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It’s Time to Break Bread and
SHARE THE WEALTH!
written by general dogon

In October, LA CAN’s Civil Rights Committee discovered that the Central
City Association (CCA) was going to host the Mayoral candidates’ breakfasts
with Eric Garcetti, Jan Perry, and Wendy Greuel. They were supposed to talk
about their plans for a new and improved downtown, but it seems like they
FORGOT to invite us Po’ Folks to find out what we want to see in a new and
improved downtown. Since last summer, LA CAN has been actively opposing the CCA’s “Downtown 2020” plan – their recently released plan that calls
for no more affordable housing in all of Downtown and increased police and
criminalization efforts against homeless and poor residents. Since they didn’t
invite us to the Mayoral breakfasts, we decided to host our own breakfast in
the front of the Orpheum Theater and present our “Share the Wealth” plan to
the community while they held their event inside.
On October 30 (Garcetti breakfast), November 8 (Perry) and November
14 (Greuel), LA CAN members and other supporters met bright and early
at 8:00 am at the Orpheum Theater for our sidewalk breakfasts. We also
brought “Share the Wealth” flyers, signs, drums, and decorations to declare
our presence and our messages. At the October 30 Halloween-themed action
we featured a cardboard model of City Hall showing the spooky and scary
things going on in City Hall between CCA and our elected officials.
It was a good thing we arrived early each time – because CCA, their security guards, and the LAPD were working overtime to shut us up and shield
their invitees. They tried to sneak most of the guests through the back door.
They also blocked our access to the public alley – no surprise since they’ve
been doing back-door dealing with our lives since day one. But we were not
deterred. We had invitations for all of the Mayoral candidates to join us for a
Share the Wealth breakfast discussion with Skid Row residents and we were
intent on delivering those invitations.
Continued on page 6

Tiempo de partir el pan y
compartir la riqueza!
escrito por general dogon (traducido por esther alejandro)

En octubre, el Comité de Derechos Civiles de LA CAN descubrió que la
Asociación de la Ciudad Central (CCA) iba a ser anfitrión de los desayunos
para los candidatos a alcaldes, con Eric Garcetti, Jan Perry y Wendy Greuel. Se
suponia que ellos iban a hablar acerca de sus planes para un centro nuevo y
mejorado, pero parece ser que SE LES OLVIDO invitarnos a los ‘pobres’ para
enterarse de lo que queremos ver en un centro nuevo y mejorado. Desde el
verano pasado, LA CAN ha estado activamente opuesto al plan “Centro 2020”
de CCA - su plan recientemente presentado, que procura no más vivienda
costeable en todo el centro y más esfuerzos policiacos y criminalización contra
los residentes desmparados y pobres. Ya que no nos invitaron a los desayunos
mayorales, decidimos ser anfitriones de nuestro propio desayuno frente al
teatro Orpheum y presentar nuestro plan “Comparta la riqueza” a la comunidad mientras ellos llevaban a cabo su evento adentro.
El 30 de octubre (desayuno de Garcetti) 8 de noviembre (Perry) y 14 de
noviembre (Greuel), miembros de LA CAN y otros simpatizantes se encontraron temprano a las 8:00 en el teatro Orpheum para nuestros desayunos en
la acera. También trajimos volantes de “Comparta la riqueza, “, pancartas,
tambores, y decoraciones para declarar nuestra presencia y nuestros mensajes.
En el del 30 de octubre, nuestra acción, con tema de Halloween presentamos
un modelo en cartón del ayuntamineto mostrando las cosas espantosas y horripilantes que suceden en el ayuntamiento entre la CCA y los oficiales electos.
Fue bueno que llegaramos temprano casa vez - porque la CCA, sus guardias de
seguridad y LAPD, estaban trabajando tiempo extra para callarnos y proteger a
sus invitados. Trataron de llevar a los huespedes a escondidas por la puerta de
atrás. Tambien bloquearon nuestro acceso a ;a salida lateral - no sorprende ya
que ellos estaban haciendo sus negocios por la puerta de atrás con nuestras
vidas desde el primer día. Pero no nos dimos por vencidos. Teníamos
invitaciones para todos los candidatos a alcalde que se unieran a nosotros
para una discusión-desayuno acerca de Compartir la riqueza, y estabamos
determinados a entregar esas invitaciones.
continúa en la página 7
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PUBLIC HOUSING
RESIDENTS DROP OFF
HUNDREDS OF POSTCARDS
TO HACLA BOARD
DEMANDING AN END
TO TRASH FEES

NORWALK FUSION
“SPY” CENTER
EXPOSED BY STOP
LAPD SPYING
COALITION
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HUNGER ACTION LA
CALLS FOR AN END TO
THE CRIMINALIZATION
OF FOOD PROVIDERS,
VENDORS, AND URBAN
GARDENERS

REPORT AND PHOTOS
FROM THIS YEAR'S
HOMELESS WORLD CUP
IN MEXICO
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LA VIVIENDA EN VELA

WRITTEN BY STEVE DIAZ

ESCRITO POR STEVE DIAZ (TRADUCIDO POR ESTHER ALEJANDRO)

Travelers Hotel

Hotel Travelers

As previously reported in the Community Connection, the City of Los
Angeles started the final revocation process of the land use permit for the
Travelers Hotel. The Travelers was originally placed in the administrative
nuisance abatement program in the late 90’s when the City’s Zoning
Administrator found that “nuisance” activities were occurring in the
property. Current tenants are not responsible for any of the purported
nuisance activities and may face displacement if an alternative solution is not
approved by the City.

Según se reportó en Conexión Comunitaria, la ciudad de Los Angeles
comenzó el proceso final de revocación del permiso de uso de la tierra para el
Hotel Travelers. El Travelers originalmente estuvo puesto en el programa de
abatimiento de molestias a fines de los ‘90, cuando la administración de zona
encontró que ocurrian actividades molestosas en la propiedad. Los inquilinos
actuales no son responsables de ninguna de las supuestas actividades y
podrian encarar el desplazamiento si no se aprueba una solución alterna por
parte de la ciudad.

On November 1, 2012, representatives of LA CAN, Inner City Law Center
and Councilmember Jose Huizar’s office walked through the building
and visited with numerous tenants who have been active in organizing
their building. The idea behind this activity was for the council office
representatives to be able to hear the stories of current residents of the hotel
and gain a better understanding of the tenants before making any final
decisions. One tenant we visited told the council office about the importance
of tenants not suffering negativity from the closure. He also asked very
important questions such as: “Who will really benefit from the closure of the
Travelers?” Tenants would have to move from a low-income housing unit,
the building would remain closed but still in the hands of a non-responsible
owner.

El 1ro de noviembre del 2012, representantes de LA CAN, el Centro de Leyes
Inner City y de la oficina del concejal Jose Huizar, caminaron a través del
edificio y visitaron a numerosos inquilinos que han estado muy activos en
organizar en su edificio. La idea detrás de esta actividad fue para que los
representantes de la oficina del concejal escuchen las historias de residentes
actuales y obtengan una mayor comprensión de los inquilinos antes de tomar
una decisión final. Un inquilino que visitamos dijo a la oficina del concejal
acerca de la mportancia de que los inquilinos no sufran la negatividad del
cierre. También hizo preguntas importantes tales como: “Quién en verdad se
va a beneficiar del cierre del Travelers?” Los inquilinos tendrían que mudarse
de una vivienda de bajo costo, el edificio permanecería cerrado, pero siempre
en las manos de un dueño irresponsable.

This same message was loud and clear from tenants throughout the rest of
the visit – that there were many issues to resolve to ensure tenants were not
unfairly harmed by this process. Several tenants spoke about the difficulty
of collecting the documentation that the City’s Housing Department is
asking for in the relocation benefits process. Other tenants told the Council
representatives how the nuisance conditions have actually gotten a lot better
in recent years. It was also made clear that tenants in the building know that
the current housing market is not going to meet the needs of the working
class tenants that call the Travelers home. The Council staffers expressed
appreciation to tenants and organizers for helping them to understand these
issues more deeply and clearly.

Este mismo mensaje fue fuerte y claro de inquilinos a través del resto de
la visita - que había muchos asuntos que resolver para asegurar que os
inquilinos no quedaran injustamente perjudicados por este proceso. Algunos
inquilinos hablaron de la dificultad de procurar la documentación que el
Departamento de la Ciudad pide para el proceso de reubicación. Otros
inquilinos dijeron a los representantes del concejo como las condiciones de
molestias han mejorado bastante en años recientes. También se hizo claro que
los inquilinos del edificio saben que el mercado actual de vivienda no va a
colmar las necesidades de los inquilinos de clase obrera que llaman hogar al
Travelers. Los empleados del concejo expresaron su aprecio a los inquilinos
y organizadores por ayudarles a
entender estos asuntos más profunda y
claramente.

For these and other reasons, the City
must act to ensure the building is
not closed without resolution of any
potential issues the closure might cause.
Tenants will be eligible for relocation
benefits if closure eventually occurs. If
tenants have any questions or concerns,
or want to get involved in the decisions
impacting their homes, contact LA CAN
right away.

Por estas y otras razones, la ciudad
tiene que actuar para asegurar que el
edificio no se cierre sin la resolución de
cualquier asunto potencial que el cierre
pudiera causar. Los inquilinos serán
elegibles para beneficios de reubicación
si el cierre eventualmente ocurre.
Si los inquilinos tienen preguntas o
preocupaciones, o quieren envolverse en
las decisiones que impactan sus hogares,
pónganse en contacto con LA CAN
inmediatamente.

Cecil Hotel

In November, the Cecil Hotel was
approved for the City’s Rent Escrow
Hotel Cecil
Account Program (REAP). Due to the
The Pueblo Del Rio Tenant Committee at the year end Celebration.
owners non-compliance with the City’s
En noviembre, el Hotel Cecil obtuvo
code enforcement program and, therefore, unhealthy and unsafe conditions
aprobación del Programa de rentas (REAP). Debido a que el incumplimiento
for tenants, the tenants are now only required to pay 85% of their rent until
del código del programa de la ciudad, y por lo tanto, las condiciones
the building is in full compliance. Tenants can pay this rent directly to the LA insalubres e inseguras para los inquilinos, se requiere a los inquilinos tan
Housing Department instead of the owner. If you have any questions about
solo el pago del 85% de su renta hasta que el edificio esté en completo
the REAP Program, the 15% reduction in rents, or any other tenant rights
cumplimiento. Los inquilinos pueden pagar esta renta directamente al
issues, contact LA CAN as soon as possible. You can also visit the customer
Departamento de la Vivienda de Los Angeles en vez de al dueño. Si tiene
counter at the Housing Department at 1200 West 7th Street.
alguna pregunta acerca del programa de REAP, la rebaja de 15% de la renta,
o algún otro asunto de derecho de inquilino, comuniquese con LA CAN lo
Huntington Hotel
más pronto posible. Tambien puede visitar el mostrador de clientes en el
Departamento de la Vivienda de Los Angeles.
The saga continues at the Huntington Hotel. New tenants at the property
Hotel Huntington
have begun to come forward with similar complaints as previous tenants.
Given the conditions that led former tenants to sue the building owner, new La saga continúa en el Hotel Huntington. Inquilinos nuevos en la propiedad
problems are unfortunately not a big surprise. New tenants began moving
han comenzado a llegar con quejas similares a las de los inquilinos anteriores.
in to the property about a year ago and they report that they were promised Dadas las condiciones que condujeron a los inquilinos anteriores a demandar
all types of amenities like internet access and common kitchens.
al dueño del edificio, los problemas nuevos, desafortunadamente, no son
una gran sorpresa. Los nuevos inquilinos comenzaron a mudarse a la
There have also been reports regarding mistreatment of tenants and other
propiedad cerca de un año atrás y reportan que se les prometieron todo
violations. If tenants are facing any issues or problems, please come in to
tipo de amenidades como acceso a internet y cocinas comunes. También ha
the LA CAN legal clinic which occurs every Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. As a
habido reportes concernientes a maltrato de inquilinos y otras violaciones. Si
reminder, if you were displaced from the Huntington within the last two
los inquilinos encaran algún asunto o problema, por favor venga a la clinica
years, you may be eligible for financial compensation, so also please come
legal de LA CAN que tiene lugar todos los miércoles a las 6:00 p.m. Como
to the Wednesday evening legal clinics. More people must take a stand in
recordatorio, si se le desplazó del Hotel Huntington en los dos años pasados,
order to finally end all tenant rights violations against Huntington tenants,
puede ser elegible para compensación financiera, así que también por favor
past and present.
venga a la clinica legal de los miércoles. Más personas deben tomar una
posición para acabar toda violación de derechos de inquilinos en el Hotel
Pueblo del Rio
Huntington, pasado y presente.
On December 12th, the Pueblo Del Rio tenant committee held its annual
end of the year celebration at the James Slauson Recreational Center.
Tenants from the public housing community came together to review and
reflect upon their accomplishments and challenges over the past year.
To get involved with this committee, contact Steve at LA CAN at (213)
228.0024.

Pueblo del Rio
El 12 de diciembre, el comité de inquilinos de Pueblo del Rio tuvo su
celebración del fin de año en el Centro Recreativo James Slauson. Inquilinos
de la comunidad de vivienda pública se unieron para revisar y reflejas acerca
de sus logros y desafios en el curso del año. Se necesita injertar una cita y
perspectivas de alguna gente en la junta. Para envolverse con este comité,
llame a Steve Diaz en LA CAN en (213) 228-0024.
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Housing IS a Human Right:
Updates on the Fight for the
Human Right to Housing in L.A.
WRITTEN THELMY PEREZ
Public Housing
The LA Human Right to Housing Collective’s Public
Housing Committee, an effort to which LA CAN
contributes to through their organizing work with
Pueblo Del Rio public housing residents in South
Central and Section 8 tenants in Downtown, filed a
lawsuit against the Housing Authority of the City of
Los Angeles (HACLA) earlier this year because of the
unfair trash fees being charged to residents.
Under federal regulations, the residents should
receive a rent credit for the fees. The suit is currently
in mediation and in the downtime, the Public
Housing Committee decided to go door to door
in their communities (currently 8 out of 14 public
housing developments have residents who are
engaged in the Collective) to talk to their neighbors
about the campaign to end trash fees and the class
action lawsuit that is in mediation. They also asked
their neighbors to sign a postcard addressed to
the HACLA Commissioners if they agree that the
trash fees should end. In just a few short weeks, the
Public Housing Committee had collected over 1,000
postcards.
On November 29th, the Public Housing
Committee’s members arrived at a HACLA Board
of Commissioners Meeting to present the postcards
to the commissioners in front of a packed audience.
“We respect your rules, and our neighbors, we expect
you to respect our rights- stop treating us like trash,”
testified Francisco Estrada before the commission as
his Pueblo del Rio neighbor Lucia Sanchez held the
stack of postcards high and proud. “The real power
behind us lays with the 1,000 more residents who
stand with us today,” said Lucia.
While we await the outcome of the lawsuit, the
Collective will continue to engage more residents
and allies. The Committee also plans to move on to
City Hall, to present the Mayor (who is responsible
for appointing the HACLA commissioners) and the
Council with the postcards and ask for their support
in bringing an end to the unjust trash fees.

La Vivienda es un Derecho Humano:
Puestas al dia en la lucha por el derecho
humano a la vivienda en Los Angeles

Anti-Displacement: We Shall Not be Moved
With the coming of new Metro trains come luxury
apartments, fancy hotels, restaurants, pet stores and
GENTRIFICATION. Downtown LA is no stranger to
this pattern, and in the South Central neighborhoods
near USC, the gentrification of the neighborhood did
not await the opening of MTA’s new Expo Line in
April. It was already in progress. The University’s
Master Plan, AEG’s Farmers Field Stadium and
the score of luxury housing (including student)
developments along Figueroa and Flower Streets
are clear indications that the community is quickly
gentrifying and that long term residents are not part
of the plan.
Even so, local residents say they won’t leave without
a fight. On the corner of 30th and Flower St. stands a
103 year old rent controlled building with a history
of resistance. It is home to a tight knit community
of resident activists who have fought to stay in their
homes for years. Five years ago, when their landlord
put up a sign that said their building was “student
housing” and began evicting families one by one, the
tenants fought back and stopped the evictions. Earlier
this fall, Symphony Development, a big developer
of “student housing” in the USC area that says it’s
“positioned” to buy the building to build luxury
student housing, sent “community organizers” to the
residents’ doorsteps to encourage them to leave even
BEFORE the building was officially sold.

In two and a half weeks, the committee’s members
knocked on over 300 doors and held three well
attended neighborhood workshops. “Moving into
December, we have got to maintain the presence
of the tenant movement in our neighborhoods,”
expressed one Boyle Heights resident. “Our neighbors
are hungry for this information and for finding that
outlet to improve the health of our communities
through working together.”

Rent Control Reform
How does rent control protect you? If you don’t know
the answer to that question, you are not alone. In
LA, 56% of extremely low income tenants and 59%
of non-English speaking tenants are unaware of the
protections and rights that they are entitled to under

ESCRITO POR THELMY PEREZ
TRADUCIDO POR ESTHER ALEJANDRO
Vivienda pública

Anti-desplazamiento: No nos moverán

El comité del Colectivo del Derecho Humano a la Vivienda
Pública, un esfuerzo al cual LA CAN contribuye a través
de su organización con los residentes de la vivienda
pública Pueblo del Rio en el centro sur de Los Angeles y
de inquilinos de la Sección 8 en el centro de Los Angeles,
interpusieron una demanda contra la Autoridad de la
Vivienda de Los Angeles (HACLA) a principios del año por
causa de las cuotas injustas cobradas a los residentes por
la basura.

Con la llegada de nuevos trenes metro veloces vienen
los apartamentos de lujo, hoteles fastuosos, restaurantes,
tiendas para animales - GENTRIFICACION. El centro de
Los Angeles no es ajeno a este patrón, y en los vecindarios
del centro sur cerca de USC, la gentrificación del vecindario
no esperó la apertura de la nueva linea Expo del metro
en abril. Ya estaba en progreso. El plan maestro de
la universidad, el estadio Farmer’s Field de AEG y el
montón de viviendas lujosas (incluyendo de estudiantes)
desarrollados alrededor de las calles Figueroa y Flower,
son indicaciones claras de que la comunidad se está
gentrificando rápidamente, y que los residentes de largo
tiempo no son parte de ese plan.

El 29 de noviembre, miembros del comité de vivienda
pública llegaron a una junta plena de comisionados de
HACLA para presentar las tarjetas frente a una audiencia
numerosa “Respetamos sus reglas, y a nuestros vecinos,
esperamos de ustedes que respeten nuestros derechos dejen de tratarnos como basura.” testificó Francisco Estrada
delante de la comisión mientras su vecina de Pueblo del
Rio Lucia Sanchez sostenía las tarjetas en alto y con orgullo.
“El verdadero poder detrás de nosotros esta con los más de
1,000 residentes que están en pie con nosotros hoy,”
dijo Lucia.

the City’s Rent Stabilization Ordinance (a.k.a. Rent
Control). “Not understanding your rights and not
knowing your rights are equally dangerous for our
community,” said Maria Ramos, a member of the
Collective’s RSO Tenant’s Committee. This is why
the RSO Committee, composed of tenants living in
the neighborhoods of South Central, Downtown/Skid
Row and Boyle Heights/East LA agreed to spend the
month of November in each other’s neighborhoods,
knocking on doors and providing other low income
the tenants with information and workshops about
our rights under rent control and the importance of
getting involved in the work of the Collective.

The residents, long time members of the LA Human
Right to Housing Collective, sent a message to the
developer with those organizers: “Let them buy
the building - that does not mean that they can also
buy us.” “Why should we give up OUR affordable
rents, OUR homes, OUR community, OUR right to
enjoy the new public transportation?” asked Nohemi
Armendariz, one of the buildings tenant activists.
“No, we shall not be moved,” she declared along
with her neighbors in an open letter to the City, the
developers and the general public. As we gear up
to defend the tenants’ right to stay, many other lowincome tenants are being threatened in the same way.
We must build resistance.

Mientras esperamos el resultado de la demanda, el colectivo
continuará comprometiendo a más residentes y aliados. El
Comité también planea ir adelante hasta el ayuntamiento,
para presentar al alcalde, quien es responsable de nombrar
a los comisionados de HACLA, y al concilio las tarjetas y
pedirles su apoyo en poner fin a las cuotas injustas a la basura.

Bajo los reglamentos federales, los residentes deben recibir
crédito a la renta por estas cuotas. La demanda está en
mediación y entretanto, el comité de la vivienda pública
decidió ir de puerta en puerta en sus comunidades (al
corriente, 8 de cada 14 proyectos de vivienda pública tienen
residentes que están comprometidos en el colectivo) para
hablarle a sus vecinos acerca de la campaña para terminar
con las cuotas a la basura y la acción de clase que está en
mediación. También pidieron a sus vecinos firmar una
tarjeta postal dirigida a los comisionados de HACLA si
están de acuerdo que las cuotas a la basura deben terminar.
En solo unas cuantas semanas, el comité de vivienda
pública había recogido 1,000 tarjetas.
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Aún así, residentes locales dicen que no se irán sin pelear.
En la esquina de las calles 30 y Flower está un edificio de
control de renta por 103 años, con un historial de resistencia.
Es el hogar de un grupo unido de residentes activistas que
han peleado por permanecer en su hogar por años. Hace
cinco años cuando el administrador puso un cartel diciendo
que el edificio era “vivienda de estudiantes” y comenzó a
desplazar a familias una por una, los inquilinos pelearon
y detuvieron los desplazamientos. A principios de este
otoño, Symphony Development, una compañia grande
que desarrolla “vivienda de estudiantes en el area de USC
que dice que está en posición para comprar el edificio
para construir vivienda de lujo para estudiantes, envió
organizadores comunitarios a las puertas de los residentes
para animarlos a irse ANTES de que el edificio estuviera
oficialmente vendido.
Los residentes, miembros de mucho tiempo del colectivo
de Derecho Humano a la Vivienda de Los Angeles
envió un mensaje a la compañia desarrolladora con esos
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Pueblo Del Rio Community Leader Lucia dropping
off the trash fee postcards at the HACLA Board of
Commissioners Meeting.
organizadores: “Dejenlos comprar el edificio, eso no quiere
decir que también pueden comprarnos a nosotros.” Por qué
vamos a abandonar nuestras rentas costeables, NUESTROS
hogares, NUESTRA comunidad, NUESTRO derecho a
disfrutar la nueva transportación pública?’ preguntó Noemi
Armendariz, una de las activistas del edificio. “No, no nos
moveremos.” ella declaró junto con sus vecinos en una
carta abierta a la ciudad, los desarrolladores y al público en
general. Según nos preparamos para defender el derecho
de los inquilinos a quedarse, muchos otros inquilinos
estan siendo amenazados de la misma manera. Debemos
construir la resistencia.
Reforma al Control de Renta
¿Cómo le protege el control de renta? Si no sabe la respuesta
a esa pregunta, no está solo(a). En Los Angeles, 56% de
los inquilinos de rentas extremadamente bajas y 59% de
inquilinos que no hablan inglés no están al tanto de las
protecciones y derechos que tienen bajo la ordenanza de
estabilización de renta (también conocido como control
de renta). “El no entender sus derechos y no conocer
sus derechos son igualmente peligrosos para nuestra
comunidad,” dijo Maria Ramos, miembro del Comité del
Colectivo RSO de Inquilinos. Es por eso que el comité RSO,
compuesto de inquilinos viviendo en los vecindarios del
Centro Sur, el Centro de Los Angeles/Skid Row y Boyle
Heights/Este de Los Angeles, acordaron pasar el mes de
noviembre en los vecindarios de cada uno, tocando a las
puertas y proveyendo a otros inquilinos de bajos recursos
información y talleres acerca de nuestros derechos bajo el
control de renta, y de la importancia de envolverse en el
trabajo del colectivo.
En dos semanas y media, los miembros del comité
tocaron en más de 300 puertas y sostuvieron tres talleres
en el vecindario con buena asistencia.”Moviendo hacia
diciembre, tenemos que mantener la presencia del
movimiento de inquilinos en nuestros vecindarios.” expresó
un residente de Boyle Heights, “nuestros vecinos están
hambrientos de esta información y encontrando esa salida
a mejorar la salud de nuestras comunidades a través de
trabajar en conjunto.”
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CIVIL RIGHTS

Communities Demand Full
Transparency and End to Civil
Liberties and Privacy Violations
WRITTEN BY HAMID KAHN

Over a hundred community members surrounded the Los Angeles Regional Fusion
Spy Center on Thursday, December 13 in
Norwalk to demand an end to invasion of
privacy, assault on civil liberties, and waste
of public resources. Several people were
surrounded by LA sheriffs and private security, and threatened with arrest as people
marched inside chanting “What are you
Hiding!” At one point the whole building
literally locked down. This action was the
latest for the coalition, which over the last
year has built steady opposition to LAPD’s
role in facilitating spying and secret data
collection of lawful activities.
“LAPD Special Order 1 and iWATCH allow the routine use of innocent activity, like
taking pictures or using binoculars, and
many other activities, to open formal police
investigations without one’s knowledge.
They systematically invade privacy and
violate our civil liberties,” said Jim Lafferty,
Executive Director of the National Lawyers
Guild and member of the Stop LAPD Spying Coalition.
On October 3, the United States Senate
Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs, released a highly
critical report on Fusion Centers, calling
it “Waste at State and Local Intelligence
Fusion Centers” (Full report available at

Homeless Folks Fighting
for a Bill of Rights
WRITTEN BY GENERAL DOGON

In early December, CA Assemblymember
Tom Ammiano (D-San Francisco), along
with the Western Regional Advocacy Project
(WRAP), Western Center for Law and Poverty, and the Los Angeles Community Action
Network (LA CAN), introduced a Homeless
Person’s Bill of Rights and Fairness Act (The
Act).
In late June 2012, the State of Rhode Island
became the first in the United States to adopt
a statewide homeless people’s bill of rights.
Building off the community organizing efforts that led to this success, homeless people
organizations around the U.S., like WRAP and
LA CAN, have begun working on similar bills
in their own states. California’s bill is the first
since Rhode Island’s success to be introduced
to a State legislature.
There have always been laws on the books,
usually municipal codes, which either protect or punish homeless residents. However,
over the last few years, there have been an
overwhelming amount of state and local laws
that are increasingly criminalizing the lives
of homeless individuals - laws aimed toward
vagrancy, loitering, sitting and lying on public
property, etc.

Members of the Stop LAPD Spying Coalition, including Youth Justice Coalition, LA CAN, and the Bus
Riders Union, demonstrating outside the Norwalk Fusion Spy Center.

http://stoplapdspying.org/category/campaign_news).
The Senate report said that after spending
almost $1.4 Billion “Fusion centers intelligence reporting was often flawed, irrelevant
or useless, and inappropriate or unrelated
to terrorism.” The report further exposed
“civil liberties intrusions and potentially illegal reports about constitutionally protected activity” and that “in some cases Fusion
Centers lack adequate financial oversight
and failed to hold officials accountable who
reportedly violated guidelines.”
The senate subcommittee report confirms
the Stop LAPD Spying Coalition’s deep
concern with the Los Angeles Police Department’s flawed Suspicious Activity Reporting
(SAR) program. LAPD is a leading law enforcement agency which shares information
“California has a long history of using discriminatory laws to keep ‘undesirable’ people
out of public places and to hide our bigger
social problems. From the Ugly Laws of the
mid-19th century—which made it a crime to
have a visible disability in public—through
the anti-Okie law of the Great Depression—
which made it a crime for poor people to enter
the state—up through the present, both state
and local governments have used these laws
to punish or conceal poor people,” said Paul
Boden, Organizing Director of WRAP. “But as
long as these laws have existed, there’s been
resistance. Every single one of those laws has
been struck down. We’re introducing this bill
of rights because we believe that the time has
come to address the wrongs and most importantly stop them from ever happening again.”
These laws not only segregate and discriminate, but they often reinforce (or at times
serve as the foundation of) society’s negative
perception of the homeless. This leads to the
homeless being criminalized on a daily basis
for their social and mental status rather than
their behavior. And now, with homelessness
on the rise due to failed governmental policies and cuts in social programs and housing,
there are more and more people on the streets
who are having their rights violated.
This is why WRAP moved quickly to create a homeless bill of rights in California. LA
CAN and their WRAP counterparts in places
like Portland, Seattle and the Bay Area, conducted over 800 surveys concerning homeless
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with the Los Angeles Area Fusion Center,
one of the largest in the country, located in
Norwalk, CA. Since March 2008, pursuant
to Special Order (SO) 1 and iWATCH program, LAPD has opened and sent thousands
of secret files to the Norwalk location.
Jamie Rae Garcia, a registered nurse and
member of the coalition said “The senate
report on fusion centers confirm that LAPD
Suspicious Activity Reporting amount to a
waste of precious public resources during a
time of economic crisis, when critical services are being cut back, homelessness is on the
rise and education is being gutted.”
We need to continue building our movement to stop them. To learn more about the
campaign to stop Special Order 1, visit:
http://stoplapdspying.org/.

people’s interactions with law enforcement.
82% of the survey respondents had been
hassled by law enforcement for sleeping. 78%
had interactions with law enforcement simply
because they’d been hanging out in a public
space.
The Act would guarantee homeless people’s
freedom from discrimination in law enforcement, employment, housing and shelter, and
public benefits. It protects people’s right to use
public space, to keep personal property, and
to engage in life-sustaining activities. It also
guarantees people the right to legal counsel in
any case where they’re being prosecuted.
“These are basic rights that allow all people to
stay alive and engage in a democratic society,” said Paula Lomazzi from the Sacramento
Homeless Organizing Committee. “Things
most of us get to take for granted, but which
remain a daily challenge for many of the poorest members of our communities.”
The next step is to get as many people and
organizations involved in pushing this bill
through the State legislature. LA CAN has
sign-on letters that organizations and individuals can sign and send to representatives. We
encourage everyone to get involved - especially since we live in the homeless capital of
the nation, Skid Row. We need this bill so that
people can start respecting and treating homeless individual like every other resident of this
country.
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Play Fair at Farmers Field
Coalition Challenges
AEG and Wins
Out-of-Court Settlement
WRITTEN BY WESLEY WALKER

In early November, and after a year-and-a-half
campaign, the Play Fair at Farmers Field Coalition (Coalition) agreed to terms with developer
AEG over a lawsuit filed by the Coalition over
the proposed Downtown Football Stadium
and Convention Center Modernization project.
While plans for the stadium still move forward,
this agreement does represent a victory for residents of South LA, Pico-Union, and Downtown
who fought hard to ensure that their voice and
health are protected throughout the stadium
development process.
In exchange for dropping the lawsuit, the Coalition negotiated strongly for community health
programs and public processes, which were
recommended by impacted residents during
the public approval process over the past six
months or so, but were largely ignored by the
City. These negotiated measures will go towards
addressing the potentially negative impacts
that might result from the construction of the
stadium, including the loss of affordable housing, housing displacement, increased traffic, and
pollution.
Here are a few details of the final negotiated
settlement:
- $15 million Housing Trust Fund to preserve
and create extremely low-income housing in
South LA, Pico-Union, and Downtown L.A.;
- $1.9 million for air quality and bus rider improvements, to be identified by the communities;
- $300,000 for a team, consisting of a housing
organizer and a promotora, to focus on tenant
rights and improving housing conditions for at
least three years of work, concentrated in area
within a two-mile radius of the stadium;
- Supplements to the neighborhood park commitment, including additional funds and community planning and design processes;

Anti-Hunger Advocates
Gather at City Hall and
Demand an End to the
Criminalization
WRITTEN BY DEBORAH BURTON

Hunger Action L.A. held its annual day of
action on Thursday, November 1. The day
began with many LA CAN members meeting
at 10:00am and marching to L.A. City Hall to
meet up with anti-hunger organizations from
across the city to call on Mayor Villaraigosa,
the City Council and LAPD to stop the ongoing criminalization of vendors, urban gardeners, food distributors (also known as “street
feeders”) and all others who are fighting
hunger in their communities.
“All of these activities – growing, selling,
distributing food – represent our control
over what we eat and our efforts to be selfsufficient,” said Hunger Action LA’s Frank
Tamborello. “For too long, we’ve let large
corporations determine what we buy to east
and let government stop us from creating our
own food economy, as well as hide the problem of hunger by pressuring charities not to
feed people in public. This is a small first step
to reclaiming sovereignty over our food.”
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- Neighborhood improvement plans for South
LA, Pico-Union, and Downtown Los Angeles, with funding for improvements identified through community processes;
- Establishment of a two-year pilot project
regarding transit and transportation plans for
stadium attendees;
- Requirement that the City’s living wage will be
the minimum for all on-site jobs;
- Establishing that 40% of all local hires in permanent jobs will be prioritized for “disadvantaged” workers;
- Establishing access for very-small street vendors to the plaza and public spaces on event
days;
- Numerous community input and notification
processes for public safety impacts, construction
impacts, and other concerns;
“This settlement agreement goes a long way
towards protecting the health and well-being of
the impacted residents living near the proposed
project,” said Barbara Schultz, Legal Aid Foundation Attorney of Los Angeles (LAFLA), who
helped work on the settlement.
This settlement represents a lot of the hard work
done by members of the Play Fair at Farmers
Field Coalition, which includes Los Angeles Community Action Network (LA CAN),
LAFLA, Physicians for Social Responsibility,
and a number of impacted residents from South
LA, Pico-Union, and Downtown Los Angeles.
Residents first came together in March of 2011,
during a scoping meeting for the proposed
project to make sure that there was community
participation in the process. After forming the
Coalition in the fall of 2011, the group then took
action when AEG released an insufficient 10,000
page Environmental Impact Report (EIR) that,
amongst other things, failed to even acknowledge the impact that the stadium would have on
housing in the area.
To address the many inaccuracies and insufficient mitigation measures in the EIR, the Coalition worked with Human Impact Partners on a
Health Impact Assessment. This action provided
actual impacted residents the opportunity to
address their concerns around housing, public
safety, and public space; further, to have those

concerns validated by data, research and community surveys; and, finally, allow residents to
create recommendations on how any negative
impacts of the stadium could be addressed.
Residents presented the results of the research
and information to the public, and at Stadium
Ad Hoc and City Council meetings. However,
despite compelling arguments and proof, the
City Council voted unanimously to approve the
stadium project in October of 2012 with little to
no changes to the proposed plan.
But what elected officials did not have the courage or will to do, residents and the Coalition did
themselves - doing the job that the City Council
should have done. Soon after council approval,
the Coalition filed a lawsuit against the State of
California on a piece of legislation that granted
AEG special privilege during the California
Environmental Quality Act process.
This pressured AEG to bring the Coalition back
to the negotiation table and gave Play Fair at
Farmers Field the leverage to negotiate a settlement that would benefit and protect the health
of impacted residents in the areas surrounding
the project site.
This struggle and victory represent what can
happen when residents come together to challenge big business and developers that often
control the policy decisions of elected officials. In
many ways, this campaign followed LA CAN’s
Share the Wealth principles. By organizing and
fighting for a Downtown for ALL residents, a
relatively small group of individuals were able
to take on the biggest developer in Downtown
Los Angeles. The Coalition came away with a
negotiated agreement that included demanded
solutions to identified concerns with almost $20
million in necessary funding secured.
So, as we end the year and look forward to
2013, let’s not forget that the power of organized
community residents can and do lead to desired
change. When we come together, strategize, and
dedicate ourselves to the work, there is not an
elected official or developer that can stop us from
protecting and improving our communities.

