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Street Sense aims to serve as a vehicle for elevating voices and public debate on
issues relating to poverty while also creating economic opportunities for people
who are experiencing homelessness in our community.
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the National Mall that he collected from District dumpsters.
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Each vendor functions as an independant contractor for Street
Sense. That means he or she reinvests in the organization with
every purchase.
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Vendors purchase the paper for
50 cents/issue, which will then
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75%
75% supports the vendors
helping them overcome
homelessness and poverty.
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costs at Street Sense.
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The remainder of your
$2 donation directly
supports the vendor.

@streetsensedc
/streetsensedc
OUR STORY
Street Sense began in August 2003 after
Laura Thompson Osuri and Ted Henson
approached the National Coalition for
the Homeless on separate occasions
with the idea to start a street paper in
Washington, D.C.
Through the work of dedicated
volunteers, Street Sense published its
first issue in November 2003. In 2005,
Street Sense achieved 501 ( c ) 3 status
as a nonprofit organization, formed a
board of directors and hired a full-time
executive director.
Today, Street Sense is published every
two weeks through the efforts of four
salaried employees, more than 100
active vendors, and dozens of volunteers.
Nearly 30,000 copies are in circulation
each month.

1. Street Sense will be distributed for
a voluntary donation of $2.00, I
agree not to ask for more than two
dollars or solicit donations for
Street Sense by any other means.
2. I will only purchase the paper from
Street Sense staff and volunteers and
will not sell papers to other vendors.
3. I agree to treat all others, including
customers, staff, volunteers, and
other vendors, respectfully at all
times. I will refrain from threatening
others, pressuring customers into
making a donation, or in engaging in
behavior that condones racism,
sexism, classism, or other prejudices.
4. I agree not to distribute copies of
Street Sense on metro trains and
buses or on private property.
5. I agree to abide by the Street Sense
vendor territorial policy at all times
and will resolve any related disputes I

have with other vendors in a
professional manner.
6. I understand that I am not an
employee of Street Sense, Inc. but an
independent contractor.
7. I agree to sell no additional goods or
products when distributing Street Sense.
8. I will not distribute Street Sense under
the influence of drugs or alcohol.
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NEWS

Candidates
Face off in
First Debate
By Hazel Martin
Editorial Intern
City responses to problems with family homelessness and affordable housing
provided two of many flashpoints in the
District’s first 2014 mayoral debate.
With the District’s Nov. 4 general election less than seven weeks away, candidates Muriel E. Bowser (D), David A.
Catania (I), and Carol Schwartz (I) faced
off on Sept. 18 in a small auditorium at
American University.
At many moments, the event overflowed
with emotion and interruption. All three
candidates became so combative that at
one point, NBC4 reporter and moderator
Tom Sherwood chastised them, saying, “it
sounds like you need a class on behavior.”
A discussion about the future of the
city’s troubled family shelter at the former DC General Hospital provoked a range
of remarks. Deteriorating conditions at
the facility made headlines last winter as
hundreds of families sought shelter. The
March disappearance of 8-year-old Relisha Rudd with a shelter janitor added to
concerns about the safety of the shelter.
The janitor was found dead of an apparent suicide; the child remains missing.
DC Mayor Vincent Gray has called for the
closing of the facility, but efforts to move
homeless families into affordable hous-

ing have not been fast enough to empty
the shelter. Now, as another cold weather
season approaches, city officials are bracing for a new influx of desperate men,
women and children seeking beds there.
Schwartz, a former member of the city
council, touted her volunteer work with
the homeless since her arrival in the District more than 48 years ago. Schwartz
called for the immediate cleanup of DC
General, but noted that the facility is
“not a bad place to house families.”
When asked whether cleaning could be
completed within the year, Schwartz was
very certain, saying the project would be
one of her “first priorities” as mayor.
Front-runner Bowser, a city council
member who beat Gray in the city’s April
1 Democratic primary, emphasized her
belief that DC General is not a long-term
solution for homeless families. Instead,
she said the District needs to step up
the rapid rehousing program that aims to
move homeless families into affordable
apartments. She also explained the city
should do a better job of serving families
placed in motels when the shelter system
overflows. Homeless families need to be
provided with services in addition to a
place to stay.

“If you just stick people that have a lot
of needs in any place, they’re going to fail
there, and it won’t be a better situation,”
Bowser said.
Catania, an at-large D.C. councilmember, stressed that DC General needs to be
made usable for the coming winter. But he
also used the discussion on family homelessness as an opportunity to criticize
Bowser for not supporting measures that
would have created additional beds for
homeless families at the former Hebrew
Home at 1125 Spring Road NW.

The event overflowed with
emotion and interruption.
Catania went on to attack Bowser for
not doing enough to address the shortage
of affordable housing in the city while
she served as chair of a council committee that oversees housing issues. Catania
said Bowser and other officials left $100
million on the table that should have been
used for low-income housing.
A heckler in the audience also assailed
Bowser, repeatedly shouting “Park Southern! Park Southern!”

The crumbling Park Southern apartment
complex in the Southeast part of the city
which houses more than 700 working poor
families, has been a source of controversy
for Bowser.
Bowser has called the apartment complex “disgusting.” However, the council
member’s opponents contend she only
intervened in the city’s takeover of the
financially-troubled complex to protect
Rev. Rowena Joyce Scott, a campaign supporter who serves as the president of the
nonprofit that owns the complex.
The ongoing problems with Park Southern have dogged Bowser in recent weeks.
However,in a city heavily dominated by
Democrats, many believe her party affiliation will assist her in an easy victory in
the upcoming election.
Although they are both running as Independents, Catania and Schwartz are
former left-leaning Republicans.
According to a poll released on September 17 by NBC4, The Washington Post, and
Marist College, Bowser is the leading candidate by 17 percentage points, with 43
percent of those polled choosing her. Catania had 26 percent, while Schwartz came
in with 16 percent. Fourteen percent of
likely voters remain undecided.
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Well-Loved Women’s Center Set to Close
Hazel Martin
Editorial Intern
After thirty-five years of providing
safety, shelter, food, showers, laundry and
hope, Rachael’s Women’s Center will be
closing its doors on Sept. 30.
Rachael’s can no longer provide services due to a lack of funding, officials say.
“If we didn’t have to, we wouldn’t
[close],” said Michelle Durham, the center’s program director.
Rachael’s has primarily served homeless
and formerly homeless women, but the
organization also supports some homeless
men in a street outreach program. These
clients will be given referrals to other organizations, such as Bethany’s Women’s
Center and Charlie’s Place.
The sudden news of the closing, which
was announced Sept. 15, has come as a
shock to Rachael’s regulars, including
Sheila Cain, who has been getting help
from Rachael’s for fifteen years, longer
than any other client. Cain uses Rachael’s
street address, 1222 11th St NW, as her
mailing address. Now, she’s rushing to
switch her mailing address to another
organization in order to collect her mail,
including her social security benefits.
But Cain relies upon Rachael’s for
more more than just her mail, and she
is far from alone. Over the course of 35
years, Rachael’s has provided services
to over 3,000 women. Help ranges from
street outreach, meals, showers and case
management to supportive and congregate housing for disabled and chronically

homeless women.
Cain’s friend Michelle Kelly, who has
been at Rachael’s for a decade, memorized an acronym to convey all that Rachael’s has meant to her. By the time she
got to C, she was very emotional.

