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Street Sense aims to serve as a vehicle for elevating voices and public debate on
issues relating to poverty while also creating economic opportunities for people
who are experiencing homelessness in our community.
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The remainder of your
$2 donation directly
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OUR STORY
Street Sense began in August 2003 after
Laura Thompson Osuri and Ted Henson
approached the National Coalition for
the Homeless on separate occasions
with the idea to start a street paper in
Washington, D.C.
Through the work of dedicated
volunteers, Street Sense published its
first issue in November 2003. In 2005,
Street Sense achieved 501 ( c ) 3 status
as a nonprofit organization, formed a
board of directors and hired a full-time
executive director.
Today, Street Sense is published every
two weeks through the efforts of four
salaried employees, more than 100
active vendors, and dozens of volunteers.
Nearly 30,000 copies are in circulation
each month.
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sexism, classism, or other prejudices.
4. I agree not to distribute copies of
Street Sense on metro trains and
buses or on private property.
5. I agree to abide by the Street Sense
vendor territorial policy at all times
and will resolve any related disputes I

have with other vendors in a
professional manner.
6. I understand that I am not an
employee of Street Sense, Inc. but an
independent contractor.
7. I agree to sell no additional goods or
products when distributing Street Sense.
8. I will not distribute Street Sense under
the influence of drugs or alcohol.
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Gray Plan to Close Shelter Questioned
Manuela Mejia
Editorial Intern
At an Oct. 14 roundtable discussion held at the city’s troubled family
shelter at DC General Hospital, DC City
Council member Jim Graham (D-Ward
1), stressed his belief that the facility
should be shut down.
Yet the council member also expressed
concern about a multimillion dollar plan
released by the administration of Mayor
Vincent Gray an hour before the hearing
that calls for the replacement of the 288unit family shelter with smaller facilities
located across the city.
The plan lays out two different scenarios for replacing DC General. Under one,
the city would spend up to $24.9 million
a year to lease six buildings with between
40 and 50 units each. Under the other, the
city would pay $48 million to purchase six

similar sized buildings. Annual operating
costs would range from $3 million to more
than $4 million per building.
“The District is committed to closing the DC General Family Shelter at the
earliest possible time,” the Gray administration noted in the plan. “The Plan
recommends a one-to-one replacement
of the number of units currently provided
at the DC General Family Shelter be available in other, more appropriate facilities
before closure.”
Under both scenarios, the facilities serving as community based shelters would be located in neighborhoods
throughout the city.
“We need all eight Wards to participate,”
testified Brian Hanlon director of the city
Department of General Services during the

discussion. The plan calls for the opening of
the new facilities before Nov. 1 2015.
Graham, who chairs the council’s human services committee, expressed bewilderment that he had not been shown
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NEWS

MISSING!
As part of its ongoing search, the
National Center for Missing & Exploited
Children is asking for the public’s help
to locate Dominique Grines, 16, who
disappeared from Bowie, Md. on September 20, 2014. It is believed that
Dominique may be in Washington, D.C.

“We need all eight wards
to participate.”
-Brian Hanlon
Director, Department of General Services

the DC General Family Shelter Replacement Plan in advance. The council member questioned the usefulness of the plan,
arguing that the closure of the DC General
would not realistically take place by fall
of 2015. Mayor Gray lost the Democratic
primary in his bid for reelection and Graham predicted that funding sources are
likely to change when the current mayor’s
successor is sworn in this coming January.
Witnesses, including shelter residents
who spoke at the roundtable testified
about the difficulties of finding affordable
housing in the city as well as the stress of
living at the crowded and crumbling former hospital.

She is 5 feet 6 inches tall and weighs
220 pounds. Dominique has black hair
and black eyes. She may go by the name
Daviella, Neal or Nique.
The public is urged to call 1-800-THELOST (1-800-843-5678) with any information concerning the disappearance
or current whereabouts of Dominque.
*Calls may be made anonymously

The Human Services Public Oversight Roundtable convened to determine the fate of
DC General and the 500 families, 100 days campaign on October 14. PHOTO BY MANUELA MEJIA
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$1500 can cover the cost of printing an issue.
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$1000 can help us orient, train, and support new vendors
$ 1000
Address
$500 can help purchase needed software
$500
$250 can provide badges for 50 vendors
$250
$100
Every dollar helps us further our mission!
$________
Email
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Street Sense seeks to oﬀer economic opportunities for people experiencing
homelessness and poverty in our community. Our vendors work hard as
self-employed contractors distributing the newspaper, with all proots
directly supporting their success.
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1317 G Street NW Washington, DC 20005
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Advocates Say “Come Talk to Us”

Mayoral Candidates Debate Shelters

Freedom Plaza was bustling with excitement on Friday, Oct. 10.
Undaunted by the rain, an eager crowd
gathered for “Come Talk to Us,” a campaign forum organized by the the grassroots People for Fairness Coaltion.
The event was intended as a chance for
contenders in the Nov. 4 mayoral election
to listen to the stories of poor and homeless city residents and offer responses to
their questions and concerns.
However, at 1 p.m, the official start
time, none of the candidates or their representatives had shown up. Eventually,
DC City Council member and Democratic
nominee Muriel Bowser’s chief-of-staff
Joy Hollins arrived. She was followed by
mayoral candidate Carol Schwartz, a former member of the council who is running
as an Independent. City Council member
David Catania who is also running as an Independent never arrived, nor did he send
a representative.
Regardless, the show went on. The event
began with a variety of homeless and formerly homeless people sharing powerful
stories of their pasts. Both Hollins and
Schwartz listened attentively to what the
speakers had to say. At one point, a woman
spoke of being raped after falling asleep
while waiting to get into a shelter. Hollins
began to cry, telling the woman
“I’m sorry. ”
Both she and Schwartz directly addressed the people in the crowd, offering
assurances that their campaigns meant to
make life better for the District’s most
vulnerable residents.
Schwartz used her time to outline her
plan to address homelessness in the city.
“One of the reasons I’m running is to
help the homeless population,” she told
the audience. She went on to explain
that she knows there is money in the city,
since Washington DC has developed into a
“boomtown” over the years.
“With all this money, why aren’t we doing
anything about the homeless?” she asked.
Her question prompted a large round of
applause from the audience.
A listener asked Schwartz to speak more

With early voting in the District getting underway on Oct. 20 and the general
election drawing near, the District’s mayoral candidates struggled to define themselves on a range of issues, including city
responses to homelessness, during a lively
debate on Oct. 15.
The faceoff was streamed online while
tornado warnings for the DC area flashed
on viewers’ screens.
NBC4 government and politics reporter
Tom Sherwood, who was co-moderator
with Washington Post columnist Colbert
King, asked city council member and front
running candidate Muriel Bowser (D) about
her stance on shelters.
“Your campaign slogan is ‘All eight
wards.’ Would you put homeless shelters
in all eight wards?” Sherwood asked.
Bowser responded that every ward
should share responsibility for how the
city houses its homeless residents.
City council member and Independent
candidate David Catania agreed with
Bowser’s ideas, but quickly added that
there would be more housing for the
homeless had Bowser not stood in the way
of renovating the Hebrew Home for use as
a family shelter in her own ward in 2011.
Bowser tried to dodge the bullet by accusing Catania of being uninformed on the
issue, stating that he didn’t understand
what’s best for the city’s homeless. She
said that smaller shelter facilities, which
could operate as transitional housing,
were preferable to large structures like
Old Hebrew Home.
A third contender, former city council
member Carol Schwartz, who, like Catania, is running as an Independent, said it
would be irresponsible to close the District’s family shelter right away with winter right around the corner, calling the
action “dangerous.”
The contentious topic of sheltering
homeless families was prompted by DC
Mayor Gray’s proposal to close DC General, according to Sherwood.
Gray, who Bowser defeated in the April
Democratic primary has called for the
closing of the facility. But Gray’s plan to

By Hazel Martin, Editorial Intern

about her position on shelters.
Schwartz responded that she doesn’t
mind the idea of a shelter if its nice,
clean, and humane. She explained that in
the ideal shelter, people are only there
by choice. After hearing murmurs about
why anyone would ever choose to go to a
shelter, she explained her belief that shelters are beneficial because people in them
often support each other. She also promised background checks for employees at
shelters, which elicited a second round of
applause from the audience.
Next, it was Hollins’ turn to speak for
the Bowser campaign. Right from the getgo, she emphasized “housing first”, meaning that DC should prioritize getting the
homeless real housing rather than finding
them shelters. Hollins then spoke of redefining the word “affordable” when it
comes to affordable housing, making the
point that too much of the housing now
termed “affordable” housing is actually
too costly for the poor and working poor.
This comment was met with a large
round of applause.

Hollins acknowledged that as mayor,
Bowser would keep some shelters in operation but it would be Bowser’s goal to
rely less upon placing homeless people in
shelters. She also said Bowser would support programs to keep families intact.
The biggest applause of the event was
given to Hollins when she stated, “I don’t
like making plans about people when
the people we are talking about are not
there.” Furthermore, she ensured that
landlords will need to have some allowance for individuals with low income. Finally, Hollins asked that the community
“keeps this going.” She referred to the
event as a “great start”, but urged the
audience to keep holding events like it in
order to provoke change.