As an alternative to the criminalization, the
large group presented a number of policy
initiative and solutions:
1. The expansion of the list “approved” street
plantings so that its legal to grow spinach,
chard and other food along city parkways,
median and bus stop.
2. The protection of the right of nonprofits,
community gardens, churches and food banks
to officially distribute free food to the homeless and families in need-without harassment
to impunity.
3. The creation of a street vendor licensing
program, so that we can enjoy locally sourced,
legal street food-taco, sidewalk food stands
for hotdogs, fresh fruits, cupcakes, etc Just
like NYC and Chicago.
The broad coalition, consisting of Hunger
Action LA, East LA Community Corporation,
W.O.R.K S. (Women Organizing Resources,
Knowledge and Services) and LA CAN, are
now strategizing on how they will work
together to achieve these policy solutions in
2013.
To learn how you can get involved in the fight
to end hunger in L.A., please come to an LA
CAN Team Food meeting, which are usually
held the first and third Thursdays of every
month at 10:30am.
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Anti-Hunger Advocates and Organizers outside City
Hall demanding end an the the criminalization of
food providers, vendors, and urban gardeners.
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IT’S TIME TO BREAK BREAD
AND SHARE THE WEALTH!

Continued from page 1

At the first breakfast, Deborah Burton, Leonard
Woods, and other LA CAN members were able
to speak with Eric Garcetti as he exited through
the back. He accepted our invitation. The following week, we attempted to give an invitation to Jan
Perry as she exited in the back alley. Perry refused
to even take the letter, sarcastically telling Karl Scott
and other LA CAN members that they needed to
drop off the invite at her office. She went “90210”
on us, acting like she’s too good to even stop to talk
to Po’ residents, let alone meet with us. Members
did bring the invite to the Council office, but as of
press time we have received no response. At the
last breakfast, a group of LA CAN members were
able to deliver the invite to Wendy Greuel and her
staff later contacted LA CAN about scheduling a
breakfast with her.
The community Share the Wealth breakfast discussion with Councilmember and Mayoral candidate
Eric Garcetti was held at the James Wood Center
on 5th and San Julian Streets on November 14.
We had a packed room of interested community
members and a panel of LA CAN members that
presented the Share the Wealth platform to Mr.
Garcetti and the broader community. Since CCA’s
Downtown 2020 plan doesn’t speak for us and,
in fact, causes harm to us, LA CAN updated our
Share the Wealth vision to include:
NO DISPLACEMENT: No one should be forced
out of their own community, especially low income
tenants and homeless residents with few, if any,
other options.
INCREASE AFFORTABLE HOUSING: Downtown LA desperately needs more affordable housing, especially for homeless and other extremely
low-income people.

CREATE EMPLOYMENT AND WEALTHBUILDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR THOSE
MOST IN NEED: Low-income residents should
have priority access to jobs and other economic opportunities created in Downtown LA.
INCREASE GREEN SPACE, INCLUDING
PARKS AND COMMUNITY GARDENS, AND
ENSURE IT IS ACCESSIBLE TO EVERYONE:
Existing park and other public green space must be
accessible to everyone.
PREVENT THE CRIMINALIZATION OF POVERTY: Since 2006, the Safer Cities Initiative and
other punitive policies by LAPD and BIDs have
unfairly criminalized homeless residents, other
extremely low income residents and people of
color, street vendors, and low-income visitors to
downtown.
ENSURE ACCESSIBLE, AFFORDABLE, AND
EFFECTIVE PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION: Lowincome people remain the large majority of transit
riders in Los Angeles and must be a priority. Plans
and new projects should reflect their priorities and
needs.
After the community presentation of these points,
Councilmember Garcetti responded with comments. He was generally supportive of the platform overall and talked about his past work in
many of the issue areas. Before opening for questions from all attendees, LA CAN member Wesley
Walker asked specific questions about support for
more affordable housing and resources like 24/7
restrooms in our community, as well as whether
Garcetti would end the Safer Cities Initiative. He
agreed to the housing and services, but said the
Safer Cities issue would require further review and
consideration. Other than not getting an agreement to “call the dogs off us,” the meeting went
really well and there was a lot of respectful dialogue about our community’s issues and questions.
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Brother JoJo, who was in attendance, commented,
“First, I believe Eric will make a decent mayor,
but like any other politician they might say one
thing but do another. We’ll see what happens, but
nevertheless we’ll hold him accountable to what he
committed to doing.”
As we have been doing since July, LA CAN will
continue to challenge the CCA’s racist and exclusionary Downtown 2020 plan in as many public
settings as possible. From demonstrations at their
front door, to more educational materials about
their plan, and our Share the Wealth vision for a
Downtown that includes EVERYONE – we won’t
stop until low-income residents have equal or more
power and influence than the CCA.
The moral to this story is that we the community must hold our elected officials, the business
community, and others accountable to long-time
low-income residents. Po’ folks have just as much
of a right to access public space, opportunities to
build wealth, and the ability to remain and thrive in
the Downtown community as the yuppies and the
rich do. We need to continue to organize ourselves,
stand up, and keep sending out messages that
we’re going to hold them accountable to us.
Jan Perry has a responsibility to us -- she needs to
meet with us and hear our issues and concerns. She
cannot refuse to meet with us while she redirects
millions of our dollars away from Skid Row and
towards billion-dollar developers. The CCA has a
responsibility to not damage and harm us as they
pave the way for their 1% developer members.
They need to call off the demands for more police and more criminalization and support much
needed housing. Their current plans and actions
are not acceptable and we’re going to fight back!
Join the civil rights committee every Monday at
1:00 PM to get involved in this urgent campaign.
ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE!

Word in the Hood
The L.A. Mayoral Election is just around the corner. LA CAN recently hosted a breakfast and forum in Skid Row
with Councilmember and Mayoral Candidate Eric Garcetti to ask what he would do as Mayor to serve and
improve the lives the Skid Row residents. We will continue to pressure candidates Jan Perry, Wendy Greuel, and
Kevin James to do the same.
If you had the chance, what would ask these candidates?
What are the most important community issues for these potential mayors to address?

Efrain

Dan

Sandra

Abdul

“What are you
going to do about
all the medical
dispensaries that
are closed near
Skid Row?
Where is all the
extremely lowincome housing?”

“Would you
change the L.A.
City Charter to
have the
Inspector General
on the Police
Commission
elected instead of
being appointed by
the Mayor?”

“I would ask the
mayoral candidates
what can be accomplished to stop the
violence and
mistreatment of the
people in Skid Row.
Also, can more
housing and decent
shelters with reliable
staff be made
available for people?”

“Several weeks ago a bill
was introduced to raise the
sales tax so that Council
could fill the $400 million
dollar budget gap. This tax
would affect the poor more
than any other population.
The members of council
who are running for mayor,
can you guarantee us that
once you become mayor you
won’t support or introduce
the same or similar
legislation?”
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Tiempo de partir el pan y compartir
la riqueza!
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Viene de la página 1
En el primer desayuno, Deborah Burton, Leomard
Woods, y otros miembros de LA CAN pudieron
hablar con Eric Garcetti a su salida por detrás. El aceptó nuestra invitación. La semana diguiente, intentamos darle una invitación a Jan Parry cuando salía por
detrás. Perry rehusó aún de tomar la carta, sarcasticamente diciendole a Karl Scott y a otros miembros de
LA CAN que debían dejar la invitación en su oficina.
Se puso “90210”con nosotros, actuando como que ella
es demasiado buena para siquiera detenerse a hablar
con residentes pobres, cuanto menos juntarse con mosotros. Los miembros llevaron la invitación a la oficina
del concejo, pero al momento de esta redacción no
hemos recibido respuesta. En el 163limo desayuno,
un grupo de miembros de LA CAN lograron entregar
la invitación a Wendy Greuel y su personal se comunicó con LA CAN más tarde acerca de planear un
desayuno con ella.
El desayuno-discusión “Comparta la riquieza” con el
concejal y candidato a alcalde Eric Garcetti se llevó a
efecto en el Centro James Woods en la calle 5 y San Julian el 14 de noviembre. Tuvimos un salón repleto de
miembros de la comunidad interesados y un panel de
miembros de LA CAN quienes presentaron la plataforma de “Comparta la riqueza” con el señor Garcetti
y la comunidad en pleno. Ya que el plan Centro 2020
de la CCA no habla por nosotros y, de hecho, causa
daños a nosotros, LA CAN puso al día su visión de
“Conparta la riqueza” para incluir:
Cero desplazamiento: A nadie se le debe forzar fuera
de su comunidad, especialmente inquilinos de bajos
ingresos y desamparados, con pocas, si algunas, otras
opciones
Aumento de vivendas costeables: El centro de Los
Angeles necesita más vivienda costeable especialmente para los desamparados y otros residentes de
extremadamente bajos ingresos.
Crear empleo y oportunidades de construir oportunidades de ganancia para los más necesitados: Los
residentes de bajos ingresos deben tener prioridad de
acceso a empleos y otras oportunidades económicas
creadas en el Centro de Los Angeles.
Aumentar los espacios verdes, incluyendo parques y
jardines comunitarios, y asegurar que sea accesible
para todos: Los parques existentes y otros espacios
verdes deben ser accesibles para todos.
Prevenir la criminalización de la pobreza: Desde
el 2006, la Iniciative de Ciudades Seguras y otras
politicas punitivas de LAPD y BID han criminalizado

DWAC Takes Back the Night
WRITTEN BY LIZZY DUTTON

On October 25, the Downtown Women’s Action
Coalition (DWAC), which includes LA CAN and
the Downtown Women’s Center, held its annual
Take Back the Night. Wearing purple shirts and
holding signs, women and men of Downtown
marched through the streets to rally for an end to
violence against women. Loud chanting throughout the march, such as “Women, unite! Take back
the night!” and “Wherever we go, however we
dress, no means no, yes means yes!” drew attention throughout the neighborhood, but it was the
quiet moments at the pit stops along the way where
women and men shared their powerful stories and
poems. These moments showed the community
that there is a safe place to talk about their experiences and that woman and men will be heard.
Take Back the Night is a nationally recognized
event. The first march in the United States was on
November 4, 1978 in San Francisco as a protest of
rape and pornography. The name, “Take Back the
Night,” protests the violence women face when
they walk in public at night. But the rally is about
much more. Take Back the Night is a rally that not
only speaks out against the violence, but raises
community awareness to prevent future violence.
While focused on violence against women, the
protest encompasses all kinds of violence and victims, inviting men to share their stories too.
In fact, many men in the Skid Row community

LA CAN member Wesley Walker asks Councilmember Eric Garcetti (bottom left) a question ;
Miembro de LA CAN Wesley Walker pide una pregunta a Eric Garcetti.
injustamente a residentes desa,parados, otros residentes de extremadamente bajos ingresos, y gente de
color, vendedores ambulantes, y visitantes de bajos
recursos al Centro.
Asegurar transportación pública accesible, costeable,
y efectiva: La gente de bajos ingresos continúa siendo
la gran mayoría de los pasajeros en Los Angeles y deben ser una prioridad. Los planes y nuevos proyectos
deben reflejar sus prioridades y necesidades.
Después de la presentación de estos puntos, el concejal Garcetti respondió con comentarios. En general,
apoyó la plataforma y habló acerca de su trabajo
pasado en muchas de las areas del asunto. Antes de
responder a las preguntas de los asistentes. el miembro de LA CAN, Wesley Walker hizo preguntas
específicas acerca de apoyo a más vivienda costeable, y recursos tales como inodoros 24/7 en nuestra comunidad,así como si Garcetti pondría fin a la
Iniciativa de Ciudades Seguras. El estuvo de acuerdo
con la vivienda y servicios, pero dijo que el asunto
de las ciudades seguras necesitaría mayor revisión y
consideración. Fuera de no alcanzar un acuerdo de
“apartarnos de los perros”, la junta procedió bien y
hubo mucho diálogo respetuoso acerca de asuntos y
preguntas en nuestra comunidad. El hermano JoJo,
quien estaba presente, comentó, “Primeramente, creo
que Eric la hará de alcalde, pero como cualquier otro
político dirán una cosa pero harán otra. Veremos lo
que pase, pero aún así lo hacemos responsable por lo
que se ha comprometido a hacer.”
Como lo hemos hecho desde julio, LA CAN continu-

showed up as allies for our Take Back the Night.
A few men spoke about the importance of men’s
participation in the conversation about gender violence. Having allies, both men and women, sends
the message that gender violence is something that
affects the whole community, not just individuals.
Showing victims of violence that they are not alone
is the soul of the rally - that there is a community
and an existing network of support. Chauntel
a member of LA CAN who came to the event,
explained the importance of the rally: “I went
because I was a victim of domestic violence for 6
years and I think that it’s really nice that people
care about the domestic violence victims.”
Men in the community showed solidarity by participating in the event. “It’s an important event for
men to get involved with the women’s struggle,”
said Walter, a member of LA CAN. Men came
out for other reasons too. Dwayne, who attended
the event in an attempt to educate himself about
the issue, saw listening to women’s stories and
participating as a way to understand the realities
of violence within the community. Joe, a longtime
member of the community who has participated
in Take Back the Night for 6 years, explained how
Take Back the Night has gained momentum: “You
can see the improvement because this is the biggest one we’ve had. It’s growing in numbers and
the message is getting out there. Men are becoming more aware and supporting.”
The march ended at the Downtown Women’s
Center for an open-mic session to open up the conversation and reflect on the night. Brave women
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ará desafiando el plan racista y exclusionario de CCA,
Centro 2020 en tantas plataformas públicas posibles,
Desde las demostraciones en sus puertas de frente,
hasta más material educativo acerca de su pan, y
nuestra vision “Comparta la riqueza” para un cenrro
que incluya a TODO EL MUNDO - no nos detendremos hasta que los residentes de bajos ingresos tengan
poder e influencia igual o mayor que la CCA.
La moraleja de este cuento es que nosotros la comunidad debemos pedir cuentas de nuestros oficiales
electos, la comunidad de negocios, y otros responsables a los residentes de largo tiempo y de bajos
ingresos. Los pobres tienen tanto derecho de acceso
a espacios públicos, oportunidades de crear riqueza, y
la habilidad de permanecer y prosperar en la comunidad del centro, como lo hacen los ‘yuppies’ y los ricos.
Necesitamos continuar organizándonos, ponernos de
pie, y continuar enviando mensajes de que les vamos
a pedirles cuentas. Jan Perry tiene una responsabilidad con nosotros - necesita reunirse con nosotros
y escuchar nuestros asuntos y preocupaciones. Ella
no se puede negar a reunirse con nosotros mientras
dirige millones de nuestros dolares fuera de Skid Row
y hacia desarrolladores billonarios, La CCA tiene una
responsabilidad de no afectarnos y hacernos daño
mientras echan la calzasa para el 1% de sus miembreos desarrolladores.Necesitan cesar su llamado a más
policias y más criminalización y apoyar la vivienda
muy necesaria. Sus plabes actuales no son aceptables
y vamos a pelear! Unase al comité de derechos civiles
todos los lunes a la 1:00 P.M. para envolverse en esta
campaña urgente. TODO PODER A LA GENTE.

stepped up in front of a crowd and spoke about
their experiences. There was music, poetry, spoken word, rap, and storytelling. The Downtown
Women’s Center provided refreshments for participants, ending the night in a powerful reflection
and space for those who want to be heard.
“Women should know how to take care of themselves and make sure they can help themselves,”
said Lydia, a volunteer and member of LA CAN.
“…to not be scared to talk about problems in their
lives. Especially in relationships it is hard to understand what’s wrong and what’s right. It’s important to know people are there to help.”

DWAC members and supporters gather outside of
LA CAN before marching throughout Skid Row with
chants of “Wherever we go, however we dress, no
means no, yes means yes!”
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COMMUNITY
WRITTEN BY WALTER FEARS

According to media reports (by the likes of Ryan
Villancourt, LA Downtown News, Steve Lopez,
LA Times), Councilmembers (like Jan Perry, Herb
Wesson), LAPD (Deon Joseph and Horace Grant
of Central Division), and Hollywood (The Soloist, Pras of The Fugees), Skid Row residents can
be best described as a “group of drug-addled
criminals, abandoned single women, low-income,
illiterate, untrained, and useless human beings” that Skid Row is made up of “transients” living off
society’s “good will,” and that at any time “those
people” could just pick up and go back to where
they come from and all is well.
Skid Row has the highest concentration of homelessness in the entire U.S. On any given night
people can be found sleeping in makeshift “cardboard condos”, camping in tents, or lying about
wrapped in blankets or whatever else is available.
Made up of the largest community inhabitants in
recovery, it also has the highest concentration of
people re-entering society after having been incarcerated, and it is one of the last remaining areas
for redevelopment for low-income housing in the
entire city.
The official boundaries are 3rd St. to 7th St. from
North to South and Alameda St. to Main St. from
East to West. Within this 50 square block area are
the Warehouse District, Produce District, Seafood
District, Jewelry District, Financial District, Old
Bank District (Gallery Row), Toy District, Arts District; low-income residential housing (Skid Row
Housing Trust, SRO Corporation, the Alexandria
Hotel, Hayward Hotel, Ballington Plaza, etc.).
In terms of social service providers, there’s LAMP,
Hippie Kitchen, UCEPP, St. Vincent’s, Downtown
Women Center, JWCH, Weingart Foundation,
Fred Jordan Mission, Union Rescue Mission, The
Midnight Mission, the VOA). It is also home to
Central Division, one the most powerful LAPD
divisions, which does not house detainees due to
the sophistication of its weaponry/technology (i.e.
Rescue/Bomb Squad, METRO, SWAT, Tactical
Response Team, HazMat, Helicopter units). This
division is also home to the Safer Cities Initiative,
which has brought an additional 150+ officers to
Skid Row since 2006. According to local organizer
General Dogon, this makes “Skid Row the most
occupied area on U.S. soil.”
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OPINION
articles that I felt reflected issues that were directly
impacting me as a resident of Skid Row. The first,
titled “Drumming”, was about the 1st Amendment
Right to Free Speech and how LAPD Central Division (and specifically Senior Lead Officer Deon
Joseph) has prohibited local drummers from playing at their own parks and sidewalks by enforcing
an archaic LAMC noise ordinance that deals with
decibels, and how the drummers were hounded,
had their drums confiscated, and were eventually
jailed. Today, they are still prohibited.
“Redistricting”, the second article, discussed the
parameters of the 9th District being taken over by
the 14th and its potential impact on Skid Row and
how “gerrymandering” and “back-room deals”
basically ruin the process for the average citizen.
Well, we all know the results of that: Jose Huizar’s
14th swallowed the majority of the 9th; Jan Perry
is running for mayor; Herb Wesson is the new “H.
N. I. C.” as the Council President; and Skid Row is
“ground zero!”
“Gardening” was written to let residents know that
there are alternatives to the likes of the Green Apple
Market - where, despite the owner promising EBT
machines, 4 years later there is no EBT machines
in any of his multiple stores. It was about how we
can become more self-sufficient in our own diet and
eating habits by getting involved with organizations that offer classes in gardening, which lead to
empowered and healthy individuals.
And now the last of the series is entitled “COMMUNITY”, and it’s about how all the previous
articles come together to make and form the compelling argument that the time has come to write
our own story - to define who and what we are;
to speak our truth; to stand our ground against
gentrification, LAPD’s SCI, the media, Hollywood,
and councilmembers. It’s about letting the world
know that we are connected to this city’s rich history and that we will remain a vibrant, outspoken
voice for those who know pain, suffering, and
loss because we are all one - we are all connected
through this thing called community.
Community, in the broadest sense, is fellowship. It only exists amongst people who are free
enough to share, secure enough to get along, and
motivated enough to take part in a group (out of
a fulfillment of ones’ own personal needs). Webster’s Dictionary defines community as “a small
territorial division of people conversing together
spiritually and confidentially.”

Several months ago I started a four part series of

What defines, makes up, and re-establishes the no-

It’s Only My Opinion, but...

AEG? They alone would be the big benefactors
of this trolley folley. When rents and the prices
of goods and services rise to pay for it, it will be
us, not AEG, that will feel the pinch.

WRITTEN BY AL SABO

It’s only my opinion, but....
L.A. Mayor’s Race: Both Wendy Greuel and
Eric Garcetti appear to be the best choices for
mayor. The other candidates in the race are too
connected with big business (and AEG). Due
to the terrible fiscal dilemma faced by the City,
my choice for mayor is our fiscally responsible
controller Wendy Greuel. However, a vote for
either would be a good choice.
Public Enemy No. 1: Grover Norquist, an opportunist who exploits the middle-class and
lower-class with his no tax pledges and manipulates donations from the wealthy to advance
himself and his agenda.
Fiscal Cliff: The Republicans will let the country go over the cliff by not allowing for Bush
tax breaks for the rich to expire. If voters turn
out in large numbers for the midterm elections,
maybe they will finally pay for their spoiledlittle-rich-kid mentality.
Lakers: Give D’Antoni a chance, but not hiring
Phil Jackson when he was available was the
biggest mistake this legendary organization
ever made.
Street Car: What a waste. Could it be that
Councilmember Huizar takes his orders from

Gun Control: If no one could possess a gun, a
la New York City, maybe innocent, unarmed
citizens wouldn’t be shot by the cops when
they were reaching for their waist band. What
excuse would the police have then?
Killer Cops: Any Police officer who shoots and
kills an unarmed suspect should lose his job
and be charged with (at least) manslaughter.
Public toilets: Not providing toilets for citizens
because some may use them to do their drugs
is inhumane and a bigger crime than what they
are trying to stop. Here’s an idea: instead of
having 100 additional cops writing infraction
tickets in Skid Row, install 33 additional toilets
in the area and assign one cop to patrol each
one. Compared to what these SCI cops do now,
it would be a great improvement. Gee, 24-hour
access to a toilet, what a novel idea.
Pershing Square: It has always been a respite
for the homeless and a retreat for both businessmen and tourists. But now the Park Supervisor claims the park is not for the homeless.
She’s tried to force security at the park to confiscate personal property of the homeless. But
due to the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals, both
police and security officers refuse to follow
her orders. Now, she has (at least temporarily)
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tion of our community, our mutual co-operation,
our communication between different people?
There are many things that are important to the
formation and maintenance of relationships, but
it is through interaction with one another that we
develop community.
I arrived here on Skid Row broken, physically
beat, emotionally wrecked, mentally exhausted,
spiritually drained, and alone. Yet it was through
the acknowledgement of my own sufferings - in
my many attempts to heal myself - that I came
to deeply respect the process of true listening for
and to the needs of other people. I realized that
something we all share in common allows us to
become more tolerant, reciprocal, and trusting of
one another. This is what makes us a community:
our common values (personal, social ethics, moral
virtues), sameness in habits, and, in the case of the
Skid Row community, the failure of the “American
Dream”.
We understand that there comes a time when the
joining together of others forms unity and cooperation. This comes about through the understanding that we cannot go on without depending
on somebody else and that it is in this interdependence, in this community, that the power lies.
The first law of nature is self-preservation. By
pooling our own talents and our resources, we
can create employment and business opportunities for ourselves and our community. Through
communing, channeling, coming together, we
begin to formulate plans and develop systems of
how and what we can do to solve our own problems. By putting aside our differences and forming
a common front to fight for our basic needs, we
gain recognition and respect - just like any other
community - because we all know that the system
doesn’t change. It’s only the faces of the system
that change.
There is an old proverb that simply says “Many
hands make work light.” Here in this community,
in the community of Skid Row, we have artists,
musicians, teachers, lawyers, carpenters, and
organizers. People from all walks of life, shades
and colors live here. Social, religious, and economic status mean nothing on the ‘Row. One can
only lead those who follow, and someone can only
follow you at a certain pace. So you modify your
pace in order to encourage full participation in
attaining those goals. We need the collaboration
and participation of each other. It is about taking
what we do best, and doing it for others in our
community.

removed the benches, chairs and umbrellas in
the park while closing off bench areas. Pershing
Square is no longer a park, but a battleground.
The City should fire Louise before L.A. gets
sued for discrimination against the homeless.
Where are you, ACLU?
American Worker: Will never agree to the
draconian cuts to Medicare and Social Security
proposed within the Republican budget. What
Republicans call entitlements, I call basic human rights!
Social Security: People who make more than
$103,000 annually only pay social security on
that amount. By raising or even lifting the dollar cap, Social Security would remain solvent
forever. Why should I pay my 6-8 percent of
my paycheck to Social Security while millionaires don’t even pay 1% to the safety net? What
shape would our economy be in without this
safety net? Even the wealthy would suffer if
the Republicans dismantle it. Only the super
wealthy would survive.
Republican Budget Plan: It’s reverse Robin
Hood. Steal from the poor and give more to the
rich - Balanced on the backs of the poor.
Capitalism: No longer works for all because of
individual and corporate greed. Vulture capitalism is un-American.
These are only my personal opinions. If you want
to agree with or counter these positions, send your
comments to The Community Connection, Attn: Al
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Day 93 at FuerzaHernandez
WRITTEN BY ULISES HERNANDEZ
Editor’s Note: At the time of publishing, FuerzaHernandez was still going strong after 110+ days.

Today is day 93 at FuerzaHernandez. Today I feel
inspired to write. As I sit in the living room of the
house, in the center of the action, people walk in
and people walk out. With every opening of the
door comes a breeze of cold air - with it comes
music, sounds of a guitar and a ukulele. FuerzaHernandez is the name of the newly built wall that
surrounds supporters and a family. “Regaining
control of government, of, for and by the people” is
the message of the mural on the wall. Even though
the two previous walls were referred to as FortHernandez, we collectively agreed that with a new wall
should come a new name.
The name change was brought up because of a visit
that we received from some members from A.I.M.
(American Indian Movement). They gave us, I guess
you can say, some much needed knowledge on the
word “fort” (one of which is that many military
installations are known as forts). So with the new
knowledge came a new conversation amongst the
supporters and family. The conversation mostly
was about how we actually are against what “forts”
stand for.
We here at FuerzaHernandez collectively disagree
and don’t believe in military installations that are
meant to commit mass murder of any and all people who don’t abide by “their” laws. A statement
of the name change has yet to be released, but it is
in the works. We discussed names and eventually
decided on “Fuerza.” We now had a new name,
but no idea of how to get the word out about it.
As we talked about ideas, no one expected LAPD
coming in full force with what looked, and felt, like
an army coming to bring down a concrete wall.
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OPINION
Now I’m getting ahead of myself. Already there is
so much that I have talked about, but I’ve only begun to scratch the surface. I intend to highlight the
last 93 days of resistance here at FuerzaHernandez
- where supporters have become family, and where
our family has become our supporters.
Let me back up and talk about FuerzaHernandez.
First off, FuerzaHernandez is a joint effort by different activists from all over Southern California to
not only save my family’s home from eviction, but
to also establish a culture of resistance against the
fraudulent foreclosure wrath of Bank of America,
New York Mellon, and all the other predatory
banks. We here firmly stand by the idea that housing is a human right, not a privilege. We don’t “demand a free house” like many critics have suggested. We demand that housing be at an affordable
rate - not something that you slave yourself away
for; not something that the banks, with the help of
the courts, can just take from you at any moment.
It all started in 2006 when my family purchased a
home at the peak of the market. We were having
trouble finding a home. In 2005, we had a house in
Sun Valley fall out of escrow. We didn’t give up
on searching for a house. We came along this home
here on the quiet block of Leadwell St., a street in
Van Nuys, where big tall trees line the sidewalks.
Today, in the middle of that block, FuerzaHernandez stands strong.
My family paid the rent on the mortgage that
Countrywide loaned us. The escrow on this loan
has a lot of questionable paper work, a lot of which
was done by the escrow agency. Countrywide
led us into a sub-prime mortgage loan. Some will
argue that we agreed to it, so therefore we are
to blame. To them I say: read up on the national
settlements that have been occurring over these
same issues. Banks are settling for millions, some-

The FuerzaHernandez Crew has now been holding it
down for over 115 days.

times billions, to avoid conviction of any crime.
The United States government thinks that bailing
out banks on the brink of collapse is the answer to
the “recovery” of the economy. Allowing them to
continue these illegal foreclosures is a big mistake.
The government and courts know this, but they
just side with the banks for profit while ignoring us
the people and our basic need to housing.
To this date we have indeed not made a payment
for close to 5 years now, but that should not be mistaken for us not wanting to pay for those five years.
In this period we have always communicated to
Bank of America that we wish to make payments.
However, we don’t believe that payments of
$4,500/month in pure interest are reasonable. We
have now been denied four loan modifications.
On August 21st, the Sheriff served us with a 5 day
notice to vacate. On the 25th we held a BBQ eviction going away party. We’ve been here ever since,
and we intend on staying here.

To Your Health: The Benefits of Yoga

LA CAN Citation Defense Program Changes

WRITTEN BY CARMEN VEGA

WRITTEN BY KARL SCOTT

Yoga is a Hindu discipline with various “branches” or styles that emerge
from earlier roots. These include: Hatha, Vinyasa, Iyengar, Ashtanga,
Kundalini, and others. Because yoga reduces heart rate, lowers blood pressure and eases respiration, it is known to relieve chronic stress, lower back
pain, anxiety and depression, among other ailments. I interviewed an acquaintance who practices yoga. Amy Carmichael is an instructor who studied Hatha yoga via the Vidya Peetnum Trust Program in Coimbatore, India.
She trained via the Life Bliss Foundation, and has had 2 years of Bramacharya training.

We regret to inform you that our citation defense program has been
suspended until further notice. This program has helped the community resolve infraction tickets since 2007. We are currently looking
at different approaches to rebuild the program. We tried a new pilot
program this Fall but faced barriers with the City Attorney and court
system beyond our control. As a result we could not transform the pilot
into a permanent program. We continue to look for other options. The
program is important to us and the need it meets in the community
remains.

CV: What are the benefits of practicing yoga?

LA CAN started our citation defense program in 2007 in partnership
with pro bono attorneys. Since then more than 2,000 citations have
been resolved, helping residents avoid fines, warrants, and arrests. LA
CAN started the program in response to the community’s outcry when
the Safer Cities Initiative (SCI) was introduced in 2006. With SCI, the
LAPD started issuing tickets in Skid Row at a rate 48-69 times greater
than any other part of the city. Tickets were issued for things such as:
people throwing cigarettes butts on the sidewalk, wheelchair-bound
people failing to cross the street before the light changed, and people
who were crossing with a “Don’t Walk” sign flashing.

AC: First off, longevity and rejuvenation. It is a preventative health measure
for joint issues, and there are a myriad of health problems that it has been
known to wipe out. It balances the systems of the body, such as the endocrine system (pituitary glands, thyroid, etc). The Wholistic/nutritional or
alternative community becomes interested in preventing ailments, versus the
allopathic or modern medicine (which is concerned with treatment). Though
they should go hand in hand.
CV: What would you say are the differences between yoga and other forms
of exercise?

The goal of the Safer Cities Initiative was to gentrify Downtown and
move homeless and low income residents out. One of their tactics was
to bury us in infraction tickets. They were knowingly writing tickets
that poor people could not afford to pay. These unpaid tickets would
then generate even bigger fines and sometimes warrants and arrests.
Unfortunately, these patterns still continue today. During this economic crisis, we have serious questions about these tactics. If the City
and County are facing budget cuts, why can they afford the extra costs
of issuing tickets, appearances in court, jail time, etc.? In this scenario,
everyone loses. Leonard Woods, a long-time Downtown resident sums
it up, “This is screwed up. Organizations try to help justify wrongs and
the City fights these efforts. People get tired of fighting but we need
more people to stand up, especially young ones.”

AC: Well, you can dance or Zumba - it’s aerobic and fun. It raises the heart
rate, you sweat and release endorphins, and that’s great. Yoga does the same
thing, but it also teaches the person to go within and “listen” to what your
body is telling you. Traditionally, yoga takes you on a journey to the self. It
increases resistance training, and isometrics while you rest in between in
a way that your heart rate remains consistent. There have been occasions
where distance runners die of a heart attack! Why?
CV: What has been your personal experience with yoga?
AC: The most profound experience is that it has changed my internal way of
thinking. The mind has different systems of thought and in the past I would
get stuck on one “track.” It was hard to get off, to change. Now I can change
that “track”, move on to other things in life.

To avoid severity of this loss, LA CAN is continuing to seek out ways
to provide a citation defense program through our legal clinic. Until
then, we can still help with tickets by offering a “Know Your Rights
Overview” for court appearances or, if a court date is close, we can get
an extension which allows you extra time to create a plan to resolve the
ticket.

Meanwhile, you don’t have to put yourself in a “pretzel” every time you do
yoga. While you are learning, do not strain or remain in a pose that causes undue pain or discomfort. Unless you can distinguish the release that comes from
moving parts that haven’t moved in decades, you should release and relax.
Yoga gives you time to pay attention to areas of neglect that need attention.

The Know Your Rights overview is available at the legal clinic every
Wednesday night at 6:00 PM at LA CAN. Other legal services at the
clinic remain intact. If you have housing issues, public benefits issues,
or other legal problems please come to the clinic on Wednesday nights.
Feel free to check in on the status of changes to our programs. The
Community Connection will also publish regular updates.

The following are only a few locations in Downtown LA where you can
practice yoga. These are low cost or free to the community:
YOGA STUDIO 118 Winston Street, LA, CA - Tuesday-Thursday at 7pm
(DONATION); LAMP Community Room 526 S. San Pedro St., LA, CA, 90013
- Thursdays 1 – 2pm (FREE); THE ABBY (SRHT) 625 S. San Pedro St., LA, CA
90014 - Tuesdays 11am – 12pm (FREE).
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Films for the People:

THE HOUSE I LIVE IN
WRITTEN BY ESTHER ALEJANDRO

A documentary by James Jarecki
This is a documentary about the so-called U.S War
on Drugs, the prison system in the United States,
and their underlying targeting of the poor and the
people of color.
For decades, the intensity of the imprisonment of
people convicted of drug felonies has increased
both in number and in intensity. Irrespective of
party politics, campaigns such as the War on Drugs
have contributed to an ever increasing prison
population. Even charges on petty thefts have

caused people more prison time than the misdeeds
warranted. Small wonder that so many individuals
spend more years of their life in prison that they
have spent in their family home!
One of the most noticeable aspects of this
documentary is that many influential people in
all walks of life - and even those in the judiciary
system - have expressed disagreement with how
the system discriminates against the incarcerated
and those convicted of drug crimes. It is, however,
not a secret that the prison system functions as a
business and, as such, it counts on those who are
imprisoned to create goods that are marketable.
For example, a scene in the documentary shows
inmates in the process of assembling pieces
of furniture. Without adequate housing and
education and facing increasingly harsh drug law
enforcement, many poor people of color become
prison statistics.
On average, people of color are looked upon
with a bias. They can be, and frequently are, the
target of bigoted individuals who, like a segment
of the documentary shows, suffer attacks and
discrimination from caucasians. In addition, a
certain set of circumstances may cause people of
color to live a hand to mouth existence. This can
be due at times to either outright racism or the
lack of educational resources, which makes it hard
to find employment. Even if you are in school,
in certain parts of the country, the better schools
tend to discriminate against students of color,
assuming that they do not have what it takes to

WOW!
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excel in such environments. Poor students end up
obtaining a marginal education, which leaves them
unprepared for the best jobs. This, combined with
drug laws that tend to disproportionately punish
poor people of color versus white people, creates
the problem.
Historically, many poor people of color would
choose to migrate to other states where they
thought they could find employment, only to
experience more of the same situation they lived
where they came from. They found themselves
with no home, no job, and no prospect for a better
life. And when people unfortunately become
addicted to drugs, instead of being treated for a
disease, the disease of addiction, they are treated as
criminals and sent to crowded prisons.
This documentary is important in that it shows
how the War on Drugs has failed and has
disproportionately devastated poor communities
of color due to things like mandatory minimum
laws and enforcement over treatment.
One thing I had a problem with is that very little,
if anything, is included about women in the prison
system. However, in reality, women are being
incarcerated at alarming rates. Nonetheless, many
parallels can be made between this film and the
Skid Row community. In both the film and our
community, it is clear that the criminalization of
poor people of color is only serving the worsen
problems like poverty that are already devastating
entire generations of people.

