hard work 
put in by Lisa John and her staff 
from the Chickasaw Nation 
Division of Education, Beth 
Campbell and Callie Roebuck 
stayed with the students night 
and day to help ensure a success-

ful event,” said School of Busi-
ness Dean Buddy Gaster. “They 
did a fantastic job of recruiting 
and brought us some of the best 
students ever for this academy. 
The Divisions of Enterprises 
and Education were very gen-
erous in their contributions to 
this year’s academy. With their 
help more than $4,000 in cash 
awards were made and lap top 
computers were given to all 
graduating seniors that attended 
the event. With support like this, 
it’s no wonder the academy has 
become so popular with Chicka-
saw students.”

Award winners:
Most Likely to Succeed 

Plan 
Brad Gooch, Ada, OK
Most Unique Plan 
Joe Thomas, McAlester, OK
Best Overall Plan
Joel McReynolds, Ardmore, 

OK
Youth Market Champions
The Yellow Team
Joel McReynolds, Ardmore, 

OK
Callie Jones, Marietta, OK
Brad Gooch, Ada, OK
Joe Thomas, McAlester, OK
The academy is an annual 

event and Chickasaw youth 
wishing to attend next year’s 
academy should contact the 
Chickasaw Nation Division of 
Education Services at (580) 
421-7711 or visit their website 
at http://www.chickasaweduca-
tionservices.com/

Gov. Bill Anoatubby and the young Chickasaws who participated in the recent entrepreneurship academy. The 
academy is conducted annually and is hosted by the Southeastern Oklahoma State University John Massey 
School of Business. Students learn the essential elements elements of owning and operating a small business.

Chickasaw earns OSU scholarship

CODY MASSEY
A Chickasaw undergradu-

ate student at Oklahoma State 
University has recently been 
awarded an agricultural schol-
arship.

Cody Massey, a junior from 
Weatherford, Okla., received the 

Sam David Memorial Scholar-
ship. The scholarship is awarded 
annually by the OSU Animal 
Science department.

Mr. Massey is active in OSU 
Animal Science projects and 
programs. He has been ac-
tive on the meat judging team, 
the Meat Science Association 
and Agronomy Club. He has 
also achieved inclusion on the 
Dean’s List.

Dr. Robert Kropp, of the OSU 
Animal Science department, 
made the scholarship presenta-
tion to Mr. Massey during the 
department’s annual banquet.

Mr. Massey is the son of 
Chris and Brenda Friesen, of 
Weatherford. 

He is the grandson of Carol 
and Terry Minzey, and the neph-
ew of Wanda Blackwood Tippit 
Scott, all of Elmore City, Okla.

Chickasaw students learn small business skills at Southeastern academy



Apollo Astronauts, continued from page 7
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our time.”
Each of the men reflected on 

the experience of looking back 
at earth from the moon.

Cernan pointed out the para-
doxical nature of the experi-
ence. 

“We were in bright sunlight 

looking at the earth in all its 
beauty and color surrounded by 
the blackest blackness you can 
imagine.”

John Young, whose record six 
space flights included Apollo 16, 
compared the view of earth from 
that vantage point to “sitting on 

ronment, astronauts preparing 
for a particular task outside the 
vehicle will practice dozens, or 
even hundreds of times.

Another highlight of the tour 
was the opportunity to see the 
historic mission control center 
for Apollo moon missions.

David Brown, who worked 
in the center during several of 

the Apollo missions, spoke to 
the students. He explained that 
technology in the homes of 
students today is much more 
advanced than what was avail-
able to NASA at the time of the 
moon landings.

He assured students their 
home computers today are 300 
times more powerful than the 

CNASA Students, continued from page 7

God’s front porch looking back 
at that part of the universe he 
created.”

He added that it was “too 
beautiful to have happened by 
accident. Science and technol-
ogy could no longer explain 
it.” 

Alan Bean said “there’s no 
place in the universe as beauti-
ful as the place we get to live 
our lives.” 

Bean was Lunar module pilot 
on Apollo 12, man’s second 
lunar landing.

He is also an accomplished 

artist who has painted many 
actual scenes from moon mis-
sions.

Many of his paintings were 
projected onto the large screen 
in the theater during the event.
Contributed by Tony Choate,  
tribal media relations.

computers used by NASA dur-
ing the Apollo missions.

He also pointed out that the 
average age of personnel in mis-
sion control during the Apollo 
missions.