“Calm, helpful, allowing, enjoying, loving, safety…nobody understands how Rachael’s closing feels. It hits home-hard,”
Kelly said.
Newcomers to Rachael’s also said they

are distraught at the thought of losing this
safe haven.
Lequria Edmonds sought out Rachael’s
five or six months ago but says the place
has already changed her life. She came
to Rachael’s after losing her son and found
a “whole new set
of friends and family.” She says if she
didn’t come to Rachael’s, she likely
would’ve been
dead or in a mental
institution.
Though not
bound by blood,
clients and staff
say they are tied
almost like a family. During the day,
Rachael’s provides
women with a variety of activities and
classes including
yoga, book clubs
and Bible study.
Case managers at
the organization
help women identify interests and
skills that help them rebuild their lives.
After getting a chance to help out in
the kitchen at Rachael’s, Sheila Cain said
she was able to attend culinary school
and become a cook. Once plagued by

addiction, Cain has now been clean for
seven years, an accomplishment she said
is largely due to Rachael’s constant support. Rachael’s even helped her manage
her money throughout her addiction, ensuring that she stayed clean.
When clients need small items, staff often go to the corner drugstore to purchase
them with money from their own pockets,
the women said.
The deep care the staff provides is
returned by clients. As they sat in Rachael’s library on a recent day, Cain,
Kelly and Edmonds expressed worry about
staffmembers losing their jobs. What if
they have to file for unemployment? What
if they can’t find a new job? The selfless
inquiries came from a group of women
whose own futures are also deeply uncertain. They face the loss of the table
where they have enjoyed Thanksgiving
dinners and the plans they had to host
a baby shower for their friend, who will
soon be having a child she plans on naming Dallas. Now, they doubt they will ever
meet Dallas.
“If you see us, if you hear us: help us.
This is not right. Period,” Cain pleaded.
Kelly nodded and explained, “It’s not
like losing a family member, but it’s a
different kind of pain, a different kind
of loss.”
Agreeing, Cain added: “It’s like burying
a whole place-”
“A home,” Edmonds interjected.

below 30 percent of the area median income. The $15 million project will incorporate energy efficient features, as well
as additional amenities such as laundry
facilities and green outdoor space.
Social and professional development
programs for residents will be offered
in the building’s repurposed basement,
according to Dantes Partners. N Street
Village, a District program for homeless women, will be working with Phyllis
Wheatley YWCA to provide new residential
services not currently available to tenants.
The project, which is estimated to
take around 12 months, is scheduled to
be completed by January 2016.
The Phyllis Wheatley YWCA has hired a
property manager to help the women currently living in the building find new places to live while the work is underway, an
official there said. Still, in spite of assurances from the staff, some of the women
have struggled with the idea of moving,

even temporarily, according to Smith. She
remembered the day 14 years ago when
she left behind a bunk in a homeless shelter to move into the building. She got help
with the transition from a Phyllis Wheatley staffer and a case manager from a local mental health agency. The place has
been home to her ever since
When she and the other tenants were
informed they would need to give up their
rooms for the renovation project, there
was anger and denial, she said.
“Then came acceptance. We had to
move and that was all there was to it,”
recalled Smith who relies upon a disability check to help pay her rent.
When the building reopens, the DC Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) will offer vouchers for
all 84 units through the local rent supplement program, as well as provide funding for case management and behavioral
health services.

YWCA Tenants Must Make Way for Renovation
Sarika Reddy
Editorial Intern
One of D.C.’s havens of affordable housing for women, the Phyllis Wheatley YWCA,
located at 901 Rhode Island Ave, NW, is
scheduled for a major renovation this fall.
While officials say the work is much-needed, one longtime resident says the logistics
of temporary relocation are proving worrisome to her and her neigbors.
The four-story building, opened in 1920,
has served for decades as an important
source of long term, stable housing for local women, including the elderly and disabled. But in recent years, deteriorating
conditions at the building have become a
concern. Beginning around December of
this year or January of 2015, the building
will finally begin getting improvements
that will make it a healthier place to live,
officials say.
Street Sense vendor Patty Smith, who
has lived at the building for more than a
decade acknowledges the place has had
its problems over the years. She recalled

a 2007 protest staged by herself and other tenants. Making speeches and carrying
signs, women complained of mold and
bedbugs. Yet the idea of leaving Phyllis
Wheatley, even temporarily, has left her
and some of the other women troubled.
Smith called her room at the YWCA “the
first place that was my own.”
The building currently offers 117 dorm
style rooms with shared cooking and bathroom facilities. The remodeled facility will
include just 84 units, designed to promote
self-sufficiency, according to the project’s
developer Dantes Partners LLC. Fifty-four
of the new units will feature private baths
and kitchenettes, and the remaining 30
units will be single room occupancy units.
Two dozen of the units will serve clients
of the city’s Department of Behavioral
Health. To remain in line with the building’s goal of providing affordable housing
to qualifying single women, residence will
be restricted to those with incomes at or
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Dumpster Dining:

One Man’s Campaign to End
Food Waste
By Christy Ulmet
Editorial Intern
Rob Greenfield unloaded the trunk
of a rental car at the corner of 7th and
Madison, NW and trudged to the National
Mall, lugging trash bags and boxes. Then
he emptied all the contents onto the grass
of America’s Front Yard.
He surveyed what lay around him: entire loaves of bread, bags of chips, apples
and oranges and onions and more.
All this food could still be consumed.
Yet Greenfield explained he had found
every bit of it in the dumpsters of area
supermarkets and restaurants.
“It really looks like a lot of food,
doesn’t it? There is so much bread,”
Greenfield said, surveying the somewhat
unusual picnic.
On Sept. 16, Greenfield hosted what
he called a “Food Waste Fiasco.” The San
Diego native has been dumpster-diving his
way across the United States since early
last summer via bicycle to raise awareness
about food waste.
At the National Mall, the food activist
quickly drew attention from curious passersby. He met each of them with a smile
and a friendly hug, explaining to them that
what they were looking at was all perfectly
good food he had found in dumpsters.
A young woman named Alejandra Diaz
came skating by and stopped to see what
was going on. When Greenfield told her
she could take some of the food, tears
almost welled up in her eyes.
Diaz was visiting from Colombia. She
didn’t have any money, so she hadn’t

eaten anything in a day and a half. Diaz
was overjoyed that she would be able to
have something to eat. She was astounded
to find out all the food in front of her had
come from dumpsters.
“Can you imagine, if [food retailers]
waste this quantity of food in every single place, it will be too much food. And
there are so many people dying of hunger,” she said.
Diaz ended up taking a few items including a loaf of bread and some apples
with her after the event.
Interactions like this have surprised
Greenfield, who embarked on his trek
not expecting people either to be so intensely interested nor willing to eat the
food he found.
“My original intention was never for
people to even eat it. The cool thing is
that people are taking the food and eating
it, so the fiascos are actually feeding, say,
100 people and moving a couple thousand
dollars worth of food from dumpsters,
while creating a bigger idea, and showing
people the nationwide problem,” Greenfield said.
His journey began after he did some
research and discovered that Americans
throw away an estimated $165 billion of
food a year. The idea of such waste moved
him to take action.
Greenfield’s first experience dumpster
diving came from a weeklong experiment
late last year in which he tried to live off
dumpster food for a week. He’s become a

Rob Greenfield speaks with Alejandra Diaz, who hasn’t eaten in over a day, about the
perfectly good food he has found in DC dumpsters.
PHOTO BY CHRISTY ULMET