Revelation

by Ellery Bailey

by BIlly Shaw

What is that awful emptiness I feel in my bones
A reminder of disease, loneliness and a lack of a home
Just a few things we might not want to hear
Just a few things mentioned that heightens my fears
Yes, fear is a part of me that I cannot hide
Like many before and many after me, we attempt to mask fear with pride
I can’t overlook another part of myself that’s evident, it’s called pain
This part of me is quite confusing because I’ve chosen it, it’s totally insane
Now I’ve realized that without the mercy of the Most High
I couldn’t imagine where I would be
Throughout all f my poor choices GOD overruled my every unsuccessful
attempt at failing in that He has saved me
Again, He saved ME, and if you could see me now
The broadest and most profound statement I could make is WOW…
And now that’s deciphered as, or is, an acronym for Working on Winning!
And how…
More will be revealed

Support Local Artists!
Purchase the latest Album from Skid Row’s Own

TWIN!

If you would like to know me,
I’ll explain what I can. I’ve been called
eccentric, complex at the most, complicated a
nd incomprehensible, deep and
intelligent, intellectual, spiritual, and strange.
I’ve also been called crazy,
psycho, mad, loony, possessed, etc.
But besides all the misunderstanding,
and misinterpretations, and adulations
and compliments, I am just a man.
The impelling mysteries that we seek to understand
are not far from us.
The unknown mysteries are within us to find.
You are centered and connected to
the source, referred as the essence.
You are one with everything,
its cause and effect and presence. It’s eminence is
manifested in its image, of which you temporarily embody.
You are its majestic embodiment, Behold.
If you thought, and saw, and you believed and received I and
all, and all andre-establishes
I inspired what you conceived.
For we are one, eternally bound,
our realities are intimately mixed.
Although interchangeably tangible,
your ways our thoughts are linked
to beingness beyond mere words description,
to depths and heights that defy comprehension
Our worlds of light that accedes to heights
of magnificent awesome ascension.
Here the light of consciousness has its true domain.
We’re all emerged in lightness
in a dimension all for you to attain.
Be not dismayed by what you have yet to know,
for it is your evolution and destiny,
your future has been foretold.

Shopping
by Carolyn S.

CD’S are NOW AVAILABLE for $15! To purchase, look up
“Twin Skid Row” on Facebook or come by the LA CAN Office.
“I’m the youth too…..’cause I manifest that it’s never too late.
I’m brand new right now.” - Twin
10

I’m sorry to say I was assaulted this morning.
A stranger came up to me and said something.
I don’t know what and then
he hit me in my face, which knocked me down a few feet.
I summoned a guy cleaning and he helped me up.
I called the police and then went right to my shopping,
after a visit with my doctor, which I had scheduled anyway.
All I could think about while I was shopping was that
Todd Manning takes it with ease when he’s hit on One Life to
Live, so, so can I. Calvin, if you hadn’t been there it could have
been a lot worse he could have taken my money, darlin’.
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Maria Paz-Jaen:
January 24, 1935- December 6, 2012
On December 6, 2012, Los Angeles’ social justice community lost our
beloved sister soldier and defender of human rights, Maria Paz Jaena.k.a. Doña Paz. An active member of many social justice organizations, it was never uncommon to see her at any given action wearing
one of her many t-shirts be it LA Human Right to Housing Collective,
Comunidad Presente, Bus Riders Union, S.C.O.P.E., OneLA or others,
she wore the shirt of the first organization to invite her with pride. The
love, energy and sheer force that she brought to the work - to the struggle - will forever be embedded in the Movement because, as she liked
to say, “where ever there is injustice, I will be there to fight it.” She was
laid to rest Oakdale Memorial Park in Glendora, CA on December 15,
2012. May she Rest In PAZ.

Maria Paz-Jaen:

24 de Enero de 1935 – 6 de Diciembre de 2012
El 6 de Diciembre de 2012, la comunidad de justicia social de Los
Angeles perdió nuestra querida hermana de lucha y defensora de
derechos humanos, Maria Paz-Jaen, conocida como Doña Paz. Miembro activo de muchas organizaciones de justicia social, nunca era raro
verla en cualquier acción usando una de sus muchas camisetas ya
sea de LA Colectiva, Comunidad Presente, el Sindicato de Pasajeros,
SCOPE, One LA, UNIDAD u otros. Ella llevaba la camiseta de la primera organización a invitarla con orgullo. El amor, la energía y la pura
fuerza que ella traía al trabajo, a la lucha, siempre será integrada en el
Movimiento porque, como le gustaba decir, “donde quiera que haya
injusticia, yo estaré allí para pelear”. Ella fue enterrada en Oakdale
Memorial Park en Glendora, CA el 15 de Diciembre de 2012.
Que en PAZ descanse.

Report from the
Homeless World Cup
WRITTEN BY GERARDO GOMEZ

This past October, Mexico City played host to the
10th Annual Homeless World Cup. During October
6-14, street soccer players from over 50 countries
around the world, gathered at the Zocalo to demonstrate to the world that when homeless people are
given the spotlight, they can teach all of us a valuable
lesson in humanity. Countries from far and wide,
such as: India, Indonesia, Morrocco, Argentina, Chile,
Peru, Brazil, Australia, Romania, Russia, USA, Costa
Rica, South Korea, Cambodia, South Africa, Portugal, Ireland, Namibia, Guatemala, and Scotland assemble every year in a different country to bring
awareness to the plight of homelessness in the world
via street soccer.
For the 10th Annual Homeless World Cup, Mexico
did an amazing job of organizing the event. All
of the games were played at the famous Mexican
plaza in Mexico City, Zocalo. With financial backing from Fundacion TelMex and support from
government officials, all of this year’s teams resided
in 4-5 start hotels. The players had their own dressing rooms, massage therapist, game room and
lounge. Mexico did an excellent job at making all the
players feel like professional athletes. It was common
to see children run up to a player to ask that their
picture be taken with them and to get an autograph.
The opening ceremonies began with all the men and
women’s teams marching around Zocalo and into
the main soccer pitch. It was beautiful to watch the
players receiving a glorious welcome by the Mexican
people and then witness them being filled with tremendous joy as they represented their home countries by waving their flags, dancing, and singing. The
opening ceremony continued with a representative
from the United Nations speaking about the power
of soccer to make a tremendous impact in many
people’s lives. He then introduced Mel Young, the
founder of the Homeless World Cup, and thanked
him for bringing everyone together for this special
event. Mr. Young said every player in the tournament is a hero and also spoke of the impact street
soccer has made in the lives of thousands of players
throughout the world. The opening ceremony concluded with a magnificent display of fireworks that
inspired pride in each player for their part in representing their countries in the upcoming 10th annual
Homeless World Cup.

The Filipino and Hungary Teams posing with copies of the Community Connection, which was shared with all of the teams.

The inaugural game was between Mexico and
South Africa, which Mexico won. In the women’s division, Mexico began the tournament by hosting team
USA. The Mexican players got a quick lead early in the
game and never looked back, winning by a final score
of 20-0. The most beautiful part of the games was not
the final scores; but, rather, how both Mexican teams
continued the Homeless World Cup tradition after
each game by holding each other’s hands and running up towards the side of the fans, thanking them
for their support. Throughout the entire tournament,
people witnessed very close games and beautiful
sportsmanship. Seeing and hearing fans chanting players’ names then waiting to have their pictures taken
with them was an emotional scene.
The tournament overall was a huge success. Both
Mexico teams made it to the finals. The women’s
team faced Brazil, the final score was 6-2, securing the win of the Women’s World Cup. The men’s
team played Chile in what became a very intense
game. Both the Mexico and Chile teams traded goals
and the first half ended in a tie at 3. Chile came in
strong during the second half, crushing the hearts
of the 3,000 Mexican spectators. Team Mexico had
been looking to join the women’s team in becoming
champions on their own turf. It was not to be. Chile
ended taking advantage of Mexico’s mistakes and
won 8-5. Watching the championship game from the
stands was the first lady of Mexico and Carlos Slim,
the world’s richest person, whose foundation TelMex
was the sponsor of the event.
Team Morocco was making its first appearance in the
Homeless World Cup. It was great to see the Morocco team field a coed team. One of the members,
Majda, has been playing since she was young but lost
contact of the sport when she was placed in a group
home. When she was given the invitation to play by
the Morocco street soccer team, she could not resist
the invitation. Majda plans on being a coach for team
Morocco next year.
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Every player has a story and every story in the
Homeless World Cup matters. For example, Team
Portugal is made up of players who were in prison
and are undocumented. Through CAIS, an organization in Portugal dedicated to improving the lives of
people who are homeless and come from extreme
poverty living circumstances, the players were able
to obtain documents and the players are now proud
members of Team Portugal. Other players on the
team had alcohol and substance abuse history but,
since they’ve been playing soccer, they have been
sober and are now working to become soccer coaches
to the young children who have come from similar
backgrounds as they.
Some of the members of Mexico’s men and women’s team came from the concrete jungles of Ciudad Juarez, where the violence of the drug cartels
have made that city one of the most violent cities in
the world. Anita Aguirre, who pulled her ligaments
on her left knee in the 5-4 lost to Chile, was not able
to play the championship game against Brazil. She
stated that she started playing soccer to get away
from the violence in Juarez. A player from the Mexico
team said that if it wasn’t for the street soccer program in Juarez, he would have either been dead or
forced to be in a drug cartel.
Sports have always been a vehicle for social change.
We saw it with Jackie Robinson breaking baseball’s
color barrier before the civil rights movement. We
saw how Soccer plays an instrumental role in the
lives of the freedom fighters who were jailed in Robin
Island and how the Makana football association was
a huge inspiration to the drafting South Africa’s constitution. Now, we are seeing Soccer being used as a
tool to bring awareness to the plight of the homeless;
and, in the process, it has transformed thousands of
people’s lives. It is my hope that people will continue
to use sports as a way to make social change. Soccer
is already ending homelessness one GOAL at a time.
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2012 Photos from the Frontlines of the Battle for Human Rights in Skid Row and Beyond
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1. LA CAN and Occupy LA demanding that the Downtown LA Business Community “Share the Wealth” outside of the CCA headquarters; 2. Residents of 2913 S.
Flower and the LA Human Right to Housing Collective holding a press conference; 3. Public Housing residents demanding an end to Trash Fees outside of HACLA;
4. Skid Row residents along with the Hippie Kitchen distributing shopping carts in Skid Row; 5. DWAC members gathering for a craft making; 6. Skid Row Gardeners planting seeds; 7. LA CAN demanding mayoral candidates to meet with Skid Row residents; 8. The stage at LA CAN’s Annual Labor Day Gala; 9. LA CAN in
Sacramento for Hunger Action Day; 10. Public Enemy performing on Gladys St. for Operation Skid Row; 11. Play Fair at Farmers Field releasing its Health Impact
Assessment across the street from LA LIVE; 12. DWAC performing the Vagina Monologues; 13. A shot from the Western Regional Advocacy Project’s National
April Fool’s Day Action to stop the criminalization of homelessness.; 14. The STOP LAPD SPYING Coaltion holding a press conference outside of the LAPD Police Commission Headquarters; 15. The “Die-In” organized in honor of the one year anniversary of LAPD’s slaying of Skid Row Community Member Dale Garrett.
fas

Community Calendar

Civil Rights Committee Meetings - Every Monday at 1pm at LA CAN
Housing Committee Meetings - Every Monday at 11am at LA CAN

The LA CAN offices will be closed
from December 21, 2012 to
January 2, 2013.
To contact LA CAN or find out more
about our work and how to support
us, write or visit us online:
530 S. Main Street, Ground Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90013
(213) 228-0024
www.cangress.org

WEBSITE
cangress.wordpress.org
BLOG
BECOME A
FAN OF LA CAN
SEND US A TWEET
@LACANetwork

Downtown Women’s Action Coalition Meetings The Second Tuesday of every month at 3:30pm at LA CAN
Team Food and Garden Meetings First and Third Thursday of every month at 10:30 am at LA CAN

Editorial Policy:
The Community Connection is a street newspaper and a member of the North American
Street Newspaper Association and the International Network of Street Papers. The Los
Angeles Community Action Network (LA CAN) is a membership organization comprised
of low-income, homeless and formerly homeless residents living in Downtown and South
Los Angeles, and surrounding communities. LA CAN’s staff and core members write many
articles that appear in the Community Connection. These generally appear without a byline,
attributed to LA CAN as a collective.
Articles by contributors who are not LA CAN core members and/or personal
opinion/experience articles receive a byline. These articles do not necessarily represent the
views, opinions and perspectives of the Los Angeles Community Action Network.
All articles and artwork may be reproduced with permission only;
please contact Pete White @ (213) 228-0024 or petew@cangress.org.
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Instead of Pointing
Fingers at Homeless
Residents, Let’s Solve
These Problems!

|

www.cangress.org

Shouldn’t Basic Needs Like
Restroom Access and Trash
Collections Be No-Brainers?
WRITTEN BY GENERAL DOGON AND KARL SCOTT

Members of the STOP CCFO Coalition gathering at City Hall for a press conference.

Efforts to Pass the Discriminatory
Community Care Facilities Ordinance Fail!
WRITTEN BY JESSE BUENROSTRO AND BECKY DENNISON

On January 30, 2013, the Los Angeles City Council’s agenda included
a recommendation to enact the Community Care Facilities Ordinance
(CCFO). This proposed ordinance would have unfairly restricted and
eliminated shared housing options in LA, increasing homelessness and
segregation in our communities. Councilmember Mitch Englander, the
lead proponent of the CCFO, was not able to secure the votes to pass
this discriminatory ordinance. However, instead of outright voting the
ordinance down, the Council did not vote and instead created a “working
group” to return with revised recommendations within 90 days.
The January Council meeting followed years of public hearings and community organizing against the CCFO. More than 160 diverse organizations – non-profits, business organizations, neighborhood councils, faithbased organizations, landlord associations and others – were opposed to
the ordinance and worked together to defeat it
Continued on page 7

Residents, both housed and homeless,
as well as shoppers and other visitors
to Downtown, have long complained
about the lack of public toilets and
trash cans in the Skid Row community, and the related health issues this
presents. These complaints were valiLA CAN documenting Skid Row trash
dated by the LA County Department
cans, or lack thereof.
of Public Health in their May 2012
report which recommended that the City, among other things, “Provide
additional public toilets particularly on San Julian, San Pedro and Crocker
Streets,” and “Provide adequate number of trash bins with frequent, as
needed disposal to prevent the accumulation of trash and debris on the
sidewalk.” To date the City has done neither.
While much of the Skid Row community is well-maintained by residents,
non-profits, and other stakeholders, on many streets people are forced to
place their trash on the ground because there are simply no trash cans in
sight. People are then often ticketed for littering, creating additional problems. While many from outside our community have demonized homeless residents as the cause of the trash problem, it simply can’t be solved
without adequate trash cans and trash collection. Throughout the rest of
downtown, there are multiple trash cans on almost every block and regular trash collection either by the City or the Business Continued on page 6
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Jack O’Dell discussing LA CAN’s Freedom Now: Struggles for the Human Right
to Housing in LA and Beyond.

Meeting Mr. O’Dell, Unsung
Civil Rights Hero
WRITTEN BY PETE WHITE

In November 2012 I had the opportunity to share a lectern with Mr.
Jack O’Dell. Jack O’Dell was serving as a respondent (book critic)
to LA CAN’s book entitled, Freedom Now: Struggles for the Human
Right to Housing in LA and Beyond, at the Social Science History Association meeting in Canada. Without doubt, it was one of those
moments that will forever transform my understanding of why this
work is crucial; how this work must be accomplished; and, the need
to create a system of inter-generational transfer of ethos and
information.
In order to fully appreciate this article the Community Connection
reader must understand who Mr. Jack O’Dell is and all that he has
accomplished. We would need an entire library to fully describe his
efforts and impacts.
Continued on page 4
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HOUSING WATCH

WRITTEN BY STEVE DIAZ

ESCRITO POR STEVE DIAZ | TRADUCIDO POR THELMY PEREZ

Rosslyn Hotel

El Hotel Rosslyn

Long-time tenants have worked for more than 10 years to ensure
the Rosslyn Hotel was protected from loft conversion, brought up to
health and safety codes, and now will be improved and preserved
as affordable housing for at least 55 years. The process for building
rehabilitation is now moving forward.
In December 2012, tenants of the Rosslyn Hotel received documents
from the owner, SRO Housing Corporation, which included the
Tenant Habitability Plan (THP). A Housing Department requirement,
the THP is a document that is created by the owner and given to
tenants documenting any major rehabilitation that is planned for a
building. The THP informs tenants of the type of construction work to
be performed and the expected impacts it will have on tenants. After
receiving this notice, tenants had 15 days to inform the owner if they
wish to apply for permanent relocation funds. They also had 15 days
to file for an appeal to Housing Department regarding the content of
the THP. As far as LA CAN members know, no appeals were filed
and the construction as guided by the THP will begin in February.

Los inquilinos de largo plazo han trabajado durante más de 10 años para garantizar
que el Hotel Rosslyn sea protegido contra la conversión a vivienda de lujo (los
“lofts”), que cumpla con los códigos de salud y seguridad, y hoy será mejorado y
preservado como vivienda económica por nada menos que 55 años. El proceso para
rehabilitar el edifico se está moviendo hacia adelante.
En diciembre del 2012, los inquilinos del Hotel Rosslyn recibieron documentos
de parte del propietario, SRO Housing Corporation, que incluían el Plan de
Habitabilidad Para el Inquilino (THP por sus siglas en Inglés). Como un requisito
del Departamento de Vivienda de la Ciudad, el THP es un documento que es
elaborado por el propietario y que se les da a los inquilinos para documentar
cualquier rehabilitación mayor que está prevista para un edificio. El THP les
informa a los inquilinos del tipo de construcción/trabajo que se va a realizar y los
impactos previstos para los inquilinos. Después de haber recibido esta notificación,
los inquilinos tendían 15 días para informarle al propietario si deseaba aceptar
fondos para reubicarse permanentemente. También tendían 15 días para presentar
una apelación al Departamento de Vivienda con respecto al contenido del THP.
En cuanto saben los miembros de LA CAN, no se han archivado apelaciones y la
construcción según descrita en el THP se iniciará en Febrero.

Tenants are NOT required to vacate the building. Tenants need
to be aware of their relocation options and should have already
communicated their decision about permanent or temporary
relocation to building management or the Shober Consulting group.
Shober Consulting has opened an office on the second floor if tenants
wish to come to speak with them about any concerns they may have
about their relocation plans and/or payment. Tenants can also contact
LA CAN if they have any questions or concerns with the relocation
process as well.

Los inquilinos no tienen que desocupar del edificio. Los inquilinos tienen que ser
conscientes de sus opciones de reubicación y ya deberían de haber comunicado su
decisión acerca de la reubicación permanente o temporal a la administración del
edificio o al grupo de Consultoría Shober. Shober Consulting ha abierto una oficina
en el segundo piso si los inquilinos desean ir a hablar con ellos acerca de cualquier
preocupación que puedan tener sobre sus planes de reubicación y /o sobre el pago.
Los inquilinos también pueden contactar LA CAN si tienen alguna pregunta o
preocupación con el proceso de reubicación.

Cecil Hotel

Este es un recordatorio para los inquilinos del Hotel Cecil que ustedes sólo tendrán
que pagar el 85% de su renta hasta que el edificio se remueva del programa
municipal Rent Escrow Account Program (REAP). El edificio fue colocado en el
programa REAP por que el dueño no solucionó los problemas de habitabilidad de
una manera puntual, tales como la falta de calefacción adecuada. El beneficio que
tienen los residentes bajo el programa REAP es que ellos reciben una reducción en
la renta - en el caso de los inquilinos del Hotel Cecil, la reducción a la renta fue de15
por ciento. Además, si el inquilino le paga su renta directamente al Departamento
de Vivienda, ese dinero entra a una cuenta de fideicomiso la cual el propietario no
puede acceder hasta que la Ciudad remueva el edificio del programa REAP. Los
inquilinos también pueden pagar el 85% de su renta directamente al propietario/
gerente, pero LA CAN recomienda pagar su renta al Departamento de Vivienda.
Para obtener más información sobre este programa puede comunicarse con LA CAN.

This is a friendly reminder for tenants of the Cecil Hotel that you
only need to pay 85% of your rent until the building is released from
the City’s Rent Escrow Account Program (REAP). The building was
placed into the REAP program for not fixing habitability issues, such
as adequate heat, in a timely manner. The benefit for residents under
REAP is that tenants receive rent reductions – in the case of the Cecil
tenants received a 15 percent rent reduction. Furthermore, if the tenant
pays their rent directly to the Housing Department it goes into a trust
account which the landlord cannot access until the city removes the
building from REAP. Tenants can also pay 85% of their rent directly
to the owners/managers, but LA CAN recommends you pay your
rent to the Housing Department. For more information about this
program you can contact LA CAN.
Know Your Rights – Residential Hotel Tenants Have the Strongest
Protections in Los Angeles
Tenants in residential hotels have some of the strongest tenant
protections in the City of Los Angeles. Yes! That is right. For more
than 10 years, LA CAN members have organized in the community to
ensure residential hotel policies were improved and/or enacted and
continue to work to ensure these rights are upheld for everyone.
Among many tenant rights under numerous City and State laws,
below are only a couple of basic rights residential hotel tenants should
know about. But these are only a few of your rights – we encourage
you to attend LA CAN’s housing committee to learn more and/or
keep reading the Community Connection!
1. Residential hotels throughout the City are protected under the
City’s Residential Hotel Unit Conversion and Demolition Ordinance.
This means they cannot be converted or demolished unless the units
are 100% replaced, at rent levels affordable to the existing tenants.
For example, this means that if an owner sells your building, the new
owner cannot evict or ask people to move because he wants to convert
the building to upscale lofts or to serve other tenants. If you aren’t
sure whether your building is covered by this ordinance, visit LA
CAN.
2. Tenants have the right to live in housing that is up to code with no
health and safety violations. Residential hotels were placed under
the Housing Department’s Systematic Code Enforcement Program
several years ago, joining other rental housing that is covered under
this program. If there is a health and safety issue in a rental unit or
building, tenants can file a complaint with the Los Angeles Housing
Department at 1-866-557-RENT, or come to LA CAN for assistance.

El Hotel Cecil

Conozca Sus Derechos –Los Inquilinos de los Hoteles Residenciales Tienen las
Mejores Protecciones en Los Angeles
Los inquilinos viviendo en los hoteles residenciales tienen algunas de las
protecciones de los inquilinos más fuertes en la Ciudad de Los Angeles. ¡Sí! Eso es
correcto. Durante más de 10 años, los miembros de LA CAN se han organizado en la
comunidad para asegurar que la política de los hoteles residenciales fuera mejorada
y/o aprobada y continúan trabajando para asegurar que estos derechos sean
respetados para todos.
Entre los derechos de los inquilinos bajo numerosas leyes municipales y estatales,
a continuación encontrara sólo algunos de los derechos fundamentales que los
inquilinos de los hoteles residenciales debían de conocer. Pero estos son solamente
algunos de sus derechos - lo invitamos a asistir al comité de vivienda de LA CAN
para obtener más información y/o que sigua leyendo el Community Connection!
1. Los hoteles residenciales a lo largo de la ciudad están protegidos bajo la Ordenanza
de la Conversion y Demolicion de las Unidades en los Hoteles Residenciales de Los
Angeles. Esto significa que pueden ser convertidos o demolidos a menos que las
unidades sean reemplazadas por un 100% y a los mismos niveles de renta para los
inquilinos actuales. Por ejemplo, esto significa que si un propietario vende su edificio,
el nuevo propietario no puede desalojar o pedirle a la gente a moverse porque quiere
convertir el edificio a vivienda de lujo (o “lofts”) o para servirle a otros inquilinos. Si
no está seguro si su edificio está cubierto por esta ordenanza, visite a LA CAN.
2. Los inquilinos tienen el derecho a vivir en viviendas que cumplen con todos los
códigos y sin ninguna violación a los códigos de seguridad y salud. Los hoteles
residenciales fueron colocados en el programa del Departamento de Vivienda de
inspecciones sistemáticas para hacer cumplir al código (SCEP por sus siglas en Inglés)
hace varios años, uniéndose a las otras viviendas de alquiler que están cubiertas bajo
este programa. Si hay una cuestión de salud y seguridad en una unidad de alquiler
o en un edificio, los inquilinos pueden presentar una queja ante el Departamento
de Vivienda de Los Angeles por llamar a 1-866-557-RENT, o venir a LA CAN para
obtener ayuda.
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Public Housing Committee - Trash Fee
Campaign Going Strong

In January, the LA Human Right to Housing
Collective won “class” status for all of LA’s
public housing residents in a lawsuit against
the Housing Authority of LA (HACLA). The
newly certified class action lawsuit against
HACLA is an important step towards victory
by the Collective’s Public Housing Committee
who launched their campaign to end the
expensive trash collection fees in early 2012.
Even though their contracts state that HACLA
is financially responsible for the trash service,
public housing residents have had to pay
the expensive fees for years. “This is great
news which happens to validate what we
already knew- HACLA’s bad policy decisions
harm all public housing tenants,” said class
representative Marco Galindo. In December,
the Collective submitted over 1,000 postcards
signed by residents from several public
housing communities asking HACLA to settle
the trash issue. All public housing residents
should expect to receive notice of the class
action lawsuit at the end of February.
Rent Control Reform & The Mayoral
Debates
Over the last few months, the Collective’s
Rent Control Committee members have
followed the Mayoral candidate’s debates
to monitor their positions on housing and
homelessness and, in particular, on the lack
of affordable housing and the steady loss of
rent controlled units. As it stands, over half

Actualizaciones de Vivienda es un
Derecho Humano
ESCRITO POR THELMY PEREZ
FOTO POR WARREN HILL
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a million households in LA cannot afford
market rate housing. Furthermore, the
most recent thorough study of LA’s rental
housing revealed that nearly one in every
three renter households in Los Angeles are
“severely rent burdened,” meaning that they
are putting more than half of the household
income towards rent alone. In addition, LA is
well known as being the nation’s “homeless
capital,” with over 51,000 human beings living
on the street. We want to know what concrete
steps our Mayoral candidates propose to
address this crisis but unfortunately, we have
not heard any such plan short of both Mr.
Garcetti and Ms. Greuel’s claim that they will
end homelessness if elected- something no LA
Mayor has succeeded in doing. In short, LA is
Residents of Pueblo Del Rio and the LA Human Right
in the midst of a fully fledged housing crisis,
to Housing Collective dropping off postcards to the
and we deserve a Mayor who will LEAD on
HACLA Commission demanding an end to Trash Fees.
the issues that matter most to the citizens of
organized to resist and defeat the efforts by
LA- the vast majority of whom either rent their their landlord to evict all the long term tenants
homes, or don’t have one at all.
and convert their 33 unit, rent controlled
building to student-only housing. In a lawsuit
Despite the shocking indifference by our
Mayoral candidates towards the housing crisis, they brought forth in 2007, the tenants charged
that this effort was discriminatory and violated
on February 13, when pressed by a group
the Fair Housing Act. Eventually, that lawsuit
of tenants who are leading on housing by
resisting the demolition of their rent-controlled was settled and the evictions stopped.
housing, candidate Jan Perry agreed to address
Yet given the building’s close proximity to
the housing crisis by publicly supporting the
tenants call for the preservation and expansion USC, the newly constructed Expo Line across
the street and the boom of luxury and student
of rent controlled and affordable housing
housing development, they are now facing
and the reform and expansion of the City’s
a new threat. Student housing developer,
Rent Stabilization Ordinance as concrete
Symphony Development, is in the process
steps towards ending LA’s housing and
of buying the property and has already
homelessness crisis.
approached the tenants about leaving their
Since 2005, the tenants, whose building is
homes in exchange for relocation funds.
located at 2913 S. Flower Street, just one
Continued on page 11
block north of Perry’s campaign office, have
de acción de clase a finales de Febrero.
COMITÉ CONTROL DE RENTAS Y LOS
DEBATES DE LOS CANDIDATOS A LA
ALCALDIA:

COMITÉ DE VIVIENDA PÚBLICA-LA
CAMPAÑA DE LA BASURA SIGUE
FUERTE:

En los últimos meses, los miembros del
Comité de Control de Rentas de la Colectiva
han seguido a los candidatos a la alcaldía en
sus debates para monitorear sus posiciones
En enero, La Colectiva Pro el Derecho
sobre el tema de vivienda y, en particular
Humano a la Vivienda ganó el estatus
la falta de vivienda económica y la pérdida
de “clase” para todos los residentes de
constante de las unidades de vivienda
viviendas públicas de Los Ángeles en una
protegidas por control de rentas. En
demanda contra la Autoridad de Vivienda
actualidad, más de la mitad de un millón de
de Los Ángeles (HACLA). La nuevamente
hogares en LA no alcanzan pagar el precio
certificada demanda de acción de clase contra de mercado de rentas. Además, se revela en
HACLA se ve como un paso importante hacia un reciente estudio de vivienda de alquiler
la victoria por el Comité de Vivienda Pública en LA que prácticamente 1 en cada 3 hogares
de la Colectiva que lanzó su campaña para
son “extremamente sobrecargados de renta,”
poner fin a las tarifas por la recolección de
lo que significa que ellos dedican más de la
basura a principios de 2012.
mitad de los ingresos del hogar solamente a
la renta. Asimismo, LA se reconoce como la
A pesar de que sus contratos de alquiler
“capital” del país de personas sin techo, con
establecen que HACLA es financieramente
más de 51.000 seres humanos viviendo en las
responsable por ese servicio de basura,
calles. Queremos saber qué pasos concretos
los residentes de viviendas públicas han
proponen tomar los candidatos para hacer
tenido que pagar las costosas tarifas durante
frente a este crisis pero por desgracia, todo
años. “Esta es una gran noticia, que pasa
lo que hemos oído, en muy pocas palabras,
a validar lo que ya sabíamos: las malas
fue que ambos candidatos Garcetti y Greuel
decisiones en las políticas de HACLA nos
pondrían fin a la falta de techo en LA si
hace daño a todos los inquilinos de vivienda
fueran elegidos- algo que ningún otro
pública,” dijo el representante de la clase
alcalde ha logrado hacer, aun con un plan
Marco Galindo. En Diciembre, la Colectiva
de vivienda. En resumen, LA se encuentra
le presentó a HACLA más de 1.000 tarjetas
en medio de una fuerte crisis de vivienda y
postales firmadas por los residentes de varias merecemos un alcalde que se enfrentará a los
comunidades de vivienda pública pidiéndole temas que más importan a los residentes de
que resuelva el problema de la basura. Todos Los Angeles- la gran mayoría de los cuales
los residentes de vivienda pública deben de
rentan su hogar o están sin un hogar para
esperar a recibir la notificación de la demanda rentar.
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A pesar de la indiferencia chocante de los
candidatos a la crisis de vivienda, el 13
de febrero, presionada por un grupo de
inquilinos que se resisten a la demolición de
su vivienda de renta controlada, candidato
Jan Perry acordó abordar la crisis de vivienda
por públicamente apoyarlos en su llamada
por la preservación y ampliación de vivienda
económica y bajo control de rentas y la
reforma y ampliación de la Ordenanza de
Estabilización de Rentas de la Ciudad como
medidas concretas para poner fin a la crisis de
vivienda y de falta de vivienda.
Desde 2005, los inquilinos, cuyo edificio
está ubicado en 2913 S. Flower Street, a una
cuadra al norte de la oficina de campaña
de Perry, se han organizado para resistir y
desafiar a los esfuerzos de su propietario
para desalojar a todos los inquilinos de
largo plazo y convertir su edificio de 33
unidades bajo control de rentas a vivienda
únicamente para estudiantes. En una
demanda que archivaron en el año 2007, los
inquilinos denunciaron que ese esfuerzo era
discriminatorio y violaba la Ley de Vivienda
Justa. Con el tiempo, esa demanda se resolvió
y se detuvieron los desalojos. Sin embargo,
debido a la proximidad del edificio a la USC,
la nueva Línea Expo frente al edificio, y la
construcción de viviendas de lujo y para
estudiantes, ahora ellos se enfrenta a una
nueva amenaza. Constructores de vivienda
únicamente para estudiantes, la empresa
Symphony Development está en el proceso
de comprar la propiedad y se ha acercado
a los inquilinos pidiéndoles que desalojen
de sus apartamentos a cambio de fondos de
reubicación.
Continúa en la página 11
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Meeting Mr. O’Dell
However, I will attempt to pen a summary that gives you a bit of
the flavor.
Mr. O’Dell is one of the unsung heroes of the Civil Rights Movement but whose influence still reigns today. His experiences date
back to World War II as a U.S. Merchant Marine, followed by
his anti-racist organizing in the National Maritime Union and in
the Jim Crow South of the 1940’s and 1950’s. As if is that was not
enough, Jack also served as a trusted advisor to Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., working closely with him on voter registration campaigns,
the poor people’s campaign, and anti-war and international solidarity efforts.
Jack O’Dell was also the editor of Freedomways, the leading
African-American theoretical, political and cultural journal of the
1960s-1980s, featuring the works of literary titans such as James
Baldwin, W.E.B. Du Bois, Paul Robeson, African liberation leaders
Jomo Kenyatta and Kwame Nkrumah, and the work of three Nobel
Prize laureates.
At first glance Mr. O’Dell, at 89-years young, comes across as a
small framed and unassuming elder. He is not in search of the limelight or status. His voice need not bellow across the room to assert
his presence. Instead, his presence suggested that he was there to
listen, to learn, and, if asked, to share a story. His entire response
to Freedom Now was told utilizing stories of global struggles dating
back to the 1920’s. He seamlessly connected his ideological framework to concrete examples of organizing and activism that changed
the material conditions of workers (broadly defined) and communities.
Mr. O’Dell pointed to the relevance of those historical battles and
instructed attendees where we needed to look to fully understand
today’s context. At almost 90-years of age it appeared that very
little has been forgotten and that the fire and hunger for justice and
the reorganization of material goods still burned in his soul. And,

Jack O’Dell, his wife, Jane Power, and LA CAN’s Pete White.

he made the room laugh when doing so—the true mark of a great
storyteller is well-placed humor.
Personally, my introduction and fellowship with Jack O’Dell was a
truly transformative experience. The impact of the stories he shared
jolted me on numerous levels. They helped me understand why I
fight this fight. They highlighted the intense study that is needed
to understand the global context; our fight is a global fight. They
affirmed that our current strategies and tactics, while critiqued by
many, are in fact correct and similar to the struggles used to historically secure civil and economic rights in the US and abroad. Lastly,
they made me acutely aware of what is lost when we are not intentional about passing the baton of knowledge throughout successive
generations.
This last point moved me on a number of levels and I’m clear that
an investment must be made to secure our stories. It is my hope
that I will visit with Jack O’Dell in the near future and absorb all
that he has to offer. In our culture we’ve been taught to follow and
admire spokespersons of our movements, most oftentimes leading
to the demise of those individuals and our movements. During this
month of Black stories I encourage us all to dig just a bit deeper and
find more of the Jack O’Dells amongst us.