Students were also able to 
visit the mission control centers 
where personnel monitor the 
space shuttle and the Interna-

tional Space Station.
A 40-foot tall chamber where 

parts and payload of the shuttle 
and space station are subjected 
to the vacuum and temperature 

extremes of space was also fea-
tured on the tour.

Contributed by Tony Choate,  
tribal media relations.

HORSESHOEING
Shawn Williams
(580) 622-2876
(580) 320-3125
(580) 622-3316

Ada, Ardmore, Sulphur Area
Chickasaw Citizen



royalty rate of 18.75%.
A motion was made by Mrs. 

Alexander and seconded by Mr. 
Woerz to approve the GR24-
031    

Members voting yes: Beth 
Alexander, Linda Briggs, Katie 
Case, Tim Colbert, Holly East-
erling, Mary Jo Green, Dean 
McManus, Judy Goforth Parker, 
Wanda Blackwood Scott, David 
Woerz, Steve Woods

11 yes votes
The motion to approve 

GR24-031 carried unani-
mously.  

General Resolution Number 
24-032, Oil and Gas Lease 
in Pittsburg County (Tribal 
Tract Nos. 1052 ½ A & 1052 
½ B)

This resolution approves an 
Oil and Gas Mining Lease in fa-
vor of Chesapeake Exploration 
Limited Partnership, of Oklaho-
ma City, Oklahoma.  They have 
submitted an acceptable bid 
of $433.50 per acre for a total 
bonus of $24,926.25, of which 
the Chickasaw Nation shall 
receive $6,231.56, on property 
belonging to the Chickasaw, and 
Choctaw Nations  in Pittsburg 
County, Oklahoma.  The lease 
contains 115.00 acres, more 
or less, for a primary term of 
three (3) years with a $3.00 per 
acre annual rental for a total of 
$172.50 of which the Chickasaw 
Nation will receive $43.13 per 
annum, and a royalty rate of 
18.75%.

A motion was made by Mrs. 
Alexander and seconded by Mr. 
Woods to approve the GR24-
032    

Members voting yes: Beth 
Alexander, Linda Briggs, Katie 
Case, Tim Colbert, Holly East-
erling, Mary Jo Green, Dean 
McManus, Judy Goforth Parker, 
Wanda Blackwood Scott, David 
Woerz, Steve Woods

11 yes votes
The motion to approve 

GR24-032 carried unani-
mously.  

General Resolution Number 
24-033, Oil and Gas Lease in 
Pittsburg County (Tribal Tract 
- McAlester Watershed)

This resolution approves an 
Oil and Gas Mining Lease in 
favor of Antero Resources Cor-
poration, of Denver, Colorado.  
They have submitted an accept-
able bid of $1,071.00 per acre 
for a total bonus of $171,360.00, 
of which the Chickasaw Nation 

shall receive $42,840.00, on 
property belonging to the Chick-
asaw, and Choctaw Nations in 
Pittsburg County, Oklahoma.  
The lease contains 160.00 acres, 
more or less, for a primary term 
of three (3) years with a $3.00 
per acre annual rental for a total 
of $480.00 of which the Chicka-
saw Nation will receive $120.00 
per annum, and a royalty rate of 
18.75%.

A motion was made by Ms. 
Green and seconded by Mr. 
Worez to approve the GR24-
033    

Members voting yes: Beth 
Alexander, Linda Briggs, Katie 
Case, Tim Colbert, Holly East-
erling, Mary Jo Green, Dean 
McManus, Judy Goforth Parker, 
Wanda Blackwood Scott,

David Woerz, Steve Woods
11 yes votes
The motion to approve 

GR24-033 carried unani-
mously. 

 General Resolution Number 
24-034, Oil and Gas Lease in   
Pushmataha County (Tribal 
Tract No. 154)

This resolution approves an 
Oil and Gas Mining Lease 
in favor of T.S. Dudley Land 
Company, Inc., of Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma.  They have 
submitted an acceptable bid 
of $105.00 per acre for a total 
bonus of $525.00, of which the 
Chickasaw Nation shall receive 
$131.25, on property belonging 
to the Chickasaw and Choctaw 
Nations in Pushmataha County, 
Oklahoma.  The lease contains 
10.00 acres, more or less, for a 
primary term of three (3) years 
with a $3.00 per acre annual 
rental for a total of $15.00 of 
which the Chickasaw Nation 
will receive $3.75 per annum, 
and a royalty rate of 18.75%.