Rob Greenfield displays discarded food on the National Mall.
PHOTO BY CHRISTY ULMET

pro through all his experience in plowing
through dumpsters, he said.
On this leg of his ride across the country,
Greenfield spent four hours diving through
dumpsters in suburban Washington, gathering food. He brought his findings to the
National Mall and arranged them to make
his latest visual display and drive home his
point about waste. Washington is among
the eight major cities he is visiting.
Preserving food is just one of many
things Greenfield has done to spread
awareness about conservation. He is
certainly no stranger to the concept of
“freeganism,” a lifestyle aimed at minimal use of the earth’s
resources.
“I wouldn’t call
myself a freegan;
I’m just human. But
by definition, yes, I
would be considered
a freegan,” he said.
In his months traveling, Greenfield said
he’d seen some pretty crazy stuff in dumpsters, and he added a new item to his list
after his Washington dumpster search.
Greenfield found a sealed gift box of
chocolates with no expiration date in sight,
so he opened it and started snacking.
There is an element of street theater in
what Greenfield does. In the past year, he
has involved himself in numerous campaigns
to encourage change, from traveling in a
suit made of dollar bills to make a statement about getting money out of politics,
to showering only in natural water sources
to conserve the earth’s most vital resource.
The campaign against food waste is
just the latest. In spite of the daily dis-

posal of tons of useful groceries, Greenfield’s research and firsthand experience
have taught him that many stores remain
hesitant to donate their overstocked and
near-expiration-date food to nonprofits
and food banks.
He pointed to a study conducted by
the University of Arkansas School of Law,
which revealed that businesses are reluctant about giving away excess food due to
concerns about potential risks of foodborne
illnesses, allergen exposure and other negative consequences.
Many of those businesses don’t know,
however, that they
are protected under the Bill Emerson Good Samaritan
Food Act, originally
signed into law in
1996 by President
Bill Clinton. The act
protects donors from
any kind of liability when they donate
food to local nonprofits.
Greenfield intentionally does his dumpster diving during the day so that when
store managers come out and question
what he’s doing, he can explain to them
that they’re safe donating the food.
Everybody can take part in conserving
good food, Greenfield said. His suggestion?
Lead by example.
“Simply shop at businesses that don’t
waste food in the first place. Your local
farmers markets and co-ops are a lot less
wasteful. Only buy what you need, and
compost what you’re not able to finish.”
To find out more about what Greenfield is doing, visit his website at www.
robgreenfield.tv.

“The cool thing is that
people are taking the
food and eating it”
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Panel Explores Unique Health
Problems of Homelessness
By Josué De Paz
Editorial Intern

Homeless people face complex health
challenges. In some cases, they struggle
daily with the illnesses and disabilities
that contributed to their homelessness
in the first place. In other cases, life on
the streets leads to new health problems
and traumas. Everything from getting adequate food to managing chronic conditions
can be difficult. Fortunately there are local and national organizations working to
address these problems through research,
health care policy and direct services.
As part of its ongoing “Lessons of Hope”
series, Street Sense hosted a Health and
Homelessness forum on Monday, September
22nd, at the Pepco Edison Place Gallery in
Northwest DC. During the event, five panelists shared their insights on the problems
and solutions related to healthcare for the
homeless, with an audience of approximately one hundred community partners,
business leaders, vendors, students, local
advocates, and young professionals.
Kate Sheppard, senior reporter and
editor at the Huffington Post, moderated
the discussion with a series of questions,
leading off with a focus on the daily
health challenges faced by many homeless people.
Panelist and Street Sense vendor John
“Mick” Matthews, homeless for a half a
dozen years began the conversation, offering a first-hand perspective. He said he
had suffered three heart attacks while living on the street in recent months.
“Those were some of the scariest times

of my entire life,” Matthews said, describing the wear and tear that street life has
taken on his body and the days when it
has taken him an hour to walk one city
block. Even obtaining basic food and hygiene can be a difficult journey, Matthews
related sadly.
“I had to walk across town for many services, the next meal, a shower,” he said.
Others on the panel offered their own
thoughts on common health challenges
homeless people face. Catherine Crosland, who serves as medical director for
homeless outreach services at Unity Health
Care, explained that homelessness leaves
people vulnerable to everything from physical assaults to communicable illnesses.
The indigent often lack access to bathing
facilities. They may go without safe places
to keep their medicines and the medical
help they need to manage pre-existing conditions. Serious diseases are a particular
burden, Crosland stated. In the District,
while three percent of the population has
HIV, five to 10 percent of homeless individuals carry the virus that causes AIDS.
Homeless people are also more likely to
be the victims of sexual abuse, she said.
Other panelists turned their attention
to potential ways to address these problems. Dan Rabbitt, who works as a health
policy organizer for the National Health
Care for the Homeless Council, offered
two solutions. First, he said he believes
that activists should focus on using the
Affordable Care Act to expand access to

health care services. So far, 27 states have
used the nation’s health care reform law
to expand Medicaid, providing medical
benefits to poor and uninsured people
who lacked them. Rabbitt acknowledged
that in other states, Medicaid expansion
remains a contentious issue. Beneficial
as it may be for the poor, many politicians
see it as a liability to embrace any part of
the Obamacare legislation, he noted.

“Those were some of the
scariest times of my entire life.”

-John “Mick” Matthews

Even in states where Medicaid has been
expanded, signing up is not always possible, according to Emily Buzzell, senior case
manager at Miriam’s Kitchen. For those
who lack documentation, identity cards, or
a social security number, obtaining healthcare benefits can be very difficult.
“The structural system presents lots of
challenges to those that are homeless,”
stated Buzzell.
A shortage of providers who participate
in Medicaid further complicates access to
care, she said.
Several panelists focused on the lack
affordable housing as one of the biggest
contributors to homelessness and poor
health across the nation.
As the District’s real estate boom con-

Clinic Re-Opens with a Blessing
By Manuela Mejia
Editorial Intern
For the poor and uninsured, finding affordable dental care can be difficult. Language barriers can further complicate the
search. In recognition of the importance
of getting oral health services to people
who might otherwise go without, Catholic Charities has been operating a dental
clinic in the District since 1975.
But years of service had left the Catholic
Charities DC Dental Clinic in need of modernization. After closing for two months to
complete the necessary work, the clinic
reopened on the morning of Sept. 9. Before the first patients of the day were
seen, Donald Cardinal Wuerl, Archbishop
of Washington, offered a prayer.
“Today, we ask God’s blessing on the
DC Dental Clinic, on the patients who are
treated here, and on the good women and

men who serve them with tender charity,” said Wuerl. “This outstanding effort
is part of that culture of solidarity which
sees those who come to receive care-not
as strangers, but as brothers and sisters.”
The dental clinic, part of the Spanish
Catholic Center, is located at 1618 Monroe St. NW. Its goal is to provide dental
care to Latin American residents, based
upon their ability to pay.
Located in historic Mt. Pleasant at
the “core of the Spanish-speaking community,” as organizers say, the Catholic
Charities DC Dental Clinic treated more
than 2,100 patients last year, many of
whom were low income and lacking dental benefits.
According to Catholic Charities, the
$200,000 renovation project provided new

cabinets and floors, as well as an additional dental chair, enabling the clinic to see
an estimated 20 percent more patients in
the future.
The dedication ceremony was led by
Rev. Mario E. Dorsonville, Vice President
of Mission and Immigrant Outreach at
Catholic Charities, and was attended by
longtime supporters, including many volunteer dentists who have worked for years
at the clinic.
At the ceremony, Wuerl praised the
clinic’s staff for making a real difference
in people’s lives.
“Thanks to their dedication, this clinic
will continue to bring hope and create
smiles, making for a better, brighter, happier world,” he said.
PHOTO BY MANUELA MEJIA >>

tinues, Rabbitt and Crosland stressed that
low-wage workers are finding it increasingly difficult to find housing they can afford. A single breadwinner would need to
work 2.5 full-time minimum wage jobs to
afford a modest apartment at the current
rates, Crosland said.
While these issues are daunting, there
are innovative solutions being offered.
“Housing is the best form of healthcare
for individuals experiencing homelessness,” stated Buzzell.
She explained that Housing First programs, which are being put in place in
many cities including Washington, are
getting chronically homeless people off
the streets and into stable homes. Such
programs make it possible for people to
address the problems and health issues
that contributed to their homelessness in
the first place. Housing and health care
both need to be made more readily available, the panelists agreed. To make these
changes happen will require activism,
Rabbitt stressed.
“One of the biggest things you can do is
vote, pay attention and support public officials who care about this issue,” he said.
Supporting movements such as the Way
Home Campaign and continually raising
the importance of healthcare for the
homeless with public officials are essential, added Matthews.
“They will have no choice but to answer,” he noted before a sea of applause
filled the room.”
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122 C Street, NW, Ste 240
Washington, DC 20001
dc.backonmyfeet.org
(202) 258-0832