By Christy Ulmet, Editorial Intern

move families out of the shelter and into
affordable housing has not moved fast
enough to empty the shelter. The administration’s newly-released multimillion dollar proposal to replace the large shelter
with six smaller facilities raised a number
of questions at an Oct 14 hearing ( please
see brief page 3).
Deteriorating conditions at the 288-unit
shelter facility located in a former hospital building made headlines last winter.
The March disappearance of 8-year-old
Relisha Rudd with a shelter janitor added
to concerns about the safety of the shelter. The janitor was found dead of an apparent suicide. The child is still missing.
Bowser agreed that the DC General shelter is not in a condition that is suitable for
raising a family but noted that she would
not support canceling the contract with
Community Partnership for the Prevention
of Homelessness to close the shelter down
because “there is no one to step into the
breach,” or fill the gap in housing.
Homeless families overwhelmed the
city’s shelter system last winter and city
officials are now bracing for another influx, with hypothermia season beginning
Nov. 1. A total of 840 families are anticipated to need shelter during the coming cold months, up from 723 last winter,
according to the official Winter Plan, approved by the city’s Interagency Council
on Homelessness.
The current administration has failed to
take the actions needed to make sure the
city’s poorest residents have a roof over
their heads, said Catania.
“It’s time we stop breaking promises. It’s
time we start keeping them,” he noted.

THE STEPS TO CAST YOUR VOTE - IT’S SIMPLE!
ELECTION DAY IS TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2014.
Eligibility. You are eligible to vote in DC if you are a US citizen who will be at least
18 years old by Nov 4, 2014; if you have lived in DC for 30 or more consecutive days
prior to the election; if you are not in jail for a felony; if the court has not found you
incompetent to vote; and if you do not claim voting residence outside DC.
There are 3 ways to vote:
1) by mail using an absentee ballot. Requests for absentee ballots must be received
by 4:45 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 28, 2014. Deadline for return of absentee ballots is 8
p.m. on Election Day. Complete the form at www.dcboee.org. Absentee ballots may
be returned electronically, mailed (postmarked by the deadline) or hand delivered
to DC Board of Elections, One Judiciary Square, 441 - 4th St NW, Room 250 North,

Washington DC 20001.
2) at an Early Voting Center. Early voting begins Oct. 20 and ends at 7 p.m. on Nov
1, 2014. There are nine Early Voting Centers in DC. For a list of Early Voting Centers
and projected waiting times, see www.dcboee.org/ev/.
3) at your polling place on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 4, 2014. Polls open 7 a.m.
and close 8 p.m. To locate your polling place, see www.dcboee.org.
Same-Day Registration is available at all early voting locations and election day
polling places. Bring proof of residence with your name and current DC address such as
DC DMV ID, government-issued check or other document, bank statement, utility bill,
lease, statement from a student residence, statement of occupancy from a DC homeless
shelter. The documentation you provide as proof of residence must be current.
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2014 Mayoral Race
DAVID CATANIA (I):
contends the District has become
an increasingly unaffordable place to
live noting that between 2000 and
2012, the number of renters paying more than 30 percent of their
monthly gross income for housing
grew by 40 percent. He faults the
current administration for a fragmented approach to building more
affordable housing and says that if
elected mayor, he will “create a
comprehensive housing plan” for
the city. He says he will examine
DC’s regulatory system in order
to identify obstacles to creating
and preserving affordable housing
and that he will develop ways to
streamline the process.

CAROL SCHWARTZ
(I): says if elected
mayor, she will
double funding
for Local Rental
Support Program (LRSP) to provide
immediate support for struggling
renters and stabilize funding for
the Housing Production Trust Fund
at $100 million a year with an option for additional allocations. She
believes the city should consider
waiving fees for affordable housing developers while setting strict
requirements for the delivery of affordable housing and penalties for
non-delivery. Finally, Schwartz says
she will work to encourage holistic
wrap-around development projects
more available to DC’s most vulnerable communities.

BOWSER: calls for
the closing of the
city’s family shelter at the former
DC General hospital, saying the aging facility is
“structurally challenged” and that
security there is also a concern.
Bowser says she supports developing smaller shelter alternatives
though she has been accused by
her opponent David Catania of not
supporting measures that would
have created additional beds for
homeless families at the former
Hebrew Home on Spring Road NW.
Finally, she backs the city’s efforts to implement an integrated
human services case management
system as a way of addressing
poverty and keeping families out
of shelters. She says that if she is
elected, she will set a goal of ending homelessness in the District by
2025 by boosting prevention and
re-housing efforts.

CATANIA: has said
he is “not sure”
whether the DC
General family shelter should
close but has called for the immediate improvement of conditions at
the facility. Longer-range, he says
the city needs to develop “a forward-looking strategy to transition
away from the large-shelter model
and its legacy of failure.”
Pointing to the 3,795 homeless
people living in families in the city,
Catania says the current “homelessness crisis” is a consequence
of the “lack of a comprehensive
housing plan and inadequate coordination between responsible government agencies.”
He says if he is elected mayor
he will address growing rates of
homelessness with an “integrated and coordinated governmentwide strategy.”

SCHWARTZ: says
she would be reluctant to close
the troubled DC
General family
shelter pointing out that the city
lacks alternative places to house
homeless families. She says the facility should remain open, but only
after going through a complete
renovation. She also promises to
administer background checks to
employees of the shelter.
She cites the District’s 72,000name waiting list for affordable
housing as a factor that contributes
to the problem of homelessness.
“The housing burdens are leading
to the growing and unconscionably
large number of homelessness,”
she says.
Schwartz applauds the current
administration’s spending on programs to house homeless veterans,
provide tax relief and rental assistance to seniors and offer rental
support low income families but says
the measures do not go far enough.

BOWSER: pledges,
If elected mayor, to appoint
a Workforce Opportunity Advisor to evaluate and refocus more
than $100 million spent by the DC
government on workforce development programs each year to ensure
these programs are aligned with
jobs that exist now. She says she
will also invest in coordinated resident training and apprenticeship
programs, including the Summer
Youth Employment Program. She
promises to lauch a DC First Program to bring more job opportunities to poor neighborhoods.

CATANIA: says he
will increase apprenticeship and
workforce development opportunities. He will work to forge a
partnership between the DC Apprenticeship Office and the University of the District of Columbia
Community College to enable apprentices to earn college credit for
their work.. Finally, he will make
job training and readiness policy
part of an integrated and responsive government-wide effort.

SCHWARTZ: says
she will expand
vocational and
technical training opportunities
aimed at helping more city residents to find work in building and
construction trades.
She will also boost science, technology engineering and math
(STEM) programs in local high
schools, vocational schools and
at the University of the District
of Columbia in order to make city
residents more attractive to employers. She says she will offer tax
incentives to technology start-up
companies to hire at-risk youth.

employment

shelters

affordable housing

MURIEL BOWSER
(D): says that the
administration
of Mayor Vincent
Gray has not done
enough to create affordable housing.
As a member of the city council, she
has supported a bill that would provide $100 million a year for affordable housing projects, continuing a
one-time step taken by Gray.
She says the city should meet an
annual goal of producing 10,000 affordable units per year.
As frontrunner in the race, Bowser has taken heat from Gray and
Catania for her handling of troubles
at the crumbling Park Southern
apartment complex which houses
over 700 working poor families.
Bowser has called the complex
“disgusting.”

STREET SENSE
October 22 - November 4, 2014
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VOTER’S GUIDE
City Council Candidates
On November 4, 2014, DC residents will be responsible for
electing two DC Council At-Large members. There are two
DC Council At-Large spots open because incumbent David
Catania (I) is not running for reelection due to his participation in the mayoral race. There are fifteen candidates running for these two spots. A front runner for one of the seats
is incumbent Democratic Council member Anita Bonds.
Bonds has earned strong constituents among the city’s
elderly voters thanks to her support of a bill that reduces
property taxes for senior residents. She also has the advantage of running as a Democrat in the election, which many
candidates do not as the second seat must be filled by someone from a non-majority party, meaning not a Democrat.
This caused many candidates to switch their party affiliation from Democrat to Independent. Among the front
runners for this second seat are Robert White, a former
staffer for DC Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton and Elissa Silverman, a former reporter at the Washington Post and
Washington City Paper.
White has been campaigning hard for the seat for
more than a year now and has picked up valuable endorsements from City Council members Kenyan McDuffie
and Yvette Alexander.
Silverman, too, has gained high visibility, coming in
second to Bonds in April’s special election to fill a seat in
the Council. Among other candidates in the crowded field
who have attracted notice are Eugene Puryear of the
DC Statehood Green Party, who is noted for co-founding
the Jobs not Jails Coaltion — and Independent Courtney
Snowden who is best known for her contributions to the
fight for LGBTQ rights.
-Hazel Martin, Editorial Intern