Word in the Hood
Gladys Park and San Julian Park were recently scheduled to be closed. Funding was found at the
last minute to keep them open for another 6 months. But this isn’t a long term solution.
How do you feel about the status of Skid Row parks? What what you do to improve the
situation? Any thoughts on how to improve the parks?

G.R.E.

Mark

Carmen

Leroy

“I think these parks
should stay open
for people who
want to utilize it in
a lawful manner. I
enjoy playing cards
and conversating
with my friends.
These are the only
parks in the area.”

“They’re opening up
parks in other parts of
the city, and in other
parts of Downtown
too. So I know they
have money
somewhere for these
parks. Also, the parks
need to stay open
longer so people can
enjoy them.”

“I feel it’s a shame if
they should close the
parks. While there are
areas where drugs
may be transacted,
there are also great
events held there,
such as the Skid Row
Arts Festival at Gladys Park and Father’s
Day in the Park at San
Julian Park.”

“Where would they have
people go? People use those
parks to get out, get fresh air,
meet people, play cards with
family and friends. They
don’t let us stay on the
sidewalks, so if we don’t
have the parks, where do
they want us to go? And
they got the money. They
just want it for middle class
people - they don’t want to
use their money for
homeless people.”
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DWAC presents The Vagina Monologues
WRITTEN BY DEBORAH BURTON

The vision of the Downtown Women’s Action Coalition (DWAC)
is to establish a collective voice that communicates the strength
and power of women in our community and to build a community that goes beyond service, one that values women, promotes
women’s rights, acknowledges and support women’s experiences, includes diverse women leaders, and has adequate housing.
To help achieve this vision, DWAC needs resources. This is why
every year DWAC hosts a fundraiser to raise funds that go to continue the much needed work with and for the women and girls of
the Skid Row community.
This year the women of DWAC will be bringing back their always
powerful and impressive performance of Eve Ensler’s Vagina
Monologues. The Vagina Monologues is a worldwide sensation that feature monologues (based on real interviews with real

women of all backgrounds) that relate to love, sex, and other
mysteries, struggles and triumphs of all women. In addition to
being a fundraiser, for many women in the Downtown LA area,
this is an important way to bring awareness to their experiences
of violence, struggle, survival, and perseverance.
A dance at DTLA Rising Against Street Harassment, an event at Pershing Square on February 14 as part of One Billion Rising. One Billion
Rising is a global day of action to end violence against women and
girls during which one billion women and men joined in solidarity to
rise and dance. The purpose: to shake the world into a new consciousness and stop the violence. For more info, visit onebillionrising.org.

LA CAN’s Team
Food Works Toward
EBT Access in
Farmer’s Markets,
Community Garden
Council in 2013
WRITTEN BY ERIC ARES

After years of successful gardening and antihunger policy advocacy, LA CAN’s Team
Food Committee is aiming to take the next
steps in improving community health and
access to fresh food for Downtown’s lowincome and homeless residents in 2013.
As in years past, members on the committee will continue work with our statewide
partners to push state lawmakers to lift the
ban on CalFresh (Food Stamps) for those
convicted of past drug sales offenses. Team
Food will also be focusing a lot more on
organizing strategies to address local issues
as well. For example, EBT (Food Stamp)
access has increased everywhere through
the city and state except for Downtown and
Skid Row. Only one of four local Farmer’s
Markets has EBT access. This is why Team
Food made it a priority to get EBT access at

“I’m involved with the Vagina Monologues celebration because I
am my sister’s keeper,” said Janine Betts, one of the performers.
“I must assist women that have been abused, misused, disfigured
or battered. So I am going to lend myself to help my sisters by any
means necessary wtih all that I have to give. GIRL ROCK!”

these markets, especially since - without full
service grocery stores nearby - these markets
represent the only way low-income residents can find fresh produce locally.
After conducting some visits, community
residents learned that the Spring Street.
Farmer’s Market is the one Downtown market with EBT access. Team Food members
are also now working with the market organizers in Pershing Square and Council Member Huizar’s Office to get EBT machines at
that market. The next steps will be getting
Food Stamp access in City Hall Farmer’s
Market and the new market which will be
opening up soon in Grand Park.
Team Food will also be expanding its gardening work by establishing a “Skid Row
Community Garden Council.” The idea is
simple: There are a number of community
gardens and gardeners in Skid Row. Why
not collaborate together - sharing skills,
resources, and experiences - to help green
the community as well as provide fresh locally grown fruits, vegetables, and flowers?
The first convening was held on Thursday,
February 7, and it was a huge success - with
gardeners from the Cobb Apartments, Las
Americas, 7th/San Julian and LA CAN
attending. We will be meeting again next
month to see how we can work together to
garden in and around Skid Row.
5

LA CAN’s Rooftop Garden, which is part of the
Skid Row Community Garden Council.

These are just a few of the plans Team
Food has in the works for 2013. Growing
fresh vegetables, organizing for EBT access in Farmer’s Markets, continuing our
anti-hunger policy advocacy - all are part of
the collective effort of improving community health through improving our access
to good food. All are welcome to join us in
trying to make Skid Row a healthier, more
nutritious community. Team Food meets
the 1st and 3rd Thursday of every month at
10:30 am at LA CAN (530 S. Main St.).
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Instead of Pointing Fingers at
Homeless Residents, Let’s Solve
These Problems:
Improvement Districts (BIDs). Why not in Skid

Row? Why doesn’t the City of Los Angeles have adequate trash cans and regularly
scheduled city weekly trash pickup? We’re
not sure – yet – but LA CAN members are
committed to solving this problem.

For years, community residents have taken
on the task of cleaning up the streets themselves. For example, OG’s N Service has
organized a group of Skid Row residents
that volunteer their own time, trash cans,
personal resources and supplies to clean city
streets. Oftentimes working alongside them
are other residents living on those blocks
who take pride in keeping their community
clean – they just need the brooms and supplies to do it.
The BIDs also help some, but mostly on the
outskirts of Skid Row, such as Main Street or
7th Street. Lastly, there is the City’s “homeless cleanup crew” which, until recently,
focused more on stealing personal property from the homeless than cleaning up
the streets and now only provides clean up
services sporadically. Despite these efforts,
there is still no consistent, effective trash collection in our community and we have yet to
receive our fair share of trash cans.
In addition to uncollected trash leading to
health and safety concerns, there are also
only five public toilets throughout Skid Row
despite the large numbers of homeless residents in need of 24-7 bathroom access and
other Downtown residents and visitors who
also need public bathroom access. LA CAN
members have been monitoring the five
restrooms since the Public Health Department urged the City to increase the number
of bathrooms and ensure the existing ones
were clean, in working order, and had soap.
LA CAN members and other residents have
recorded night-time closures (from 6 pm – 6

Don’t Believe the Hype!

Dorner the Latest to Highlight
LAPD Corruption
WRITTEN BY LA CAN

In early February ex-LAPD Officer Christopher Dorner captured the attention of the
entire country by becoming the latest in a
long string of whistleblowers who expose
LAPD corruption and injustice.
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am, when the restrooms in the parks and
other places are also closed), some are out of
service for long periods of time and the overall cleanliness and availability of supplies are
spotty at best. The lack of bathrooms leaves
many residents and shoppers, and especially
homeless residents, with no other choice
but to relieve themselves in public places at
times. In addition to health concerns, this
can then lead to people being ticketed or arrested by LAPD and even, at times, charged
as sex offenders.
The City has largely responded to complaints from business associations and
others that attribute health and safety issues
to homeless residents by increasing police
enforcement. The problem is not homeless residents – that problem is much larger
and is solved by housing, not policing. But
in order to address the immediate health
and safety issues and protect everyone, the
City must step up to its responsibilities and
provide more trash cans and trash collection
if they want less litter on streets. The City
must also provide more public toilets, ensure
24-7 access, and keep them maintained. In
fact, the City just needs to enforce its contract
with the public restroom provider who is
obligated to service the restrooms!
LA CAN members have been meeting with
Councilmember Huizar’s staff and Department of Public Health representatives to
discuss the simple solutions to trash and
bathroom access in Skid Row. Both have
expressed their commitment to equity in
basic City services and solving these problems. In fact, Councilmember Huizar’s office
was able to add some City trash cans in
areas around San Pedro and Crocker Street.
Unfortunately, they are no longer in place
but there is a commitment to getting them
back and ensuring they are serviced. Councilmember Huizar’s office also confirmed
they had solved the problem of the public
restrooms closing at night, and now all five
restrooms are accessible 24-7.
Progress is being made, but there remains

As seen in this photo, many residents and other Skid
Row stakeholders keep the streets clean. However,
without any trash cans, people are left to leave even
bagged trash on the curb.

much work to be done. For example, besides
the basic solutions of providing trash cans
and collection and ensuring adequate bathroom access, LA CAN members have also
suggested that residents be involved in these
solutions and jobs (or at least stipends) could
be provided to low-income and homeless
residents as a dual benefit.
LA CAN’s Civil Rights committee will continue to work on these issues and update the
broader community through the Community
Connection. However, it’s everyone’s responsibility to stand up and get involved. If
we don’t say anything - who’s gonna say it?
If we don’t stand up – who’s gonna stand up
for us? And if we don’t fight, who’s gonna
fight for us? Together we stand, divided we
dead!
Come join other community residents every Monday
at 1:00 PM at LA CAN where we’ll be discussing numerous health and public safety issues, including the
policing and occupation of Skid Row… ALL POWER
TO THE PEOPLE!

the same way as they have preyed upon
the most vulnerable and under-privileged
members of society, that the oppressed feel
vindicated. The oppressed feel that justice
is finally being dealt. The oppressed feel
that there is some form of defense happening. The irony is, of course, that it had to
happen from within, by an exceptional cop
gone rogue, by a brilliant and deadly human
being trained by the oppressors of whom he
was part – until he was punished for being a
whistleblower, and cast out from the elite.”

We cannot and do not condone the taking
of innocent life. However, we cannot simply
dismiss him as a “mad man” or “bad apple”
as LAPD and mainstream media would have
us do.

“To be targeted because of what you are…
that is absolutely terrifying,” said Chief Beck
as the Dorner saga unfolded. How ironic is
this coming from a man in charge of an department that has profiled and targeted poor
black and brown communities for decades.

Activist and Write Ruth Fowler put it well
when she said, “I’m not a violent person,
and I do not support gratuitous violence in
any form. This includes, but is not limited
to, state-sanctioned violence. I do, however,
support the idea of justice and of self defense, particularly given the lack of both of
these rights under the current system. It’s
not hard to see that when a group of oppressors suddenly become the prey in much

Now that Dorner is (reportedly) dead, much
of the news about him will likely calm. But
this doesn’t end here. We must continute to
investigate Dorner’s claims as well as the
testimonies of countless others who experience the corruption of LAPD on a daily basis. We must move to take true community
control over the LAPD. It is clear they can’t
police our communities or themselves.
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Has the culture of the the Los Angeles Police Department really changed? This photo was taken in the
lobby of LAPD Headquarters. In the lead white horse
is LAPD Chief Charlie Beck, who, during the Dorner
manhunt, said “To be targeted because of what you
are...that is absolutely terrifying.” Welcome
to the club, Charlie.
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¡En vez de ponerles dedo a los
residentes sin techo, resolvamos
estos simples problemas!

¿Qué no sería algo obvio las necesidades
básicas tales como el acceso a los BAÑOS Y
LA recolección de BASURA?
ESCRITO POR GENERAL DOGON Y KARL SCOTT

Los residentes, tanto alojados y sin hogar, así como
los compradores y otros visitantes al Centro, se han
quejado de la falta de baños públicos y basureros en
la comunidad de Skid Row, y los temas relacionados
con la salud que esto representa. Estas quejas fueron
validadas por el Departamento de Salud Pública del
Condado de Los Ángeles en su informe de mayo
2012 que recomendó que la Ciudad, entre otras cosas,
“Proporcione baños públicos adicionales particularmente sobre las calles San Julián, San Pedro y Crocker” y “Proporcione un número adecuado de basureros con una colección frecuente, según sea necesario
para evitar la acumulación de basura y escombros
en la acera.” Hasta la fecha, el Ayuntamiento no ha
hecho ninguna de estas cosas.
Mientras que una gran parte de la comunidad de Skid
Row está bien mantenida por los residentes, organizaciones sin fines de lucro y otras personas interesadas, en muchas de las calles las personas se ven
obligadas a depositar su basura en el suelo, porque
simplemente no hay botes de basura a la vista. Mientras que muchos de afuera de nuestra comunidad han
criticado el problema de la basura, simplemente no se
puede resolver sin suficientes basureros y recolección
de basura. Además, esta situación crea un problema
para los que son multados por tirar basura. A lo largo
del resto del Centro, hay múltiples basureros en casi
cada cuadra y recolección de basura habitual, ya sea
por el Ayuntamiento o por los Distritos de Mejoramiento de Negocios (“BIDs” por sus siglas en Inglés). ¿Por qué no en Skid Row? ¿Por qué será que la
Ciudad de Los Angeles no tiene suficientes basureros
y una recolección regular de basura cada semana? No
estamos seguros - todavía - pero Los miembros de LA
CAN se han comprometido a resolver este problema.
Durante años, los residentes de la comunidad se han
dado a la tarea de limpiar las calles ellos mismos. Por
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ejemplo, OG’s N Service ha organizado un grupo
de residentes de Skid Row que ofrecen voluntariamente su tiempo, basureros, sus recursos personales
y los materiales para limpiar las calles de la ciudad.
A menudo, a la par de ellos trabajan personas que
viven en esas mismas cuadras que se enorgullecen de
mantener limpia su comunidad - sólo necesitan sus
propias escobas y materiales para hacerlo. Los BID’s
también ayudan un poco, pero sobre todo en la periferia de Skid Row, tal como en las Calles Main o 7th.
Por último, existe el “equipo de limpieza de los sin
techo” de la ciudad que, hasta hace poco, se dedicaba
más a robar los bienes personales de las personas
sin hogar que a la limpieza de las calles y ahora sólo
ofrece servicios de limpieza de forma esporádica. A
pesar de estos esfuerzos, no hay ninguna recolección
de basura consistente y eficaz en nuestra comunidad y aún no hemos recibido nuestra parte justa de
basureros.
Además de que la falta de la recolección de basura
provoca problemas de salud y seguridad, solamente hay cinco baños públicos en todo Skid Row a
pesar del gran número de residentes sin hogar que
necesitan acceso a los baños 24-7 y otros residentes y
visitantes al Centro que también necesitan acceso a
los baños públicos. Los miembros de LA CAN han
estado monitoreando los cinco baños desde que el
Departamento de Salud Pública le suplicó a la Ciudad
a aumentar el número de baños y garantizar que los
baños actuales se mantengan limpios, en buen funcionamiento, y con jabón. Los miembros de LA CAN
y otros residentes han reportado que estos baños son
cerrados por la noche (de 6 pm - 6 am, cuando los
baños en los parques y otros lugares también están
cerrados) - algunos están fuera de servicio por largos
períodos de tiempo y en general, la limpieza y disponibilidad de materiales en las mejores circunstancias es irregular. La falta de baños deja muchos residentes y compradores, y especialmente los residentes
sin hogar, sin otra opción que a veces tener que hacer
sus necesidades en lugares públicos. Además de los
problemas de salud, esto puede resultar en multas o
arrestos de las personas por LAPD e incluso, a veces
ellos pueden ser acusados como

agresores sexuales.
En gran medida, la Ciudad le ha respondido a las
quejas de las asociaciones empresariales y otras personas que atribuyen los problemas de salud y seguridad
a los residentes sin hogar con aumentar las fuerzas de
policía. El problema no son los residentes sin hogar
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- ese problema es mucho mas grande y se resuelve
con la vivienda, no con policía. Con el fin de abordar
las cuestiones de la salud y la seguridad y proteger
a todos, la Ciudad debe intensificar sus responsabilidades y proporcionar más basureros y recolección
de basura si quieren menos basura en las calles. La
ciudad también debe ofrecer más baños públicos,
garantizar el acceso de 24-7, y mantenerlos. De hecho,
el Ayuntamiento sólo tiene que hacer cumplir su
contrato con el proveedor de los baños público ¡quien
está obligado a reparar los baños!
Los miembros de LA CAN se han estado reuniendo
con el personal del Concejal Huizar y representantes
del Departamento de Salud Pública para discutir las
soluciones sencillas para el acceso a basureros y baños
en Skid Row. Ambos han expresado su compromiso
a la equidad en los servicios básicos de la Ciudad y
en resolver estos problemas. De hecho, la oficina del
Concejal Huizar fue capaz de añadir seis basureros de
la Ciudad a las áreas de las calles San Pedro y Crocker. Por desgracia, ya no están en su lugar, pero hay un
compromiso para conseguirlos de nuevo y asegurar
de que sean atendidos. La oficina del Concejal Huizar
también confirmó que había resuelto el problema
del cierre de los baños públicos por la noche, y ahora
todos los cinco baños deben ser accesibles 24-7.
Estamos progresando, pero aún queda mucho trabajo por hacer. Por ejemplo, además de las soluciones
básicas de proveer basureros, recolección de basura y
asegurar el acceso adecuado a los baños, los miembros
de LA CAN también han sugerido que se involucren
los residentes en estas soluciones y que se podrían proporcionar trabajos (o al menos estipendios) a personas
de bajos ingresos y residentes sin hogar como un doble
beneficio. El Comité de Derechos Civiles de LA CAN
continuará trabajando en estos temas y en actualizar
a la comunidad a través del Community Connection.
Sin embargo, es responsabilidad de todos para ponerse
de pie y participar. Si no decimos nada - ¿quién lo va a
decir? Si no resistimos - ¿quién nos va a defender? Y si
no luchamos, ¿quién va a luchar por nosotros? Juntos
lo venceremos, divididos moriremos!
Venga, únase a otros residentes de la comunidad
cada Lunes a las 1PM en LA CAN donde discutiremos varios temas de la salud y la seguridad publica
incluyendo el uso de la policía y la ocupación de Skid
Row…. ¡EL PODER ES DEL PUEBLO!

to children. LA CAN has worked for more than a decade to end and prevent
all types of discrimination in accessing housing and will continue to do so,
as we firmly believe and assert that housing is a human right. The type of
unfair targeting and segregation that the CCFO would have created are simply not acceptable in Los Angeles or anywhere else. LA CAN and partners
will work to ensure the CCFO, in the current or any revised version, does
not become law in our City. The City Council should focus on creating much
needed housing options, not eliminating them.

Continued from page 1

Community Care Facilities Ordinance
WRITTEN BY JESSE BUENROSTRO AND BECKY DENNISON

under the umbrella of the Stop CCFO Coalition. The Coalition believes in
healthy, safe and diverse communities and that shared housing is a crucial
component in ensuring this goal throughout all of the City.
In addition to the broad community opposition, there were legal challenges
to the CCFO as well. The proposed CCFO was likely to be found in violation of the federal Fair Housing Act and other laws. At the hearing, Autumn
Elliot of Disability Rights California and Mercedes Marquez, the head of the
City’s Housing Department, both testified to the fair housing problems with
the ordinance. Yet the City Attorney testified to the opposite, raising questions about the City’s due diligence in drafting this ordinance, protecting the
City against lawsuits, and upholding fair access to housing for all.
The community made a strong presence and raised a powerful voice against
segregation and discrimination. Hundreds of people filled Council chambers
to standing room only and another hundred or so listened outside. When
Councilmember Rosendahl asked the opponents of the ordinance to stand, at
least 95% of those inside Council chambers stood up in solidarity. The Council only allowed ten minutes of total testimony from the hundreds of opponents, limiting one of the key forms of democracy for LA residents. However,
opposition speakers that did get a chance to weigh in included Elise Buik of
the United Way and Maria Elena Durazo of the LA County Federation of
Labor. They presented the coalition’s positions about the need for maintaining all types of affordable housing and countered stereotypes that had been
promoted about the negative impacts of shared housing.
Although the Council did not take definitive action to defeat the CCFO, the
Stop CCFO Coalition has shifted the political winds substantially. During the
debate, Councilmembers Parks and Zine both indicated in their presentations
that they were opposed to the ordinance, and Councilmembers Alarcon, Huizar
and Rosendahl presented their ongoing strong opposition to the CCFO. Even
one of the supporters, Councilmember Koretz, indicated he would vote for
the CCFO that day but he believed it still needed revisions before final passage. Englander, once defiant and sure of broad support for the ordinance, was
clearly angry at the end of the hearing and actually compared the opponents

The strength of the STOP CCFO Coalition is its diversity - boasting over 150
groups and organizations for across sectors and areas of L.A.
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It’s Only My Opinion
WRITTEN BY AL SABO

- Lakers - Is it even possible that D’Antoni is
worse than Brown? You betcha! Any coach
that takes a team’s biggest asset - size - and
parlays it into a liability needs to go back to
the Italian League and stay out of the NBA
where the big boys play.
- Jim Buss - His arrogance, lack of experience, and insecurity have turned the Lakers
into the laughing stock of the league. Admit
it, Jim, you hired the wrong guy. Swallow
your pride and D’Antoni’s contract and
name Bickerstaff Head Coach for the remainder of the season. Then, try to mend
fences with Phil Jackson and hope he has
more class than you and will accept your
late offer to return to the Lakers next year.
- Phil Mickelson - Isn’t it a pity? A kid
whose backyard was part of the fairway
of a country club and who grew up with
all the advantages of Richie Rich is upset
because he pays around 62% of his income
to taxes. If that were true he needs a new
accountant, a new tax attorney, or a better
math instructor. I always suspected he was
a spoiled rich kid, but I didn’t know he was
full of crap too.
Even though he’s self-employed and must
pay the full 16% to Social Security, it’s only
on the first $103,000 of his $47 million a
year in earnings. This means that while you
and I contribute between 8% and 16% of
our total income to Social Security, he pays
only .00017%. And, with his travel, dress,
and lodging expenses to write off one must
wonder if he pays any taxes at all.
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- Cardenas Goes to Washington - Jose Cardenas always had the good looks of a Congressman, but little else. However, since he
was elected to U.S. Congress I’ve come to
the conclusion that good looks are more important than brains. But I still wonder what
will Tony do now that he no longer has Jan
Perry instructing him on how to vote.
- Senator Rand Paul - How did he get elected
anyway? The fine people of Kentucky must
have been on moonshine the day of his
election. Paul, a darling of the Tea Party,
proved to be a big loser like his father when
he claimed that if he were president, he
would have fired Hillary Clinton after the
attack on the American Embassy in Benghazi.
His disdain of Clinton is prompted by his
desire to run for President in 2016. On
the other hand, John McCain’s berating
of Clinton stems from the fact that he’s a
poor loser who holds grudges. With this
incident, both of these senators proved just
how small they are.
- Governor Jerry Brown - With a super majority in the state assembly and with a surplus
in the budget it’s time to end the rhetoric
and act to restore dental and eye coverage
to MediCal while also insuring all lowincome individuals, not only those with
minor children.
- The Upper 1% - They own 93% of this
country’s wealth. It only stands to reason
that they should then pay off 93% of the
country’s debt. Yet with tax loopholes
many of them don’t pay a cent in taxes.
- Lieutenant Paulson - Thank God she’s
gone. She fell victim to her own battles with

Some Reflections on Race and
Class in the Downtown
Neighborhood Council
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discrimination. She let her struggles overwhelm her good judgement. Rather than
protecting and serving all, she often placed
her own ambitions ahead of common sense.
She could have made a difference, if only
she could have overcome her own gremlins.
- Downtown News - In an article highly
critical of LA City Council President Herb
Wesson, Executive Editor Jon Regarde of
the DT News lambasted Wesson in a way
that reeked of Jan Perry’s influence. The
article was so defamatory and biased that
one is led to believe that it may have been
contrived by ghost writer Jan. Unlike Perry,
Wesson has generally supported the causes
of the people and not the interests of big
business. Regarde, your article slandering
Wesson should be flushed down the toilet.
- Skid Row Missions - Don’t confuse them
with the good work of the Salvation Army.
How can anyone escape Skid Row and
poverty with no money? Yet several of the
missions take their patrons entire General
Relief check, claiming that if they didn’t the
money would only go for illegal drugs and
alcohol. That might be a good premise if
all who receive their services were addicts,
but that just isn’t the case. By taking all of
the money of residents for the services they
provide, the missions leave many penniless
and on a path of theft and crime. Everyone
doesn’t do drugs as the missions would
lead you to believe. However, everyone
needs money to exist and without it poverty becomes a way of life that can often lead
to a life of crime. Wake up, Andy Bales!
These are only my personal opinions. If you want
to agree with or counter these positions, send your
comments to The Community Connection, Attn: Al
530 S. Main St. 90013

Max weighed in on an issue more than once, she stated, “If you continually interrupt, you will be removed.” On what grounds? Yes,
DLANC operates under Robert’s rules, but Representatives have the
option, if not the obligation, to make their point heard. Later, when
Max requested to pull agenda items off the consent calendar, within
regulations, Patty responded, “You can if you want to, but we will
be here later.” She didn’t say that to anyone else who wanted to
discuss certain items further. And is the point to make informed
decisions on neighborhood issues, or get out of the monthly meeting
within a certain time?

WRITTEN BY BECKY DENNISON

I attended the January monthly meeting of the Downtown Los
Angeles Neighborhood Council (DLANC). I have a long history of
interacting with DLANC, as LA CAN was very involved in the early
years and I personally served on DLANC committees in the past.
I haven’t participated in DLANC meetings of any kind in several
years but, in January, still observed the race and class issues to be
incredibly problematic

Lastly, there were about 20 or so low-income and homeless residents present at the January meeting – some from LA CAN, some
from Occupy, and some others I personally know or recognized.
We weren’t there as an organized group and no one, that I know of,
put in public comment cards. Yet at the very beginning of the meeting, Patty Berman announced that she noted a large number of people in attendance and that the “group” should pick a representative
to speak on their behalf. She said there would only be ten minutes
total for public comment. Why would a group of any kind, let alone
people who were there separately, have to choose a spokesperson at
a neighborhood council meeting? Why is public comment limited
to ten minutes? Isn’t this supposed to be a forum for people to have
their voices heard, included and actually then REPRESENTED by
this council? And why is the meeting opened with the statement
that most people will not be heard - why is that pre-determined?

The craziest moment of the evening for me was when a representative was making an announcement about the Martin Luther King
Day event to be held at Grand Park. Michael Key and General Jeff,
Skid Row residents and longtime DLANC representatives, raised
some questions about African American representation on the
planning committee and at the event itself. They suggested, among
other things, that African American artists should be included on
the bill and that more outreach for the planning committee would
be helpful. Among the few African American DLANC representatives, both were raising important issues to the person who made
the announcement. Yet Patty Berman, DLANC President, abruptly
shut down this conversation, even stating that their comments were
“not really germane to the announcement.” Really? The issues of
race and equal representation in a public event are not “germane” to
Martin Luther King Day?? Ridiculous.

Race and class – both divisions and points of unity – are crucial issues in Downtown Los Angeles, which is home to some of the highest income and lowest income Angelinos, home to a historic Black
community, and now also home to mostly white “new downtowners.” DLANC leadership should be required to explore these issues
more deeply and get some training on white privilege and how it is
perpetuated, both intentionally and unintentionally.

Patty Berman also made inappropriate and demeaning comments
to Max, the DLANC Homeless Representative, on several occasions.
She did not do this to other representatives in the same way. After
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DIDN’T WORK THEN, WON’T
WORK NOW
WRITTEN BY WESTERN REGIONAL ADVOCACY PROJECT | ART BY WRAP

Not until the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of
1965 did Jim Crow laws finally become part of history. Not until
1974 did Chicago take off the books the last Ugly Law that penalized and fined “any person on the streets….who is diseased,
maimed, mutilated, or in any way deformed, so as to be an unsightly or disgusting object. “And Anti-Okie laws were constitutional
until the California Supreme Court decision of 1941.
None of these discriminatory laws would have been overturned
without deep community organizing to get the power structure of
the time to pay attention. On December 3, 2012, a Homeless Person’s Bill of Rights and Fairness Act was introduced in California
to strike down our current version of discriminatory laws that oust
people from local communities or criminalize their presence by forbidding them to sit or lie on public sidewalks or distribute free food
in public parks. Rhode Island has already passed a Homeless Bill
of Rights, Oregon is planning to do the same and other communities are interested in following. These bills are written to protect the
rights of extremely poor or homeless people, rights that most of us
take for granted – the right to equal treatment from state and local
government agencies, or the right to use public spaces as everyone
else, or the right to engage in basic life sustaining activities.
Better laws and passage of good bills don’t just happen. They need
public awareness and widespread support. The California Homeless Bill of Rights is cosponsored by East Bay Community Law Center, Western Center on Law and Poverty, Jericho: a voice for Justice,
an interfaith community, and by WRAP, whose members include
long time community organizations spanning from Los Angeles to
Portland, Oregon.

A Homeless Bill of Rights lifts and deepens the debates about “what
to do” when we have over 3 million people a year without housing on any given day. The obvious answer, of course, is affordable
housing. Homelessness exists primarily because we have cut back
funding for affordable housing and therefore, forced people onto
the street from where we then try to banish them.
But we add: A Homeless Bill of Rights is more than a response
to an isolated set of discriminatory policies against those who are
economically disenfranchised. It underscores our desperate need
in this country to once and for all create a society where all people
are valued and treated with the dignity and respect they deserve. It
speaks against our age-old pattern of laws that are used to coerce,
to humiliate or dehumanize. A Homeless Bill of Rights reconfirms
rights that we all know intuitively exist, and at the same time it allows those who are experiencing homelessness to stand against the
structural violence that they are experiencing.

Steady and strong community organizing is leading more and more
groups and people to join hands across the boundaries of their
particular race, class, work or interests – religious workers, mental
health and housing advocates, political activists, neighbors and
friends. We can finally break into the “appalling silence of the good
people,” which is how Martin Luther King put it in 1963 when he
wrote his letter from Birmingham Jail.
But our challenge is now. Any time government tells a person,
“your presence is unacceptable in our community,” it is a civil
rights issue. Anytime local governments demonize one segment of
society in order to control their movements and justify their removal from public spaces, it is a civil rights issue. Local “anti-homeless”
police enforcement campaigns, separate court systems, property
confiscations and the closing of public spaces – these are in the forefront of today’s civil rights battles. Homelessness has become a civil
rights issue.

The legislative mandate in the California bill includes prevention
of any discrimination because of housing status. Once police are
no longer given the power to remove homeless people from visibility we may be able to make more progress in the larger national
conversation around federal housing priorities, social justice, and
equality.

The Theft of Everyone’s Home:
A Personal Account of the Fall of
#FuerzaHernandez

Even though we had known this moment was coming for 124
days, as the 30 of us were led into the chill of the early morning air at gunpoint, past the seemingly endless lines of nervous
cops equipped with shotguns and bulletproof vests, I could not
help but be surprised at the extreme response to what had been
an entirely peaceful protest. I shouldn’t have been. Having been
involved in many face to face confrontations with police on the
streets of Downtown LA, I should have been well aware that the
first response of the reactionary monied class to any attempt by
the people to enforce their basic human rights is to criminalize us,
using the very agencies we pay for to deny us our rights. Even
still the response was, in a word, overkill.

WRITTEN BY ADAM RICE

At 4:30 AM on December 27, 2012, over 200 members of “Law Enforcement,” including some 50 LA County Sheriff’s deputies and
more than 150 LAPD officers, descended on 14620 Leadwell Street
in Van Nuys. They brought with them the implied violence of
firearms, armored vehicles, tear gas, and full riot gear, all to throw
one family out into the street -- ending likely the longest posteviction foreclosure defense in California’s history. Tragically, that
same morning on Sherman Way and Van Nuys Boulevard, one
block away from the Hernandez home, a homeless woman was
set on fire at the bus bench that had been her spot for years. Even
though about 200 sworn officers were just down the block, a civilian had to chase down the attacker, and hold him for 30 minutes
until the police arrived since they were apparently too busy with
their plan to make the Hernandez family and many of their supporters homeless.