A motion was made by Ms. 
Green  and seconded by Mr. 
Worez to approve the GR24-
034    

Members voting yes: Beth 
Alexander, Linda Briggs, Katie 
Case, Tim Colbert, Holly East-
erling, Mary Jo Green, Dean 
McManus, Judy Goforth Parker, 
Wanda Blackwood Scott, David 
Woerz, Steve Woods

11 yes votes
The motion to approve 

GR24-034 carried unani-
mously.  

General Resolution Num-
ber 24-036, Authorization for 
Acquisition of Property in 

Marshall County
This resolution approves the 

Chickasaw Nation’s request to 
acquire real property,  contain-
ing 7,477.6 square feet or 0.17 
acres more or less.  The property 
location is in the 900 block of 
South 1st Street, Madill Okla-
homa.  It will be used for casino 
Parking for the Madill Gaming 
Center.

A motion was made by Dr. 
Goforth Parker and seconded by 
Mrs.  Alexander to approve the 
GR24-036    

Members voting yes: Beth 
Alexander, Linda Briggs, Katie 
Case, Tim Colbert, Holly East-
erling, Mary Jo Green, Dean 
McManus, Judy Goforth Parker, 
Wanda Blackwood Scott, David 
Woerz, Steve Woods

11 yes votes
The motion to approve 

GR24-036 carried unani-
mously.  

General Resolution Num-
ber 24-041, Utility Right-Of-
Way Easement in Marshall 
County

This resolution approves a 
utility right-of-way to OG&E.

A motion was made by Mrs. 
Alexander and seconded by Mr. 
Woerz to approve the GR24-
041    

Members voting yes: Beth 
Alexander, Linda Briggs, Katie 
Case, Tim Colbert, Holly East-
erling, Mary Jo Green, Dean 
McManus, Judy Goforth Parker, 
Wanda Blackwood Scott, David 
Woerz, Steve Woods

11 yes votes
The motion to approve 

GR24-041 carried unani-
mously.   

Dr. Goforth Parker concluded 
her report. 

(E) EDUCATION COM-
MITTEE REPORT by  Com-
mittee Chair Wanda Blackwood 
Scott

No report.
(F) H E A LT H  C A R E 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
by Committee Chair Mary Jo 
Green

Ms. Green reported the plans 
for the new hospital are under-
way.  The ground breaking is 
scheduled for September.  She 
concluded her report.

(G) HISTORICAL AND 
CULTURAL COMMITTEE 
REPORT by Committee Chair 
Linda Briggs

Ms. Briggs announced the 
opening for the White House 

was scheduled for May 29 at 
2:00 p.m.  She concluded her 
report.

(H) COURT DEVELOP-
MENT AD HOC COMMIT-
TEE REPORT by Committee 
Chair Tim Colbert

General Resolution Num-
ber 24-039, Maintenance of 
Jurisdiction for Sex Offender 
Registry in within Chickasaw 
Nation Tribal Territory

The U.S. Congress passed the 
Adam Walsh Child Protection 
and Safety Act of 2006 (P.L. 
109- 248) which will establish 
state jurisdiction over sex of-
fender registries in Indian lands 
absent affirmative action from 
tribes to accept responsibility for 
this function.  The law stipulates 
that action must be taken by a 
tribe by July 27, 2007.  Further, 
tribes that accept responsibility 
for this function may rescind 
their action at any time subse-
quent to the initial deadline, and 
accept jurisdiction of the state 
for the same.  Tribes that accept 
responsibility for this function 
will have two years from the 
initial deadline to develop and 
implement a sex offender reg-
istry system in compliance with 
the law.

A motion was made by Mr. 
Tim Colbert and seconded by 
Mrs. Alexander to approve the 
GR24-039    

Members voting yes: Beth 
Alexander, Linda Briggs, Katie 
Case, Tim Colbert, Holly East-
erling, Mary Jo Green, Dean 
McManus, Judy Goforth Parker, 
Wanda Blackwood Scott, David 
Woerz, Steve Woods

11 yes votes
The motion to approve 

GR24-039 carried unani-
mously.  

Permanent Resolution Num-
ber 24-006, Amendments to 
Title 5, Chapter 11 of the 
Chickasaw Nation Code (Ex-
tradition Act)

This resolution amends rules 
and procedures for the extradi-
tion of suspects to and from the 
Chickasaw Nation and other 
jurisdictions.  It makes the 
Chickasaw Nation rules and 
procedures uniform with the law 
of other jurisdictions.