DC Attorney General Candidates
Besides casting their ballot for a new mayor, District
residents will have their first chance to vote for an attorney general for the city.
For years, holders of that office were appointed by the
mayor. But in 2010, city residents voted in favor of electing the attorney general, making the officeholder directly
accountable to residents. The winner of the race will be
tasked with providing legal advice to the officials managing the city as well as overseeing the city’s legal affairs.
Five Democrats are vying for the office.
Lorie Masters, 59, has used her legal skills to support organizations including DC Vote, DC Appleseed and Legal Aid of
the District of Columbia. Masters says that if she is elected
she will fight for consumers and government transparency.
Karl Racine, 51, served as associate general counsel to
the White House under President Clinton. Racine says he
will use his experience as the first African American managing partner of a top 100 law firm to bring effectiveness to
city government.
Paul Zukerberg, 56, says his victory in the DC Court
of Appeals is the reason that city voters are now able to
elect an attorney general. If he is elected to the post, he
says he will pursue a “restorative justice agenda” to aid
nonviolent criminals.
Lateefah Williams, 37, is a legislative attorney with
more than a decade of experience. If elected, she says she
will focus on “vulnerable constituencies” and will fight for
“all Washingtonians.”
Edward Smith, 34, prides himself on working his way
“from Anacostia to Harvard Law.” Smith was part of
President Obama’s campaign. If elected he says he will
protect consumers and defend the autonomy of the city
budget and laws.
-Manuela Mejia, Editorial Intern

Property of Nancy Hanks Lincoln Public Library

DC Statehood Advocates Battle On
By Marie-Laetitia Vidor
Editorial Intern

Attorney Johnny Barnes is sitting on the
red velvet armchair under the large chandelier in the middle of one of Washington
Court Hotel’s ballrooms. The place is filling up little by little.
“I am not willing to wait,” starts
Barnes, the self-described “People’s Lawyer.” He encourages the crowd to take up
the chant.
On a sunny morning, members of diverse organizations are gathering for the
tenth annual DC Statehood Summit. It’s
the latest rally in a long fight. Attendees
are united in their desire to transform a
large part of the District into the nation’s
51st state. They point out that District
residents pay federal taxes and fight in die
in the nation’s wars yet they lack a voting
representative in Congress.
There is no end in sight for their battle, yet they refuse to give up.
Opponents of statehood for the District
argue that the Constitution provides for a
federally controlled seat of government
and that Congress has no authority to
change it.
“That would make the federal government dependent on an independent state,
New Columbia, for everything from electrical power to water, sewers, snow removal,
police and fire protection, and so much else
that today is part of an integrated jurisdiction under the ultimate authority of Congress,” notes Roger Pilon of the libertarian
Cato Institute, who testified at a recent
Congressional hearing on DC Statehood, the
first to be convened in two decades.
Republicans fear that granting statehood to the staunchly Democratic District
would give the Democrats more power in
Congress, with two more Senate seats and
a vote in the House of Representatives.
“Rather than do what is right, the
House of Representatives does what is
political, they try to tell us how to spend
our money,” Barnes contends.
Currently, the 650,000 taxpaying resi-

dents of the District of Columbia do not
have a voice for how their own money will
be spent, because the entire budget has
to be ratified by Congress.
“We leave about $2.6 billion on the
table that we can’t get, revenue forgone, because we are not a state. This
$2.6 billion is one-fifth of our budget: we
can put more money in public safety, put
more money in education, fix the schools
and hire more teachers, we can reduce
the taxes with all the money, we can put
more money for affordable housing, so the
homeless people might have some place
to go. We lose that money because we are
not a state,” explains Barnes.
According to the advocates of statehood, District residents are relegated to
second-class citizenship: they bear all the
burdens of the citizens, but do not share
the same rights, even with a larger population than either Vermont or Wyoming.
They emphasize the fact that city officials
are “forced to send every piece of legislation to Congress,” according to Mayor
Vincent Gray.
Standing on the ballroom’s platform,
Barnes addresses his audience with a
strong voice.
“All over the world, the people who live
in the capital participate in the government,“ says Barnes. “The United States
is alone in the world communities. It is a
simple case of democracy denied.”
In 1801, the Congress passed the District of Columbia Organic Act which established a new federal district under the
exclusive jurisdiction of the Congress.
Since the District was no longer part of
any state, its residents lost voting representation in the Congress. Statehood fighters claim that from that day, the people
of Washington lost their sovereignty and
their democratic rights.
“Too many people have passed away
without having the right to vote,” says
Barnes.

Hopes were rekindled for statehood
when President Barack Obama was elected and chose to display the District’s
famous protest license plates “taxation
without representation” on his presidential limousines.
They dwindled again after Repblicans retook the House halfway through
Obama’s first term. Still the debate over
DC statehood resurfaced September 15
when US Senator Tom Carper (D-Del.) held
the first Congressional hearing on the issue since 1993.
The bill he introduced, S 132, the
“New Columbia Admission Act” would reduce the federal District of Columbia to
an enclave of land including the National
Mall, the White House, the Capitol, the
Supreme Court and the Kennedy Center
while the remainder of the city would become the country’s 51st state, with full
voting rights in Congress. The proposition
has 18 co-sponsors in the Senate. Carper
has said he hopes his bill will “restart the
conversation” about the injustice suffered by District residents. Though political observers have given the legislation
no chance of passage, advocates of statehood are hailing it as a step forward.
“The residents do not believe that we
can do anything about it, they accept to
live like that. A lot of people do not understand what statehood really is, that’s
why they do not do anything and accept
the stateless” says Barnes.
While some District residents believe they have true representation in
the House of Representatives, Eleanor
Holmes Norton is actually considered a
delegate and cannot vote on legislation
when it comes to the House floor. District residents also lack representation in
the US Senate.
“People do not care about statehood
due to lack of information, people think
that things are the way they are,” notes
DC resident Joan Shipps. “Congress is al-

Attorney Johnny Barnes (left) stands next to supporters of DC Statehood at the tenth annual DC Statehood Summit.
PHOTO BY MARIE-LAETITIA VIDOR

ways interfering in our local business,”
adds the young mother, who says she
wants to raise her daughter in a state
where she will have the same rights as
any other Americans.
Shipps recalls her own frustration about
not having her own member of Congress
to fight against HR 7, the legislation that
aims to restrict abortion access for women around the country: “With no voting
representation in Congress, DC could only
send our non-voting delegate, Rep. Eleanor Holmes Norton, to advocate against
HR 7 on our city’s behalf”.
Barnes says he plans to file a lawsuit
in federal court, seeking to block the
planned move of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation out of the District as well as
the return of the other federal agencies.
Indeed, at the time of its creation, Congress made a compact with the residents
of the District of Columbia not to remove
any federal agency headquarters from
Washington, in exchange of the surrendering of certain voting and sovereignty
rights. DC statehood defendants note that
bargain is not respected anymore and
want to restore the rights to people of
Washington by the only way: statehood.
“I believe it will work, the court is supposed to follow the law, to interpret the
law, without being on anybody’s side,”
explains Barnes.
Indeed, according to the New Columbia
Admission Act, the Mayor of the District
of Columbia must propose adoption of a
State Constitution. Congress just needs to
approve the bill by a simple majority and
the President to sign the bill.
Charles Moreland, the District of Columbia shadow US representative between
1991 and 1995 illustrates this hard battle
to the audience: “Congress is the father
of the District; statehood is the emancipation of a father.”
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Will Voters Stand Up and Be Counted?
By Reggie Black
Vendor

A rally to get out the vote near First Trinity Lutheran Church, 4th and E Streets Northwest. PHOTO BY REGGIE BLACK
In these dire times, the voting is an essential part of the democratic process.
This will be the last year that even the
president can find partners who are willing to work with him. All over the country, the same scenario plays out to get
out the vote.
Locally, the District of Columbia will be
changing its leadership. The city is choosing a new mayor, and several wards will
be choosing new council members. At such
an important time, the question is raised:
why did so few people take part in the
April primary elections?
According to the primary results posted
by the District’s Board of Elections, voters
appear disengaged this year. Some precincts with as many as 7,000 registered
voters didn’t even break 1,000 votes.
Of the city’s 369,037 registered voters
at the time, 14,755 -- or 15 percent voted
early in the April. And 11,584 -- about 12
percent, voted absentee or via special
ballots. The majority of primary voters,
73,055, voted on election day. But altogether, the 99,394 voters who participated amounted to just 27 percent of people
in the District who were eligible to participate in the election.