Despite the direct and obvious evidence of fraud on the part of
Countrywide and Bank of America presented by the Hernandez
family, both directly to the police and in court, nearly half a million dollars in public money was spent to harass and criminalize an innocent family simply to evict them from a house with a
market value of barely $260,000. I remember thinking, “How, in
a country where vacant homes outnumber homeless people 5 to
1, in a city where tens of thousands of people sleep on the streets
every night, is this ridiculous waste of public funds even slightly
justifiable?”
Continued on page 10
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Continued from page 9

#FuerzaHernandez
The pigs finally shuffled us out from behind
the police lines and into the parking lot of
Lucky’s supermarket, which had recently
closed down because of all the displacement
in the area. Guadalupe Hernandez, who we
had come to call Mama Lupe, stood on the
sidewalk across Wynedote Street wrapped
in a purple blanket, looking distraught, and
shivering in the cold. Brother Ulisses stood
next to his mother, eyes fixed on the ground,
the heat of his anger palpable in the early
morning air. But it was the look on Javier
Hernandez’s face, that mixture of sorrow,
guilt, and shock, as he took in the scene
of his mother, brothers, and the rest of his
newly adopted family huddled with whatever meager possessions they had managed
to save that still haunts me to this day.
A gray Mustang followed by two U-Haul
trucks pulled onto Wynedote and were
stopped at the police line until the driver
announced that he was from the bank. The
jeering from our people began, at which
point the police surrounded the car as if
President Obama himself was inside. This
served to reinvigorate our makeshift clan
of family members, houseless activists, and
organizers and shake us out of our dejection.
The rest of the morning was a blur of activity
as our team sprang into action, challenging
the unnecessary police presence, herding
the media, and destroying the police’s credibility in front of the neighbors. Our people
were in rare form, and I was never more
proud of us than in those immediate posteviction hours.
A little past 10:00 AM, after the U-haul
trucks pulled away illegally carrying out the
Hernandez family’s memories and possessions from their home of 7 years, the Sheriffs
returned in their armored vehicles to the
station. I imagine they patted themselves
on the back for following orders, and I hope
they hated themselves a little. After the
LAPD slinked wearily back to their patrol
cars, a rough morning of oppressing the people behind them, the neighbors were finally
able to poke their heads out of the houses
they were ordered to, “Get the fuck inside”
of by the pigs. Antonio and Javi led us back
down Leadwell Street to the place that had,
until that morning, been everyone’s home.
I walked a few steps behind Mama Lupe.
The wooden barricade painted with the
large letters, “Government of, for and by the
people” had been replace by a 12-foot chain
link fence. The banners reading, “Housing is
a human right” and “Bank stolen property”
were gone, replaced by a 2x2 foot sign that
said, “For Sale, Ben Soifer Realty.” Mama
Lupe sighed deeply to herself and said, “Mi
casa,” then looked around at her children,
the ones she had given birth to, and those
of us she had taken in over the last four
months.
We felt dejected, depressed, powerless.
Swallowing her own pain, Lupe did what
needed to be done, what only a mother
could do. She grabbed a lone metal lawn
chair, left behind on the curb by the real
estate company that had just stolen all of her
earthly possessions, pulled it up in front of

The #FuerzaHernandez family standing strong and continuing the struggle.

the fence, sat down, threw her fist high in
the air, and proclaimed “La fuerza sigue!”
(the strength continues).
Those words, spoken in the kind and powerful tones of her voice, sparked something in
those of us who couldn’t speak, nor think,
nor do anything in that moment but silently stare at the ground and one another
with confusion and sadness. It was as if the
sun finally burst through the clouds after a
rainstorm. It was a reminder of why we had
come to Leadwell Street in the first place
-- to empower the people. She continued,
translated to the group through Javier, “
Thank you all for all of your hard work. I
love you all. Our fight isn’t over, it has just
begun. Anyone else that needs help, we will
be there to fight with them.” It was at this
moment that the tears I had been repressing
all morning finally pushed their way past
my anger.
See, that’s what made #FuerzaHernandez,
and the Hernandez family, so special. Not
only was the one story house with the 9-foot
painted barricade around it enforcing the
Hernandez family and their supporters’
human right to housing, it had become the
unofficial heart of the local community. A
place where things like children’s parties
and know your rights classes were held,
where tenants could go to learn how to fight
their evictions, or neighbors could stop by to
have a friendly conversation. For 4 months,
Van Nuys had a real community center.
The #FuerzaHernandez resistance served to
inspire housing victims across the country,
and presented a strong example of people
coming together to fight an unjust system.
For example, the Lucero family of East LA
built a barricade to protect against their
eviction, and as of this writing they are still
standing strong 91 days after their November 4, 2012 eviction date. La fuerza sigue
indeed.
But, not a day goes by that I don’t think of
the look on Javi’s face on that cold December
morning, looking at all of us with such sadness and guilt, as if he had failed us, when,
the way I see, it was the other way around.
If the #FuerzaHernandez action was any
kind of victory, it was a Pyrrhic one. When
Lupe left that morning, she and her family
were forced to cram 12 people into a small
apartment down the street from their stolen home. When they tried to pick up their
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belongings, a representative from Soifer’s
office tried to get Javi to sign off on the contents of the storage space without being able
to examine them, and left, with everything
the family owned still being held to ransom,
when he refused.
A month and a half later, Lupe still can’t
find work and may be forced to move back
to Mexico with Adrian, her youngest son.
The breakup of the family we fought so hard
to prevent may well still happen anyway.
While Ben Soifer, B of A, and all the other
money grubbing scumbags involved in the
their fraudulent eviction are safe in their
homes with their families, homes purchased
by perpetrating the suffering of others.
While 150 million of us struggle to breathe
under the crushing weight of poverty, and
big banks and their seemingly hired hands,
the police, spread terror in the name of those
who exploit and oppress us.
The Hernandez family will survive and
thrive - have no doubt. Their family and
community solidarity has never been stronger. Their courage and self determination
in the face of a corrupt vampiristic system
serves as in inspiration an inspiration to us
all. B of A had to send its minions to destroy
#FuerzaHernandez, its very existence exposed the illegitimacy of the US financial
system -- simply by telling millions of other
people in the same situation that they were
not alone and they could fight back.
Now imagine if everyone facing forced
eviction did the same. What would happen?
We would win. So what is holding us back?
Fear? Everything that has happened to the
Hernandez family post-eviction would have
happened whether they had resisted or not.
A lack of leadership? It is time to stop waiting on someone to lead us out of the darkness, and turn on the lights ourselves. You
are the next great leader in your community.
You are the next Malcolm X, the next Ella
Baker, the next Fred Hampton, the next Angela Davis. If you or your neighbor are facing eviction, do not panic and do not move
-- ORGANIZE. The power is yours, sisters
and brothers, all you have to do is seize it.
Take back your land! Take back your homes!
Amandala Ngawethu! Power to the Poor
People! And peace to you all, if you are
willing to fight for it.
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Local Skid Row Poet Releases Powerful New Collection
Anthemic and driven with purpose, filled with the lives of the poet’s heroes and heroines,
the new collection, Conveyer of the Sayer, is steeped in the powerful humanist slogans of
the 20th century. Author Billy Shaw knows of whom and what he is talking of precisely in each poem, he conveys an experience akin to flag-raising, to the flying of brave banners
through a martial breeze.
In his opening poem, “My Heroes,” he says: “These are my heroes, who dedicated their
lives/ To uplifting the spirit of justice, which had been so/ undeniably deprived./ Here’s
to their memory that lives on in us all./ Cheers to their vision of the future; may we
equally/ heed the call.” Yet Shaw, a longtime resident of Skid Row, is realistic in all these,
leavening his poetry with uncannily familiar portraits and renditions of the people’s
champions which he idolizes and the times in which they lived. Many of the poems are of
actual events that happened to Shaw or those that he witnessed and are filled with hardcore love, death, violence, the loss of loved ones, and the rebelliousness of the oppressed.
To request a complimentary paperback review copy,
contact the publisher at (888) 795-4274 x7879.
To purchase copies of the book for resale, please fax Xlibris at
(610) 915-0294 or call (888) 795-4274 x7879.
For more information, contact Xlibris at (888) 795-4274 or on the web at www.Xlibris.com.

A Pencil's View
by BIlly Shaw

I am a pencil that writes with your hand
I can do nothing alone, but then again
I am the instrument of communication
With my use civilizations are brought to desolation
I am the silent friend or enemy of man
My unspoken word can rebuild or destroy the land
I’d like to take the time to show you how things used to be
I’d like to take you back in a time before prehistory
On an adventure through unknown days
Back before a time when the sun shed no rays
Let’s go back to when mind was a matter of space
And Imagine if you can now where or place
I imagine mind with no conception
Unforetold nor spoken perception
Just try to concentrate on uncalculated time
And listen to the silence that envelopes your mind
Realize now that reality of unconfirmed expression
Feel yourself expanding from regression to progression
Grow and glow into imperial night
Let your thought go yes give them flight
Be the wind the breeze that’s everywhere
Be free and wild as the invisible air
Now if you care this is the way it use to be
And time again will know this reality
When all have evolved into the imperial night
And time again will twinkle into blissful twilight

Continued from page 3
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Housing is A Human Right Updates

Housing is A Human Right Updates

Ted Snyder, Symphony’s CEO, recently met with the tenants to
make them the offer in person and show them the design of the
five story, student only luxury building he plans to build on the
land once the tenants move out and their rent controlled building,
where some of the tenants have lived for more than 30 years. The
tenant’s response of, “why, should we- this is our community,
our home, we know our rights, and we will not be moved- we
will fight to the end,” was not the response that Mr. Snyder was
hoping for.

Ted Snyder, director general de Symphony, se reunió recientemente
con los inquilinos para hacerles la oferta en persona y mostrarles el
diseño de un edificio de cinco pisos de vivienda únicamente para
estudiantes y de lujo que planea construir en la tierra una vez que los
inquilinos se muden del edificio donde algunos de ellos han vivido
durante más de 30 años y su edificio es demolido. La respuesta de los
inquilinos de “¿por qué?, si nosotros reconocemos nuestros derechos,
esta es nuestra comunidad, estos son nuestros hogares y vamos a luchar
hasta el final”, no era la respuesta que el Sr. Snyder estaba esperando.

Although it is clear that Symphony Development
has also sought the support of Councilmember Perry in an effort
to fast track his student housing building, we will see if, as a
mayoral candidate, Ms. Perry will honor her commitment to the
tenants to LEAD on solving the housing crisis beginning with
the preservation of affordable and rent controlled housing such
as 2913, and take steps to address the much needed changes and
expansion to LA’s Rent Stabilization Ordinance. Regardless,
the residents of 2913, and the Collective will fight for the human
right to housing every step of the way - because HOUSING IS A
HUMAN RIGHT.

Aunque está claro que Symphony Development también ha
buscado el apoyo de la Concejal Perry en su esfuerzo para acelerar
su construcción de viviendas para estudiantes, vamos a ver si, como
candidato a la alcaldía, la Concejal Perry honrará su compromiso
con los inquilinos para liderar resolver la crisis de la vivienda
comenzando con la preservación de la vivienda económica y bajo
control de rentas tal como 2913, y si ella tomara medidas para hacer
frente a los cambios tan necesarios y la expansión de la Ordenanza
de Estabilización de Rentas de Los Ángeles. En cualquier caso, los
residentes de 2913, y la Colectiva lucharan por el derecho humano a
la vivienda en cada paso del camino - porque LA VIVIENDA ES UN
DERECHO HUMANO.
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH COMMUNITY CROSSWORD by Wesley Walker
Across
3. 1783 was the year that a pioneering African-American began
to practice __________ in the U.S.
5. The name of the first African-Ameircan owned and operated
newspaper.
7. During this month in 1831, Nat Turner led dozens in a slave
revolt in Virginia.
11. Sarah Breedlove ___________, one of the first AfricanAmerican scientists, business women, and philanthropists who
invented the process for straightening hair.
13. __________ Chisholm, the first Black U.S. Congresswoman
who represtented New York State for seven terms.
14. Alain _________, the first African-American Rhodes
Scholar who is often regarded as the “Dean” of the Harlem
Rennaissance.
Down
1. This Black Nationalist leader was responsible for the first
back to Africa movement in the U.S.
2. The first Black U.S. Senator took his oath of office on the
25th day of this month in 1870.

Community Calendar
Feb 21

DWAC presents the Vagina Monologues. 6:30 pm at
Vortex Theatre. Ticket info on page 5.

Feb 22
Mar 1
Mar 15

DWAC presents the Vagina Monologues. 6:30 pm at
Vortex Theatre. Ticket info on page 5.

4. Passed in April 1968, this law, meant as a follow-up to the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, addressed racial discrimination in
the sale, rental or financing of housing units.
5. _________ Douglass, a former slave and noted Abolitionist
who edited and published the North Star.
6. The first African-American Supreme Court Justice, Thurgood _________.

6pm Resident (ROC) Meeting at LA CAN.
6pm Resident (ROC) Meeting at LA CAN.

8. Mae __________, the first African-American woman to
enter space when she served on the crew of the space shuttle
Endeavor in September 1992.

Civil Rights Committee Meetings - Every Monday at 1pm at LA CAN
Housing Committee Meetings - Every Monday at 11am at LA CAN
Downtown Women’s Action Coalition Meetings The Second Tuesday of every month at 3:30pm at LA CAN

9. Lucy ________, the first African-American poet and third
African-American woman to publish a book.

Team Food and Garden Meetings First and Third Thursday of every month at 10:30 am at LA CAN

10. Phillis _________, the first known African-American
woman to publish as book in the U.S.

If you would like any more information on the events listed above, call
213.228.0024 or stop by the LA CAN offices at 530 S. Main St., 90013

12. Hiram _________, the first black U.S. Senator, who represented Mississippi.

ANSWER KEY ON PAGE 11

February / March 2013 Community Connection Team

Eric Ares
Jesse Buenrostro
Deborah Burton
Becky Dennison
Steve Diaz
General Dogon

Thelmy Perez
James Porter
Adam Rice
Al Sabo
Karl Scott
Billy Shaw

To contact LA CAN or find out more
about our work and how to support
us, write or visit us online:
530 S. Main Street, Ground Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90013
(213) 228-0024
www.cangress.org

WEBSITE
cangress.wordpress.org
BLOG
BECOME A
FAN OF LA CAN
SEND US A TWEET
@LACANetwork

JoJo Smith
Lydia Trejo
Wesley Walker
Pete White
Carmen Vega
WRAP

Interested in writing or contributing to the
Community Connection? Have a response to an
article or piece you’d like to share? Know of a
pressing community issue we should be covering?

Contact us at 213.228.0024 or drop by the
LA CAN offices, located at 530 S. Main St.

Editorial Policy:
The Community Connection is a street newspaper and a member of the North American
Street Newspaper Association and the International Network of Street Papers. The Los
Angeles Community Action Network (LA CAN) is a membership organization comprised
of low-income, homeless and formerly homeless residents living in Downtown and South
Los Angeles, and surrounding communities. LA CAN’s staff and core members write many
articles that appear in the Community Connection. These generally appear without a byline,
attributed to LA CAN as a collective.
Articles by contributors who are not LA CAN core members and/or personal
opinion/experience articles receive a byline. These articles do not necessarily represent the
views, opinions and perspectives of the Los Angeles Community Action Network.
All articles and artwork may be reproduced with permission only;
please contact Pete White @ (213) 228-0024 or petew@cangress.org.

12

y
t
i
n
u
m
Com

Connection
The Voice and Heartbeat of Our Community

April - May 2013

The TB “Outbreak”
in Skid Row – the
Reality and the Hype
WRITTEN BY KARL SCOTT AND GENERAL DOGON

Residents of 2913 S. Flower St. holding a press
conference on March 7, the same day that
Symphony Development announced it would no
longer be seeking to redevelop the property.

Tenants in South LA
Achieve Victory for
the Human Right to
Housing!
WRITTEN BY THELMY PEREZ

On March 7, LA Human Right to Housing
Collective’s Flower Area & Rent Control
Committees succeeded in thwarting the
plans of local student housing developer to
demolish 2913 S. Flower, a 33 unit, affordable and rent controlled building located
next to the Expo Line.
Longtime members of the Collective, the
tenants of 2913 have a long history of resisting the intensifying pressure to abandon
their homes brought on by the rapid gentrification of the area, including the USC
Master Plan, the coming of the Expo Line
and other redevelopment projects surrounding their building.
The building had been a coveted site for
student housing developer, Symphony Development, who had hoped to get the tenants out quickly and quietly so they could
demolish the building and erect a new, five
story, student only luxury housing project
similar to the one they constructed several
years ago at 27th Place & Figueroa.
Continued on page 6

ABOUT THE
Page 3 READ
DIRTY DIVIDE IN
DOWNTOWN LOS ANGELES
INCARCERATION
AND RACE UNDER
“THE NEW JIM CROW”

Page 9

In early March, the media reported that the
Los Angeles County Department of Health
was looking for 4,500 people who had been
exposed to a special tuberculosis strain
that was unique to Skid Row - stating that
approximately 78 cases have been identified and treated, with 11 deaths (none since
2011).
This media hype had many up in arms –
with myths and misinformation driving the
media coverage and residents left with no
information about the severity of the risks
to their health. Beyond the misinformation
about the impacts of the actual TB strain in
Skid Row, the media also linked TB to the
efforts by the City of Los Angeles to appeal
a federal decision that protects homeless
residents’ personal property.
So, if you’ve just arrived downtown, read
any newspaper stories, or watch local and
national television, you’d be led to believe
there was a major epidemic of TB in Skid

www.cangress.org

Row. You might also think that by just
walking past homeless people and their
property you are at grave risk of catching
this new strain of TB. Neither are true.
The media reports sent waves of panic
throughout Downtown and Skid Row sparking great concern, especially amongst
homeless residents. Because officials didn’t
release any information to impacted residents before or just after the media reports,
folks were left to get information from less
than accurate sources. Members of LA CAN
took it upon themselves to contact the Los
Angeles County Publice Health Department
and demanded that someone from their office meet with Skid Row residents to inform
the community about the facts and provide
answers to resident concerns.
Cristin Mondy and others from the LA
County Department of Public Health
agreed to meet with Skid Row residents
at the James Woods Community Center
where they gave a presentation on TB - debunking a lot of current myths about how
TB is contracted and spread and sharing
other valuable facts. They reported that the
TB situation in Skid Row is nothing new,
that “outbreak” is a public health term and
shouldn’t cause panic, what the symptoms
of TB are and how it is spread, and how to
Continued on page 4

Pre-Trial Hearings
Continue in the
Unjust Case Against
Deborah Burton
LAPD and City Attorney
Continue to Attack Anyone Who
Questions Their Unjust Actions
and Policies
WRITTEN BY ERIC ARES

Long-time Skid Row resident and community leader Deborah Burton has been unjustly charged with three counts of assault
for alleged actions during a legal protest in
April 2011. Unfortunately, the charges have
less to do with her actions and more to do
with Safer Cities Initiative (SCI) policing
and the targeting of anyone who speaks
out against the campaign of LAPD to criminalize poor and homeless, largely black
and brown residents of Skid Row - with the
downtown business community and the
LA City Attorney’s office doing their part
to support this effort.

In 2011, LA CAN and partners began protesting the Central City East Association’s
A SPECIAL WOMEN'S (CCEA) “Skid Row Walk” because it was a
tool to promote SCI and a public relations
HISTORY MONTH
opportunity for the business community
COMMUNITY CROSSWORD PUZZLE
to demonstrate all the ways in which they
were “cleaning up” Skid Row. Not to men-
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61-year old Skid Row resident, community leader
and grandmother Deborah Burton, who is being
targeted by LAPD and the LA City Attorney.

tion that these business leaders, red shirts,
and politicians were often accompanied by
more than a dozen policer officers. It was
at one of these protests in June 2011 that
Deborah is alleged to have committed “assault by any means of force likely to produce bodily injury.”
The weapon? A toy air horn. The alleged
victim? Estela Lopez, head of the CCEA.
Numerous officers were present at the June
1, 2011 Walk, yet no arrests were made. In
fact, Burton was not charged until August
2012 – a full 14 months after the protest.

Sugge ste d Mi ni m um Donat ion $1

Continued on page 6
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La Vivienda En Vela

ESCRITO POR STEVE DIAZ Y THELMY PEREZ

Travelers Hotel
Last month a community postcard campaign was started to show
support for a receiver being appointed to oversee the day to day
operations of the Travelers Hotel. A receiver is independent
management that can be appointed to oversee the operation
of a property when the owner is not in compliance with legal
obligations.
According to LA’s nuisance ordiance, the City should have looked
into this possibility before June 2012, when it moved to revoke
the land use permissions of the hotel. The postcard campaign
is geared at showing community support for a receiver taking
over the building. A receiver would ensure the tenants of the
building benefit by having a more accountable group in charge of
the building that could make the needed corrections and repairs,
and tenants would no longer be facing the possibility of forced
displacement.
If you haven’t signed a postcard or haven’t signed the flyers
posted in the Lincoln and Rossmore Hotels, please do so! To get
more involved in tenant organizing in and around the Travelers
Hotel, contact Steve at LA CAN.
Pueblo Del Rio
The tenants at Pueblo Del Rio recently achieved a victory in their
fight for better public lighting throughout the whole community.
Residents began experiencing problems when the Housing
Authority began changing its lighting system. The map used to
identify what locations would receive new flood lights left out
some key areas, which were then left in totally in the dark.
LA CAN’s Pueblo Del Rio tenant committee members acted
quickly and began advocating and organizing to bring attention
to this issue. At the beginning of March, the committee hosted
Housing Authority representative Sanford Riggs to discuss the
problem with him and demand decent lighting for all parts of the
community. They also filed complaints directly with management
staff and at community meetings. And the work paid off. The
areas of concern now have appropriate lighting - which increases
public safety and brings peace of mind to the residents.
This small victory is part of the tenant committee’s longer term
goals to preserve and improve community health in Pueblo del
Rio, and work with other public housing communities in the LA
Human Right to Housing Collective to prioritize and improve
public housing throughout the City.
LA Human Right to Housing Collective
Over the last several months, we have reported on the Housing
Collective’s work on a class action lawsuit over the high trash
collection fees in public housing communities. If successful, the
lawsuit would have a significant impact in the financial stability
of roughly 6,500 households, saving those households an average
of $30 per month. Additionally, if successful, the lawsuit would
grant tenants a lump sum payment for a portion of unjust fees
paid in past years.

Hotel Travelers
El mes pasado una campaña a través de tarjetas postales ha
comenzado a demostrar apoyo para asignar a un receptor que
sobrevea las operaciones diarias del hotel Travelers. El receptor
es un administrador independiente que puede ser asignado para
sobrever la operación de una propiedad cuando el dueño no esté
cumpliendo con obligciones legales. De acuerdo con la ordenanza
de molestias de Los Angeles, la ciudad debió haber considerado
esta posibilidad antes de junio del 2012, cuando se movió a revocar
el permiso de uso de la tierra para el hotel. La campaña de tarjeta
postal está dirigida a mostrar apoyo de la comunidad para que
el receptor tome control del edificio. Un receptor aseguraría a los
inquilinos del edificio el tener un grupo a cargo de rendir cuentas
a cargo del edificio que pueda hacer las correcciones y
reparaciones necesarias y los inquilinos ya no estarían encarando
la posibilidad de desplazamiento forzado. Si usted todavía no ha
llenado una tarjeta postal o no ha firmado los afiches puestos en los
hoteles Lincoln y Rossmore, por favor, hágalo! Para obtener más
información acerca de la organización de inquilinos en o alrededor
del hotel Travelers, haga contacto con Steve Diaz en LA CAN.
Pueblo del Rio
Los inquilinos de Pueblo del Rio alcanzaron recientemente una
victoria en su lucha por una mejor iluminación a través de toda la
comunidad. Los residentes empezaron a tener problemas cuando
la Autoridad de la Vivienda comenzó a cambiar el sistema de
alumbrado. El mapa usado para identificar que lugares recibirían
nuevas luces dejaron fuera algunas areas claves, que entonces
quedaron en la oscuridad.
El comité de inquilinos de Pueblo del Rio y miembros de LA CAN
actuaron rápidamente y comenzaron a abogar y organizar para
atraer atención a este asunto. Al principio de marzo, el comité
trajo al representante de la Autoridad de Vivienda Sanford Riggs
para discutir el problema con él y exigir alumbrado decente para
todas las partes de la comunidad. También presentaron querellas
directamente con la administración y en las juntas comunitarias.
Y el trabajo tuvo su paga. Las areas de preocupación ahora tienen
alumbrado apropiado - lo que aumenta la seguridad pública y
trae paz mental a los residentes. Esta pequeña victoria es parte de
las metas a largo plazo del comité de inquilinos para preservar y
mejorar la salud de la comunidad en Pueblo del Rio, y trabajar con
otros comités de vivienda pública in el Colectivo de la Vivienda es
un Derecho Humano, para priritizar y mejorar la vivienda pública a
través de la ciudad.
El Colectivo la vivienda es un Derecho Humano
Los meses anteriores hemos estado reportando el trabajo del
Colectivo de Vivienda en la demanda de clase sobre las altas cuotas
a la basura en las comunidades de vivienda pública. Si tiene éxito,
la demanda tendría un impacto significativo en la estabilidad
financiera de cerca de 6,500 hogares, ahorrando a estos hogares un
promedio de $30 al mes. Además, si tiene éxito, la demanda daría a
los inquilinos una porción de pago por cuotas injustas pagadas en
años anteriores.

La demanda ha estado moviéndose lentamente, pero en adelante,
alcanzando un pilar en enero, cuando se le adjudicó el estatus de
The lawsuit has been chugging along slowly but steadily, reaching
“clase” a todos los inquilinos de vivienda pública. Al final de marzo,
a milestone in January when “class” status was granted to ALL
todos los inquilinos de la vivienda pública deben haber recibido
public housing tenants. At the end of March, all public housing
notificación de la acción de clas por correo. El colectivo pide de
tenants should have received a notice of the Class Action in the
todos los miembros de la Clase (al corriente y en el pasado) que
mail. The Collective encourages all members of the Class (current permanezcan en la clase. Esto NO requiere acción alguna de parte
and some former PH tenants) to stay in the class. This does NOT
de los inquilinos en este momento - no se necesita responder a la
require any action on the part of tenants at this time - no response notificación.
to the notice is needed.

If you currently live in public housing, recently moved out of
public housing, or know current or former public housing tenants,
it is important that you obtain the correct information about the
lawsuit. For more information, please contact Thelmy from the
Collective at 818-835-1091 or lahumanrighttohousing@gmail.com.
Continued on page 11

Si usted vive en vivienda pública al momento, o se ha mudado
recientemente de vivienda pública, o conoce inquilinos actuales o
antiguos inquilinos de vivienda pública, es importanteque obtengan
la información correcta con respecto a la demanda. Para más
información, por favor póngase en contacto con Thelmy Perez, del
Colectivo al 818-835-1091 o a lahumanrighttohousing@gmail.com.
Continúa en la página 11
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Police Harassment on The Dirty Divide in
Main Street Continues Downtown Los Angeles
to Increase, Residents WRITTEN BY BECKY DENNISON
April 11, LA CAN released The Dirty
Demand Meeting with On
Divide, a participatory research project that
highlights the continued lack of public health
Chief Beck
infrastructure for poor residents residing in

Downtown Los Angeles, with a particular
focus on trash services and restrooms. It also
On Tuesday, April 2, two LA CAN members documents a growing dividing line between
the “new Downtown” and Skid Row comwere arrested on Main Street while legally
munities, with new Downtowners continuing
observing a group of LAPD officers. The
to see an influx in resources and services of
two, along with a group of other neighborall kinds and Skid Row seeing resources and
hood residents, were standing on the sidewalk talking when they noticed a squad car services continually cut or threatened. The
gentrification of Downtown Los Angeles imapproach at a high rate of speed and stop a
pacts far more than trash and restroom access
few buildings from where they stood.
and associated public health disparities, but
The Dirty Divide provides a snapshot of the
Multiple Witnesses reported that two male
inequities that exist in the City’s center.
officers exited their vehicle and threw two
Black females against the wall. One ofIn order to respond to the human rights
ficer took one of the females between two
violations outlined in this report and begin to
buildings - out of the sight of the general
ensure public health equity, The Dirty Divide’s
public. Shortly thereafter he aggressively
recommendations include: 1) Shift current
slammed her to the ground in full view of
residents and LA CAN members who were
rightly outraged.
WRITTEN BY ERIC ARES

LA CAN members were on hand to video
and document the altercation. And when
the officers decided they did not like that,
they arrested two of our members.
Of course, this type of biased and violent
policing has only increased since the Safer
Cities Initiative was implemented in 2006.
Long-term, low-income residents who have
stood up against represstion have been met
with retaliation and constant harassment.
But it is also important to note that over the
last few weeks there has been a particularly
high increase in LAPD presence and hostile
policing on Main Street in Downtown - as
evidenced by the incident that prompted the
arrest of police monitors.
This is why a large delegation of Skid Row
residents attended the LA Police Commission on the morning of April 9 - to demand
that Chief Beck look into the cases pending
against LA CAN organizer Deborah Burton
(from a seperate incident, see page 8) and
LA CAN member Colonel Dwayne, take
action to reverse this trend of arresting, and
that he hold a town hall meeting with the
Skid Row community to address these and
other issues.

Stop LAPD Spying
Coalition Releases
People’s Audit on
LAPD Spying
Program
WRITTEN BY HAMID KHAN

The Stop LAPD Spying Coalition released its
People’s Audit of LAPD’s Suspicious Activity
Reporting (SAR) program on Tuesday, March
19. Starting with the release of the audit at
a press conference, the coalition went on to
present the People’s Audit at the Police Commission meeting.
The People’s Audit is intended to present the
limited information about the SAR program
that is available to date, highlight the lack of
information available to the public, and reflect LA residents’ viewpoints on these unjust
policies that are broadly enforced under the
pretext of national security. Substantiated by

political and governmental priorities and
resources from criminalization to housing; 2)
Place adequate numbers of trash receptacles
in Skid Row and establish frequent trash collection; 3) Increase access to restrooms; and
4) Develop a community health council to
address issues for the long-term.
To download and read The Dirty Divide, visit
cangress.org. To get involved, come to LA
CAN Civil Rights Meetings Mondays at 1pm.
independent research and analysis by Political Research Associates and the National
Academy of Sciences, a US Senate report on
Fusion Centers, community focus groups,
forums and townhalls, and surveys by Angelenos, the People’s Audit reveals that LAPD
Special Order (SO) 1 and iWATCH program
are flawed in their basic premise – criminalization of innocent behavior, dissemination
of fear and suspicion, the facilitation of racial
and religious profiling, and waste of precious
public resources.
Key concerns that are highlighted in the
People’s Audit are:
False Positives: There is a very high potential
of SARs leading to falsely identifying individuals as potential criminals who are merely
engaging in innocent activity.
Eroding Constitutional Protections: By watering down standard of proof to initiate contact
and investigate through the use of completely
vague and overbroad language of “reasonable indication,” there is deep concern of reconfiguring policing as we know it.
Continued on page 8

“This commission along with the LAPD has
continued to turn a blind eye to the concerns
and appeals by the residents of Skid Row,”
said Bilal Ali, one of the members arrested
the night of April 2. “We the residents see
the Safer Cities Initiative as a sham, we
see the so-called Safer Cities Initiative as
a racist, reactionary and irrational policy
that only furthers the criminalization of the
homeless and poor in the Skid Row community.”
LA CAN will not sit back and allow LAPD
to intimidate and attack our community.
LAPD will be held accountable for their
actions and policies, but only if the people
demand it.

Members of the Stop LAPD Spying Coalition holding a press conference for the release of the People’s
Audit of LAPD’s Suspicious Activity Reporting (SAR) program.
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The TB “Outbreak” in Skid Row – the
Reality and the Hype
get tested. Since calling for our meeting
with health officials, there have been several
other community meetings held to inform
the public about any actual risks and means
to protect their health.
“I think the meeting was an excellent decision because the community needed to be
properly informed about such an important
health matter since there were so many
people, residents and non-residents, who
were misinformed on this,” said Jazz, a Skid
Row resident.
The biggest myth the Public Health Department debunked was that you cannot catch
TB from being in contact with a homeless
person’s property or from just passing someone on the street. You have a bigger chance
of catching TB in one of the Missions than
you do on the streets. However, this didn’t
stop The Downtown News from running a

TB story on March 11 that included a picture
of a homeless person’s property - implying that this is the source of TB and putting
more fear into the minds of people.
Public Health officials also confirmed that
LAPD officers should NOT wear masks in
the community, as the LA Times reported
that they were directed to do. LAPD Captain Horace Frank of Central Division was
asked by the LA Times who within Department was alerting officers to wear protective
masks. He refused to comment.
Public Health representatives reported that
they did not release the information about
their intensified TB activities to the media.
So the million dollar question remains, who
did and why would they falsify and distribute information that would cause fear inside
and outside the community?
LA CAN does not believe that it was coincidence that the very same week of the media
coverage on the “outbreak,” the City of Los
Angeles appealed the 9th Circuit Court of

INFORMATION ABOUT TB
For People Working or Living in Downtown
Los Angeles and the Skid Row Area

From the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health
What is TB?
Tuberculosis (TB) is caused by a bacterium called Mycobacterium
tuberculosis. The bacteria usually attack the lungs, but TB bacteria
can attack any part of the body such as the kidney, spine, and brain.
If not treated properly, TB disease can be fatal. There are two forms
of TB: latent TB infection and active TB disease. People with latent
TB infection don’t feel sick, don’t have symptoms, and can’t spread
TB bacteria to others. People with latent TB infection can go on to
develop TB disease if they don’t take preventive therapy. People
with active TB disease feel sick, have signs and symptoms, and may
spread TB bacteria to others. People who think they were exposed
to someone with active TB disease should contact their health care
provider or the local health department to see if testing is needed.

El brote de TB en
Skid Row
ESCRITO POR KARL SCOTT Y GENERAL DOGON

A principios de marzo, los medios reportaron que el Departamento de salud de
Los Angeles buscaba a 4,500 personas que
habían estado expuestas a un tipo especial
de tuberculosis que era único a Skid Row declarando que aproximadamente 78 casos
habían sido identificados y tratados, con 11
muertes (ninguna desde el 2011).
Este tipo de exageración de los medios tuvo
a muchos en pie de guerra - con mitos y
desinformación llevando a la cubierta de los
medios y los residentes dejados mal informados con respecto a la severidad de los
riesgos a su salud. Más allá de la mala información sobre los impactos a la salud del
tipo de TB actual en Skid Row, los medios
también eslabonaron la TB a los esfuerzos
de la ciudad de Los Angeles a apelar una
decisión federal que protege la propiedad
personal de los desamparados.
Asi que si usted acaba de llegar al Centro,
lee algunas historias de los periódicos o
mira la televisión local o nacional, estaría
llevado a creer que hubo una gran epi-

Appeals decision that protects homeless
residents’ property rights to the Supreme
Court. LAPD and the City Attorney have
been strategizing for more than a year to
establish that homeless people are somehow
second-class citizens and simply don’t have
constitutional rights to property. Clearly,
linking property to public health issues has
been a strategy used continually through the
multiple appeals to overturn the initial decision. City Attorney Carmen Trutanich even
when so far as to say that “the current outbreak of tuberculosis among the most vulnerable population should serve as a stern
reminder to all just who and what is at risk.”
(LA Times 2/28/13).
Basically, they were trying to tie the tuberculosis panic to the homeless property to
support their multiple court challenges.
Again, TB CANNOT be contracted through
property – clean or dirty. Public health issues facing Skid Row are real and urgent –
but they should not be distorted or unfairly
linked to efforts to eliminate basic civil rights
of residents.