4713 Wisconsin Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20016
FriendshipPlace.org
(202) 503-2964

MISSION STATEMENT: Back on My Feet (BoMF) is a national for-purpose 501(c)3 organization that uses running to help those experiencing homelessness change the
way they see themselves so they can make real change in their lives that results in
employment and independent living.
1217 Good Hope Road SE
Washington, D.C. 20020
calvaryservices.org
(202) 678-2341
MISSION STATEMENT: Calvary Women’s Services offers housing, health, employment and education programs that empower homeless women in D.C. to change
their lives. Calvary’s programs carry out our mission to achieve excellence in what
we offer: a safe, caring place for tonight; support, hope and change for tomorrow.

1111 16th Street NW, Suite 300
Washington, DC 20036
citydance.net
(202) 347-3909
MISSION STATEMENT: Presenting Today’s Best Dance. Training Tomorrow’s Professionals. Teaching In Our Communities.

4833 Rugby Avenue, Suite 301
Bethesda, MD 20814
collegiatedirections.org
(240) 330-4560
MISSION STATEMENT: Collegiate Directions, Inc. is committed to closing the education and achievement gap for low income, first-generation-to-college students. Our
seven-year program provides comprehensive college counseling, test preparation,
and ongoing support, starting in tenth grade and continuing through successful college graduation. 98% of our Scholars graduate from a selective college within 6 years.

1224 M Street, NW, Suite 200
Washington, DC 20005
DCSCORES.org
(202) 393-6999 x313
MISSION STATEMENT: DC SCORES builds teams through after-school programs for
1,500 low-income DC youth at 47 schools by instilling self-expression, physical fitness, and a sense of community.

3700 South Four Mile Run Dr
Arlington VA 22206
educationaltheatrecompany.org
(703) 271-0222
MISSION STATEMENT: The mission of Educational Theatre Company is to unlock the
potential of children and adults through immersion in theatre arts.

320 S. Henry Street,
Alexandria VA 22314
Ewing.org
(571) 312-4781
MISSION STATEMENT: Empowered Women International is to creates jobs and entrepreneurial opportunities for immigrant, refugee, low-income, and at-risk women in
the Greater Washington DC Metro Area. EWI enables women to pursue their passion
and creativity through entrepreneurship and micro-enterprise development.

MISSION STATEMENT: Our mission is to empower individuals and families experiencing
or at risk of homelessness to rebuild their lives with the involvement of the community.
ANNUAL BUDGET & KEY CAMPAIGNS $4,983,000 | Outreach ― Street outreach
to homeless men and women where they are| Welcome Center Drop-In ― A place
to shower, eat, rest or get access to services | Free Health Care ― Medical and
psychiatric consultations | Transitional Housing ― Congregation-sponsored shelters
and apartments| Direct Housing ― Rapid rehousing program | Home Now --- Rapid
rehousing for DC individuals | Permanent supportive housing ― Housing chronically
homeless men, women and families | AimHire ― Job placement program for people
experiencing homeless | Before Thirty --- Supportive services for youth, ages 17 –
29 | Veterans First ― Helps homeless veterans and their families get housing and
prevents homelessness | Families First --- Helping homeless veteran families in
Prince George’s County
UPCOMING FUNDRAISERS/EVENTS
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1213 K. Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005
everybodywinsdc.org
(202) 216-9467
MISSION STATEMENT: The mission of Everybody Wins! DC (EW!DC) is to pair students
with Reading Mentors to instill a love of reading and learning and foster a sense of
self-esteem. Expose children to literature, give them a positive role model, inspire
them to read and you will make a difference in their lives.
1041 Wisconsin Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20007
gmcgt.org
(202) 338-8301
MISSION STATEMENT: Georgetown Ministry Center guides service-resistant, chronically homeless individuals towards stability and housing through aggressive street
outreach, provision of a safe and welcoming environment where everyone is treated
with respect, and advocacy for the homeless. We seek lasting solutions to homelessness one person at a time.
3684 Centerview Drive, Suite 110B,
Chantilly, Virginia 20151
homeaidnova.org
(571) 283-6300
MISSION STATEMENT: HomeAid builds new lives for homeless families and individuals
through housing and community outreach. HomeAid’s goal is to be a major resource
for Northern Virginia service providers through the building and renovation of housing for the homeless and the provision of free clothing to women and children from
local shelters through our Women Giving Back (WGB) program.
1333 H Street NE
Washington, DC 20002
www.joyofmotion.org
(202) 362-3042
MISSION STATEMENT: Joy of Motion Dance Center (JOMDC) aims to provide the
highest quality dance education and performance experiences that reinforce the
principle that the art of Dance is for Everyone. JOMDC teaches and encourages
people of all ages to integrate dance into their lives for better individual and community health and well-being.
2401 Virginia Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20037
miriamskitchen.org
(202) 452-8926 x 222
MISSION STATEMENT: Miriam’s Kitchen works to end chronic homelessness in Washington, DC. We advocate for permanent supportive housing as a long-term solution,
while meeting short-term needs by providing healthy meals and high-quality social
services to the chronically homeless.
1333 N Street, NW
Washington DC 20005
nstreetvillage.org
(202) 939-2096
MISSION STATEMENT: N Street Village is a community of empowerment and recovery
for homeless and low-income women in Washington, D.C. With comprehensive services addressing both emergency and long-term needs, N Street Village helps women
achieve stability and make meaningful gains in their housing, income, employment,
mental health, physical health, and addiction recovery. The Village also provides
affordable rental housing for low- and moderate-income individuals and families.
4825 Cordell Avenue #200
Bethesda, MD 20814
rockcreekconservancy.org
(202) 237-8866
MISSION STATEMENT: Rock Creek Conservancy’s mission is to protect and revitalize Rock
Creek Park to foster both positive environmental progress, as well as providing a scenic
space for the community to enjoy. Our strategy is to build partnerships with government agencies, nonprofit organizations, businesses, institutions, community groups, and
residents to work together to preserve Rock Creek for present and future generations.