Brianne Nadeau, who emerged victorious
over incumbent Councilman Jim Graham
in the primary, attended a meeting along
with David Schwartzman -- candidate for
D.C. “shadow senator” -- that gave both
a chance to voice their stance on various
issues surrounding homelessness.
Nadeau pondered the question: How do
we find housing for these people?
“It’s up to us to come up with a feasible financial plan,” she said. “Affordable
housing is too big an issue. All kinds of
people need affordable housing.”
Schwartzman too considered the
question.
“We know that we cannot rely on the
market to produce affordable housing,”
he noted. He emphasized the importance
of being more creative and suggested
ideas like adjusting the city’s area median
income (AMI), repairing public housing and
cracking down on zoning problems.
Audience members were able to learn
alot about the candidates by listening to
their thoughts on important issues, but
will they now get to the polls? Informed
voters can make a real difference in an
election such as the one coming on Nov. 4.
The mayoral candidates too are out

The three mayoral candidates debate at Anacostia High School on October 16.
PHOTO BY REGGIE BLACK

mustering votes as Election Day approaches. Those candidates faced off on various
issues in front of a huge crowd gathered
at Anacostia High School on Oct. 16.
The candidates were asked about their
position on the DC General family shelter.
Front-runner Muriel Bowser, a Democrat,
said she wasn’t in support of large shelters and feels “they are not for families.”
Independents Carol Schwartz and David
Catania said they want to see the shelter closed but under certain conditions.
Schwartz is looking at renovation or something better on the site. Catania is looking
for a long term plan, saying “a year is not
enough time to close a shelter to do this.”
When voters are concerned and they
are homeless, these are the issues that
directly pertain to them. The candidates
were also asked about affordable housing.
Each candidate held different views on affordable housing.
Catania said “there is no stopping progress“ and that giving residents a highquality education is a priority. “We need
to stop making the city unsafe.”
Schwartz said she feels the residents
who were forced to move to Prince
George’s County in search of better lives

should be invited back to the city through
the use of a tax incentives.
Bowser thinks the city needs to invest
more in affordable housing and focus on
closing economic gaps.
Each candidate described “affordable”
differently. Catania acknowledged that
Washington has “a homelessness crisis
that is crushing our city.” Schwartz felt
the government has been doing less and
less to create affordable housing. She
suggested bringing back public housing
for income below 30 percent of the AMI.
Bowser promised to commit $100 million
to the housing production trust fund for
the next 10 years to produce affordable
housing and is in support of renovating
public housing units.
Valerie Williams, a potential voter and
member of the Organization for United
People (OUP), said she has a problem with
business as it is currently being conducted
at city hall.
“It’s not about money, its about people’s lives.” She said people don’t wanna
vote anymore. “Its the fear. We have got
to get rid of that fear.”
Another voter, Angie Stackhouse, feels
it’s not about money either but about
ownership and control.
And another, a man named Rodney, said
people are tired of being disrespected.
“They supposed to be neighbors -- when
you vote for a person they gotta connect.
They want someone that feels safe.”
Rodney said he feels that most District
voters don’t care very much about a soccer stadium, and some young adults don’t
care at all.
“We’re not hurting for a soccer stadium,” he said. “When I say ‘youngins’,
I mean younger than me but old enough
to vote. We need someone to turn them
around.”
Voters like Williams and Stackhouse
are doing their best to stay active and informed but many other residents remain
apathetic. As of August 2014, there were
over 400,000 registered voters in the District. How many will turn out between
today and November 4th?
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By Angie Whitehurst, Vendor

State of the Union
By Jackie Turner, Vendor

The United States is going downhill.
We are second in economics, China being number one. We owe money, yet give
millions away each day. People work more
and have less to show for it. Some work
two or three jobs. Stress, poor health and
homelessness are all around us.
Many want to say it’s because of
Obama, but that debt was there when he
came into office. At least he tried to address the health problem, when millions
of people couldn’t afford to go to the doctor. Rarely in history has Congress shut
down because of refusal to agree, hurting
everyone.
“The government closed down.”
How does that sound?
People are more preoccupied with
passing a law that same sex couples can
marry, overlooking the fact that there is
a shortage of public schools. The dropout
rate has increased. Homelessness is three
percent higher in the country. But is that

a priority? DC has a surplus in the budget,
yet for thousands of homeless people living in families there is one shelter.

America is my home and I love it. But
there are people who are more concerned
about who can shake their butt than
about children who have no parents. Our
morals are changing and I don’t like it.
What do you think?

This one election where words are
too much.
Great trepidation, fatigue of the
past. We need a refuel of purpose and
liberation. Please give us a break and a
quiet productive path for awhile to success, no mess
and peace.
Make what
we have better. Solve and
resolve what
needs to be
begun or
done. Reconcile and work
together as
a city with
consensus of
one. Nothing
is perfect nor
all right or
wrong. Let’s
give it a try and make DC strong.
To our new mayor we pray for your
strength of character, courage to build,
guide, nurture and heal a city in want
of wholesome cheer and pride, as well
as self determination; in the form of
Congressional representation, and addressing endemic nation-wide issues
affecting DC residents on a local scale.
May you be a mayor of all people surrounding and in between Rock Creek,
the Potomac and Anacostia. Lead the
way! Do it with transparency, sincerity
and vision. A city of people, rich, poor,
in between, might just follow!

Elder Care

By Angie Whitehurst, Vendor
Who cares?
No one in particular does
At least not until they get there.
Again, who cares?
On the surface no one does
Oversight, protection, loving care
To the best of our intentions
And human protection
Is not guaranteed.
Some people are too
busy
Some people have an
eye for taking advantage.
The use, abuse and
negligence
Is not an expense it’s
a crime.
We all need to eradicate the open access
To elder care abuse.
As they say, it could be
you,
A friend or your momma!
Care to protect your future.
The DC City Council has an upcoming
bill in late October. Please call the
Mayor and Council and let them know
that YOU care. Telephone #311.
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HALLOWEEN
By Terron Solomon,
Vendor
Happy Halloween

Happy Halloween!
By Sybil Taylor, Vendor

Halloween is October 31st, the last
day in the month.
Halloween, a day of tricks or
treats, howls and goblins
A night to be dressed in a nice costume of your choice
To be who you wanna be.
This is the night of all trick-ortreaters getting all sorts of treats
And lots of candy.
The night all black cats come out,
ghosts, wolves, witches, bats,
Dracula, scarecrows, the Great
Pumpkin patch.
The night the living dead have
risen from the graves.
Cast your spell with the full moon
and receive your wish.
Smile, be happy, it’s Halloween.
Time to party and be fabulous.
Time for that pumpkin pie and all
sorts of snacks.
Enjoy a safe and wonderful Halloween day and night.
And kids, be safe and enjoy your night with lots of joy.
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Haunted House

Ghost

Candy

Cobwebs

Horror Films

Trick or Treat

Goblins

Witches

Bonfires

Costume

CHILDREN’S ART: DC GENERAL FAMILY SHELTER

Trick or Treat

By Veda Simpson, Vendor
Ghosts and goblins are on the block,
If you see them coming you better not stop.
Wicked Witch of the West comes flying by,
Her gruesome face, it’ll make you cry.
Black spiders spinning their webs to catch you if you don’t watch out.
Turn around and go another route.
Frankenstein will open a door and say, “Did you ring?”
Uncle Fester will have a potion that will turn you green.
Don’t forget to put your cross around your neck,
If you don’t you’ll be a nervous wreck.
But surrounding me are the Angels of God,
A sight to behold.
They will comfort me and protect my soul!

2,453 schoolage children experienced homelessness last year in D.C., about 1
and 20 children, or more than 1 child per classroom. The Homeless Children’s
Playtime Project visits 6 different transitional housing and emergency shelter
programs to provide weekly activities, healthy snacks, and opportunities to play
and learn to as many children as possible

Courtesy of the Homeless Children’s Playtime Project
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If There Were a Special Eraser
By Chris Shaw,
“The Cowboy Poet”
When I began the seventh grade
A special list of supplies
My dear mother for me made.
A major item – a problem eraser
Definitely was the pink pearl eraser!
Now I’m long gone from junior high
This gray headed soul has time for
Greater aims than C-minuses
Or boy/girl share.
Baseball, poetry, horses and the hereafter
Occupy my thoughts, in descending order.
Now that signs on the fascist public
Thorough-fare's proclaim
Nay – declaim -”It’s all October.”
In sooth, it’s all over.
Ramon, in a clownish catcher’s mask
On the banner, takes us to task, with
“We’re in!”
Buffalo, you childish lout,
We’re not in, we are out.
Let a “baseballer’s" god –
(Not so odd)
Take lumpy India rubber
And obliterate from DC’s roster
Names like Wilson, Jason, Adam and Gio,
Let ‘em go! Giants, on you go.
But for you, much more is in store.
The orange and black deity gives you
Birds of Baltimore! Nevermore!

will return soon!
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Blogger Misinformed About Street Newspapers Street Society
By Brian Carome, Executive Director

In an October 10 online article in The
Guardian, Erik Assadourian made several
unsubstantiated claims about the street
newspaper model that Street Sense utilizes. For the record, Street Sense has seen a
dramatic increase in circulation since we
first published in 2003; the work of our independent sales force bears no comparison
to panhandling–our vendors work very hard
to market and sell an in-demand, quality
product edited by an award-winning journalist and assembled by an award-winning
graphic designer. Our editorial team is
made up of professional journalists, interns

OPINION

By Rachel Higdon, Vendor

and a cadre of very talented vendors who
also happen to be journalists, photographers, political commentators, poets and
storytellers (not to mention illustrators,
playwrights and cinematographers). Together, we produce a newspaper and other media that bring a unique perspective
to reporting on the issue of homelessness
and how it affects our community, while
providing gainful employment to men and
women seeking a better life for themselves
and their families.
Read some of our vendors’ responses
to Assadourian’s article on page 14.