How is TB spread?
TB is spread through the air from one person to another. You can
only get infected by breathing in TB germs that a person coughs into
the air. TB bacteria are put into the air when a person with active TB
disease of the lungs or throat coughs, sneezes, speaks, or sings. You
cannot get TB from contact with clothes, drinking glasses, eating
utensils, handshakes, or contact with surfaces. Transmission of TB is
usually associated with prolonged or frequent close contact with a
person with active TB disease.
Should the public be concerned?
No, the general public should not be overly concerned. The public
needs to know that there is no immediate danger to their health
related to the current situation. TB is spread from person to person
through the air, and usually requires prolonged, close contact. You
cannot get TB from contact with clothes, drinking glasses, eating
utensils, handshakes, contact with surfaces, or passing someone on
the street.

demia de TB en Skid Row. También podria
pensar que tan solo pasar por el lado de
personas desamparadas y sus propiedades,
estaría expuesto(a) a grave riesgo de contraer este nuevo tipo de TB. Nada era cierto.
Los reportajes de los medios enviaron
oleajes de pánico a través del Centro y
Skid Row - desatando gran preocupación,
especialmente entre los residentes desamparados. Ya que los oficiales no dieron
información alguna a los residentes impactados antes o luego de los reportajes de
los medios, la gente quedó teniendo que
buscar información de fuentes menos acreditables. Los miembros de LA CAN tomaron
la iniciativa de ponerse en contacto con el
Departamento de Salud del Condado de Los
Angeles, y exigió que alguine de su oficina
se reuniera con los residentes de Skid Row
para informar a la comunidad acerca de los
hechos y proveer respuestas a las preocupaciones de los residentes.
Cristin Mondy y otros del Departamento
de Salud del Condado de Los Angeles accedieron a reunirse con residentes de Skid
Row en el centro comunitario James Woods
donde hicieron una presentación para
aclarar los mitos al corriente acerca de como
se transmite y se desplaza la TB y compartieron otros factores importantes. Reprtaron
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que la situación de TB en Skid Row no es
nada nuevo, que el “brote” es un término de
salud pública y no debería causar pánico,
cuales son los síntomas de TB y como se
transmite, y como hacerse la prueba. Desde
que hubo la junta con los oficiales de salud,
han habido otras juntas con la comunidad
acerca de cualquier posible riesgo y medios
para proteger su salud.
“Pienso que la junta fué una decisión excelente porque la comunidad necesitaba estar debidamente informada acerca de
un asunto de salud tan importante ya que
hay tanta gente, residentes y no residentes
que estaban mal informados en cuanto a
esto,” dijo Jazz, un residente de Skid Row.
El mito más grande que el Departamento de
Salud aclaró fue el que uno no puede contraer la TB por estar en contacto con la
propiedad de una persona desamparada, o
pasar a alguien en la calle. Hay un mayor
riesgo de contraer la TB en una de las misiones que en la calle. Sin embargo, esto no detuvo a Downtown News (Noticias del Centro) de imprimir una historia el 11 de marzo
que incluyó una fotografía de la propiedad
de una persona desamparada - implicando
que esta es la fuente de la TB y poniendo
un miedo en las mentes de nuevos residentes del Centro.
continúa en la página 11
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Homeless Bill of
Rights Continues To
Build Momentum
WRITTEN BY PAUL BODEN

On April 23, 2013, Assembly Bill 5 (AB 5),
also known as the Homeless Person’s Bill
of Rights and Fairness Act, will be heard
by the California State Assembly Judiciary
Committee. This comes on the heels of
months of organizing by a growing statewide coalition led by the Western Regional
Advocacy Project.
AB 5, introduced by Assemblymember Tom
Ammiano (D-San Francisco), would guarantee homeless people freedom from discrimination by law enforcement, employment,
housing and shelter, and public benefits.
“Laws that segregate, that make criminals
of people based on their status rather than
their behavior, or that prohibit certain people’s right to be in public spaces are not just
sad relics from the past, “ said Paul Boden,
Executive Director of the Western Regional
Advocacy Project (WRAP). “Today, numerous laws infringe on poor people’s ability
to exist in public space, to acquire housing,
employment, and basic services, and to
equal protection under the law. The California Homeless Bill of Rights is a response
that can help alleviate poverty and homelessness by protecting homeless people from
discrimination and ensuring their right to
privacy and to their personal property. This
is not about special rights - this is about
equal rights.”
Last year, Rhode Island became the first

To Your Health:
Art As Therapy
WRITTEN BY CARMEN VEGA

It may seem obvious that art serves as a
therapeutic process. However, it is poignant when this is exemplified in deed. I
spoke with Hayk Makhmuryan, the coordinator of Lamp Community’s Fine Arts
Program. He considers himself a facilitator - with a Visual Arts background as an
editorial illustrator - and, as he describes,
“a visual storyteller.” He also believes that
his views on therapy are experiential rather
than based on formal education.
The Fine Arts Program began with the
visual arts, which is a two-tiered program
that includes studio time for artists, workshop or class time, and group activities,
such as critiques (or jam sessions for musicians). Lamp Community focuses on individuals living with mental illness. “However, as part of the Gateway program,” says
Hayk, “the Community Room is open to
all people - anyone who may struggle with
stressors such as economic hardship and
undiagnosed conditions.”
“Communication is at the core of recovery,” Hayk explains. “The process of being
creative involves self-expression which, in
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state to pass a statewide homeless people’s
Bill of Rights. Building off of the community
organizing that led to this success, poor people’s organizations around the country have
been working on similar bills. California
and Oregon, for example, are fully engaged
in campaigns to see homeless bills of rights
passed in their respective states.
Unfortunately, but not surprisingly, some
Downtown LA business groups are opposed to AB 5. The Downtown LA Historic
Core BID, for example, is opposed to the bill
on grounds that it would negatively affect
“the ability of BID security to engage and
encourage people to move off the streets,
and to initiate private person’s arrests in
cases when necessary to promote a safer and
healthier community for everyone.” The
group is also opposed on grounds that “the
public right-of-way is meant to be enjoyed
by all, without being subject to intimidation,
confrontation or a lack of sanitary conditions.”
These statements are ironic at best and
totally misinformed at worst since the entire
point of AB 5 is to “promote a safer and
healthier community for everyone.” Moreover, AB 5 would create 24 -hour Hygiene
Centers - which would address any concerns around “sanitary conditions.” And,
let us not forget, the Green Shirts (and Red
Shirts, Yellow Shirts, and Purple Shirts)
have NO right to move any one off any
street.
The Central City East Association’s (CCEA)
opposition letter to the bill goes so far as to
say that “AB 5 is not a measure of protection
for the homeless” and that it would “seriously infringe on the life-sustaining activities of others in our district.” What about
the life-sustaining activities of those without
itself, is therapeutic. Art provides an alternative for people who live with mental
illness, persons who aren’t able to communicate with the limited tools society offers.
The visual arts allow buried issues to surface. I’m excited to expand the program so
that folks who can’t use visual art as their
expression will have expanded tools.”
Creativity serves where there is difficulty
in communicating - sharing with another
person, getting feedback or just the act of
expressing your story itself relieves and
lifts a burden that may have been internalized and causing harm. “You may be split
in your own psyche, and there’s nothing
wrong with hearing voices,” explains Hayk.
“The ‘split’ is when the voices aren’t aware
of each other. If you are aware of them
then, it’s just multiple strains of thought.”

homes who are harassed daily by LAPD and
have their personal property illegally confiscated by the CCEA? Should not their rights
be protected from being infringed upon?
Obviously the CCEA and Historic Core BID
are not interested in protecting or respecting the rights of homeless individuals. If so,
they would be in support of AB 5, a bill that
does not call for special rights, just equal
rights - for those who are most vulnerable
and who see their livelihoods criminalized
on a daily basis.
To learn more or get involved, visit the
Western Regional Advocacy Project website:
wraphome.org.
The conclusion: art makes a difference.
“A lot of members come and are not sure
if they’re going to stick to it,” says Hayk.
“When they feel it’s fulfilling, they come
back. One lady has been coming six years.
She comes, takes ownership of her program. She’s engaged and makes art part of
her life now.”
Lamp also exhibits participants’ work in
galleries. And while the sale is not the
focus, “it benefits the program,” says Hayk.
“There is a 50% split of proceeds between
the organization and for the artist - with
many participants selling art for the first
time in their lives. That feeling and validation is very important and boosts selfesteem,” says Hayk. “But, really, just showing the work is validating.”

Rachel Cowles, a Lamp artist, had this to
say: “Art helps me not want to ‘kill’ anyone! Instead of thinking ‘someone’s gonna
get hit with a baseball bat,’ or ‘duct tape
can fix that problem,’ I make art.”

Lamp’s Fine Arts Program includes visual
arts, music and creative writing. It intends
to expand in the near future to include photography, and all the performing arts such
as dance and theater.

Rockefeller, as she introduced herself, has
lived in Skid Row since 2010. She attaches,
like Monét, specific meaning to her use of
color. “Art is my form of expression.” In
one of her paintings, red teardrops represent anger and green represents life.”I
finish this piece with green,” she added,
“because I choose life.”

It is a great resource for Skid Row residents.
Please consider attending and learning
more about the program!
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The Visual Fine Arts Program is open
MWF, 12-3pm at Lamp’s Community
Room. 526 So. San Pedro St. LA, CA 90013
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Tenants in South LA Achieve Victory
for the Human Right to Housing!
Late last summer, Symphony began sending their representatives to the building
to gauge the tenants’ willingness to accept
relocation money in exchange for signing a
letter of support for their project - support
which the Collective (through a Public Records Act request) learned was suggested
by Councilmember Jan Perry’s office.
The tenants, however, organized their
resistance effort quickly - immediately
calling on elected officials and the public
in an open letter demanding the right to
housing and the right to participate in the
development plans threatening their community. In the subsequent months, they
would meet face to face with Symphony’s
CEO, Ted Snyder, and their Councilmember, Jan Perry, with the same message: “We
will fight until the end for our homes.”
In that face to face meeting with Perry in
February, the tenants were surprised and
pleased by Perry’s willingness to publicly
support their effort to preserve their building along with all of Los Angeles’ affordable and rent controlled housing.
A press conference wasplanned and carried out on March 7 - with Perry on hand,
stating, “I’m glad to stand here with the
residents of 2-9-1-3 South Flower, and to
call for the preservation of rent controlled
housing.”
Even though the Collective was unable to
lock down a date for the press conference
with Perry before the primary election, the
tenants felt that her participation in this effort is an example of the important role that
our elected officials play in defending the
Continued from page 1

Pre-Trial Hearings Continue in the
Unjust Case Against Deborah Burton
Public records show that leading up to the
June protest, and in the interim months
until the charges were filed, the CCEA and
the LAPD actively lobbied the City Attorney to criminally charge LA CAN members
involved in the monthly “Skid Row Walk”
protest.
Records show that immediately after the LA
CAN protests began, the CCEA, LAPD, and
the City Attorney’s office started coordinating and strategizing on ways to stop opposition to the walk. In fact, emails obtained
through a Public Records Act request show
just how CCEA was trying to use LAPD and
the City Attorney to criminalize first amendment rights.
In one email, sent after the second protest
of the Walk, CCEA Estela Lopez assures
other business leaders that the City Attorney informed her that “they would explore
all legal options to protect us and allow us
to conduct our walk without interference
from LA CAN.”
But in an email by Lopez to the same group
of colleagues on June 1, 2011 - the same date
as the alleged assault - she states that the
group “completed our walk as planned”

2913 S. Flower St. resident leader Nohemi Armendariz speaking alongside Councilmember Jan Perry, both of
whom strongly called for preservation of the building for current tenants.

rights and the livelihood of tenants across
the City.
Without a doubt, Symphony counted on
the support of the 9th District office to
carry forth their plan. Instead, by insisting on the support of their councilmember,
the tenants demonstrated that the will of
the people can and should be enforced by
those who we elect to represent us. Hours
after the press conference, Symphony representatives informed the media that they
were “no longer interested in the property.”
“Today’s victory was a symbolic one,”
said Nohemi Armendariz, tenant leader of
2913 S. Flower Street. “But our struggle is
far from over. Today we call on our next
mayor, and on all of our elected officials to:
1) preserve and expand ALL of LA’s af-

fordable and rent controlled housing and;
2) to reform and expand the Los Angeles
Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO) in order to serve and protect LA’s most vulnerable residents.”
Indeed, the struggle is far from over. The
2913 S. Flower Street tenants are just a few
of the thousands of low-income residents
across the city who are at risk of losing
their homes. However, this small but powerful group of tenants are an example of
what can be accomplished when tenants
come together and fight for their homes.
“We are going to demand more from our
mayor and from all of our elected officials,”
concluded Armendariz. “As residents of
Los Angeles, as the tenant majority, we
must demand the human right to housing!”

and never mentions being assaulted or injured by Burton or anyone else.
In another email, sent in July 2011 from
LAPD Lieutenant Paulson – at that time the
officer in charge of the Safer Cities Initiative – asks the City Attorney advice about
how to improve her reports for City Attorney filings related to arrests at the public
safety walk because “this is going to be an
ongoing problem until it gets too costly for
them.” And after a series of many emails
between Paulson and the City Attorney regarding this same protest and after months
of advocacy to ensure arrests and charges
were made against LA CAN members, she
tells prosecutors, “As I have stated many
times before, I place the full resources of
my 50-officer task force at the disposal of
your office should any leg work or additional effort be necessary to find some
legal, prosecutorial remedy to this [Skid
Row Walk protests].”
As the aforementioned emails demonstrate,
this case is not about the use of an air horn at
a legal protest. This is about the coordinated
effort between the LAPD, the City Attorney,
and the downtown business community to
attack and squash political dissent in order
to silence anyone who resists the gentrification of downtown and the biased policing
and criminalization used to help facilitate the
banishment of poor and homeless residents.
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LA CAN is now demanding that the City
Attorney drop the charges against Deborah
Burton. And the community and supporters
from across the country are standing by her
side - submitting letters and videos of support. The battle is far from over - but it appears that the community will not rest until
Deborah is freed of all charges.
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Los inquilinos del Sur
de Los Angeles
ganan victoria para el
derecho humano a
la vivienda
ESCRITO POR THELMY PEREZ

El 7 de marzo, los comités de control de
renta del area de Flower, tuvieron éxito
en coartar los planes del desarrollador de
demoler el edificio en el 2913 S. Flower, un
edificio de 33 unidades, de renta costeable y
control de renta localizado cerca de la linea
Expo.
Miembros de largo tiempo del Colectivo, los
inquilinos del 2913 tienen una larga historia de resistir la presión intensificada de
abandonar sus hogares llevado a cabo por
la rápida gentrificación del área, incluyendo
el plan maestro de USC, la llegada de la
linea Expo y otros proyectos de redesarrollo
circundando su edificio.
El edificio ha sido codiciado por el desarrollador de vivienda para estudiantes Symphony Development, quien tenia la esperanza
de desalojar rápida y silenciosamente a los
inquilinos para poder demoler el edificio
y eregir un nuevo edificio de cinco plantas, solo para estudiantes, un proyecto de
vivienda de lujo similar al que construyeron
varios años atrás en el 27th Place y Figueroa.
Al final del verano, Symphony comenzó
a enviar a sus representantes al edificio
para tentar a los residentes a que aceptaran
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dinero de reubicación en cambio por firmar
una carta de apoyo a su proyecto - apoyo el
cual el Colectivo (a través de una petición
de Expedientes Públicos) se enteró de que
estaba fuertemente apoyado por la oficina
de la concejal Jan Perry.
Sin embargo, los inquilinos organizaron
rápidamente su esfuerzo de resistencia inmediatamente llamando a los oficiales
electos y al público en una carta abierta exigiendo el derecho a la vivienda y el derecho
de participar en el desarrollo de los planes
amenazando su comunidad. En los meses
sucesivos, se reunirían cara a cara con el director ejecutivo de Symphony, Ted Snyder,
y su concejal, Jan Perry, con el mismo mensaje: “Lucharemos hasta el fin por nuestros
hogares.”
En esa junta cara a cara con Perry el mes
pasado, los inquilinos se sorprendieron y
se alegraron de la disposición de Perry de
apoyar públicamente sus esfuerzos para
preservar su edificio junto con toda la vivienda costeable y bajo control de renta en
Los Angeles.
Se planeó y se llevó a cabo una conferencia
de prensa el 7 de marzo - con Perry a mano,
declarando “Estoy contenta de encontrarme
aquí con los residentes del 2-9-1-3 Sur
Flower, y de llamar a la preservación de la
vivienda bajo control de renta.
Aún cuando el Colectivo no pudo conseguir
una fecha para la conferencia de prensa con
Perry antes de las elecciones primarias, los
inquilinos sintieron que su participación en
este esfuerzo es un ejemplo del papel importante que juegan nuestros lideres electos en
defender los derechos y el sistema de vida
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de los inquilinos a través de la ciudad.
Sin duda, Symphony contaba con el apoyo
de la oficina del distrito 9 para llevar su plan
a cabo. En vez de eso, al insistir en el apoyo
d su concejal, los inquilinos demostraron
que la voluntad del pueblo puede y debe ser
validada por aquellos que escojemos para
que nos representen.
Horas después de la conferencia de prensa,
los representantes de Symphony informaron
a los medios que ya “no estaban interesados
en la propiedad.”
“La victoria de hoy es simbólica,” dijo Nohemi Armendariz, inquilina lider del 2913
S. Flower. “Pero nuestra estrategia aún no
termina. Hoy llamamos al próximo alcalde y
a todos nuestros oficiales electos a: 1) preservar y expandir TODA la vivienda costeable
y bajo control de renta en LA. y; 2) reformar
y expandir la Ordenanza de Estabilización
de Renta para servir y proteger a los residentes más vulnerables de Los Angeles.”
Sin duda, la lucha aún no termina. Los
inquilinos del 2913 de la calle Flower son
solo unos pocos de entre los miles de
residentes de bajos ingresos a través de la
ciudad quienes están diariamente a riesgo
de perder sus hogares. Sin embargo, este
pequeño grupo de inquilinos poderosos
también son un ejemplo de lo que se puede
alcanzar de los inquilinos que se juntan para
luchar por sus hogares.
“Vamos a exigir más de nuestro alcalde y
nuestros oficiales electos,” concluyó Armendariz. “Como residentes de Los Angeles,
como la mayoría de los inquilinos, debemos
exigir el derecho humano a la vivienda!”
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It’s Only My Opinion

smoke shops to everyone 21 and above.

WRITTEN BY AL SABO

Korea - It’s just what Dick Cheney and his
cronies at Haliburton were hoping for.

Republican Representative Paul Ryan - He
claims to be a pro-lifer against abortion (and
even contraception) because of his Catholic
beliefs. However, Pope Francis proclaims all
Catholics should protect the environment,
the weakest, and the poorest. Yet Ryan’s
budget proposal calls for budget cuts to programs that protect the environment and cuts
deeply into programs that help the weak
and the poor. Apparently Ryan believes in
Catholic Doctrine only when it fits his belief.
What a hypocrite.
Republican Party - Jefferson Davis would be
their Presidential candidate if he were only
available. The party of Lincoln is now the
party of the right wing, bigoted, evangelical
revolutionaries.
Starbucks - CEO Harold Schultz blames this
Nation’s woes on the failed leadership of
President Obama rather than the Republican
“Say No” Congress. I can’t speak for you,
but due to his bias against our President, I
won’t be visiting Starbucks again. Take my
advice, try Coffee Bean. It’s better anyway.
Sequester - President Obama got taken when
he agreed to this. The Republicans got everything they wanted and more. Middle and
Lower class people get screwed once again.
Marijuana - It should be taxed and regulated
the same as cigarettes and sold openly in

When the Law Doesn’t
Protect and Serve All,
We the People Have
the Right and Duty to
Change the Law!
SUBMITTED BY THE OCCUPY THE HOOD LA ACTION
ASSEMBLY

On February 26, Occupy The Hood LA Action
Assembly, along with the Los Angeles Community Action Network and other supporters, held a rally and press conference at Los
Angeles Police Department Headquarters to
demand an open and thorough independent
investigation of allegations made by former
LAPD officer Christopher Dorner and exposure of the depth of the pervasive racist practices of the Los Angeles Police Department.
The LAPD is a notoriously racist institution.
The Rampart Division scandal of the late
1990s is the most well-known reminder of this
in recent history, but by no means the only
one. What Chris Dorner’s manifesto called
into question is the degree to which racism is
blatantly ignored, reasoned away, and legitimized in this society in general and within law
enforcement in particular. Dorner’s manifesto
mirrors the dangerous, even deadly, impacts
of oppression used against people of color on
a daily basis in our City and nation.
For as long as we can remember poor people,
especially in Black and Brown communities,
have been the victims of abusive and criminal
acts committed by LAPD officers. The history

Lakers - The only thing wrong with the Lakers is Jim Buss. If Jim turned the reigns over
to Jeannie the ship would be righted.
Downtown News - Now they are blaming
Herb Wesson for Jan Perry’s demise and the
potential ruination of Bernard Parks. Get
over it. Perry lost the election because she
ran as a progressive even though she consistently voted as a conservative ally of big
business and developers. The same holds
true for Parks. On the other hand, Wesson
has always been a true progressive representing his constituents and supporting their
welfare. He’s a true Democrat - unlike Parks
and Perry who are Democrats in name only.
Mayor’s Race - Why did we have a primary?
It was evident from the start that it would
be Greuel facing off against Garcetti - that
is, evident to all but Perry, who proclaimed
she’d smoke the field.
Pershing Square: The current policies of Park
Manager Louise were supposed to force the
homeless from the park while bringing in
local residents. The plan, which includes
taking away the tables and umbrellas and
closing at least 50% of the park (and 80% of
the seating) at 3pm, has been and continues
to be a complete failure. It has actually had
the opposite effect. It has chased away the
locals, who have frequented the park for
of the LAPD has clearly shown that both the
institution and the Commission appointed to
oversee it have been consistently unwilling
to impose serious punishment for racist and
abusive acts of officers, either through internal
mechanisms or by referral for prosecution.
The LAPD refuses to track problem officers
or implement any structural change proposed
to ameliorate the problem. This malfeasance
of the public trust by the LAPD sends a clear
message to officers who serve out “street
justice” -- that they will be protected or even
rewarded for their conduct and culture of racism, sexism and violence.
The oppression and power wielded without
checks and balances within LAPD and toward
communities are what produced the anger in
Christopher Dorner. It’s the chickens coming
home to roost…it’s no fun when the rabbit got
the gun. However, community members told
the police commissioners that the concerns
and demands made weren’t about Christopher
Dorner as an individual, but instead reflect
experiences and history with the brutal and
oppressive institution known as the LAPD.
What Dorner’s manifesto did was shine a spotlight on the internal culture of LAPD for the
first time in a long while, but this is not a first
because organizations fighting police abuse
have done this time and time again and now is
the time to reinvigorate this fight.
Those attending the Police Commissioner’s
meeting made demands including: 1) We
demand the LAPD express the same zeal and
determination it did hunting down Christopher Dorner and apply it to those officers
who continue to murder, beat, harass people
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years, while not attracting any tourists or
local business men and women. The park is
now a virtual ghost town occupied mainly
by only a handful of homeless transients
and a few local hard liners who refuse to be
forced out. Changing the park won’t be easy,
but a change in management would be a
good start.
Cecil Hotel - It seems like the building concensus is that the woman found in the water
tank on the roof of the Cecil Hotel committed suicide. How did she get in that tank?
What about hotel security and maintanence?
I smell foul play - we need a progress report
not a cover up.
New York’s Strict Gun Laws - Adopting the
same stiff New York penalties for carrying
guns here in Los Angeles would not only result in less crime and shootings, but will also
result in the police not acting too quickly to
use their guns. Wouldn’t it be great if our
trigger happy police didn’t have to shoot
anyone? Adopting New York City’s gun
laws would hopefully have this effect.
LAPD - They will never win the hearts and
minds of Skid Row residents as long as they
continue employing the racist Safer Cities
Initiative policies of former Chief William
Bratton.
These are only my personal opinions. If you
want to agree with or counter these positions,
send your comments to The Community Connection, Attn: Al 530 S. Main St. 90013
in our community; 2) An independent investigation into Dorner’s claims AND all of the
related responses by LAPD be done (outside
of the LAPD), because we won’t be duped into
believing that Bonnie can investigate Clyde; 3)
Accountability of the officers who shot innocent people in their “hunt” for Dorner; and 4)
New mechanisms for community control of
the police.
It is time for communities to stand up and
demand an end to all law enforcement policies
that violate people’s civil and human rights.

Please join the members of the Los Angeles Police Commission
for a meeting to discuss policing in the many
diverse communities of Los Angeles.

Los Angeles Police Commission
Community Meeting
Members of the Los Angeles Police Commission:
Andrea Sheridan Ordin, President
John W. Mack, Vice President

Rafael Bernardino, Jr.
Richard Drooyan
Robert Saltzman

And:
Chief Charlie Beck
Executive Director Richard Tefank
Inspector General Alexander Bustamante

April 30, 2013
6:30 pm to 8:00 pm
John W. Mack Elementary School
3020 S. Catalina Street
Los Angeles, California 90007
For more information, please call 213 236-1400. The City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of
disability. Sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices and other auxiliary aids and/or services are
available upon request. To ensure availability, all requests for reasonable accommodation must be made at least
three business days (72 hours) in advance.

For more info, stop by the LA CAN offices.
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Incarceration and Race
in California Under the
New Jim Crow
WRITTEN BY AAZIM MUHAMMAD

In the book The New Jim Crow, Michelle Alexander uses empirical data to demonstrate how
the War on Drugs has incarcerated African
American communities on a scale entirely out
of proportion with the actual criminal activity
taking place within our neighborhoods.
In less than three decades the US prison
population exploded from 300,000 to more
than two million incarcerated. It is eight times
the incarceration rate in Germany, a comparatively developed, large democracy. The US is
unparalleled in the world in concentrating its
penal activities on its racial/ethnic minorities.
In California, Blacks comprise just 6.2 percent
of the population. Yet Black people represent
29 percent of all incarcerated people in state
prison. Latinos do not fare much better. Nearly 39 percent of all felony drug arrests made in
California in 2010 were of Latinos. And over
35 percent of all those incarcerated in the state
are Latino.
The high proportion of African American men
with a criminal record of some sort (as many
as 80% in major cities) are marginalized and
a part of the growing permanent undercaste.
According to Alexander, forms of “racial control” evolve as required by changing political
circumstances and contemporary standards,
with the current “criminal justice” activities
replacing the Jim Crow laws, which in turn
had replaced slavery.
In 1973 the National Advisory Commission
on Criminal Justice Standards and Goals of
the Justice Department stated that there is
overwhelming evidence that prisons and jails
create crime rather than preventing it, and
recommended no further construction of adult

When Will the
Mayoral Candidates
Talk Poverty and
Housing?
WRITTEN BY WESLEY WALKER

The top two finishers in the Los Angeles Mayoral primary on March 5 were Eric Garcetti
and Wendy Greuel. Garcetti took 32.9% of the
vote with Greuel trailing behind with 29.2%.
They beat out Republican Candidate Kevin
James (16.4%), Councilmember Jan Perry
(15.9%), and four other candidates. To win the
election outright, one of the candidates would
have had to receive more than 50% of the vote.
Therefore, Garcetti and Greuel will now face
off against each other in a run off vote on May
21.
At quick glance it appears that Garcetti and
Greuel generally agree on a some issues namely the need to stimulate the economy,
get more jobs, and uplift business. Garcetti
regularly touts his record of job growth on the
campaign trail. He often points to Hollywood,
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OPINION
facilities and the elimination of the existing juvenile centers. However, actual developments
went in the exact opposite direction, as the US
embarked on an unprecedented expansion of
its prison system. California’s corrections system has gone from being a national model to
one that spends twice as much as other states.
Yet it maintains 70% recidivism rate compared
to a national average of about 40%.
In 1977 I was convicted on a felony robbery
charge under the Juvenile Corrections Act.
I successfully completed my 24 month sentence in 1979. I received a split sentence of 18
months in a federal corrections institute (FCI)
and 6 months in a halfway house. Boy have
times changed.
My 18 months of incarceration was served in a
minimum security facility. It was so minimum
that it was called a compound (not a jail) and
we were housed in cottages. The guards did
not carry clubs or weapons of any kind. Each
resident had his own single room complete
with a key, which he controlled. No orange
jumpsuits or pink panties, we were allowed to
wear our own street clothes. In fact, my rehabilitation program consisted of taking college
classes at the local college (West Virginia University). I also worked away from the facility
at the local country club (Lakeview Country
Club and Inn). Individuals were sentenced
to John F. Kennedy Center from all over the
country for what would be considered today
AB 109ers: “non-violent,” non-serious,” and
non-sexual crimes.” The compound included
an Olympic swimming pool, outdoor track,
a miniature golf course and a pond complete
with fish.
I so vividly recall the contact visits held on
the picnic grounds. After six months of good
behavior we were allowed weekend furloughs
and after twelve we were allowed week long
reunification visits back home with our families. Each resident was required to continue
education whether GED, college or vocational.
This was a time when there were still prisons
that administered fair and humane treatment.
which is in his district, and the cranes looming
above the skyline as evidence of his revitalization efforts in his district. In television ads, he
cites a report that says that his district is #1 in
adding jobs.
But Greuel has attacked Garcetti on this point blaming him for a spike in the citywide unemployment rate, which is said to have risen
from 5.9% to 13.3% during his tenure as City
Council president.
Greuel, on the other hand, talks a lot about
her experience. She points out that she was a
liaison to Mayor Tom Bradley for ten years on
policy issues ranging from child care to homelessness. She also worked for the Department
of Housing and Urban Development during the Clinton Administration. She was the
Councilmemmber in LA’s second district from
2002-2009. And currently she is the LA City
Controller.
However, neither candidate is talking about
the issues that are facing many Downtown
and South LA residents (and LA residents
in general) - poverty, the lack of affordable
housing, and homelessness. This is why LA
CAN protested outside the Mayoral Candidate
breakfasts that were hosted by the Central City

9

In 1979 I left John F. Kennedy FCI as a
changed (rehabilitated ) man. I changed because the environment and programs offered
me the opportunity to grow as a man and not
as a criminal. I grew up in the hood of Philadelphia (like South Central LA). Everyday
we were under siege by either gang or drug
warfare. As I reflect today, going to jail probably saved my life. I can no longer count or
remember all the homies who did not make it.
Many lost to gun and drug violence and others
who chose criminal activity as a way of life
now live trapped between the revolving doors
of the New Jim Crow.
I turned 55 several months ago. After getting
over the stress of getting old I realized that I
had reached a milestone in my life. I rejoiced
because I had not become a repeat offender
and not added to the alarming rates of recidivism. With the exception of a sixty (60)
day stint in county jail, I have not returned to
prison in over 34 years. As a black male in this
country this is a reason to give thanks.
Please join me over the course of this series of
articles as I explore incarceration and race in
California. We will breakdown new reforms
like AB 109, AB 218 and all the other local,
state and county bills recently passed or under
consideration. In common every day language,
I will explain what all this means to those
personally affected and what this means for
public safety in general. I will reach out to our
Black and Brown Clergy and get input from
brothers and sisters that are on the front line
of the fight to end mass incarceration and the
expansion of prisons - brothers like Pete White
(LA CAN), Nyabingi Kute (South LA Reintergration Council), Kokai Jitahidi (organizer for
environmental and social justice), Kwazi Nkrumah and Joseph Paul Jr. Black men who are
not afraid to stand up for change and demand
an end to the New Jim Crow.
Thank you for allowing me to share. PEACE.
And, until the next time We gotta FIGHT THE
POWERS THAT BE.
Association back in the fall of 2012. We wanted to make sure the candidates not only heard
the voices of the 1%, but that they heard the
voices of poor folks as well. In fact, we extended invites to many of the candidates, including
Garcetti, Greuel and Perry. However, it was
only Garcetti that accepted.
At our November 14 breakfast with Garcetti,
he promised to work with LA CAN and other
Skid Row residents. He committed to also
working for affordable housing and to finding
real solutions to ending homelessness. Low-income residents presented him with our Share
the Wealth Plan, which includes, amongst
others things, a call for no more displacement,
an increase in affordable housing, an increase
in green space, a halt to the criminalization of
poverty, and effective public transportation.
And he generally supported the plan.
So regardless of who you support, we need
the two remaining candidates to champion the
cause of not only business and unions, but the
cause of poor folks and homeless residents as
well - folks from communities like Skid Row
and South LA, and throughout the city.
Don’t forget to vote on May 21.
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Paul Robeson: Scholar, Artist, Activist
WRITTEN BY ESTHER ALEJANDRO
As a person, performer, and activist, Paul Robeson was the kind of
example of a leader who is inspiring! He was a native of New York,
where his father was a minister of the Zion Methodist Episcopal
Church. He appreciated learning from a young age, and this is how he
became a true scholar. As any other person of color, he had to survive
in a country that had no sympathy for such a thing. He often recounted
the experience of looking for the cafeteria at the university only to find
out that he could not eat there. When his questions went unanswered
and his needs ignored, he would resort to saying he was a dishwasher
or some other laborer to get where he needed to go.
He proved at an early age that he had an extraordinary singing voice
and when the time came he wanted to join the university choir. At
first, he was told that he did not sing in tune, one of the many excuses
to keep him from being in the same place with white folk. However, he
not only possessed a rich bass voice, but he could even reach the higher
notes in the baritone register. This was one of the defining moments
of his life; not just discovering the power of his singing voice, but the
range and capability of it - this was to become a prized possession.

July 28, 1960 - March 21, 2013
RAIN
WRITTEN BY BILLY SHAW

I LOOKED UP TO THE HEAVENS,
AND A TEAR FELL IN MY EYE
I SUDDENLY REALIZED,
THAT THE CLOUDS BEGAN TO CRY
I HEARD THE THUNDER,
THE GROANING OUT LOUD
THE SOUND OF THE STORM,
THAT BELLOW FROM THE CLOUDS
I FELT ITS INTENSITY,
AS THE LIGHTING STRUCK THE GROUND
I WAS MOVED BY EMOTION
AS THE THUNDER MADE ITS SOUND
I THEN BEGAN TO UNDERSTAND,
THE MEANING OF THE CLOUDS
AND WHY THEY MAKE A SPECTACLE,
AND MAKE THEIR CRIES SO LOUD
FOR THEY TOO HAVE LOST SOME ONE,
LIKE MINES THAT LEFT ME
SHE WAS MORE THAN I COULD IMAGINE,
A SIGHT FOR SOAR EYES TO SEE
BUT NOW SHE’S GONE SOMEWHERE,
FAR AWAY ACROSS THE SEA
AND LEFT ME HALF THE MAN,
EMBERSED IN MYSERY
AND NOW LIKE THE CLOUDS ABOVE,
I CRY MY TEARS OF PAIN
AND LIKE THE LONELY CLOUDS ABOVE,
MY TEARS FALL LIKE THE RAIN

As a concert artist, he began to perform in different countries and
experiencing different cultures. He was always aware of discrimination
against African American people, but in his concerts abroad his perspective grew to understand man’s inhumanity to man - irrespective of
color.

He observed, while in Europe, how the workers would be mistreated
by their bosses. He was in Spain during the Francisco Franco dictatorship. He became aware of the brutality of Mussolini in Italy. He saw
a different picture in the Soviet Union, where he observed how there
seemed to be no animosity between Uzbeks and Slavs in spite of being different cultures and of different skin color. This was a powerful,
eye-opening experience for him. So he praised not the political system,
but the manner in which laborers interacted. He became an outspoken political activist. And, eventually, his life became an inspiration to
workers in Italy, Spain, France and the then Soviet Union.
Because of his beliefs and actions, he became an ‘enemy of the country’
and his passport was revoked. He was accused over and over again
of being a communist - to which he replied that his passion for human equality had nothing to do with socio-political interests. Still, he
was “blackballed” by the entertainment industry - his concerts often
cancelled - and he was vilified by the press. But he did not waver, or
become accommodating. He kept his dignity until the day of his death
in 1976.
We have in our community, people who are not significantly different
from Robeson. We must look inside of ourselves and start discovering
that which makes us leaders, activists, artists and use these talents for a
greater good. This is one thing we owe not only to ourselves, but to our
community, our city, our state, our country. Paul Robeson taught us
this. We KNOW we can make a difference!
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El brote de TB en Skid Row

Stop LAPD Spying Coalition Releases People’s Audit on
LAPD Spying Program

Los oficiales del Departamento de Salud también confirmaron que
los oficiales de LAPD no deben usar máscaras en la comunidad,
como reportó el LA Times que se les indicó que hicieran. El capitán Horace Frank, de la División Central de LAPD se rehusó a
comentar acerca de la pregunta que le hizo el periódico acerca de
quién les alertó a usar máscaras protectoras.
Representantes de Salud Pública reportaron que ellos no dieron a
conocer la información acerca de sus actividades intensivas a los
medios. De modo que la pregunta del millón de dólares queda,
¿quién y por qué falsificarían y distribuirían información que
causara temor dentro y fuera de la comunidad?
LA CAN no cree que sea coincidencia el que la misma semana de
la cubierta de los medios sobre el “brote,” la Ciudad de Los Angeles apeló la decisión del circuito 9no de la Corte de Apelaciones
que protege el derecho a la propiedad privada de los ciudadanos
desamparados a la corte suprema. La LAPD y el abogado de la
ciudad han estado estrategizando por más de un año para establecer el que los desamparados son en alguna manera ciudadanos de segunda clase y sencillamente no tienen derechos constitucionales a la propiedad privada.
Claramente, eslabonando la propiedad a los asuntos de salud
pública ha sido una estraegia usada continuamente a través de
las multiples apelaciones para voltear la decisión inicial. El abogado de la ciudad Carmen Trutanich llegó a decir que “el brote
actual de tuberculosis entre la población más vulnerable debe
servir como un serio recordatorio a todos de lo que está a riesgo.”
(LA Times 2/28/13)
Básicamente, estaban tratando de ligar el pánico de la tuberculosis a la propiedad de la gente para apoyar sus múltiples desafios
a la corte. Una vez más, la TB NO puede contraerse a través de
la propiedad - limpia o sucia. Los asuntos de salud pública que
encara Skid Row son reales e urgentes - pero no deben ser distorsionados o injustamente ligados a los esfuerzos de eliminar los
derechos civiles básicos de los residentes.