623 Florida Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20001
theliteracylab.org
(202) 624-3056
MISSION STATEMENT: The Literacy Lab is a leading D.C.-based nonprofit organization
providing low-income children individualized reading instruction in order to improve
their literacy, leading to greater success in school and increased opportunities in life.
Our mission is to close the literacy gap and ensure that all local children will become
proficient readers by third grade. In Washington, D.C. 18,023 children are currently
on track for reading failure. In the 2014-15 school year, The Literacy Lab will serve
more than 1,500 students from age 3 to grade 5. Our tutors work one-on-one with
children using targeted literacy interventions to fill in gaps in foundational reading
skills through three programs: school-day intervention with the Metro DC Reading
Corps, after-school tutoring, and a family literacy program for homeless families.
1525 Newton Street, NW
Washington, DC 20010
thrivedc.org
(202) 503-1523
MISSION STATEMENT: Thrive DC’s mission is to prevent and end homelessness by
providing vulnerable individuals with a comprehensive range of services to help
stabilize their lives. We envision a city in which vulnerable individuals receive the
necessary support and resources to lead fulfilling, stable lives free of homelessness.
whitman-walker.org
(202) 745-7000
MISSION STATEMENT: Our mission is to be the highest quality, culturally competent
community health center serving greater Washington’s diverse urban community,
including individuals who face barriers to accessing care, and with a special expertise in LGBT and HIV care.
ysop.org
(202) 347-2525
MISSION STATEMENT: YSOP is committed to helping young people become part of
the solution to societal problems by showing them how even their smallest actions
can make a difference in the lives of others. By combining meaningful volunteer
work with a orientation and reflection, YSOP participants provide vital services to
people in need and at the same time are able to reflect on their experiences and
broaden their perspectives.
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A Reflected Moment

OPINION
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By Cynthia Mewborn, Vendor

The lack of
awareness only
leaves room for
regrets. “If I had
only...if I had only
pondered, considered, reflected,
before I acted.” A
permanent place of
yesterday’s guilt spiraling out of control.
Who hasn’t made at least one mistake? But when we allow our mistakes to
become our way of life the real trouble
starts. We no longer control our lives or
our emotions. If we are not careful, we
end up losing our lives or our souls. Awareness needs to be our focus.
When we enable a false sense of self
to rule our lives, our awareness is left
to run amuck. If we were to remember
every mistake we’ve made in our lives,
we would, on many occasions, say, to
ourselves or a loved one, “if I had only
considered the outcome versus the action, I wouldn’t be in this situation that
I am today.”
Let’s talk for a moment about the importance of the word “only.” “Only” gives
one an opportunity to ponder, reflect,
consider and pray for a sound mind before
we make a choice. “If I had only,...if I
had only pondered, reflected, considered,
prayed first I ….I wouldn’t be in the place
I am today.”
Yesterday’s seconds, minutes, hours,
and days are gone forever. It is what we do
today that will make a world of difference
for our future. Pointing the finger, or using someone or something to cope with the
pain only temporarily takes the accountability away from us for the harm we have
done to others or the planet. Remember,
at the beginning of the day and at the end
of the day, all we have is ourselves.
So how do we start to become more
aware of this very moment? If we are to
move beyond yesterday’s guilt and regrets
we must first learn how to let go of our
mistakes. This requires saying “good bye”
to yesterday and “hello” to today, moving
forward in the present moment, staying
aware so we can consciously make sound
decisions that positively affect the future.
Every day, remind yourself to be consciously aware of situations and circumstances, so that unconscious choices don’t
lead you to a path where only destruction
resides. Today, say to yourself
“I will
do everything within my human power to
be aware of the decisions I am making.”
Why wait for the future to start taking control of your life? Why not start
today so that regret will never be a part
of your tomorrow?
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Why I’m Behind the President
By Jeffery McNeil, Vendor

Liberals are beside themselves.
They’ve never had
an anti-war president. They have
tried with candidates such as
Henry Wallace, Eugene McCarthy and
George McGovern. President Barack Obama
seemed like a liberal dream come true. He
was going to end wars, bring peace and
fight evil with understanding, compassion
and enlightenment, not with bombs and
drones. However, as if something out of
a Shakespeare play, the man who didn’t
want war has succumbed to the Beltway
noise and become the fourth president to
be drawn into the conflict in Iraq.
Although it may be too little, too late
to repair the damage of his presidency,
I think he is recognizing that liberalism
is a flawed ideology. You can’t fight bad
people with ACLU lawyers reading them
their Miranda rights or wait to hear from
every country from Bolivia to Estonia before deciding whether it is humane to go
after people who slaughter Christians, behead hostages and thumb American blood
in our eyes.
Nobody wants war but there are times
when you have to make a stand. War
should never be the first resort, but if
forced to fight we should make a statement. We should send a message and put
all nations on notice that we are America,
the world’s last superpower. We shouldn’t
have to apologize for taking action. If you
bomb, behead and slaughter our citizens
for being American it is our moral duty to
bring to bring those who want to create
chaos and instability to justice.
Even as the US launches an effort to defeat the Islamic State in Iraq and Greater
Syria (ISIS) we must remember we are not
at war with Islam. Muslims around the
world must understand that distinction
too. They must see that ISIS is co-opting
their faith and speak out against those
radicals. There will only be peace in the
Middle East when the people of Islam de-

nounce those who kill in the name of
Islam.
Our country cannot continue with
dithering and debating while a humanitarian crisis unfolds The president had
no choice but to intervene in a situation that has sent thousands of refugees fleeing for their lives. We didn’t
ask for a role but from a human standpoint we can’t turn our backs while
innocent people are slaughtered. I’m
not a warmonger but we need to put
boots on the ground solely because we
have the brains, brawn and technology

If forced to fight we
should make a statement. We should send
a message and put all
nations on notice that
we are America, the
world’s last superpowto clean up the mess ISIS has created.
At the same time, we need to show
the world we are different than the
savages we are bombing. We need to
fight hate with love, offering food, water and blankets to victims of the conflict. If we can show the people of Iraq
and Syria tenderness, mercy and understanding, we will help inspire them to
build a fighting force that is not afraid
of evil but will challenge and resist it
wherever it lies.
I have been critical of President
Obama but he is winning me over
again. Although I disagree with him on
domestic policy. I believe he is setting
the right tone on foreign policy. I say to
all these right-wingers who wrap themselves in the flag. Now is the time to be
patriotic and salute this president.

Fear or Not to Fear
By Robert Warren, Vendor

Here comes that day again.
Thirteen years we’ve been told to fear.
A way of life for many of man
The blessed child
The old woman who smiles
As she lifts up her linen skirt
To wash her feet
Before they pray.
For so many lives
That hurt just because they believe
In the land of the free
No law shall Congress impose
Your religion is known
A country brought to its toes
For a war that for some will never end
Here we are once again.
Sen. Feinstein even got in the chorus
That sang a fearful song
For who will join along
As we reinstate The new Patriot Act.
“I Spy” is like that.
And prepare for the attack
That’s how crazy old women act
And the blessed child kill or be killed
To be taught to fear is wild.
Evil’s child only if they knew to fear
The Lord is what they should have taught
you.
9.11 is my niece’s birthday.
What a beautiful day it was
My wish for her is that she can be as
bright and clear
To love and fear the Lord that beautiful day.
My tears I wept that day
For what the evil man did that day
For I will not let them make me fear
My niece’s day
For the love of people we were one that day
Lord, let me remember to fear you every
day.
I know. Amen.

Planned Parenthood: A Woman’s Salvation
By Ashley McKinley, Vendor

Planned Parenthood is a nonprofit
organization providing reproductive
health services,
cancer screening
and counseling,
contraception or
birth control and abortion services to
women and children. The organization was founded by Margaret Sanger

in Brooklyn, New York. She opened the
United States’ first birth control clinic
and founded the American Birth Control
League in 1921. Over the course of the
century, Planned Parenthood has grown
to offer services to more than three million people in more than 820 locations
across the United States.
Since the institution was founded, many
controversies have raged regarding the
delicate topic of abortions. Throughout

all the debates, Planned Parenthood has
remained a huge advocate for reproductive rights.
The advocacy includes support for abortion rights as well as wider rights for women. As I stated in past articles, we have
the right to choose what we want to do
with our bodies and Planned Parenthood
gives us the opportunity to do it.
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The Street Sense Writers’ Group is led by two writing professionals and
meets every Wednesday at 10:30 a.m. The group’s goal is to develop
ideas and collaborate on the next great issue of Street Sense.

Every Day Is Customer Appreciation Day
By Chon Gotti, Vendor

You Make My Day!