Perception or Reality
By Robert Williams, USMC, Vendor

People have the tendency to think that
when they are allowed to get away with
something continuously, that a person or
persons fear them. There is, however, a
beginning and an end to everything, and
we all are responsible for our own actions. Make no mistake about it: I fear
no man, for no weapon formed against
me shall prosper, and every tongue that
rises up against me, thou shalt condemn.
It does not make you a man or a woman
to confront confrontation. But to be able
to not succumb to it speaks to one's level
of maturity.
As I live and learn and learn to live, it

11

saddens my heart to observe myself, as
well as others taken advantage of, are underestimated, taken for granted, ridiculed
and abused, played as a fool as their intelligence is disrespectfully played upon.
This type of treatment is most commonly
administered by selfish, self-centered, selfseeking individuals whom we love and care
about, and/or we have concern for them
and their future. They, in their mistakenly
misguided minds, think they are in control,
having established a perimeter of fear that
feeds their prideful egos into believing
they have conquered the unconquerable.
Imagine that…perception or reality?

Over 50,000 Black and Brown residents have been
displaced from our city since 2000.

PEOPLE FOR FAIRNESS COALITION

Do you know what it’s like to live on the
streets? I do!
Walking around, dirty with a foul odor;
going weeks without showers or any clean
clothes…falling asleep on the Metro, being
harassed by the police. Sleep-deprived,
lacking energy-it’s so hard to find a decent
place to sleep.
Humiliated while digging in the trash

cans or holding out our hands, begging for
something to eat. Can’t find a job because
they don’t think we’re clean. Emotionally
scarred, homeless people are not always
seen.
Homelessness is a vicious lifestyle far
from the American dream.
It’s easy to become homeless, but oh so
hard to get off the streets.

Up You Mighty Race
By Jeffery McNeil, Vendor

Inequality and black poverty have been
linked together so long that it’s hard to
distinguish what is fiction and what is
fact. The problem with writing a brutally
honest article about race, using facts and
evidence, is that it contradicts the institutions that claim to be advocates of black
and brown people.
While many claim they want to have an
honest conversation, what I learned was
that what many on the left side of the
argument want to do is define the terms
of the conversation. Who can forget when
many cried foul when Bill Cosby went off
script by not consulting traditional black
leadership and had a candid conversation
about race? Cosby said what many blacks
feel but dare not say, that we need to
stop blaming the man for our fate; then
he doubled down, saying many blacks are
not holding to their end of the bargain.
Those before us were spat on and attacked in order to get an education, so
those in this new generation walk around
not wanting to learn or go to school.
This rationale also pertains when the
conversation switches to who are the
friends and who are the foes of black
people. Many get disgusted when I say
the only difference between a conservative and a progressive is that the conservative will say “Let’s keep ‘negroes’ in
their place,” while the progressive will
say “Let’s keep African Americans in their
place.” But since so many support us, we
will deceive them more with condescension and charity such as free cell phones
and a few black firsts.
Unfortunately, many African Americans
have been led to believe that there is a
moral distinction between progressivism
and conservatism; in reality the only difference is that progressivism is a more
kind way to be racist. Both believe you’re
not the white man’s equal, however.
At least conservatives are upright and
honest in their assessment of minorities.
With a conservative, you know where you
stand, they tell you the truth, they believe you are inferior and nothing you do
will change their opinion of you.
The progressive believes you are inferior but will convince you they are your
friends and care about you. Too many

blacks will bite this apple believing that
charity is help instead of tapping into your
God-given instincts of using your own resources and wits.
What many African Americans fail to
realize is that condescension and charity
are not help, but an acknowledgement by
many, but no means all, progressives that
there was a robbery and exploitation in
American history which they benefitted
from. There are some that actually feel
remorse and guilt about what took place
in American History, so they spend their
lives trying to prove they are not racist by
showing acts of generosity such as giving
a homeless guy a few dollars or donating
to a black progress organization in order
to signal to their right-wing counterparts
how noble they are because they’re helping African Americans.
What makes progressivism so seductive to many African Americans is that too
many confuse condescension with love,
when in reality, condescension is more
distasteful than blatant discrimination.
Truth is, if I had to choose between
a conservative or a progressive, I would
rather deal with the conservative. You
know exactly where you stand.
While many will say, “Jeffery you make
good points but you don’t give any suggestions or solutions,” I like to counter with
a quote from Frederick Douglass when he
told good intentioned progressives on how
to help free slaves.
“Do nothing with us! Your doing with us
has already played the mischief with us.
Do nothing with us! If the apples will not
remain on the tree of their own strength,
if they are worm-eaten at the core, if
they are early ripe and disposed to fall,
let them fall!...And if the negro cannot
stand on his own legs, let him fall also. All
I ask is, give him a chance to stand on his
own legs! Let him alone!...your interference is doing him positive injury.”
I conclude by saying that If you really
want to help the poor, the best way is to
hold them responsible for the choices they
make; reward them when they do good
and punish them when they do wrong.
That is what every other ethnic group has
done and we should not lower the bar for
African Americans.
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The Street Sense Writers’ Group is led by two writing professionals and
meets every Wednesday at 10:30 a.m. The group’s goal is to develop
ideas and collaborate on the next great issue of Street Sense.

Living in Vein: Part 4

Tell Me Why

By Veda Simpson, Vendor

PREVIOUSLY: I was like 21 years old when
I got out of prison and got so sick with
stomach problems that I had to be hospitalized. Between then and now, I’ve had
13 operations on my stomach, including
an intestinal bypass. I’ve also had my digestive system rerouted and had my appendix taken out and had surgery on my
pancreas. All these stomach problems resulted from my drug use...
I should have been taking the prescription medicine the doctors gave me for
pain and high blood pressure. And I should
have been taking my psychotropic medication for depression. But instead, I sold all
those medications on the street, at 11th
and O NW and at 14th and U NW—these
were drug areas and red light districts, rife
with drug dealers, pimps, and prostitutes.
I used the money I got from selling my
prescription medicine to buy heroin. Back
then we’d buy a “spoon” of heroin for a
hundred dollars, and four people could get
off. That high would keep my pain away;
it would keep the monkey off my back for
a whole day.
I had depression and was selling all
the anti-depressants instead of taking them. Then the heroin eased every
problem I had.
You really never had money worries,
because it’s more easy to hustle and get
money than to work. You could wake up
without a dime in your pocket and by midday you made about five hundred dollars.
I made money any way I could. In addition to selling pills, I went back to forging checks. Also, I knew how to write
prescriptions just like a doctor—all I
had to do was steal a prescription pad
from the doctor’s office. (Back then, of
course, everything was hand-written—
there were no computers.)
You would spend all the money you
made, because you knew how to make
more.
Another big drug area was Potomac
Gardens in Southeast DC. It was like a
maze—hard to get in, hard to get out.
We had people shooting dope in the hallways of abandoned buildings. I was one
of those people.

By Ronald Dudley, Vendor
Some of the drug addicts were so intelligent that they turned the abandoned
buildings into “abandominiums.” They
knew how to hook up heat and water and
electricity. It was just like condominiums,
but no one had to pay.
They furnished abandominium apartments with sofas, chairs, beds, and tables
that people threw out. Back then—it was
like 1974—there seemed to be no such
thing as bedbugs.
We had a two-bedroom and like four of
us lived there. I had my own bedroom. One
person stayed there to keep it clean. Another ran errands. They slept out in the living room. We had to keep it clean, because
with all the shooting up it would otherwise
start to smell like stale blood.
Back then we didn’t know nothing about
HIV, so we would wash the needles and reuse them. By the grace of God, I didn’t
catch anything.
We used paper plates and plastic utensils that someone would shoplift from
Safeway. There were some very good shoplifters. A woman could go into an appliance
store and come out with a 20-inch TV under her dress, between her legs.
In the mornings you would go out and
hustle. In my case it was selling pills and
dope and by 12 o’clock I’m finished.
I lived in the abandominiums, but those
who didn’t would have to pay. I was one
of the overseers. I kept my pistol on me.
One time I had to use it. This dude,
who had found my stash of heroin, swung
and hit me. So I shot him in the butt. That
way he would always remember me when
he sat down.
For those who came and didn’t know
how to shoot up, there was a girl there—
an amputee—who had only one arm and
one leg, but she could hit any vein on anybody; she could hit you in a vein in your
neck, forehead, groin, anywhere—using
her mouth.
I was thorough; I didn’t take nothin’ from anybody, so I qualified to be a
bouncer. Also I had my cousins to back
me up, and ain’t nobody wanted to mess
with them.
(to be continued)

There Once Was a Man Collapse
By Carl Turner, Vendor

By Yu, Vendor

There once was a man who had a bird,
cat, dog, worm, mouse and a snake. The
cat chased the bird, the bird chased the
worm, the dog chased the cat, and the
snake had the mouse for lunch.

A man collapsed
He was not fatally injured
No further details at this time.