We already have a watered down version of probable cause in reasonable suspicion. This new language and terminology is completely
unprecedented and is rife with dire consequences.
Waste of resources: At a time when the City is drastically cutting back
on providing life saving services to the communities, threatening
schools, community centers, health care facilities, millions of dollars
are being spent by LAPD in expanding secret spying and surveillance programs.
The LAPD Office of Inspector General (OIG) also released its audit of
Special Order (SO) 1 at the Police Commission meeting on Tuesday
March 19th. The OIG’s audit is the first audit of LAPD’s SAR initiative since its launching in March 2008. The OIG audit raises several
very serious concerns including:
- The OIG audit creates an illusion of accountability but completely
lacks any substantive analysis.
- The OIG is focused mostly on procedural issues – i.e. does LAPD
follow the written policy? If the policy itself is flawed to begin with,
then a procedural audit won’t inform the public of what it most
needs to know.
- The OIG cherry picked the data. The audit is confined to a mere
four months of data concerning a policy which has been in effect for
five years. For the OIG to now come back with a 4 month audit is
disgraceful.
- There is no analysis on potential civil rights and privacy violations
and no data on LAPD budget and expenses assigned to its SAR
policy (especially at a time when the city wanted to raise taxes to add
more funds to LAPD’s already huge budget).
- With over $4 million dollars of annual budget, the OIG failed to
meaningfully audit an LAPD program that has dire consequences in
the long run.

Special Order 1 should be rescinded. Visit www.stoplapdspying.org
for more information.
Continued from page 2
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Conozca Sus Derechos

Know Your Rights

En un esfuerzo continuo para asegurar que los lectores de
Conexión Comunitaria (Community Connection) estén al tanto
de sus derechos de inquilinos, ésta sección delinea información
para “Conozca sus Derechos.” Esta sección se enfoca en como
prevenir desalojos por ser una asi llamada “molestia,” los que
desafortunadamente son algunos de los desalojos más difíciles de
combatir.

In a continued effort to ensure Community Connection readers
are well aware of their tenant rights, this section outlines
information to fully “Know Your Rights.” This installment
focuses on how to prevent evictions for being a so-called
“nuisance,” which unfortunately are some of the hardest
evictions to fight.

1. Si se le ha señalado por la administración por ser un lider
vocal de los inquilinos, asegúrese de tener un testigo con usted
cuando visite o interaccione con la administración. Esto es
importante para que usted tenga una persona adicional que dé
validez a sus acciones de ser necesario.

1. If you have been targeted by management because you have
been an outspoken tenant leader, make sure to have a witness
with you when you either visit the management office or
interact with management. This is important so that you have an
additional person to validate your actions if needed.

2. Asegurese de solicitar una junta con la administración para
discutir cualquier alegato de actividad molesta; si esta es actividad
en la cual usted ha estado envuelto. Es importante documentar que
la actividad haya sido corregida y los pasos que se han tomado
para dirigirse a problemas legitimos traidos por la administración.

2. Make sure to ask for a meeting with management to discuss
any allegations of nuisance activity; if this is activity you have
been engaging in, it’s important to document that the activity
has been corrected and the steps that have been taken to address
legitimate issues raised by management. If you haven’t done
anything to crease a nuisance, document that.

3. Lea siempre cualquier notificación recibida de la administración
completamente. Si la notificación sigue la ley, se le requiere que la
cumpla. Si usted no está seguro de si la notificación cumple con
la ley, o simplemente no entiende las notificaciones escritas que
ha recibido, por favor tráigalas a la clinica legal de LA CAN los
miércoles por la noche, a las 6:00 p.m.

3. Always read completely any notices received from
management. If the notice follows the law, you are required to
comply. If you aren’t sure whether notices comply with the law,
or just don’t understand written notices received, please bring
them to the LA CAN legal clinic on Wednesday nights at 6:00
pm.

Si está interesado(a) en aprender más acerca de los derechos de
inquilinos y asegurarse de que nuestras comunidades estén bien
educadas, únase al comité de vivienda del Centro de LA CAN
los lunes a las 11:00 de la mañana (en LA CAN) ó el comité de
inquilinos de Pueblo del Rio/LA CAN el segundo miércoles de
cada mes a las 5:30 p.m. (en el centro recreativo James Slauson).

If you are interested in learning more about tenant rights and
ensuring that our communities are well-educated, join LA CAN’s
Downtown housing committee on Mondays at 11:00 am (at LA
CAN) or LA CAN’s Pueblo del Rio tenant committee on the
second Wednesday of every month at 5:30 pm (at James Slauson
Recreaction Center).
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WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH COMMUNITY CROSSWORD by Deborah Burton
Across
4. A leader in the Women’s Rights Movement, Concha Ortiz y Pino de
Kleven served three terms in the ________ State Legislature and became
the first female Majorty Whip in any state legislature in the country.
8. Michelle LaVaughn Robinson, but you might know her as Michelle
__________.
10. Vilma _________, best known for her role as President and General
Counsel for the Mexian-American Legal Defense and Education Fund
(MALDEF) from 1973 to 1982.
11. December 1, 1955 - “It was a day like any other day - at least it
started out that way,” said _________ . “Until my daring decision to
refuse to give up my seat to a white man.”
13. Jean Holm served her country for 33 years. In 1971, she became the
first _________ in the Armed Forces.
14.Madame C.J. _________ - whose line of hair-care products created
employment opportunities for thousands of Black women and made
her one of the first self-made female millionaires.

Community Calendar
Apri 19
May 3
May 17

6pm Resident (ROC) Meeting at LA CAN.

May 22

Hunger Action Day in Sacramento (For
more info come to Team Food Meetings.)

May 24

5pm Resident (ROC) Meeting at LA CAN

6pm Resident (ROC) Meeting at LA CAN.
Women’s Day in the Park (See Flyer on
Page 7 for more information.)

Civil Rights Committee Meetings Every Monday at 1pm

15.A political philosopher and a Black Power activist who has also
promoted women’s rights. She was once on the FBI’s Most Wanted List.

Down
1. Rigoberta Menchu, a Guatemalan Indian activist who became famous for winning the 1992 _________________.
2. Born as a slave in 1818, this nurse went on to amass a great fortune
and become one of Los Angeles’ biggest philanthropists in her day feeding and sheltering the poor of Downtown LA.
3. In 1962, labor leader and civil rights activist Dolores Huerta, along
with Cesar Chavez, co-founded the National Farmworkers
Association, which later became the ________________.
5. ________ Baker, a singer, dancer, and actress perhaps best known
for her famous banana costume.
6. She was the last pharoah of Egypt.

Housing Committee Meetings Every Monday at 11am

7. On March 3, 1913, 5,000 women marched up Pennsylvania Avenue
demanding the right to _________.

Downtown Women’s Action Coalition Meetings The Second Tuesday of every month at 3:30pm

9. Shirley __________, the first black woman to serve in the United
States Congress.

Team Food and Garden Meetings First and Third Thursday of every month at 10:30 am
If you would like any more information on the events listed above, call
213.228.0024 or stop by the LA CAN offices at 530 S. Main St., 90013

12. _______ Smith, nicknamed the Empress of the Blues who was the
most popular female blues singer of the 1920s and the archetype for
subsequent jazz vocalists.
ANSWER KEY ON PAGE 10

April / May 2013 Community Connection Team

Esther Alejandro
Bilal Ali
Eric Ares
Deborah Burton
Becky Dennison
Steve Diaz

General Dogon
Aazim Muhammad
Thelmy Perez
James Porter
Al Sabo
Karl Scott

To contact LA CAN or find out more
about our work and how to support
us, write or visit us online:
530 S. Main Street, Ground Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90013
(213) 228-0024
www.cangress.org

WEBSITE
cangress.wordpress.org
BLOG
BECOME A
FAN OF LA CAN
SEND US A TWEET
@LACANetwork

Billy Shaw
JoJo Smith
Lydia Trejo
Wesley Walker
Pete White
Carmen Vega

Interested in writing or contributing to the
Community Connection? Have a response to an
article or piece you’d like to share? Know of a
pressing community issue we should be covering?

Contact us at 213.228.0024 or drop by the
LA CAN offices, located at 530 S. Main St.

Editorial Policy:
The Community Connection is a street newspaper and a member of the North American
Street Newspaper Association and the International Network of Street Papers. The Los
Angeles Community Action Network (LA CAN) is a membership organization comprised
of low-income, homeless and formerly homeless residents living in Downtown and South
Los Angeles, and surrounding communities. LA CAN’s staff and core members write many
articles that appear in the Community Connection. These generally appear without a byline,
attributed to LA CAN as a collective.
Articles by contributors who are not LA CAN core members and/or personal
opinion/experience articles receive a byline. These articles do not necessarily represent the
views, opinions and perspectives of the Los Angeles Community Action Network.
All articles and artwork may be reproduced with permission only;
please contact Pete White @ (213) 228-0024 or petew@cangress.org.
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We Are All Deborah
Burton!
WRITTEN BY KARL SCOTT AND ANDRIANA BICANIN

On Monday, May 21, about 100 human rights
defenders from organizations across Los
Angeles gathered at City Hall to demand that
elected officials, both current and those who
were to be elected the following day, stop the
targeting and prosecution of human rights
organizers. Dream Team LA, Union de Vecinos, POWER, LA CAN, Stop LAPD Spying
Coalition, Labor/Community Strategy Center,
Youth Justice Coalition and others were on
hand with flyers, signs, chants and energy to
grab the attention of those sitting within the
walls of City Hall and on the streets. For the
past three years, LA City Attorney Carmen
Trutanich has targeted human rights organizers from all of the groups present for unjust
prosecution while the rest of our City officials
have sat silent. The demonstration was intended to express that this will no longer be acceptable in Los Angeles.
In a symbolic action highlighting the latest
prosecution efforts, a group of those gathered
set off toy horns while chanting “I Am Deborah Burton!” Burton, a 61-year old grandmother and community organizer with LA
CAN, is being unjustly charged with three
counts of assault for alleged actions during a
perfectly legal protest of the Central City East
Association’s “Skid Row Walk” where toy
horns were used. Though dozens of police
officers were present at the June 2011 protest,
no arrests were made. Deborah Burton was
charged 15 months after the alleged incidents
after months of fierce advocacy by LAPD
Lieutenant Shannon Paulson to the City Attorney, who believed the legal protest had to be
stopped (as documented in public records).

LA CAN members promoting the Share the Wealth Platform during the Pershing Square Farmers Market.

Residents Fight to
Protect Pershing Square
as a Real Public Space
Access to Public Space for
EVERYONE is Crucial to an
Equitable Downtown LA
WRITTEN BY ERIC ARES

For decades Pershing Square has been
the closest thing to a Los Angeles Central
Park - a public space where residents of all
backgrounds can gather for events, eat a
meal, or just sit and rest. Over the past year,
however, there have been multiple reports
of low-income and homeless community
members being harassed by security guards
and police and pushed out of the park during operating hours. These incidents occur
on a daily basis, but especially on WednesShortly after the May 21st action began, a
delegation went inside City Hall East to speak days when vendors set up tents and booths
for the Pershing Square Farmer’s Market.
to the City Attorney. The security guards
refused to allow people into the public buildThis is why the Los Angeles Community
ing, preventing residents of this city from a
Action Network has chosen the park as
direct request to speak to an elected official.
Continued on page 7

a place to promote the Share the Wealth
Platform. Right now Pershing Square represents a perfect example of the growing
inequality in Downtown Los Angeles - with
low-income residents literally being forced
out of the park to accommodate the business
community’s wish to make the area more
desirable for so-called “New Downtowners.” Yet it also presents an opportunity for
park space that meets everyone’s needs.
The goal of the Share the Wealth Platform
is simple: To make sure that the benefits
of the revitalization and redevelopment of
Downtown LA extend to ALL community
residents - New Downtowners, business
owners, and low-income residents alike.
Business leaders and the City clearly have a
vision, and it seems to include everyone but
the community’s oldest members: poor and
homeless, largely black and brown
residents.
Every Wednesday LA CAN has been tabling
during the farmer’s market operating hours
to build support for the Share the Wealth
Platform while ensuring that the rights of
low-income residents are protected from
security guards and LAPD officers.

Continued on page 6
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TENANT LEADERS
TARGETED WITH
EVICTION ARE
FIGHTING BACK!

STOP KILLER COPS COMMUNITY DEMANDS
JUSTICE FOR KENNY
WILLIAMS
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BILL TO RESTORE
FOOD STAMPS FOR
EX-OFFENDERS
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THE GROWING NUMBER
OF WOMEN IN PRISON
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JIM CROW
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Tenant Leaders Targeted With Eviction and Fighting Back!
Currently the Housing Authority of the City of Los Angeles
(HACLA) is targeting a tenant leader who is at the forefront of the
fight for the human right to housing in the city. Emma Guillette, a
70-year-old tenant leader in LA CAN’s Pueblo Del Rio Committee,
is currently facing eviction because she is yet another victim of
HACLA’s “one strike” policy. After 30 years of being a good and
stable tenant, she is being evicted and the Housing Authority has to
date refused to even discuss alternatives to eviction with her.
Emma is an active leader in the city and took a leadership role in a
class action lawsuit against HACLA regarding tenants not receiving
a proper rent reduction due to increased trash fees. She is also a
founding member of the Pueblo Del Rio tenant committee, which
over the past few years has been fighting against the privatization
of public housing. She has access to legal resources through her
involvement with LA CAN and is fighting this eviction.
The one-strike policies are unfair and HACLA has the legal
discretion to avoid this eviction. The Housing Authority must take
action to ensure that a 70-year-old, disabled woman does not lose
her housing. You can contact LA CAN to help support Emma.
At the same time, Leonard Woods, a longtime LA CAN member and
tenant leader in the Alexandria Hotel was recently targeted with
an eviction. Again, the landlord was targeting someone with more
than 10 years of being a good and stable tenant, due to an alleged
criminal incident. Yet, it was actually the landlord who called police
on this tenant and no criminal charges went forward due to lack of
evidence. The pending eviction was subsequently dismissed.
Mr. Woods knew his rights and had access to legal representation
due to his involvement in tenant organizing, and had support
from LA CAN’s housing committee -- and therefore was able to
successfully fight this improper eviction and save his housing!
We know many more people are facing improper or illegal evictions
in our communities every day. Only by learning your rights, getting
involved in tenant organizing that can support efforts to fight back,
and connecting with much needed but limited legal representation
can we continue to fight and win against unjust displacement. Join
LA CAN’s housing committees in Downtown and Pueblo del Rio to
find out more and get involved in preserving our communities.
Baltimore Hotel and Rent Stabilization Ordinance
On Thursday May 23, LA CAN organized a Know Your Rights
Workshop for tenants of the Baltimore Hotel and other rent
stabilized hotels in the Downtown community. Tenants reported to
LA CAN’s Housing Committee that people living in the Baltimore
Hotel were worried about a recent rent increase. Rent can only
increase 5% each year in rent stabilized units, and tenants have
many other rights under the City’s Rent Stabilization Ordinance
(RSO).
During the workshop tenants brought up other issues, including
construction impacts. It was stressed at the workshop that tenants
must take action when they have concerns and/or know their rights
are being violated, and that it is very important AND easy to file
complaints with the City’s Housing Department. For tenants who
were not able to attend the workshop but have issues to address,
below are steps to take when filing a complaint. The steps below
apply to all properties that fall under the RSO. If you are unsure
whether your building is covered by the RSO, visit LA CAN.

Líderes de Inquilinos Son Objeto Para Evicción y Luchan En
Contra!
Al presente, la Autoridad de Viviendas de la Ciudad de Los Angeles
(Siglas en íngles HACLA) apunta en blanco a un lider de inquilinos
que esta al frente de la lucha para el derecho humano de viviendas en
la ciudad.  Emma Guillette, de 70 años, líder de inquilinos del comité
de LA Can en Pueblo Del Rio, le amenazan con evicción ya que es una
victima mas de la póliza “one strike” de HACLA.
Despues de 30 años como buena y estable inquilina, la desalojan y la
Autoridad de Viviendas se reusa a discutir alternativas a la evicción
Emma es una activista en la ciudad que tomó el rol de líder en
una demanda popular en contra de HACLA ya que los inquilinos
no recibieron apropiadas reducciones de renta por impuestos
de basurero. Ella tambíen es miembra fundadora del comité de
inquilinos de Pueblo Del Rio, cual, durante los ultimos años, a
luchado en contra de la privacitación de la vivienda publica.  Ella
tiene acceso a recurso de ley por medio de su participación en LA
CAN y pelea esta evicción.
Las pólizas del “one-strike” son injustas y HACLA tiene la descreción
legal para evadir esta evicción. La Autoridad de Viviendas debe de
tomar acción para asegurar que una mujer deshabilitada de 70 años,
no pierda su hogar. Llama a LA CAN si quiera apoyar a la Sra. Emma.
Al ígual, Leonard Woods, miembro por mucho tíempo de LA
CAN y líder de inquilinos en el Hótel Alexandria, fué amenazado
recientemente con una evicción.  Nuevamente, los dueños escogieron
un buen y estable inquilino por mas de 10 años, por un supuesto
incidente criminal. Pero fué el dueño quien llamo la policía en contra
del inquilino y no hubieron cargos por falta de evidencias. El desalojo
pendiente fue posteriormente despedido. El Sr. Woods conoce sus
derechos y tuvo acceso a representación legal por su envolucramiento
en organizaciones de inquilinos y tuvo apoyo del comité de viviendas
de LA CAN, por lo tanto pudo luchar con éxcito en contra de la
evicción y salvó su hogar!
Sabemos de muchas personas que enfrentan evicción ílegal ó erróneas
en nuestras comunidadez diariamente.  Solo conociendo nuestros
derechos y participando en organizaciones de inquilinos que apoyan
la lucha y conectandonos con la representación legal (muy necesaria
pero escaza) podemos continuar luchando y ganando en contra de
los desalojamientos injustos. Reunase a el comité de viviendas en
LA CAN en Downtown y Pueblo del Rio para averiguar mas y se
comprometa en preservar nuestra comunidad.
Hotel Baltimore y la Ordenanza de Estabilización de Renta
El jueves, 23 de mayo, se organizó en LA CAN el taller “Know Your
Rights” (conosca sus derechos) para los inquilinos del Hótel Baltimore
y otros hoteles con renta estabilizada en la comunidad de Downtown.
Los inquilinos reportaron al Comité de Viviendas de LA CAN que
los que viven en el Baltimore se preocupan de un aumento, aunque
la renta solo puede aumentar un 5% anual en unidades con renta
estabilizada y los inquilinos tienent muchos otros derechos bajo la
Ordenanza de Renta Estabilizada de la Ciudad (RSO).
En el transcurso del taller, los inquilinos presentarón otros asuntos
inclusive el ímpacto de construcción.  Se accentuó que los inquilinos
deben tomar acción si hai preocupaciones ó si saben que sus derechos
han sido violados, es muy importante y ademas, fácil archivar quejas
con el departamento de viviendas de la ciudad (City’s Housing
Department). Para inquilinos que no asistieron al taller, pero que
tienen problemas de vivienda, al continuó estan los pasos para montar
sus quejas.  Estos pasos son para qualquier propiedad bajo el RSO. Si
duda de que su domicilio cae bajo esta ordenanza (RSO), visite a LA
CAN.

1. If you believe your RSO rights have been violated (i.e. rent increase
is too high, you have been negatively affected by construction noise or
dust, ongoing services have been reduced or eliminated), you can file
a complaint with the city’s Housing Department at 1-866-557-RENT.

1. Si usted cree que sus derechos bajo RSO han sido violados (un
alto aumento de renta, le afecto negativamente el polvo ó ruido de
construcción, reducción de ó se eleminaron servicios) usted puede
archivar una queja con el Departamento de Viviendas de la Ciudad al
1-866-557-RENT.

2. At the time you file your complaint make sure you write down the
inspector’s name and phone number, and your complaint number.

2. Cuando archive su queja, asegure anotar el nombre y numero
télefonico del ínspector, y el numero asignado a su queja.

3. If you do not hear back from anyone within a week, call the
inspector or investigator. You can also come into LA CAN for
assistance with your complaint.

3. Si no le responden dentro de una cemana, llame al ínspector o
investigador. Tambíen puede venir a LA CAN para mas asistencia.

Continued on page 3
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City to Make Decision on Future of 1130 S. Hope

La Ciudad Decidira Sobre El Futuro de 1130 S. Hope
El 1130 de la calle S. Hope es un edificio de apartamentos vacantes
que en un entonces proveo las muy necesitadas viviendas
con alquileres permitibles y renta estabilizada en Downtown
LA. El edificio se incluye en una lista de viviendas permitibles
governada por CRA/LA bajo un arreglo comprometiente legal y
comunmente referido como obligación “sin perdida neta” para
preservar viviendas permitibles.

1130 S. Hope Street holds a vacant apartment building that once
provided much-needed affordable and rent-stabilized housing in
Downtown LA. The building is included on a list of affordable
housing governed by the CRA/LA under a portion of a legallybinding settlement agreement commonly known as a “no net
loss” obligation to preserve affordable housing. Additionally,
the building was once governed by the City’s Rent Stabilization
Ordinance and was inspected by the Housing Department as
recently as 2008. At one time, the City obligated the owner of
the property to sell it to a non-profit developer who would serve
homeless people, which never happened.

Adicionalmente, este fué governado por la Ordenanza de la
Ciudad de Estabilización de Renta y fué inspeccionado por el
départamento de viviendas en el 2008.  En un debido momento
la Ciudad obligó a los dueños de la porpiedad a venderlo a un
inmobiliario sin fines de lucro que serviría personas sin hogar,
que nunca sucedio.  

Although the property is zoned residential and has a history
of providing housing, it is now targeted for re-zoning and
conversion to a “boutique” hotel that includes multiple highcapacity nightclubs. At a recent Zoning Administrator hearing,
LA CAN testified against the proposed project because we
believe the property should be preserved as residential, creating
an opportunity to again provide affordable housing.

Aunque la propiedad está en zona residencial y sus antepasados
son de proveer viviendas, ahora se le apunta para rezonamiento y converción a un hotel tipo “boutique” que incluirá
multiples night-clubs de alta capacidad.  En una audiencia
del Administrador de Zonas, LA CAN testificó en contra de el
propuesto projecto porque creemos que la propiedad debe ser
preservada para residencias. Nuevamente creando la oportunidad
para viviendas de alquiler permitible. Adicionalmente, muchos
vecinos del area inmediata testificarón en contra del projecto por
el ruido, el traffico y otros asuntos que crean los clubs grandes que
se montan en los callados vecindarios residenciales.  Sinembargo,
el concejal Huizar formalmente apoyó el projecto y su consejo
administrativo no ha respondido a preguntas suscitadas del
porqué dicho apoyo; ¿como y cuando los previos inquilinos se
desalojaron, como la obligación “sin perdida neta” sera realizada,
y por qué este es un buen uso de un sitio con el potencial de
proporcionar vivienda.

Additionally, many neighbors in the immediate area testified
against the project because of the noise, traffic and other issues
created by large nightclubs operating in a quiet residential
neighborhood. However, Councilmember Huizar has already
provided formal support for the project and his staff has not
responded to questions raised about what prompted this support,
how and when former residents were displaced, and why this is
a good use of a site with the potential to provide housing.
LA CAN will be working with other stakeholders to prevent
the re-zoning of this property into a hotel and nightclubs. Our
Share the Wealth platform for fair redevelopment is clear about
the need to preserve affordable housing (see page 1 to read
more about Share the Wealth), and we certainly don’t need to
replace housing with nightclubs. A significant portion of the
redevelopment of Downtown LA has focused on new hotels and
nightclubs – it is now time to have equal focus on affordable
housing preservation, rehabilitation and development.

LA CAN trabajara con otros interesados para prevenir el rezonamiento de esta propiedad hacia hoteles y night-clubs.  En
nuestra plataforma de Compartir Riquesas para un justo
desarollo, esta claro la nececidad de preservar viviendas
permitibles (mas informes del Compartir Riquesas en página XX)
y en definitivo nosotros no necesitamos mas conversión de
viviendas a night-clubs. Una porción significante del re-desarollo
de Downtown, LA se enfocará en nuevos hoteles y clubs - ya es
hora de que se enfoquen por igual a la preservación de viviendas
de alquiler permitible, la rehabilitacón y el desarollo.

LA Human Right to
Housing Collective

affordable housing, displace residents and criminalize
homelessness and poverty. We believe that housing is a
human right and that all Angelenos have the RIGHT to a
safe and affordable home regardless of income. Furthermore, over 70% of Angelenos are either tenants or homeless residents meaning that together, WE HAVE THE
POWER to make housing policies benefit us!

Over the last year, the Collective has reported out to Community Connection readers about our work, our campaigns
and our growth. Yet, many people still ask us: “what is the
Collective and how is it different from LA CAN?” That is
why, this issue, we plan on answering that question and
give you the opportunity to get involved!

“YOU CAN’T BUILD YOUR WAY OUT OF OUR
HOUSING CRISIS”
– Barbara Schultz, Legal Aid Foundation of Los Angeles

The mission of the LA Human Right to Housing Collective
is to build a city wide tenants movement and create a
network of resident-led organizations and committees that
can build power to implement the principle of the human
right to housing in LA housing policies.

Our three campaign areas are focused on the preservation
of existing affordable housing and include:
1) Public Housing Preservation;
2) Rent Control Reform;
3) Foreclosures & Homelessness

The Collective has two anchor organizations, LA CAN
and Union de Vecinos, and other member organizations
and resident committees spanning from Boyle Heights to
the Westside and San Fernando to Watts that are working
together to build out these networks into a CITY WIDE
MOVEMENT. Why? Because Los Angeles is in a
HOUSING CRISIS!

Tenants from across the City are meeting monthly to talk
about housing issues, propose solutions and implement
campaigns to meet our needs. JOIN US!
Next Meeting:
Saturday, 6/22/2013 – 9AM-Noon;
Downtown delegation leaving at 8am from LA CAN

Not only is LA one of the most expensive cities to live in,
we are also the homeless capital of the U.S.A. Even so, City
Hall continues to create policies that demolish existing

For more information, contact Thelmy at
lahumanrighttohousing@gmail.com or 213.228.0024
3

THE VOICE, THE PULSE, OF OUR VILLAGE

Hunger Action Day
Helps Propel Senate
Bill 283 Forward

COMMUNITY CONNECTION

| JUNE - JULY 2013

COMMUNITY HEALTH

Important State Bill Would
Restore Food Stamps Benefits to
Those with Past Convictions
WRITTEN BY LYDIA TREJO AND ERIC ARES

On the morning of Tuesday, May 21, about
a dozen LA CAN members joined dozens of
other Los Angeles residents for a two-day
trip to Sacramento for Hunger Action Day.
Held every year, Hunger Action Day, organized by the California Hunger Action Coalition, is an opportunity for everyday citizens
to travel to the State Capitol and ask their
State Representatives to pass laws that fight
hunger and increase access to fresh, nutritious food.
This year, the priorities were clear: Assembly
Bill 5 and Senate Bill 283. Assembly Bill 5,
also known as the Homeless Bill of Rights,
has been written about extensively in the
Community Connection. Amongst other
other things, the Bill would protect the right
to share food in public. In recent years, cities across the county have cracked down on
charities and other groups who share food
and water with homeless individuals. AB 5
would go a long way in stopping this growing trend and other policies that promote the
criminalization of homelessness.
Senate Bill 283 would reinstate CalWORKS

Women’s Day in the
Park 2013
WRITTEN BY SILVIA VARGAS
PHOTOS BY THE DOWNTOWN WOMEN’S CENTER

After weeks of anticipation, Women’s Day
in the Park delivered fun and fellowship
on May 17. I am sure that all the beautiful
sisters who attended the wonderful event
enjoyed themselves as much as I did. And,
once again, this annual event was a success
thanks to all of the volunteers, organizers,
and sponsors from the Downtown Women’s Action Coalition (DWAC) who helped
put the day together.
This was my third year attending, and I
think it gets better and better each time. I
felt such joy when I witnessed a rainbow
of ladies getting off the bus in Elysian
Park. They were shining and excited for
the guaranteed once a year experience of
getting pampered and celebrated. When
women arrived, the welcoming environment reminded them, “Enjoy yourself today is for you!”

Hunger Action Day Participants spelling “Homeless Need a Bill of Rights” on the State Capitol steps.

and CalFresh (also known as Food Stamps)
Benefits to those have been convicted of past
drug sales felonies and are in compliance
with parole and probation. The Supplemental Nutritional Assistance Program (the
federal name for the Food Stamp Program)
bans benefits for those who have drug sales
offenses. However, states can opt out of the
ban. California is one of only a handful of
states that still maintain this life-time ban denying food access to one of society’s most
vulnerable populations.
To help push these bills forward, hundreds
of constituents gathered outside the Capitol
early Wednesday morning before heading indoors for delegation visits with State Assemblymembers and Senators. LA CAN was able
to meet with the offices of Assembly Speaker
John Perez and Senator Kevin De Leon and

demand their support for AB 5 and SB 283.
After the visits, the group took part in a huge
action right on the front steps of the Capitol with hundreds of people symbolically eating,
sleeping, and resting while spelling “HOMELESS NEED A BILL OF RIGHTS.”
A few days later, AB 5 was held up in Assembly Appropriations Committee. However, as a 2-year bill, AB 5 is still alive and
will be revisited again in January 2014. Yet
in early June, SB 283 passed the State Senate,
but only re-establishes access to CalFresh, not
CalWORKS. The bill is now in the State Assembly, where it will hopefully be passed by
the end of June and signed by Governor Jerry
Brown later on in the year. This would not
have been possible without the grassroots
and community activity exhibited through
efforts like Hunger Action Day.

beautiful trees and grass - to share a day
in which we forget about our troubles and
problems through laughter, conversations,
dancing, and learning from the many information booths.
Once again, a big thanks to everyone in the
Downtown Women’s Action Coalition, and
especially LA CAN and the Downtown
Women’s Center, that planned such a wonderful day.
Many blessings to all those who were able
to participate in an event in which we
could embrace and celebrate our collective
womanhood. We should try and do that
every day, not just at Women’s Day in the
Park!
We are already looking forward to Women’s Day in the Park 2014. Please join us at
DWAC meetings on the second Tuesday of
each month at 3:30 pm at LA CAN.

About 200 sisters participated in a variety of
activities, such as dancing, yoga, games and
important information tables. We were also
treated to live music from Citrus College’s
Hawaii Combo. And, once again, the fashion
show was a highlight of the day as elegantly
and colorfully dressed women strutted up
and down the stage in fantastic outfits.
How great it was to escape into nature - the

Women’s Day in the Park participants taking advantage of info booths, give aways and (bottom)
celebrating after another entertaining and successful fashion show.
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Discriminatory Policing Continues
on Main Street - Is It Now a
Crime to Garden?
WRITTEN BY KARL SCOTT AND ANDRIANA BICANIN

Around 1:00 pm on May 21, 2013, three LA CAN members began
giving away seedlings to community residents to promote LA CAN’s
garden projects and encourage gardening among others in the Skid
Row community. LA CAN members often conduct community outreach on Main Street and throughout the community, as a primary
means to connect with constituents and residents. However, on this
day, community outreach and seedling giveaway activities were
treated as crimes by LAPD.
Main Street has been the target of increased LAPD presence and harassment for the past few months. Low-income residents have been
told they have to move although they are not engaged in any illegal
activity, and there have been increased citations and arrests for minor violations. In fact, according to LA CAN member James Porter,
LAPD Officer Owens visited a tenant meeting in the Sanborn Hotel
on Main Street and warned tenants there that they had better not
linger on Main Street, that they should “keep moving” when they
exit their hotel. Upper income people, such as those standing on the
street regularly outside the Nickel Diner or those sitting in the tables
and chairs outside the new Creamery, have never been observed being targeted by LAPD during this recent Main Street crackdown.
On May 21st, Officer Owens returned to Main Street with two other
officers ready to punish people who weren’t moving and, without
giving warning, issued a citation to an elderly resident who has lived
on Main Street for over 50 years. The officers then moved a halfblock down the street and cited two LA CAN members, again without warning, who were handing out the seedlings and talking with
passersby. The supposed violation for all three people? LA Municipal Code 41.18D (“No person shall sit, lie, or sleep in or upon an
street, sidewalk or other public way.”),= the tool of choice for years
to move poor and homeless people off the streets of Downtown LA.
Responding to this clear sign of harassment, LA CAN members demanded to speak to the officers’ supervisor. Instead of just a super-

TOP RIGHT: Three LA CAN members handing out free seedlings to residents
and members of the Downtown community; BOTTOM LEFT: Moments before
organizer Thelmy Perez was taken into custody for allegedly interfering with
police. No charges have been filed to date.