A motion was made by Mr. 
Tim Colbert and seconded by 
Mr. Woods to approve the PR24-
006 

Members voting yes: Beth 
Alexander, Linda Briggs, Katie 
Case, Tim Colbert, Holly East-
erling, Mary Jo Green, Dean 
McManus, Judy Goforth Parker, 
Wanda Blackwood Scott, David 
Woerz, Steve Woods

11 yes votes
The motion to approve PR24-

006 carried unanimously.  
Mr. Tim Colbert concluded 

his report.
AGENDA ITEM #7  

NEW BUSINESS (Comments 
from Citizens)

Mr. Humes stated that he had 
met with his attorney on several 
issues regrading the Chickasaw 
Nation.  He also announced that 
he was attending many of the 
Chickasaw council meetings.

AGENDA ITEM #8  
ADJOURNMENT

The Legislative Session ad-
journed at 9:44 a.m.

Respectfully submitted, Linda 
Briggs, Secretary

Chickasaw Tribal Legisla-
ture

Prepared by: Doretta Sellers, 
Recording Secretary

Chickasaw Tribal Legisla-
ture
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DENIED SOCIAL SECURITY??
Call John Colbert & Associates

1 (877) 579-6800
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Directory established for tribal entrepreneurs
A directory of businesses 

owned by Chickasaws is being 
created to help promote eco-
nomic opportunity for tribal 
entrepreneurs.

There is no cost to be listed 
in the directory, which will in-
clude the name of the business, 
contact and location informa-

tion, as well as information on 
the goods or services provided 
by the business.

In addition to a  printed direc-
tory, a web site will be created 
to enable electronic access to all 
information.

Chickasaws with a CDIB who 

would like to be listed in the 
directory should provide the 
information requested on the 
form below via email to vicky.
gold@chickasaw.net or com-
plete the form below and return 
to The Chickasaw Times, P.O. 
Box 1548, Ada, OK 74821. 

CHICKASAW NATION BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Date of submission:   Regional Chickasaw Council:

Company Name:   

Parent Company name (if applicable):

Mailing Address:

City, State, Zip:

Street Address:

Phone Number:     Fax Number:

Email address:

Owner’s Name:     Owner’s Title:

Other contact person:

Brief description of product/services (be specific):

Ownership Information: 

List all shareholders, officers directors or outside firms that hold an interest in the company. List 

the percentage of the business they own and list if they possess a CDIB and Tribal affiliation.:

Name/Title   Percent Ownership CDIB  Tribal Affiliation

is held in trust by the federal 
government and therefore can-
not be mortgaged.  H.R. 1676 
reauthorizes the loan program 
through Fiscal Year 2012.

“The President and both hous-
es of Congress recognize the 
importance of this program,” 
Boren said.  “Seeing this legisla-
tion passed and signed into law 
is critical to continue providing 
home ownership opportunities 
throughout Indian Country.”

President Bush issued a June 
1 proclamation that June 2007 
is National Home Ownership 
Month.

“Owning a home provides a 
source of security and stability 
for many of our citizens,” the 
president said. “My Administra-
tion is committed to fostering 
an ownership society and help-

ing more Americans realize the 
great promise of our country.” 

Tribal officials present at the 
bill signing included Gov. Bill 
Anoatubby of the Chickasaw 
Nation, Chief Chad Smith of 
the Cherokee Nation, Assistant 
Chief Gary Batton of the Choc-
taw Nation of Oklahoma, Chief 
A.D. Ellis of the Muscogee 
(Creek) Nation of Oklahoma, 
and Chief Enoch Kelly Haney 
of the Seminole Nation of Okla-
homa.

“It is significant that the presi-
dent invited tribal leaders to the 
White House for this signing 
during National Homeownership 
Month,” said Gov. Anoatubby.

Contributed by Tony Choate,  
tribal media relations.

“I thought it was great,” said 
Beulah Shavney, who graduated 
from Chilocco in 1940.

“Chilocco prepared me for life 
in the military,” said Shavney, 
who added that many of the 
young people today could ben-
efit from the discipline taught at 
the school.

John “J.C.” Atkins remem-
bered the strict discipline during 
his one year at Jones Academy.

“We marched into the dining 
hall and a bell rang,” he said. 
“They said the prayer and an-
other bell rang to let you know 
it was time to eat.” 

He added that beginning to 
eat before the second bell could 

result in being harshly disci-
plined.

While he left Jones Academy 
after only one year, Atkins later 
learned welding during his time 
at Haskell and made the trade 
his career.

Davidson, who attended Cart-
er Seminary from 1953-57 and 
Sequoyah from 1957-61, said 
she was sad that many of the old 
school buildings were no longer 
standing.