The Chase

I have been selling Street Sense for over
two years. I have encountered all kinds of
people. Some people just buy the paper
and go. Other people stop and converse.
When you talk to people it makes you feel
like you are still human, not an outcast.
I have a couple of customers who always tip me and I feel they are really concerned about my well-being: am I sick,
hungry, can they help? I am grateful for
them. That makes my day!

It feels like an eternity since
It first begun.
How among many alone stood one?
Tell me is it destiny for you
And I to be as one?
Together forever and ever
Entangled like a spider’s web well spun.
Time and time again I ask what is it
About you but I am unanswered for
I have not a clue.
Time elapses and I think I have my
Feelings subdued but then I
See you and they are again renewed.
Sometimes I feel like I’m in a race
Running neck and neck, but then I’m in
first place
So far yet so close to the very end and
by all bets
I’m sure to win
I cross the line and I think I’ve won
But then I realize the chase
Has just begun.

By Jacqueline Turner, Vendor

My customer—I’ll call him D—pops up almost always at the right time to offer me a
cigarette after I have had a fantastic night.
Keep in mind I don’t smoke. But at those
particular times I always end up accepting
a Camel from him anyway.
The last time D came by, I had a conversation with him for about an hour, and he
gave me half of the pack. We talked about
girls, and it lifted my spirits.
My customers are very intelligent and
nice to me. I appreciate every little and
big thing they do and say. This is what has

brought me back to enjoying life.
Street Sense has been a life-changer. I
can even afford hotel rooms when I want
to. I thank you all! But, don’t let me leave
out my little buddy, Charles, who first told
me about Street Sense. I thank you too,
little buddy. God loves you dearly for your
works, my dear friend.
I am constantly reminded there are still
some good and amazing people out there.
So, world, watch out, ‘cause here I come!
And I thank all of you for your open arms
and warm hearts.

My Birthday

THANK YOU TO THE SPONSORS WHO MADE OUR COMMUNITY
FORUM ON HEALTHCARE AND HOMELESSNESS POSSIBLE!

By Gerald Anderson, Vendor

By Levester Green II, Vendor

Return to Sender
By Veda Simpson, Vendor
Hey, what you say?
September 7 was my birthday.
What did I do?
I went shopping to get me new clothes,
new tennis shoes
Me, my editor, and Miss Irvine went out
to eat, too
Where did we go?
We went to Harry’s
Why?
Because Harry’s got big juicy burgers and
French fries.
I really thank them and it really made me
smile.

My Way

By Sasha Williams, Vendor

I want to see my destiny
There is no limit to infinity
Why not enjoy life for all eternity
To know how I treat me is my way
And realize that everyone can’t affect me
I see my vision and enjoy the mission to
complete the pieces
How I express without stress the haunting
terrors of my mind
Cause of negative thoughts that are not
really reality
I want to erase those times of my past so
I have to create my future
It’s about what I want it to be, not to accept what people won’t change
Remain but I can change to want the best
I want nothing less...

Speak Up!

Missing You

Speak up Mr., Mrs., Mr., Madam, Sir,
Somebody!
Somebody better say something.
Better tell who’s going to lead us.
Don’t hang our votes in limbo.
Open your mouth and talk your vision
So we can make an intelligent decision.
Tell us how you feel
On housing, poverty, education,
public services
And just about everything!
Picture perfect
PR propaganda
Personality hoopla
Won’t close the deal.
Our votes need real information.
Can you just be just and fair?
Will you be sure and fair?
Can you build consensus,
If given the number one spot,
seat or chair.
Will you keep our faith and trust?
Can you walk through the city council?
Can you push our agenda through the district and senate committees?
Can you lead us?
Can you grow a better city,
Without economic discrimination?
Well, speak up!

I miss you more and more each day…
I love you more than words can say…
To be with you I would love the most…
Without you I am one lonely ghost…
I didn’t mean to hurt you so…
But I’m holding on tight and I’ll never let
go…
I didn’t mean for this poem to rime…
It’s just that I think of you all the time…
Not being able to touch or see your face…
Reminds me of how much I hate this
place…
But pretty soon we’ll be back together…
And I’ll hold you close forever and ever…
I can only survive by thinking of you…
So just remember how much I really do
love you…
If you could care for me and keep our love
so new…
Then all of our dreams just might come
true.
PS. You are the sun
And I am the rain
I know I’ve destroyed your heart
But you’re working on my brain.

By Angie Whitehurst, Vendor

By Lawrence Rogers, Vendor

Thoughts on a New Life
By Roberta Bear, Vendor

For me, recovery means to learn how to
accept myself, as I am, everyday. I need
to feel good about who I am: knowing that
I am doing the best I can everyday, when
I stay clean, and become more of who I
want to be.
I have found peace of mind by let-

ting go and closing the doors of the past,
knowing that I cannot control people,
events, or outcomes. I can only decide
how I want to think and act in regards to
these things. It is important to me that
there is support, and that I am not alone.

In 2014, I will no
longer be living on
the corner of depression and doubt. Rent
is too high, the space
is too small, and
there’s no room for
my dreams to grow.
My new place is
located over on destiny and belief. If you
need me, this is where I’ll be. All mail
sent to the old address will be returned
to sender.
Sincerely,
The New Me

Plea to God

By Jacqueline Turner, Vendor

Help the poor
Help the sick
Help the people who can’t help themselves.
Please God,
Look down upon the Earth with mercy
Know that we are imperfect.
We fall short of your expectations
We need your help in every part of our lives
And every moment of our lives.
Please know that we love you
And are grateful for life.
We realize that we survive under your
grace.
Lord, hear our prayer.
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Love

By Larry Garner, Vendor
This world and its catastrophes,
This world and its obscurities,
This world and its trials,
The insufferable miles,
The darkest fears,
The pain and tears.
In every moment of insecurity,
Your love remains my surety,
My strength to wake up in the morning,
My strength to pray though the day,
My strength to continue through the years,
My strength to conquer my fears.
This love is helpless,
The love is desperate.
Together in this life,
Together in the next,
Together forever,
True love will pass the test.

VENDOR WRITING
Street
Sense Film Cooperative Heading to the Big Apple!
By Bryan Bello, Volunteer
Everyone has a story to tell. Just as
housing can be seen as a human right, so
can we see the expression of self through
narrative - it is essential in the promotion
of one’s own mental health, self efficacy,
autonomy, civic engagement and overall
ability to derive pleasure from existence.
As with so many of the utilities and provisions required for lifting one’s self out
of homelessness or into true financial independence, the tools of storytelling too
are often restricted. In a world where just
having a bag of a certain size can ban one
from entering a library, what hope is there
for the men and women who carry all they
own in such burdensome bags to get their
hands on a camera?
A new filmmaking workshop at Street
Sense has answered the call. Filmmaking
cooperative is actually a more appropriate
term for the project. Unlike many forms
of art, the participation of a crew is generally necessary for the production of a
cinematic product. In the filmmaking coop, each participant crews in a different
capacity on all of the other participants’

Thank You Customers!

Reflecting Absence

Thanks to you
I was able to travel
to Charlotte, North
Carolina, on the
Megabus for the Labor Day holiday.
I left Charlotte in 1985 and
this trip gave me a chance to spend time
with some relatives I had not seen in
about thirty years. We cooked and talked
about the things going on in our lives.
I was able to take a trip around Charlotte and see a lot of new highrise buildings that had been built since I left. I
observed the Panthers Stadium as well as
the Bobcats Arena. I also got to pass by
the house I grew up in, and the schools
I attended. Furthermore, I saw a few of
my childhood friends and my son. Unfortunately, I did not see my grandbabies because they were with their grandmother.
I am thankful to Street Sense and its
customers for their support on my visit to
Charlotte. I thank God for allowing me to
see my beloved relatives. A great number
of my friends and relatives have gone to
be with the Lord. God has seen the best
in me when everyone else looked at the
worst in me.
I remember when people told my mother (Rest In Peace, Liz) that I would not
make it to the age of twenty-one, and yet
here I am being fifty-three years old.
Thank you, God.