Father, tell me why you took my momma first. I watch my sister cry while I watch my
momma hurt.
Why my two baby girls never got to meet their nana.
Kids don’t believe in God. But they still believe in Santa.
Why my aunty go to church and the preacher make her leave.
All she wanted was a prayer and some help so she could see.
Why do bad people live and good people die?
Everybody knows the truth but the truth is a lie.
Why my grandmama die on the 4th of July, tell me why.
Tell me why I didn’t get to say ‘bye and tell me why I still feel her pain.
Sometimes I cover my ears and hear her callin’ my name.
You used to cover my eyes. Just kiss me surprise.
God, I wish it was me and you could still be alive, mamma. The world ain’t changed.
I see the evil things.
Father, they say bad people don’t get to go to heaven. My daughter’s askin’ questions.
Lord, I don’t know what to tell them, cause I ain’t got the answer to the questions
they bringin’.
And I don’t wanna lie about the devil and the demon.
Brookee ask me, “Daddy, are you Muslim or are you Christian?”
Then she ask me, “Daddy, what’s the meaning of religion?” I told my baby, “God is in the
heart and in the spirit and anybody with a broken heart – God can fix it.
Religion is a word that keeps good people separated.
The devil is a lie and the truth – he hate it.
So, we gonna say a prayer and ask the Lord if he could guide us.
I opened up my eyes to see the snakes amongst the righteous.
And even on the surface, I see serpents got a purpose.
I love the way he preach, but his smile made me nervous.”
Father, they say bad people don’t get to go to heaven.
My daughter’s askin’ questions Lord, I don’t know what to tell them.

My Words

Depression and Anxiety

My words are art so beautiful for all to see
My words are wisdom
For the lessons of life they teach.
My words are good
The Lord loves those who are good
My words are a garden

I always thought that my depression,
anxiety and panic attacks were a sign of
weakness, but today I see them as a sign
of having tried to remain strong for a long
time. One out of three of us goes through
depression, anxiety, and panic attacks
once in our life. Today, when I go through
something, I know it is a struggle, but I
am not alone. I always have someone I can
share it with.
When God closed the doors because it
was time to move forward, he knew me.
I would not have moved on unless the circumstances forced me to trust God. Removing people out of my life made room
for better people who are positive.
I have a special prayer that I say every day:

By Robert Warren, Vendor

Filled with plenty to eat.
My words are a drinking song
That you may sing
My words are poetry
That one may read my poems.
My words are a love letter
Written just for you.
My words are my word
I give freely to you.
My words are my truth
I have kind words to say:
Thank you.

By Roberta Bear, Vendor

Dear Lord
I wanna take this minute not to ask for
anything from you but simply say thank
you for all I have that you have given
me, big and small. That you never leave
me when I go through something. That I
pray out of my heart and I realize God
will answer and I always believe what
God tells me.
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By Gwynette Smith, Vendor
By Chris Shaw, “Cowboy Poet” Episode 18

ACK-CENTUATE ALL THE POSITIVE (Forget the Rest!)
A bleary-eyed Billy Luck rubbed his
slightly reddened orbs, as “Breezin’”
by George Benson blared out Skipper’s
dashboard radio out of the big Electra.
Skipper, her hair blowing in the morning
updraft from beneath her lavender-mesh
very stylish headscarf, looked admiringly
on her new friend. “You seemed to recognize that scary little KNIFE-THROWER, Billy! Is he some friend of yours-- I mean he
was thowing blades mighty close to us!!”
“Yes, Skipper, that’s Ferret, we work side
by side at the erotic book and magazine
shop under where Elaine was living. Yeh, he
was tossin’ ‘em mighty wild, and---”
“My God,” she exclaimed. “Perhaps it’s
time we found you a more respectable
line of work, mmm, Far removed from
“Mister Apache?--”
Billy hung his head, ashamed, as he
mumbled, “His crusty ol’ Dad calls him
Apache. Guess that’s an improvement
over “Ferret!” He blinked, glared sharply
at Skipper. “So now where are we going?”
Skipper gunned the engine up Eleventh,
and right on New York Avenue. A pair of
rag-pickers, a man and a
woman in matching ripped safari jackets, rolled out of the wake of her big
green machine. “Funny. A lil’ bird told
me to check on your flakey Reverend
buddy...”
Outside the Mission Of Last Resort,
three DC blue-and-whites were astride the
cracked sidewalk; out front of the splayed
vehicles, Macedonia sparred with a local
TV news crew and Sergeant Phil Carlisle.
Macedonia brayed shamelessly, “Oh,
Ossifer, It were hooriferous, Our Dear Rev
came within one inch of havin’ his HEAD
chopped off!”
Skipper elbowed her sweet way into

camera range, and spat out to Carlisle,
“This is plum foolishness,
Phil! I’ve heard quite enough. Can’t
your boys even protect one dear Skid Row
padre- especially this man, who clearly
cares so for his poor benighted FLOCK?”
Marty Chauld, an anchor for the local
affiliate, quickly grabbed the mike to
inform viewers, sotto voce, that “This
glamorous blonde wife, Skipper, of the
‘outspoken’ Senator hastings Marsh (“RTennessee”), has taken it upon herself
to speak up for endangered residents of
DC’s ‘Tenderloin...”
Back in the well-upholstered study
of his cushy Cleveland Park manse with
the caped green roof, Marsh dropped his
brandy and his kerchief full of ‘blow,’ and
stamped up angrily out of his Strat-oLounger. “Dammit all, Wanda, get lost!!”
He flung a Florsheim loafer at the television screen, causing the box to short out.
“Go, girl, I have IMPORTANT CALLS to
make!” As wanda clattered a hasty retreat
out of the house, Marsh growled, bit his
lower lip, and dialed frantically. “Hullo...
Yeah, Harris? Look, boy. I got a tail for you
t’ make... That’s right, how’dja guess.
Luck, that little turkey. BILLY LUCK- Find
him, and this time, no mistakes!!
Skipper and Billy huddled briefly with
Reverend rand and Macedonia, and as
they left the mission,
Skipper was determined, barring nothing else-- “Billy it’s time I introduced
you to my husband, the lees than distinguished United States Senator, Hastings
Eldon Marsh!” Billy gulped, looked around
nowhere in particular, and mopped his
brow vigorously with a handful of tissues
from the Buick Electra’s glove box.
(to be continued)

I had been homeless in a couple of cities
when I decided to move to Washington, DC,
where I knew some people. I started looking for work and was eventually hired to be
a literacy teacher at a program for older
homeless men.Then I broke my ankle while
I was carrying coffee into a movie theater
and had to stop working.
My financial circumstances required that
I resume working as soon as I could. The
city Department of Rehabilitation promised
to help me as soon as my ankle got a little
better. They told me about jobs that were
available and they said that they could get
me clothes for interviews.
Then I saw people selling a newspaper.
The articles were interesting and the poems and creative writing were impressive.
One day I asked one of the sellers how he
had gotten to sell the paper. He gave me
his card and told me where to go.
After an orientation, I started selling
Street Sense. Many of the customers were
supportive and friendly. I also got to write
articles for the paper. I like creative writing, and I studied it in school.

I’ve written poems since college. A
poem, in a few words, can express strong
emotional responses and be insightful. I
had a poem of mine published in my college newspaper.
In college I took a class in short story writing. I enjoyed the class and did
well in it. The stories about Gayle Tyler,
published in Street Sense, are somewhat
about me. My customers have often
asked me if they were.
Gayle’s college is based on Penn State
University, where I graduated. I have enjoyed exploring her character’s life. She
is a woman starting her adult life, who
has anxieties, but also dreams that she
is trying to achieve. She is not a perfect
person; no one is.
I plan to write a book about her, maybe even a sequel. I hope people will buy
the book when it is available, maybe in a
year’s time.
Street Sense has also given me the opportunity to write articles about poor,
homeless, and disenfranchised people.
These types of writing are important.

The Story of Bernard Dean Jr: Part 5
By Chino Dean, Vendor

IN THE FOURTH PART OF THIS STORY, I
described how while growing up, Bernie
Dean, Jr. played soccer and track, competing against Jesse Owens, Jr. and Carl
Lewis II, both of whom put obstacles in
Bernie's way when he tried to re-enter
Catholic school.
So anyway, continuing on with the story,
he lived on Roselle St. and Elizabeth Ave.
in the fourth grade. He went to public
school for that year. He played kickball
and basketball when allowed. He was only
eight years old but played in the second
year of the Police Athletic League as point
guard number three on draft for the second
year. He won and took his team to win the

championship around the time of baseball,
but that’s another story or should I say another part. He went on as kickball champ,
football number one wide receiver, running
back and quarterback on the I-formation
off to the wide receiver and soccer. Then
he went on to graduate to the fifth grade
with an A plus and a championship in football, baseball, soccer, basketball and two
concerts. Off to Catholic school again. Finally, back to altar boy days and religion
class. As the summer began, Bernie took
an extra non-obligatory summer school
class to meet new girls. Tune in to part
six for the continuation of Catholic School.
(stay tuned)

in’ to protect each other; if you can help
me, you help me. If you have to be on
lockdown when a riot break out, prison
culture teach you how you cook. Otherwise, you get tired of eating peanut butter sandwiches on lockdown. We think of
it as a bad situation, but we help others.
For example, you can take a milk carton and burn it to make hot water to cook
soup. You use toilet tissue and wrap it and
put grease on it and it can burn slow. Hair
grease or Vaseline help things burn slow.
We would cook this way in the shower
stall. If you want to burn something in
your cell, you gotta put a blind up so the
guards and the camera couldn’t see you.