“If we didn’t have (the board-
ing schools) a lot of the Indian 
kids wouldn’t be going to col-
lege and they would not have 
progressed as much as they 
have,” she said. “Although I 

just went to the twelfth grade 
at least I had enough education 
that I went on from there and I 

was a success.”
Those attending the event also 

had the opportunity to view a 

video presentation of the history 
and significance of the boarding 
school era.

Attendees received several 
commemorative items, includ-
ing an embroidered throw, a 
mug, a refrigerator magnet and 
a DVD including the video pre-
sentation and photo montage.

“We thank you for the gifts,” 
said Ruthie Ellis. “The throw 
is great.”

Group photos of students and 
family members were taken dur-
ing the event.

Those wishing to obtain cop-
ies of photos taken during the 
event or the DVD should con-
tact Lori Hamilton or Chenae 
Casady at (580) 421-7711.

Family members view photos on display at the 
Chickasaw boarding school reunion.

Boarding School, continued from page 1

Native American Housing, 
continued from page 1

Contributed by Tony Choate,  
tribal media relations.

From left, Rachinda Kennedy, Kaya Seeley, Cordelia 
Seeley and Dorothy Lacher.



32 July 2007Obituaries
Betty Jean 
Andrews

Marlema Vale Dugan, 91, 
died June 9, 2007. Services 
were June 14, 2007 at Village 
Baptist Church. Burial followed 
in Oaklawn Cemetery, Sulphur, 
Okla.

She was born in Sulphur, 
Okla., and attended public 
schools in Sulphur. She gradu-
ated from Haskell Indian School, 
Lawrence, Kan., where she later 
became the registrar and also at 
Intermountain Indian School in 
Brigham City, Utah. She worked 
for the BIA and IRS for 30 years 
until her retirement. 

She was preceded in death by 
her husband; and two sisters.

She is survived by brothers, 

Betty Jean Andrews, age 82, 
and her husband of 63 years, 
Howard Andrews, age 82, 
died Feb., 14, 2007 in Duncan, 
Okla.  

Mrs. Andrews was the daugh-
ter of Eugene Ross (Snake) 
Thompson (an original enrollee) 
and Maude Green. She was 
the granddaughter of Thomas 
Benjamin Thompson, Sr., the 
last elected Treasurer of the 
Chickasaw Nation and the niece 
of TeAta (Thompson) Fisher. 

She was preceded in death by 
her son, David Andrews; her 
parents; her brother, Eugene 
Ross Thompson  II; a nephew, 
Eugene Ross Thompson III; all 
her Chickasaw aunts and uncles 
and her cousins, Llewellyn 
Flood, Durword Thomas, Hi-
awatha Estes, Thomas Gale and 
Senator Helen Cole.  

She is survived by a nephew, 
Guy Alan Thompson, his wife 
Diana, and their son, Zachary, 
of Washington Court, Ohio; 
three cousins, Dorothy Powell 
of Bend, Ore., Taloah Thomp-
son Thorpe and her husband, 
William G. Thorpe, of Castle 
Rock, Colo., and Eugene Glenn 
Thompson and his wife Vivian 
of Austin.

She loved life and family, was 
a proud Chickasaw elder and 
will be missed by all who knew 
and loved her and her husband. 

Marlema Vale 
Dugan

Mary Malissa Williamson 
Davis, “Toby,” 69, of Allendale, 
S.C., died April 15, 2007 after a 
long battle with cancer.

She was born Oct. 18, 1938 
at Wynnewood, Okla., to Harris 
Blair and Mary Parnell William-
son. She was the granddaughter 

Mary Malissa 
Williamson

of Lucy Harris White Short, 
an original enrollee and great-
granddaughter of Cyrus Harris.

Mrs. Davis was an accountant 
at Emory University Hospital, 
Atlanta, for many years. She en-
joyed reading, traveling and tell-
ing her grandchildren stories of 
her family, Indian heritage and 
childhood. Upon retiring from 
Emory University Hospital she 
moved to Myrtle Beach, S.C.

She was preceded in death by 
her parents; and brothers, Harris 
Blair Williamson, Jr., (Bud) and 
Jim Pierce Williamson.

She is survived by a daughter, 
Rebecca Harris Davis Chas-
tain, Allendale; a son, Ronald 
Parnell Davis, Barnwell, S.C.; 
four grandchildren, Blair McK-
enzie Chastain Earl, Allendale, 
and Ronald Parnell Davis, Jr., 
Robert Tyler Davis, and Callie 
Elizabeth Davis, all of Barnwell; 
three great-grandchildren, Mary 
Melanie Earl, and Jacob McK-
enzie Earl, of Allendale and 
Hailey Morgan Davis, Cornish, 
N.H.