In August, I was in New York City. Immediately upon arrival, I walked to the
Reflecting Absence Memorial. It has twin
reflection pools nearly an acre in size and
a large man-made waterfall. The pools
sit where the Twin Towers once stood. To
me, it is a baby memorial. The trees are
young. The names of the almost 3,000 victims of the September 11, 2001 attacks,
including six victims that were killed in
the February 1993 bombing, are inscribed
on seventy-six bronze plates attached to
the parapet walls that form the edges of
the memorial pool. The names are arranged uniquely around the pool.
The new World Trade Center is a complex of buildings under construction in
Lower Manhattan. The original World
Trade Center featured landmark twin
towers, which opened on April 4, 1973
and were destroyed in the 2001 attacks.

By Scott Lovell, Vendor
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films, enabling everyone to see his or her
vision realized down the line.
What began as a theory back in January
is an emerging success story in September. Not only have a class of seven Street
Sense vendors (Angie Whitehurst, Morgan
Jones, Robert Warren, Cynthia Mewborn,
Levester Greene, Sasha Williams and Chon
Gotti) come within weeks of wrapping
their first production (a 30-minute documentary that involves a trip to New York)
they are well into the filming of their second film and have begun the drafting process for their third and fourth films.
It’s hard to say which is the greater victory: seeing the cinematic visions of these
talented men and women finally being realized after years of being confined to the
insides of their heads, or knowing that
members of the public who have never
experienced homelessness will have the
chance to view a set of works that could
not have been created by filmmakers who
have never been homeless.
What is critical to the Street Sense filmmaking co-op is that participants can tell

any story they want. It might be the
story of their homelessness, but it could
also be a fantasy, a science fiction, a romantic comedy, a self-promotion piece,
a work of performance art or a documentary exploration of some nonfictional topic. The participants are free to tell
whatever story moves them. Herein lies
the real meaning of the workshop: a
person is not defined solely by his or her
external reality.
We all have a choice about how we
define ourselves, what we want to present to the world and what we desire
to keep secret. That the the truth that
guides the filmmaking workshop.
We have launched a Kickstarter campaign and hope to raise $7,500 to help
ensure our filmmakers can eat while
they work on their art and are able to
pay for costumes or permits when their
scripts call for such things. You can
find the campaign by searching “Street
Sense” on kickstarter.com.

By Henriesse Roberts, Vendor

teaching materials about the 9/11 attacks
The site is being rebuilt with six new
-- and how to plan a visit to the Reflectskyscrapers.
ing Absence Memorial in beautiful New
On that fateful morning, Al-Qaeda-affilYork City, with her slick yellow cabs -- at
iated hijackers flew two Boeing 767 jets
911memorial.org.
into the complex, one into each tower.
The 9/11 Memorial commemorates the
victims of this event.
The attacks occurred as follows:
8:46 a.m. crash into North Tower
of the World Trade Center
By John “Mick” Matthews, Vendor
9:03 a.m. crash into South Tower
of the World Trade Center
Coffee, oh coffee
9:37 a.m. crash into the PentaBeverage so renowned
gon in Washington, DC
Even a UN Secretary General
10:03 a.m. crash into a field in
Was named for you.
Shanksville, PA
246 victims were on the planes.
Fuel of the modern world
2,606 victims died in New York. keeping us alert and awake
125 victims died at the Pentagon. to get done what we must accomplish
In just over an hour, 2,977 lives
sending our minds into warp speed
were lost. These attacks were performed by nineteen men.
Although you might give us jitters
I did not take pictures that first
or make us a little jumpy
evening in the city, since the park
the only really bad thing about you
was closing. I came back the next is the frequent trips to the bathroom
day in so much pain that I almost
did not take pictures.
But you helped us launch the Industrial Revolution
As I arrived, I thought, “forget
and kick-started science to boot
this”. I headed to Burger King, had
stimulating and tantalizing both thought and idea
an ice cream cone, took some asI wonder how many lives you’ve both taken and
pirin, taped my eye, unloaded my
saved
cameras, and went on my 9/11
shoot. As I was leaving, my pointSo raise your ceramic mugs
and-shoot camera just tumbled you oversized plastic-handled monstrosities
out of its bag. In my pain, I had
and your overpriced paper cups embossed with
not secured it properly. My camthe image of a mermaid
era shattered.
and give a toast to the beans with the most
You can find information and
Juan Valdez should be proud.

Ode 2 Coffee

Property of Nancy Hanks Lincoln Public Library
COMICS & GAMES

From a Bleeder to a
Bloop - To a Blast!
By Chris Shaw
“The Cowboy Poet”
Bryce in atrice,
Homers not satisfied to walk
No talk!
Random goes long
Promises delivered!
In the adversaries’ Bowl,
Laroche has plenty
Heast and Soul!
You can see Adam Had’ em!
Roorkee, Stars, Gio, sin?
Name your hero
Blessings to him!
Come pennant time
The rest of the legione
May as well stand in lineBehind those NATS!

will return soon!

By Leonard C. Hyater
Vendor
The first thing
you need to do is
to stay positive and
focused. If you are
staying in a shelter,
try to do something
like job training to
learn another skill,
or try to do something better yourself. Anybody can
be homeless; the question is what are you
going to do about it?
Here’s what to do if you are homeless
and staying in a shelter: open a bank account, budget your money, and save for
about six to twelve months so you can
have at least two or maybe three months’
rent. Please keep in mind to not eat fast
food, only healthy food and save coupons. Trust me, you will get more for your
money and catch sales when you go to the
supermarket. For instance, I am a diabetic and I cannot eat fast food. When I

went to Harris Teeter I bought two large
pieces of roasted chicken for four dollars
and ninety-nine cents. Safeway would sell
the same food for five dollars and ninetynine cents. Additionally,
when I need clothes I go
to a thrift store on New
Hampshire Avenue in
Silver Spring Md, Hillsdale. There’s a shopping

center where I get some of my garments.
When you become homeless you have to
be resourceful in a positive way.
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The Fear of a New, Overwhelming Experience

COMMUNITY SERVICES

By Judson Williams
Vendor
Canyons burning, the flame
reaching up through the spine,
rapid combustion, forming a
new pathway. Another opening
and another...then the screaming, neighbor banging on the
door. Once more the white
coats with their needles and
pills. If only I had known that
my fear was not knowing of Kundalini purification. I
was in fear of my own purification, misinterpreted.
I had had temporarily abandoned the paths of selfactualization and mastery only to arrive under the
tyranny of professional experts in medicine and law.
Their faith is in pills and group discussions. The brain
and intellect are the way. I’m in their crowded eyes. I
needed observation and training into consensus. Per-

haps I was a danger to myself and others. They will
contact family members who are more than happy to
fatten me up with comfort food and recontact consensus reality. I never was of their kind, kin in name
only. Next time don’t praise. Remember Chief Broon.
Forget the Juicy Fruit.