I open up more to the National Guard,
forgetting that everyone around us waitin’
impatiently to leave. I told him I was a
junior lifeguard coming up, and I never
forget the thing they showed me how to
survive in the water, so that’s what help
me reach out to help a lot of people now.
I went on about how as a young boy, I
always wanted to become a police officer
or a fire department. When I was 14 or 15,
I was thinking about that. You had officers
comin’ to school to talk about it.
But then I started doin’ time, and I recognize I couldn’t really be no police. I be
getting’ in so much trouble, y’know?
(to be continued)

My Katrina: Part 21a
By Gerald Anderson, Vendor

PREVIOUSLY: The
National Guard
told me they would
wouldn’t get all of
us out in a day, so
I knew I had to be
patient. I asked him
how many bodies
they seen? He said,
“Over 200 bodies,” not counting all the
ones he didn’t see. I opened up to him
about the things I learned during my years
in and out of prison and how that prepared
me for rescuing folks from the hurricane...
Y’know how, when you feel comfortable
with someone, you can open up?

That’s how I felt that day, as the National Guard and I continued talking, sittin’ on the balcony at the projects. I told
him that in prison, I learned how you can
use two batteries and a razor blade to
start a fire. So with us not having power
during Katrina, I would take two batteries
and turn one up, one down, tape them
down and connect them with any kind of
wire—you gotta know how to separate it
and put the razor blade on top—but you
can make fire this way.
It like a time bomb, it can tick off any
time, so you gotta be real careful. (Don’t
try this at home.)
In prison, riot breaks out while we try-
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By Morgan Jones, Vendor

I am still attending University of
District of Columbia
Community College;
this is the week of
midterms, and I am
feeling confident
about my upcoming
test results.
At the end of September my resume
was updated by the Community of Creative Non-Violence (CCNV). I soon received an email confirming that my
internship application was received by
The Late Show. I was elated, looking at it
as the first step toward my dream. When
you pursue your dreams and wishes, sometimes they come true.

Never let anyone take dreams and wishes away from you. Stay focused!
The documentary about me being produced by our Filmmakers’ Cooperative is
coming to a close and will be submitted
to “The Late Show with David Letterman” and his successor, Stephen Colbert,
upon completion.
I would like to thank Janice Penino, VP,
Human Resources, and Neil Fessler, corporate staff assistant of “The Late Show
with David Letterman,” for responding to
my application.
Remember, if you see a homeless person on the street-don’t call him or her a
bum; have some compassion. Help the
homeless help themselves by buying the
Street Sense newspaper.

My Final Farewell
By Ashley McKinley, Vendor

Over the past
fourteen months
that I have been
selling and writing for Street
Sense, my life has
changed. I have
written articles
that most people
wouldn’t have written about, such as
same-sex marriage, abortion rights, child
abuse, rape, and how yoga has changed
me as a person.
I have experienced nothing but great-

ness working here, but it’s time for me
to move on. I have a new job and want
to move on to bigger and better things. I
can’t thank my regulars enough for always
buying the paper, and for stopping for a
moment to chat or buy me coffee. You
have changed me as a person and I will
never forget that.
While selling Street Sense, I have gotten a new job and built relationships with
some wonderful people.
I wish everyone who I have come in
contact with nothing but the best in life.

Street Sense: “The Path” & “Observations”
By Charles Davis,
vendor

By Joe Sam
Vendor

My first path started with Street Sense
when my friend Andre Brinson introduced
me to the paper. Since I got my vendor
badge, I have really been involved in this
job, and everything has been booming
and moving in the right direction. So, by
me trying to become closer to God, things
have changed a lot. Becoming a Street
Sense vendor has given me a lot of hope
and guidance in my life.
I have also brought five more vendors to
the paper, and they have really gotten involved. So, my Street Sense family, remember to keep the faith with what you are
doing. And never give up, because some
day if you stay on the path you will see
that great path God has set out for you.
But remember, that path is not easy. But
just keep the faith and you will make it.
Let me end this by saying it is in my
best interest to be and I will be on my
best behavior to be strong with the Street
Sense family. So, vendors, stay on the
path to that great light. God bless!

My first days working for Street Sense
began in late August. During this period I
have been met with mixed results.
My first day was very encouraging, with
good sales-only to be followed by a plummet the next week.
But some people who seemed uninterested have begun to come around and
show curiosity or even buy the paper.
That second week was frustrating and
disappointing. This is a great motivator,
and I am praying the trend continues.
My goal is to sell as many papers in a
given day as possible. It also makes me
happy to hear some of my clients actually
ask me if my article is going to appear in
the paper, to which I answer, “very soon.”

DISRESPECTFUL
DONKEY:

THE

Latest Update with David Letterman’s Internship

Vendors’ thoughts in response to a blogger’s
column suggesting Street Sense vendors would
be better of policing dangerous intersections.
It is inexplicably
derogatory
denigrating
demeaning
and dastardly unacceptable.
Yo u r s u b l i m i n a l , n o t - s o - c r a f t i l y
couched descriptions and suggestions of
Street Sense reflect something: maybe
envy or jealousy.
We will check with your stylist and
shrink, to get more clarity about what
you think, you know or see.
Keep your Express opinions off paper,
and I’ll keep my freedom of speech.
-Angie Whitehurst, Vendor

Wow. Thank you for your opinion Erik
Ass-I was saying-adourian. The Street
Sense vendors are doing very well economically and are empowering more people to become Awesome Entrepreneurs.
We have a couple of amazing groups that
we attend Monday thru Friday that really bring out the best in each and every
one of us who attends these classes: the
Filmmakers’ Co-op, Illustration Workshop,
Writers’ Group, Theatre Group, and the
vendor advocacy group FACE (Focus, Attitude, Commitment to Excellence)-which
I came up with the name and meaning for.

Street Sense has brought me out of
homelessness and put me in the position for a better life, not having to worry
about a job-which really means that I’m
just over broke.
Thank you Street Sense!

People do indeed spend two dollars
for one newspaper. The articles, stories
and poetry we write do require our time
and intelligence. Some of our customers
do give us donations and do not want
the paper. But most give us more than
the the two dollar donation and tell us
that they like reading our paper.
-Henrieese Roberts, Vendor

In response to the gentleman that
wrote the article referenced in Express
on 10/16/2014 about homeless empowerment, I would like to say that a panhandler’s cup does not give a voice to
the homeless like a street newspaper
does, even though First Amendment
rights give a voice to the ignorant.
- James Davis,
Vendor Advisory Team (VAT) Chairman

I am a cinematographer and a rising
director. I also am an illustrator and
writer, and to be these things I first
had to become a Street Sense vendor. I do not approve of Erik from The
Guardian; I don’t want to be a human
traffic camera.
Street Sense brand is better than
that, and I think Erik needs to better
brand himself. There are a lot of things
I want to say, but to be on the positive side, I am better than that. I do not
drink and drug I distribute papers and
help produce papers while Erik is blogging. I don’t mind taking this time to
say something because the truth is, if
it weren’t for Street Sense, I wouldn’t
know how to deal day-to-day with one
child while trying to get my housing;
but the motivation I get from everyone
here is what I am most thankful about.
I have to say that to be a self-employed
Street Sense vendor and build success is
to each his or her own. I know there are
messed up systems and individuals, but
Erik’s business model should not exist.
-Sasha Williams, Vendor

-Chon Gotti, Vendor
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STREET SENSE
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COMMUNITY SERVICES

Our vendors share so many of their personal stories. Now we welcome you to
share a true story from your life or from the life of someone you know!
Street Sense will be accepting submissions of prose, poetry and creative nonfiction
through Friday, November 28th. Please limit your stories to 600 words.
Please e-mail submissions to editor@streetsense.org
or mail them to 1317 G Street NW, Washington, DC 20005
Attn: Writing Competition
Although any theme is encouraged, our writers groups often start with prompts. So
here are a few ideas to get you going: childhood, holiday, independence, facing fear,
anticipation, overcoming, twist of fate, surprise, romance, food, embarrassed…

Housing/Shelter

Clothing

Outreach

Transportation

Education

Legal Assistance

Food

Showers

Medical/Healthcare

Laundry

Employment Assistance
DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH ACCESS HOTLINE

Submissions will be judged by our Writers’ Group, and the winners published
in the December 31st Winter Reading Issue of Street Sense for thousands of
Washingtonians to enjoy.