James Vale, Florissant, Mo., 
John Vale, Albuquerque; sisters, 
Verlayne O’Meara, Oklahoma 
City, Lynn Engles and Lois 
Moeller, Phoenix. 

Thanks to Wellington Inde-
pendent Living and Belvue 
for the special care they gave 
prior to her death. Thank you to  
Glenda for her help. Mrs. Dugan 
didn’t have children of her own, 

but she was expecially loved by 
all her 19 nieces and nephews as 
well as those she came in contact 
with. Her niece, Connie Walk, 
Oklahoma City, was a special 
comfort to her.

ADA, Oklahoma – The 
Oklahoma Farm Service Agen-
cy (FSA) today announced that 
USDA is accepting nomination 
forms for eligible candidates 
to serve on local FSA County 
Committees throughout the 
Chickasaw Nation. The nomi-
nation period is June 15 – Au-
gust 1, 2007.

Almost anyone participating 
or associated with agricultural 
land and who is of legal vot-
ing age can be nominated as 
a candidate. Tribal members 
are considered landowners if 
their tribe has an agricultural 
interest in the Local Admin-
istrative Area (LAA) and they 
live within the LAA.

All nomination forms must 
be received in a County FSA 

Office or postmarked by August 
1, 2007.  Voting takes place be-
tween November 2, 2007 and 
December 3, 2007. 

This year elections are oc-
curring in the following Local 
Administrative Areas. 

Atoka County – LAA 1 – the 
south west  1/3 of Atoka Coun-
ty

Bryan County – LAA 1 – the 
northern 1/3 of Bryan County  

Carter County-LAA2 –the 
east ½ part of Carter County

Coal County – LAA 5 – the 
west ½ of Coal County 

Garvin County – LAA3 – the 
NW 1/3 part of Garvin County

Grady County – LAA3- the 
south 1/3 of Grady County

Jefferson County- LAA2-the 
east ½ of Jefferson County

Johnston County-LAA2- the 
North east 1/3 of Johnston 
County

Love County-LAA4- the 
East ½ of Love County 

McClain County-LAA 1- 
south east 1/3 part of McClain 
County

Murray County-LAA 14- the 
East ½ of Murray County

Pontotoc County-LAA 2- 
the southern part of Pontotoc 
County 

Stephens County –LAA3- 
the south 1/3 of Stephens 
County.  

For more information about 
the election or to obtain an 
election map you can contact 
one of your local FSA of-
fices.

Farm Service committee nominations sought

A Chickasaw author, who 
lived in Russia during a portion 
of the 1990s, has taken those 
experiences and turned them 
into a book.

“Randy Black’s Favorite Tales 
From Siberia,” is a collection 
of short stories, anecdotes and 
memories from this life-chang-
ing experience. Randy Black is 
a Chickasaw who now lives in 

Dallas. From January 1993 to 
May 1995, he was a resident of 
Siberia, the huge eastern district 
of Russia.

Mr. Black kept notes of his 
time in Siberia on his Toshiba 
laptop computer. The book was 
first published in January 2007. 
It is available online at barne-
sandnoble.com, amazon.com 
and borders.com.

A link to the author’s website, 
corpcomguy.com, provides a 
photo of the book cover plus a 
sample from the first chapter.

“Tales” is an exciting collec-
tion of poignant stories about the 
children, parents, grandparents, 
teachers, politicians, climate, 
and even the dogs, of Russia.

“I did not have internet access 
for the first couple of months 
in Omsk (population 1.3 mil-
lion),” Mr. Black said. “So as 
I sat at my desk in my cold 
and tiny dormitory room night 
after night, I wrote e-letters to 
myself. Eventually, I decided to 
use those letters as the basis for 
my novel.”

“Tales” allows readers to 
discover the “real” Russia far 
from the tourist centers. The 
book offers an often warm and 

inspiring look into the hearts 
of the Siberian people and how 
they deal with the thawing out 
process following 75 years of 
communist rule.

Mr. Black is an honorary fel-
low at Stanford University’s 
Hoover Institution. “Tales” was 
nominated in March for the 
2008 Pulitzer Prize in General 
Non-Fiction.

“My real goal was to write a 
novel that readers would find 
intresting, inspiring and enlight-
ening,” Mr. Black said.

RANDY BLACK

Chickasaw author reflects on time in Siberia