Housing/Shelter

Clothing

Outreach

Transportation

Education

Legal Assistance

Food

Showers

Medical/Healthcare

Laundry

Employment Assistance
DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH ACCESS HOTLINE
1-888-7WE HELP (1-888-793-4357)

SHELTER HOTLINE:
1–800–535–7252

Academy of Hope: 269-6623
601 Edgewood St, NE		
aohdc.org

610-9600
2001 Mississippi Avenue, SE
covenanthousedc.org

Miriam’s Kitchen: 452-8926
2401 Virginia Ave, NW		
miriamskitchen.org

St. Luke’s Mission Center: 333-4949
3655 Calvert St. NW
stlukesmissioncenter.org

Bread for the City:
265-2400 (NW) | 561-8587 (SE)
1525 7th St, NW | 1640 Good Hope Rd, SE
breadforthecity.org

D.C. Coalition for the Homeless:
347-8870
1234 Massachusetts Ave, NW
dccfh.org

My Sister’s Place:
529-5991 (24-hour hotline)
mysistersplacedc.org

Thrive DC: 737-9311
1525 Newton St, NW		
thrivedc.org

Calvary Women’s Services: 678-2341
1217 Good Hope Road, SE		
calvaryservices.org

Father McKenna Center: 842-1112
19 Eye St, NW		
fathermckennacenter.org

N Street Village: 939-2060		
1333 N Street, NW
nstreetvillage.org

Unity Health Care: 745-4300
3020 14th St, NW		
unityhealthcare.org

Catholic Charities: 772-4300
catholiccharitiesdc.org/gethelp

Food and Friends: 269-2277
219 Riggs Rd, NE		
foodandfriends.org
(home delivery for those suffering from
HIV, cancer, etc)

New York Ave Shelter: 832-2359
1355-57 New York Ave, NE
		

The Welcome Table: 347-2635
1317 G St, NW		
epiphanydc.org/thewelcometable

Charlie’s Place: 232-3066
1830 Connecticut Ave, NW
charliesplacedc.org

Christ House: 328-1100
1717 Columbia Rd, NW		
christhouse.org

Church of the Pilgrims: 387-6612
2201 P St, NW		
churchofthepilgrims.org/outreach
food (1 - 1:30 on Sundays only)

Friendship Place: 364-1419
4713 Wisconsin Ave, NW		
friendshipplace.org

Community Family Life Services:
347-0511
305 E St, NW		
cflsdc.org

Community of Hope: 232-7356
communityofhopedc.org

Covenant House Washington:

Foundry Methodist Church: 332-4010
1500 16th St, NW
foundryumc.org/ministry-opportunities
ID (FRIDAY 9-12 ONLY)

Georgetown Ministry Center:
338-8301
1041 Wisconsin Ave, NW		
georgetownministrycenter.org

Gospel Rescue Ministries: 842-1731
810 5th St, NW
grm.org

Jobs Have Priority: 544-9128
425 Snd St, NW
jobshavepriority.org

John Young Center: 639-8569
119 D Street, NW
Martha’s Table: 328-6608
2114 14th St, NW		
marthastable.org

Open Door Shelter: 639-8093
425 2nd St, NW
newhopeministriesdc.org/id3.html

Whitman-Walker Health
1701 14th St, NW | 745-7000
2301 MLK Jr. Ave, SE | 797-3567
whitman-walker.org

Rachel’s Women’s Center:
682-1005
1222 11th St, NW		
rachaels.org

Samaritan Inns: 667-8831
2523 14th St, NW		
samaritaninns.org

Samaritan Ministries:
1516 Hamilton Street NW | 722-2280
1345 U Street SE | 889-7702
samaritanministry.org

Sasha Bruce Youthwork: 675-9340
741 8th St, SE		
sashabruce.org

Subscribe to Street Sense
1 Year: $40
2 Years: $80
3 Years: $120
I want half of my purchase to
benefit a vendor directly
Vendor Name
Vendor Badge #
Name

So Others Might Eat (SOME)
797-8806
71 O St, NW		
some.org

Address
Phone
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VENDOR PROFILE: ANGIE WHITEHURST

ANGIE
and now sells papers with the same quiet
determination that has helped her in other
areas of her life.
When asked what Whitehurst most
wants people to know about her, she
responds that she doesn’t “really want
anyone to know anything” about her.
Laughing, she explains that although
she tends to be a private, shy person,
she recognizes the importance of sharing her story to help others. Her life
motto? “Do no harm” are the words
Whitehurst tries to live by. She tries to
help and encourage her friends, offer
them a kind word, a smile or a joke because, “humor keeps people from falling into deep-seated depression.”
Whitehurst describes herself as a “selfemployed unemployable person,” a kind
of freelancer. Her main passion is writing poetry, which she first learned of at a
young age from a decorated World War II
veteran. She recalls him reciting to her the
poem “Trees” by Joyce Kilmer. Whitehurst
smiles as she recites the opening lines:
“I think that I shall never see
a poem lovely as a tree.”
The jury is still out: is there a poem as
lovely as a tree? If there is, Whitehurst
just may have written it.
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Street Sense poets James Davis, Chris Shaw, Gwynette Smith, Robert Warren and Angelyn Whitehurst
performed a poetry slam at Busboys and Poets on
Wednesday, September 10. | PHOTOS BY BRYAN BELLO

“Street Sense Poets”
Slammin’ Again!

JAMES

GWYNETTE

“I wasn’t supposed to be at Street
Sense.”
This is how Angie Whitehurst chooses
to explain why her story is not a very interesting one to share. Conversely, this is
exactly why it is.
A native Washingtonian, Whitehurst has
watched the District evolve since her birth
in 1952. Now 62, she reflects on the city’s
growth slowly, carefully choosing each
word in order to get every detail correct.
She eventually chooses to describe the
city of her childhood as a “slow, sleepy,
happy town.” As she grew older though,
she noticed the segregation. She describes
segregated stores, where blacks were only
allowed to buy clothes at certain hours,
but not allowed to return them, and
segregated schools, where blacks were
offered an education that was separate
and sometimes inferior to the schooling
offered to white students.
However, Whitehurst did not receive
subpar schooling. She was never supposed
to be at Street Sense, remember? She says
she went to good public schools- some
black, some primarily white, and eventually graduated from Connecticut College.
How did she end up where she was never
supposed to be? Family demands and serious health problems including fibromyalgia
and a stroke all challenged her stability.
Prior to becoming a Street Sense vendor,
Whitehurst bought papers from vendors on
the street. One day, she recalls fondly, she
picked up a paper at the McPherson Square
Metro station and decided to read the section regarding how to become a vendor.
Soon enough, she was attending an introductory training session for new vendors.
Whitehurst admits it took her three tries
to actually complete the training. Why?
“Murphy’s Law” is how Whitehurst chooses
to explain that she was continually pulled
away by family needs, medical appointments and other demands. Eventually,
however, she earned her vendor’s badge

ROBERT

By Hazel Martin, Editorial Intern

Permit #568

Remember, buy only from badged
vendors and do not give to those panhandling with
one paper.
Interested in a subscription? Go to page 15 for more information.

CHRIS

By Chris Shaw
“The Cowboy Poet”

A distant rumble, have welcome.
Workshop poets in the house,
Won’t somebody beat the drum?
In an old Manhattan cowboy’s head
The familiar “Mister Magic” strain
Reminds him that he ain’t deadJoyous now, and “Grateful”
To have led
His fellow ladies and gentlemen
Over to a humble, but humming
Promised land of Busboys and Sages
From the Golden Age of DC’s You Street;
And Kay Street Renaissance!
Gwynette, led to the stage by
Emcee Gee (a jolly good fellow)
Took one’s fancy to flight.
Robert Warren sounded
Warnings of love to one and all
Throughout the hall; while
Cowboy waxed outrageous
Yet not too loquacious!
James D. gave to you and me
A deep ha-ha of
Chewy arugula-ha,
Finally Angie stood firmly
Planting a valuable
Germ of compassionFor any wounded soul caught up
In a tortuous hole of homelessness
The verdict from Fifth Street
Is in, alas alack;
We’ll be back!

-Thanks to all of our fabulous supporters!