Academy of Hope: 269-6623
601 Edgewood St, NE		
aohdc.org

Bread for the City:
265-2400 (NW) | 561-8587 (SE)
1525 7th St, NW | 1640 Good Hope Rd, SE
breadforthecity.org

Calvary Women’s Services: 678-2341
1217 Good Hope Road, SE		
calvaryservices.org

Catholic Charities: 772-4300
catholiccharitiesdc.org/gethelp

Charlie’s Place: 232-3066
1830 Connecticut Ave, NW
charliesplacedc.org

Christ House: 328-1100
1717 Columbia Rd, NW		
christhouse.org

Church of the Pilgrims: 387-6612
2201 P St, NW		
churchofthepilgrims.org/outreach
food (1 - 1:30 on Sundays only)

Community Council for the Homeless
at Friendship Place: 364-1419
4713 Wisconsin Ave, NW		
cchfp.org

Community Family Life Services:
347-0511
305 E St, NW		
cflsdc.org

Community of Hope: 232-7356
communityofhopedc.org

1-888-7WE HELP (1-888-793-4357)

SHELTER HOTLINE:
1–800–535–7252

Covenant House Washington:
610-9600
2001 Mississippi Avenue, SE
covenanthousedc.org

Miriam’s Kitchen: 452-8926
2401 Virginia Ave, NW		
miriamskitchen.org

Thrive DC: 737-9311
1525 Newton St, NW		
thrivedc.org

D.C. Coalition for the Homeless:
347-8870
1234 Massachusetts Ave, NW
dccfh.org

My Sister’s Place:
529-5991 (24-hour hotline)
mysistersplacedc.org

Unity Health Care: 745-4300
3020 14th St, NW		
unityhealthcare.org

N Street Village: 939-2060		
1333 N Street, NW
nstreetvillage.org

The Welcome Table: 347-2635
1317 G St, NW		
epiphanydc.org/thewelcometable

New York Ave Shelter: 832-2359
1355-57 New York Ave, NE
		

Whitman-Walker Health
1701 14th St, NW | 745-7000
2301 MLK Jr. Ave, SE | 797-3567
whitman-walker.org

Father McKenna Center: 842-1112
19 Eye St, NW		
fathermckennacenter.org

Food and Friends: 269-2277
219 Riggs Rd, NE		
foodandfriends.org
(home delivery for those suffering from
HIV, cancer, etc)

Foundry Methodist Church: 332-4010
1500 16th St, NW
foundryumc.org/ministry-opportunities
ID (FRIDAY 9-12 ONLY)

Georgetown Ministry Center:
338-8301
1041 Wisconsin Ave, NW		
georgetownministrycenter.org

Gospel Rescue Ministries: 842-1731
810 5th St, NW
grm.org

Jobs Have Priority: 544-9128
425 Snd St, NW
jobshavepriority.org

John Young Center: 639-8569
119 D Street, NW
Martha’s Table: 328-6608
2114 14th St, NW		
marthastable.org

Open Door Shelter: 639-8093
425 2nd St, NW
newhopeministriesdc.org/id3.html

Samaritan Inns: 667-8831
2523 14th St, NW		
samaritaninns.org

Samaritan Ministries:
1516 Hamilton Street NW | 722-2280
1345 U Street SE | 889-7702
samaritanministry.org

Sasha Bruce Youthwork: 675-9340
741 8th St, SE		
sashabruce.org

So Others Might Eat (SOME)
797-8806
71 O St, NW		
some.org

St. Luke’s Mission Center: 333-4949
3655 Calvert St. NW
stlukesmissioncenter.org

Subscribe to Street Sense
1 Year: $40
2 Years: $80
3 Years: $120
I want half of my purchase to
benefit a vendor directly
Vendor Name
Vendor Badge #
Name

Address
Phone

15

Property of Nancy Hanks Lincoln Public Library

Consider
Contributing
to Street Sense!

# 28233

VENDOR PROFILE: LEVESTER GREEN
By Yura Shin, Editorial Intern

Levester Joe
Green, II is a Street
Sense vendor who
works in the Tenleytown neighborhood
of Washington, DC.
“It sucks being
homeless, not having the things you need
in life!” Green said, summarizing his life
on the street.
Green was not always homeless. He
had his family, lived in a house and had
been enrolled in several universities. At
each, he majored in Communications, but
he has not received a degree from any of
the schools he attended.
Nevertheless, that does not mean that
he totally wasted his time, because he
says he gained a lot of journalism experience in his studies.
“I first came out and I was hustling my
poems to get them out there and see some
published. I was printed in The Collegian,
a school newspaper from South Carolina
State University. The Trilogy, University of
the District of Columbia’s school paper, is
what I was the poetry editor on. I was also
printed in Reflections Magazine of Prince
George’s Community College,” he said.
Green said he had an opportunity to try
to return to school once again, this time
at American University but he declined
with the thought that ramping up his student debt would be like putting himself in
a kind of prison.
“My original debt was about $10,000
or so. It’s now like between $70,000 and
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Some vendors wake up as early as

$90,000 and I still have no degree! Go
figure!” he yelled. “Still I have no home,
ride or vehicle. I managed to get a truck,
but I got crashed into while I was making
deliveries in an attempt to get myself off
the streets and have a warm place to stay
and sleep!”
After trying out many jobs, Green was
introduced to Street Sense by Charles
Davis, a vendor who has introduced the
paper to a number of vendors.
“He told us the time and the place to
be and get on to this glorious production
of talent,” said Green. “So away I went to
sign and join up! This is the way I became
vendor number 515!”
Now Green is a published poet and illustrator with Street Sense.
“I may not be being paid for my creations, thoughts, ideas and concepts, but
I have the satisfaction of seeing them in
action,” he said. Vendors receive newsapers for their published work.
One of two mottos he lives by is “just
enjoy it!” Another one is “work hard,
play hard!”
These two mottos help him keep continue writing, even if the results do not all
appear at one time.
“What Street Sense has done for me
is give me an outlet for my talent to be
featured in. Initially, it was all about the
money, being on the streets and in need
of others’ assistance constantly, but then
once I got published, it became something
more to me and for me!” Green said.

Street Sense
1317 G Street, NW

United Way NCA
Designation Code

Permit #568

Remember, buy only from badged
vendors and do not give to those panhandling with
one paper.
Interested in a subscription? Go to page 15 for more information.

to sell the paper.

IT’S AN
INVESTMENT

1-3 weeks

2.00

of training occurs before
acheiving permanent
vendor status.

The suggested
donation price

-.50

4:00am

Street
Sense

The cost Vendors
PAY for each paper,
out of pocket

1.50

per sale profit

Vendors
Status: Independent Contractor
Wage: Dependent on sales
Challenges: Daily rejection
Duties Include: Customer
Service, Inventory Management
Product Marketing and Promotion

I *AM* WORKING
LAST WORD: WORKING FOR STREET SENSE
By Aida Basnight, Vendor

Being a Street Sense vendor is by no
means an easy task. It was hard in the
beginning, and it’s still hard as a sixyear veteran.
Every Street Sense vendor has his or her
own pitch, a unique way of selling a $2
paper. Some are aggressive and some are
passive. And when I say “aggressive,” that
should never mean being rude to customers. It simply means actively approaching
potential customers with a sales pitch.
Sometimes customers will have their
own favorite vendor they support. Even if
the sale goes to someone else, we vendors
should always be polite and thank them
for supporting Street Sense and our colleagues. Street Sense doesn’t survive solely on donations: each vendor invests in the
organization by purchasing the papers they
sell upfront at a wholesale price.
After all the years I’ve been selling
the newspaper, someone finally criticized
my pitch. A woman told me to be quiet.
When I ignored her and kept working she
shouted at me, “get a job!”
I explained that I’m doing my job.
She pointed out that I don’t have a license. In response I explained that I do
have the right to freedom of expression
under the First Amendment and a permanent Street Sense badge that shows I have
been trained as a salesperson for the organization and that I am accountable for
my actions.
“Would you like to try?” I asked.
Of course the answer was no-she
wouldn’t want to have to do this kind of
work. But after a moment, the woman
apologized to me. Unfortunately, she’s not
the only person who feels this way about
Street Sense vendors.
We’re self-made contractors for the organization. Some vendors get up as early

as 4 in the morning to be there for 6 a.m.
commuters in the the heat, cold, rain or
snow. We don’t have booths to keep us
out of the harsh weather. We have good
days and bad days: some vendors have to
work between 8 and 16 hours a day to
make $50 off this $2 newspaper.
Many successful vendors have established a customer base, which takes being at the same place, at the same time
of day, for weeks to maybe months at a
time. People have to get used to you and
some do want to get to know who you areespecially if you write articles on subjects
that might affect them. A lot of customers
love our poetry and art too.
Vendors aren’t shaking a cup for a few
pennies - even though some people do treat
us in that manner. Street Sense is a job! It
can take a toll on some, if not all vendors,
emotionally and physically: standing up for
many hours in one spot, facing rejection.
Some vendors do have chairs or sit in wheelchairs, but that is still unhealthy. It’s all in
order to sell a $2 paper.
Most vendors are people who have had
unplanned circumstances in their life.
After you exhaust your savings, it’s not
long before you end up on the streets.
And its not easy to live in a shelter or with
other people while trying to find a job.
We all need money for different reasons,
especially if we have children, or need
supplemental income because our small
monthly check isn’t going to pay for full
rent or put food on the table.
So when we list Street Sense on our
resumes, please take it seriously. Give
us the dignity and respect we feel about
ourselves on a daily basis selling the paper year-round.
Street Sense is a job.