Did the City Attorney
Just Call Homeless
Residents Terrorists?
WRITTEN BY ERIC ARES

In September 2012, homeless residents
achieved a major victory when the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals upheld an injunction
that bars the City of Los Angeles and LAPD
from seizing the property of Skid Row
residents. This should have been the end
of a long-term debate around the property
rights of those living on the streets of Skid
Row. After years of seeing their personal
belongings illegally confiscated and often
times destroyed at the hands of LAPD, residents fought back, organized, and won.
However, rather than respecting the ruling

visor arriving on scene, however, about a dozen additional officers
showed up. An LA CAN member asked Officer Owens if she had
properly warned the three people being cited for 41.18D before issuing the citation, as is required by the “Jones” settlement related to
LAPD’s enforcement of this municipal code. She responded that she
did not have to warn these specific individuals because she had been
warning people on Main Street for months.
Other LAPD officers then began telling residents and others that
were legally documenting their activities with cameras that they
were blocking the sidewalk, even though people were passing by
regularly on the sidewalk without any problem. Rather than issuing
the citations, however improper they were, and moving on, LAPD
grew more aggressive and arrested housing organizer Thelmy Perez
for purportedly interfering with LAPD activities. Thelmy was simply recording LAPD activities on her cell phone camera.
This incident raises many questions for LA CAN. Is it justifiable that
this level of police activity was generated over a seedling giveaway?
How does LAPD train its officers to enforce the law on Main Street
without discrimination (or, in fact, does it instruct them to conduct
discriminatory policing)? Why isn’t 41.18D being enforced as required by a legally enforceable settlement agreement? Was this just
another attempt to use the overdeployment of police to silence those
attempting to stand up for themselves against oppression? And, will
Thelmy Perez be the latest victim of LAPD and the City Attorney’s
targeting of human rights organizers for prosecution? (See related
story on page 1)
Adding insult to injury, a recent Downtown News article (“An Al
Fresco Fiasco”, 6/10/13) revealed that while low-income residents
are fined for 41.18D citations, businesses in the Historic Core are not
charged a fee when they are cited for unpermitted sidewalk seating. It went on to say that Councilmember Huizar’s office is asking
the Bureau of Street Services to hold off on giving these citations to
businesses. How about holding off on giving citations to homeless
and low-income residnets sitting on those same sidewalks, especially
because those tickets carry fines that most cannot afford?
The use of police intimidation and unjust prosecutions has never and
will not silence LA CAN’s critique of Safer Cities policing nor will it
deter our human rights organizing, no matter how many attempts
are made to criminalize us. LA CAN is prepared to fight any charges
against Perez as well as the citations given to members, who continued to distribute seedlings after the officers left. We will continue our
fight for equity on Main Street, throughout Downtown and South
LA, and beyond.

and taking it as a sign that they have been
wrong all along, the City of Los Angeles
decided in February to appeal to the Supreme Court to overturn the injunction.
The City’s arguments against the injunction
have been consistently laden with discriminatory language that attempt to strip homeless residents of their constitutional rights.
However, in recent weeks, the bigotry in
their arguments have reached a new low.
At a meeting in May with the City Attorney’s office, an Assistant City Attorney
tried to make a link between homeless individuals and those who bombed the Boston
Marathon back in April.
“She argued that the backpack bombing
in Boston could happen on skid row and
therefore they needed access to everything
left unattended on the sidewalks,” said
5

Aazim Muhammad, a Skid Row resident
and LA CAN member present at the meeting. “What a bunch of B.S. When is the
last time you heard of a homeless person
packing some C-4? She then said that if the
City were allowed to confinscate people’s
belongings that they would then consider
providing more trash cans and maybe even
hygiene stations - basically requesting that
we forgo our recently won rights in exchange for services that we should already
be receiving.”
It is highly doubtful that the Supreme
Court would bother to take up a case as
clear cut as this. However, if they do, the
community is confident that they will agree
with all of those who have weighed in on
this previously - affirming that a homeless
resident has the same right to property as
anyone else.
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Residents Fight to Protect Pershing Square as a
Real Public Space
LA CAN has also been working to ensure the farmer’s market EBT
accessible so that low-income residents with CalFresh (also known
as Food Stamps) can purchase fresh produce. This is especially
important since the only full service grocery store in Downtown
operates in the South Park neighborhood.
The results so far have been positive. There has been a decrease
in the number of reports of harassment and civil rights violations
and people are responding favorably to the platform.
This underscores the importance of promoting the Share the
Wealth vision and organizing the community for an inclusive
Downtown. If the community does not fight for a Downtown LA
for all - then business leaders and the City will continue their attempts to displace poor and homeless residents.

TOP RIGHT: An LA CAN member connecting with people in Pershing Square
at the outreach table.
BOTTOM LEFT: The Community Watch team keeping a close eye on LAPD’s
interaction with low-income residents during the Wednesday Farmer’s Market.

LA CAN’S Share the Wealth Platform
NO DISPLACEMENT: No one should be forced out of their own community, especially
low- income tenants and homeless residents with few, if any, other options.
AN INCREASE IN AFFORDABLE HOUSING: Downtown LA desperately needs more
affordable housing, especially for homeless and other extremely low-income people.
THE CREATION OF EMPLOYMENT AND WEALTH-BUILDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR
THOSE MOST IN NEED: Low-income residents should have priority access to jobs and other
economic opportunities created in Downtown LA.
AN INCREASE IN GREEN SPACE, INCLUDING PARKS AND COMMUNITY GARDENS,
AND ASSURANCE THAT IT IS ACCESSIBLE TO EVERYONE: Existing park and other
public green space must be accessible to everyone.
AN END TO THE CRIMINALIZATION OF POVERTY: Since 2006, the Safer Cities Initiative
and other punitive policies by LAPD and BIDs have unfairly criminalized homeless residents,
other extremely low-income residents and people of color, street vendors, and low-income
visitors to downtown.
ACCESSIBLE, AFFORDABLE, AND EFFECTIVE PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION: Low-income
people remain the large majority of transit riders in Los Angeles and must be a priority. Plans
and new projects should reflect their priorities and needs.
AN INCREASE IN CIVIC PARTICIPATION: All formal and informal decision-making bodies
affecting Downtown LA must be accessible and transparent to the public, not require dues,
and consist of an equal balance of higher-income and low-income stakeholders.
6
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We Are All Deborah Burton!
Instead, two representatives of the City Attorney’s office came to the lobby to discuss
the matter with the human rights defenders, who demanded that the unjust charges
against Deborah Burton be further investigated and dropped. To date, these representatives have not responded to follow-up
communications requesting the final decision of the City Attorney. Ms. Burton’s
trial is expected to begin in late June.
Though the group was not able to express
their demands directly to the City Attorney, outside the walls of City Hall/City
Hall East the message was clear. The day
opened with four powerful speakers who
laid out the issues to the crowd and the
media. A large group of people chanted
and danced in a circle to the sounds of
drums. Hundreds of flyers were distributed to passersby, most of whom were very
interested. After three hours, the action
concluded and all present made a pledge to
each other to continue defending the people of L.A. from the City Attorney, LAPD,
and elected officials who criminalize free
speech and dissent.
(Editor’s note: Please see article on page 5 to
read about LAPD actions against human rights
workers later in day on May 21, 2013.)
Clockwise from Top Right: Human Rights
organizers hold a press conference in front of City
Hall East; During the action, a delegation spoke
with representatives from Trutanich’s office and
demanded that all charges against Burton be
investigated and dismissed; A flyer demanding
justice for Deborah Burton.

STOP KILLER COPS LAPD Officers Shoot
and Kill Another
Community Member
WRITTEN BY GENERAL DOGON
PHOTOS BY DAN JONES AND LA CAN

The morning of May 1, 2013 felt like the first
day of summer - the sky was clear and the
sun was shining brightly through the morning sky. But as I walked out of my hotel to
head to LA CAN, the morning peace was
interrupted by the ghetto bird (a.k.a. LAPD
helicopter) that went flying by followed by a
dozen LAPD squad cars speeding down 6th
Street with sirens howling. Residents and
business owners came out to see what was
going on. I saw the chopper hovering close
by, so I quickly ran into LA CAN to grab a
video camera and sprinted down 5th Street.
When I arrived at 5th and Wall, I noticed
a presence of community residents who
seemed upset at whatever was going down.
There was also a huge number of LAPD officers - and once I saw one cop tying yellow
crime scene tape around poles I knew something serious had happened. At that moment my heart fell as I noticed a Black male
with blue jeans and white tennis shoes lying
face down in front of the Florence Hotel. I
heard the residents surrounding me talk

about the multiple times he was shot. The
onlookers became even more upset when
the Fire Department arrived and tossed the
man around as though they had no respect
for a Black life. As the crowd grew larger,
the cops created a new perimeter line that
moved people at least two blocks away from
the scene.
I then walked around to 5th and San Pedro
Streets, where I saw a crowd of residents
surrounding a sister crying hysterically. I
thought to myself that this man who had
just been shot and killed by LAPD was loved
in the community. I could feel the tension
growing between community members and
LAPD. I remained on scene for well over
three hours, and never saw one cop ask for
witnesses, take statements or contact information, or interview anybody. Residents
who lived within the yellow-taped perimeter
were prevented from entering their homes.
One resident in a wheel chair was pleading
with officers that his medication was in his
unit, but he was still denied access.
I later learned that LAPD officers had shot
and killed Skid Row community member
Kenneth Miller. I spoke with many witnesses and also visited the shooting scene. And,
from what I’ve learned, what actually went
down differs greatly from the official LAPD
take on the shooting, which states that officers shot Miller after he opened fired during
a robbery inside the Green Apple Market.
The investigation of the fatal shooting is still
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underway. However, what must be noted
and immediately addressed is the pattern of
excessive force and reckless shooting on the
part of LAPD officers that continue to characterize Skid Row policing.
Kenneth Miller was shot and killed on May
1, 2013 - two years after Skid Row resident
Dale Garrett was shot and killed by LAPD
Detectives on the corner of 5th and Spring
Streets. Both killings involved undercover
officers shooting recklessly on crowded
street corners. Both have “official” statements from LAPD that do not add up. In
terms of Garrett’s killing, the official word
from LAPD changed three times within
hours of the shooting and eventually, the
Police Commission ruled that the shooting
was NOT within protocol.
In the case of Kenneth Miller, bullet holes
lined the Green Apple Market that had
shoppers in it and additional holes were
seen in the windows and walls of the Florence Hotel. Shots actually went into the day
room where people where watching TV.
There were even bullet holes near the sidewalk concrete, which suggests that Miller
was shot even after he had fallen to the
ground.
We cannot allow killer cops to come into our
community and just recklessly start shooting at will with no rights and respect for
innocent people’s lives. This is not the Wild
West!

Continued on page 12

THE VOICE, THE PULSE, OF OUR VILLAGE

Boston - A Failure in
Self Reflection
WRITTEN BY THE STOP LAPD SPYING COALITION

As a coalition founded on the principles
of people power and strong communities,
the Stop LAPD Spying Coalition extends
its deepest condolences to the individuals,
families, and communities impacted by the
violence and bombings in April in Boston,
Baghdad, Bangalore, and Mogadishu.
We recognize that such events do not occur
free from the influence of material and socioeconomic conditions in the society which
produces them and we would be remiss if
we did not take time in the wake of these
events to deeply reflect on what it means to
us as members of society concerned with the
well-being of our extended human family
both in the United States and abroad.
In the decade-plus since September 11, 2001,
we have seen history repeat itself both in
tragedy and as a farce. Tragedy, because of
the lives destroyed; farce because our “leaders” have not learned their lessons. Then, as
now, we have seen the political and economic elite look towards tightening security
and increasing surveillance. The sad fact is
that those in power will not reflect on recent
events, but react with rabid force and prejudice. These are key ingredients in the nor-

It’s Only My Opinion
WRITTEN BY AL SABO

Eric Garcetti: Our mayor-elect is a very
personable politician who I hope will become a mayor for all of the residents of Los
Angeles. Personally I like Eric, but I have
some doubts about whether he will be a
representative for all. He tends to be too conservative to be a true democrat and his close
relationship with the big real estate developers should leave us all with a queezy feeling.
The 1% should do fine, but what about the
rest of us? Go back to your roots and your
progressive base and be all that you can be.
Leave your base behind and suffer the same
fate as Jan Perry.
Wendy Greuel: She could have become our
first female mayor, but ran a very uninspiring campaign. Her first mistake was in using
early contributions for negative ads against
her opponent. Perhaps her biggest blunder
was in securing the backing of former Mayor
Richard Riordan. To the voters this made
her look like the conservative and Garcetti
the more progressive. If she would have
compared her voting record while a member
of city council to that of Garcetti she might
have emerged a winner.
Carmen Trutanich: Only on rare occasions
has an incumbent ever been beaten this
soundly. His defeat can best be explained
by this old adage: “You can fool some of the
people all of the time and all of the people
some of the time, but you can’t fool all of the
people all of the time.”
Dennis Zine: His defeat can best be ex-
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malization of the surveillance/security state
language and ideology. In the days following the Boston tragedy, mainstream media
messages were tainted with speculation and
fear.
All the while, hundreds of billions of dollars
are spent on creating vast networks of data
collection, surveillance, and information
sharing between government entities and
corporations whose reach domestically and
internationally are used to spy on private
activities and behaviors. Moreover, the creation of a so-called “War on Terror,” which
has served only to inflame the oppressed
and inflate the profits of large corporations
and business elites, has failed to make this
country safer.
A scathing U.S. Senate report on intelligence
gathering at fusion centers in October 2012
exposed the folly of reliance on Fusion Centers, and in particular the amount of resources consumed by these ineffective additions
to an already sprawling national security
apparatus.
Furthermore, pre-emptive policing has expanded and legitimized deeply entrenched
racial profiling and discrimination. It has ruined lives, and wasted resources that should
be used to improve our society--not ensnare
it in fear and suspicion. The so-called “War
on Terror” and the expansion of the policesurveillance apparatus have been and conplained by referring to Trutanich, or by the
saying “A leopard can’t change its spots.”
Did he really think he could fool anyone by
running as an independent? If it looks like
a duck, walks like a duck, and quacks like a
duck, you can be sure it’s a Republican.
Unions: Many have said that Gruel’s backing by the unions led directly to her defeat.
What’s wrong with you people? I never
belonged to a union, but when did unions
become a bad thing? The correct answer is
never. Yet somehow the capitalist corporate
owners and bosses have managed to convince the middle class, especially non-union
workers, that unions are bad. If it weren’t
for unions, we’d all be working 80 hours a
week at $5 an hour. Wake up, people. Would
you rather have your children educated by
teachers making as little as $12,000 a year or
would you rather pay them what they are
worth? Corporate magnates don’t care who
educates your children. After all, their kids
are enrolled in private schools.
From Politics to Pop Culture...
Adam Levine: The lead singer of the music
group Maroon 5 and coach on the popular
talent show The Voice, after learning two of
his three finalists were eliminated and not
knowing his microphone was still live, blurted out in frustration, “I hate this country.”
It was an inept attempt to shift the blame of
his team member Judith Hill’s demise from
himself to the fans who didn’t vote for Hill,
one of the favorites in the competition. The
blame rests clearly on Levine’s shoulders.
His choice of songs for Hill directly led to
her downfall, especially when you consider
a major way to “vote” was by download8
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tinue to be abject failures of public policy
and a waste of economic resources.
In closing, we would like to point towards
the root of the issue. Why do we experience
pathological violence like that of Boston? Or
Newtown? Or 9/11? The answers are not
as simple as “the other” hating us for our
alleged freedoms or because there are too
many guns on the streets or people playing
video games. We have to be willing to accept
that the United States breeds and exports
violence. If we are not willing to examine
the deeply rooted violence that our society
perpetuates--then we would remain unable
to prevent violence and atrocities. These
issues are not misunderstandings: they are
real, material and active policies. We can
fight them, we can win.
The Stop LAPD Spying Coalition is committed to fight and dismantle policies like
Suspicious Activity Reporting, iWatch, and
Special Order 1. We demand a complete
and total investigation of the Department
of Homeland Security and the policies and
programs it enforces. We can build a country
with a government worthy of the dignity
of its people that does not wage war on our
communities, at home and abroad. We can
have a society that contributes to global
peace.
The question is: Will We Sleep or Will We
Fight!?! We invite you to join us and fight.

ing contestants’ offerings on I-Tunes. Who
would waste their money downloading the
misguided songs she was singing?
Sasha Allen: The lone black vocalist remaining on the Voice. She definitely deserves to
be in the top six, but so does Judith Hill. The
difference lies in the songs chosen by her
coach, Shakira. The songs she sang not only
allowed her to display her vast talent, but
the songs were also classic soul songs that
most people would love to play over and
over again.
The Voice: Only in the preliminary rounds is
this competition appropriately named. During the live competition, many other factors
help influence the voting. Big factors include
sets, wardrobe, song selection and stage
presence. The popularity of country music
can also skew the results. All three of Blake
Shelton’s finalists are country singers and
Levine’s long survivor could also be classified as country. Country music is so popular
that a talented but very ordinary country
duo, the Swan Brothers, remain in the competition.
Usher: Pop singer Usher, besides being a
coach on The Voice, accompanied Blake
Shelton in a benefit for tornado victims in
Oklahoma. Usher was phenomenal in singing country. Look out, Darius Rucker, if
Usher jumps to country. He’s a natural, just
like Hootie.
These are only my personal opinions. If you
want to agree with or counter these positions,
send your comments to The Community Connection, Attn: Al 530 S. Main St. 90013
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The Growing Number of
Women in Prison Under
the New Jim Crow

decades,” said Meda Chesney-Lind, a professor
of sociology at the University of Hawaii. “We
have never seen these kind of numbers before.
National policies like zero tolerance are responsible for the school to prison pipeline. And a dual
justice system that treats white girls differently
from Black girls is disproportionately impacting
African-American girls.”

WRITTEN BY AAZIM MUHAMMAD

African-American women, who for decades were
able to avoid the incredibly high incarceration
rates of their male counterparts, are seeing an
upswing in their imprisonment, new data shows.
Currently, Black women are the fastest growing prison population in America. Over the past
three decades, the number of people in women’s
prisons has grown by over 640% throughout the
country, reflecting draconian sentencing legislation and an increase in “crimes of survival” resulting from poverty.
Women and children are the fastest growing
population among the homeless in LA County
and as women are driven into destitution, increasing numbers of mothers are being criminalized.
As many as 85% of women who are imprisoned
are mothers or primary caregivers. “Surveillance
and imprisonment has a disproportional and
devastating impact on women, girls, transgender
and gender non-conforming people, and families
from communities of color and low-income communities,” said Diana Zuniga, Field Organizer for
California United for a Responsible Budget.
According to Barry Krisberg, policy director at
Berkeley’s Earl Warren Institute on Law, “Once
in the criminal justice system, African-American
girls are treated with brutality, so much emotional and sexual abuse.” Krisberg spoke at a recent
conference on Black women and incarceration,
and his warnings were frightening. “We are violating African-American women’s human rights
everyday in all 58 counties of California,” he said.
“Where are the lawsuits? Where is the accountability?” In California, specifically, the arrest rate
was 49 per 1,000 African-American women, compared to 8.9 per 1,000 white women. For Latinas,
that number is at 14.9 per 1,000. It’s clearly Black
women and girls who remain the most devastated by this problem. “I’ve been studying this for
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In our Los Angeles community there are two
very strong women working to give women a
new way of life. I would like to recognize and
highlight their work. The two women are Susan
Burton from A New Way of Life Reentry Project/
All of Us or None and Deborah Burton of the Los
Angeles Community Action Network (LA CAN).
On May 13, I went on a trip to Sacramento with a
group of formerly incarcerated men and women.
The trip was designed as an inaugural people’s
quest for democracy. Susan Burton and Fanya
Baruti of All of Us or None were the sponsors. It
was Susan Burton who led the charge in advocating for expanding voting rights for formerly incarcerated people, banning the box by removing
employment barriers for formerly incarcerated,
and improving opportunities for incarcerated
youth and youth being released from custody.
We met with various legislators as well as their
aides.
Conversations were centered on building partnerships with groups around the state and growing this lobby effort to 2,000 or more next year.
We also discussed how we can shape policy
and get sponsors for our bills. I am honored and
privileged to participate in meetings with Susan
Burton quite frequently. Susan has shared with us
what led her to start A New Way of Life Program.
With just a dream and a few dollars she started
this social enterprise model. I encourage everyone to see From Critical Resistance to A New Way
of Life. Angela Davis of Critical Resistance is one
of the lead moderators. It is advocates like Susan
Burton who have opened doors for formerly incarcerated women and are making a tremendous
difference in the quest for a new way of life. In a
recent meeting Susan was referred to as the Harriet Tubman of our era. Her efforts truly provide
freedom to many.

Deborah Burton is a 61 year old human rights
organizer and longtime member of LA CAN.
She is the heart and soul of the organization. She
can be found on the front line of all of LA CAN’s
campaigns and actions like Assembly Bill 5, the
Homeless Bill of Rights. She is the Rosa Parks of
the organization. Every movement has a General
but Deborah brings that mother wit to the equation. Her passion is assisting women and families
in finding decent and affordable housing and
fighting to protect their rights. Through her work
at the Downtown Women’s Action Coalition she
helps to put on special programs and services that
provide spiritual upliftment to women who live
and work in Downtown LA. She recently organized two major events, the Vagina Monologues
and the Women’s Day in the Park. Both events
were a huge success.
This article focuses on how Black women have
been increasingly targeted and criminalized. Deborah is one of those women, and is facing three
unjust charges related to a legal protest in June
2011. She was not charged until August 2012, and
faces trial in late June 2013. On the eve of election
day, human rights organizations including LA
CAN sponsored an action dubbed, “We are All
Deborah Burton” designed to draw attention to
the erroneous and unjust charges filed against
Deborah. The large turnout demonstrated Deborah’s leadership on these issues. Just two weeks
later Deborah led a group protesting a new facility to house female inmates at the Pitchess Detention Center.
It’s people like Susan and Deborah who are
fighting against the violation of women’s human
rights. They fight to end brutality and the emotional and sexual abuse our state puts our mothers and daughters through. These women have
endured this and continue to fight for accountability through grassroots organizing, lawsuits
and even risking their lives. So when you are
having one of those not so good days, just say “I
am Susan Burton” or “I am Deboarh Burton” and
this too shall pass.
We Gotta Fight The Powers That Be, Peace and
Blessings.

Word in the Hood
Sheriff Baca wants to build a new women’s jail complex in Los Angeles County. Community groups including LA CAN
are already organizing to oppose this plan. Do you think building a new women’s jail complex in LA County is a bad
idea? Why or Why not? And, what could the money that would be used for jail construction go toward?

Rebecca
“Not the best idea.
We need more
programs for
rehabilitation,
social services in
general. We need to
put people in homes
instead of on the
street.”

Staar

Yesenia

“Do they even
have sufficient
funding to build a
new women’s jail
facility? I
absolutely think
it’s a bad idea.”

“They shouldn’t
build it. The
money should be
used for social services for all - like
education for
people of all ages.”
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Harriet

“We don’t need
any new jails.
What we do need
is kids with education. We need food
for the homeless.
We need housing.”
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Juneteenth: A Celebration of Freedom

To Your Health:
A Gut Feeling

WRITTEN BY DEBORAH BURTON

June 19, 1865, is considered the date when the last slaves in America were
freed. On that day, General Gordon Granger rode into Galveston, Texas
and issued General Order No. 3 - almost two and a half years after President Abraham Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclamation.
Juneteenth symbolizes the end of slavery. For many African American
people it symbolizes freedom. It gave many blacks the opportunity to think
about what they wanted and needed for themselves - to think about the
future. When blacks in Texas heard the news, many left in search of their
family while others left to build their own economic opportunities and find
happiness. They left with nothing but the hope in their hearts for a brighter
tomorrow.
However, Juneteenth is also a reminder - a call to continue fighting for freedom today. In a community of low-income and homeless people of color,
many of us are still fighting for our basic rights - the right to assemble, the
right to equal economic opportunities, the right to free speech. So while
emancipation occurred almost 150 years ago, our work is not finished. Yes,
we’ve had some victories, but while we celebrate Juneteenth, let’s think of
how we can continue to share the message of freedom for all!
From the National Juneteenth Christian Leadership Council
www.njclc.com
J---Juneteenth represents the joy of freedom—the chance for a new beginning.
U—Unless we expose the truth about the African-American slave experience, Americans won’t be truly free.
N—Never must we forget our ancestors’ endurance of one of the worst
slave experiences in human history.
E ---Every American has benefitted from the wealth blacks created through
over 200 years of free labor Juneteenth allows us to acknowledge that debt.
T ---To encourage every former slave holding state to follow Texas’(and
Oklahoma’s )example and make Juneteenth a state holiday.
E ---Everyday in america, blacks are reminded of the legacy of slavery.
Juneteenth counters that by reminding us of the promise of deliverance.
E ---Even on the journey to discover who we are, Juneteenth allows us to
reflect on where we’ve been, where we’re at and where we’re going as a
people.
N—Never give up hope is the legacy our enslaved ancestors left. It was
this legacy that produced black heroism in the Civil War and helped
launch the modern civil rights era. It is this legacy we celebrate.
T ---To proclaim for all the world to hear, that human rights must never
again become subservient to property rights.
H ---History books have only told a small part of the story; Juneteenth gave
us a chance to set the record straight.

Just One Purse
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WRITTEN BY CARMEN VEGA

While searching food allergies to counter my inflammatory condition (tendinitis), I came across information that raised my awareness of a very common protein ailment which often goes undiagnosed. This helped me to realize how ubiquitous food sources may
be affecting millions of people (in my humble and personal estimation), which once again affirms the importance of healthy food
choices.
My “Aha!” moment came while reading about the effect of gluten
(wheat protein) and casein (a milk protein) on autistic children.
The Food Allergy & Anaphylaxis Network has amassed research
around the notable results of diet on Autistic children. Moreover, I
discovered how these proteins affect the body in people with celiac
disease, an ailment that goes undiagnosed in 97% of people with
the disease.
In a nutshell, the proteins, gluten and casein, when not readily absorbed by the cilia (the little hair-like membranes in the intestines),
produce a substance which causes inflammation in the “gut.”
This leads to digestive problems and symptoms such cramping,
gas, distention and bloating, chronic diarrhea or constipation (or
both), fatty stools, unexplained anemia or nutritional deficiency,
and weight loss despite a large appetite. Think of these little hairs
as filters that allow nutrients into the blood stream. The substance
(like a residue) that damages the cilia causes inflammation and in
time prevents the proper absorption of nutrients into the blood
stream causing even more disease.
Over time, it’s like letting stuff linger in the drain of your kitchen
sink - not a pretty sight! Think of the myriad of digestive problems
and diseases that may be solved by the simple elimination or reduction of your intake of wheat and milk products. An even simpler option is to start by adding variety to your nutritional choices.
Healthy change in our eating habits does not have to be drastic - it
can be gradual and consistent. However, it’s important to note that
with food allergies, a period of abstention, or avoiding the allergen,
may solve the problem.
Do you have a better idea of why it is important to include salads, fruits and lots of water in your diet? Think of that cilia being
“swept” off by green lettuce, and “rinsed” off with fresh clean
water! Ahhh, I feel better already!
Meanwhile, for a great anti-inflammatory treat and delicious desert
try a piece of fresh pineapple, which is high in fiber and rich in vitamin C, along with the entire family of berries. The option to feel
GOOD and be healthy is available. Give it a try!
(Editors’ note: This article is meant for peer health education, not medical advice.
Sources on the internet that can help with self-education include: www.WebMd.com
and www.foodallergy.org. Also, visit your neighborhood health clinic or other health
professionals for more information.)

WRITTEN BY TABIA SALIMU

The Dead Aren’t Painful

I am basking in the glory of being housed
What that feels like is incredible and secure
What that looks like is me leaving with a purse
Just one purse
Not loaded down with a cartful of essentials for the day
Knowing that what awaits me is
comfort, solitude and familiar surroundings
In my new apartment I am catching up on rest
Relaxation, leisure, chores, letting go of resentments
Finishing unfinished business
Weeding out the unnecessary
I can rest safely and not be paranoid about closing my eyes
And waking up to the possibility of my personal belongings
Threatened, moved, bothered
It looks like me rolling over in the comfort of my very own bed
Not worrying about disturbing anybody else’s peace
What it feels like is me learning to leave at peace

WRITTEN BY CAROLYN SCHAUGAARD

The dead aren’t painful.
God gifted me to hear them and see them
alive in my dreams.
The dead aren’t painful.
Most of them are very nice, including my three
ex-husbands, Gerry, Larry and Frank - whose
double Calvin showed me with my own eyes.
The dead aren’t painful. I want to stay with them
although I myself am alive.
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A New Day in the
City of Los Angeles?
WRITTEN BY WESLEY WALKER

The May 21 General Election for Los Angeles
ended with residents electing a new Mayor, a
new City Attorney, a new Controller, and three
new City Councilmembers (for a total of 7 new
Councilmembers to be seated soon). However,
with the election behind us, the real questions are:
Will these individuals keep all of their campaign
promises? And, what can and will our communities do to ensure the change in leadership results
in positive changes for low-income people of
color?
After an expensive and exhausting campaign,
Eric Garcetti defeated Wendy Greuel to become
the next Mayor of Los Angeles. Many believe
Garcetti was able to defeat a fellow Democrat by
painting her as a pawn of labor unions, which
supported her campaign greatly with money and
volunteers. Garcetti has his own labor ties, but
he said that the difference in the contest was his
grassroots support.
In November 2012, LA CAN hosted Eric Garcetti
for a community breakfast in which Skid Row
residents were able to talk with him directly
about the issues they wanted him to address if
he became mayor. At this event, he promised
to work with LA CAN and other Skid Row
residents to build more affordable housing and
find real solutions to end homelessness. He also
pledged support for LA CAN’s Share the Wealth
Platform, which calls for no more displacement,
an increase in affordable housing, more green
space, a halt to the criminalization of poverty, and
effective public transportation. He also promised

¿Un Nuevo Dia en la
ciudad de Los Angeles?
ESCRITO POR WESLEY WALKER
TRADUCIDO POR CARMEN VEGA

La elección general del 21 de mayo por los residentes para Los Angeles culminó en la elección
del nuevo Alcalde, un nuevo Licenciado Municipal, un nuevo Contralor y a tres nuevos Consejales (un total de 7 nuevos Consejales sederan
pronto).  Sinembargo, con las elecciones dadas, la
pregunta real es: ¿mantendrán estos individuos
sus promesas de campaña y qué deben y qué
harán nuestras comunidades para asegurar que el
cambio en líderes resulte en cambio positivo para
personas de color de bajos recursos?
Despues de una extensiva é exhaustive campaña,
Eric Garcetti gano la Alcaldía de Los Angeles a
Wendy Greuel.  Muchos creen que Garcetti pudo
ganarle a su Demócrata prójima pintandola como
péon de las uniones laboristicas, cuales apoyaron
grandemente a esa campaña con dinero y voluntarios.  Garcetti tiene sus enlazes con las uniones,
pero él dice que la diferencia se basa en el apoyo
en él del “grassroots” (movimiento a raíz).
En noviembre del 2012, LA CAN anfitrió un
desayuno comunitario destacando a Eric Garcetti
en cual residentes de Skid Row hablarón directamente con él sobre cual asuntos ellos quisieran
que él se dirigiese como Alcalde. En el evento él
prometió juntarse con LA CAN y otros residentes
de Skid Row para construir mas viviendas permitibles y conseguir real souluciones que eliminen el problema de la población sin hogar.  Tambíen prometió apoyar al plan de LA CAN “Share
The Wealth” (Compartir Riquesas) cual pide: no
mas desplazamientos, aumento de viviendas permitibles, mas espacios verdes (florestes), paro a
la criminalización de la pobreza y transportación
publica effective. Tambíen prometió investigar
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POLITICS
to look further into our demand for an end to the
Safer Cities Initiative.
While on the last legs of the campaign trail,
Garcetti focused on basic problems - like paving
streets, opening parks - but he promised that one
of his biggest priorities would be job creation.
However, in Citywide events, he did not talk a
lot about addressing LA’s housing crisis. While
there are some reasons for optimism with the
new Mayor, it is certainly not guaranteed that he
will take meaningful steps to end the housing crisis in Downtown, South Los Angeles, and other
parts of the City.
Mayor-elect Garcetti, will you keep your promise
to support our Share the Wealth plan? Will you
champion the cause of poor folks and homeless
residents? These questions are important, but it
is more important for residents to stand up, organize, and hold Garcetti accountable to his word.
Nothing will change without active and engaged
residents with bold demands.
In addition to the mayoral election, residents of
three City Council districts elected new councilmembers. In District 1, longtime member of the
California state legislature Gil Cedillo defeated
Jose Gardea. State Senator Curren Price defeated
Ana Cubas for the 9th District seat. In District 13,
Mitch O’Farrell, a former field deputy to Garcetti,
defeated John Choi. In an earlier primary in
March, Mike Bonin won the seat vacated by Bill
Rosendahl in District 11, Bob Blumenfeld became
the new District 3 Councilmember and Felipe
Fuentes won the 7th District seat. There is one
seat left to fill in District 6, in which Cindy Montanez will face Nury Martinez in a runoff vote on
July 23. In other words, there will be a lot of new
faces in Council by the end of summer!
In the race for the next City Attorney, Mike Feuer
mas a fondo nuestro pedido a terminar la íniciativa Safer Cities.
  
Durante la ultima ronda de su campaña, Garcetti
se enfocó en problemas basicos - como pavimento
de calles, apertura de parques - pero él prometió
que una de sus mas grandes prioridades será
crear mas empleos.  Sinembargo, en eventos a
traves de la ciudad, habló poco sobre la crisis de
viviendas de LA. Mientras hai razones para el
óptimismo con el nuevo Alcalde, no hai guarantía
que él tomará pasos significantes para eliminar la
crisis de viviendas en Downtown, Sud-Los Angeles, y otras partes.
Alcalde electo Garcetti,¿mantendrá usted sus
promesas de apoyar nuestro plan Compartir
Riquesas?¿Abanderará usted la causa de la gente
pobre y residentes sin hogar? Estas preguntas
son importante, pero mas importante es que los
residentes se paren, se organizen, y mantengan a
Garcetti digno de sú palabra. Nada cambiará sin
residentes activos y comprometidos con demandas audades.
Ademas de la elección del alcalde, residentes de
tres distritos han elegido nuevos consejales.  En el
Distrito 1, un miembro por largo tiempo de la legislatura estatal de California, Gil Cedillo derrotó
a José Gardea.  El Senador estatal Curren Price,
derrotó a Ana Cubas en el Distrito 9. En el Distrito 13, el anterior diputado de Garcetti, Mitch
O’Farrell, derrotó a John Choi.  Previamente en
la primaria en marzo, Mike Bonin gano el puesto
sedado por Bill Rosendahl en el Distrito 11; Bob
Blumenfeld es el nuevo consejal en el Distrito 3
y Félipe Fuentes ganó en el Distrito 7. Queda un
puesto en el Distrito 6 en cual Cindy Montañez
se enfrentará con Nury Martinez en la ronda final
el 23 de julió.  En otras palabras, habrán muchas
caras nuevas en el Consejo Municipal al fín de
verano.
En la carrera para el próximo Licenciado Mu-
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trounced incumbent Carmen Trutanich: 62% to
38%. In fact, Feuer carried all but one of the 15
council districts, losing only in Trutanich’s home
turf. Some have speculated that one of the reasons why he won was because he painted himself
as “Mr. Gun Control” while depicting Trutanich
as too close to the National Rifle Association and
other gun interests. Perhaps Trutanich also lost
because he has consistently and publicly attacked
free speech and politcal protest (see related article
on page 1).
Dennis Zine, a former LAPD officer and 3-term
City Councilmember, lost 44% to 56% to Ron
Galperin, a little-known westside attorney, in the
race for City Controller. They both promised to
root out abuse and waste in the city. Well, readers
of the Community Connection might remember
how back in 2010 Dennis Zine rooted on police
from his microphone in City Council Chambers
to brutalize elderly folks, children, and other residents when the Council caved to landlords in the
final minutes of the efforts to pass a temporary
rent freeze. Maybe this action was indicative of
the type of elected official that Zine is - the type of
elected official voters did not want in the Controller’s office.
The races are over, but the work has just begun.
Elected officials are only as good as their constituents make them. We can no longer allow
these powerful individuals to act on behalf of
big businesses and other folks who finance their
campaigns rather than on behalf of all of the
residents of Los Angeles. It’s on us to hold them
accountable and demand that they do more than
their predecessors to address the real issues that
are affecting the majority of folks in Los Angeles,
such as poverty, unemployment, and the lack of
affordable housing. We deserve more, y’all. Let’s
make it happen!
nicipal, Mike Feuer aplasto a la titulada Carmen
Trutanich:62% a 38%.  En efecto, Feuer se llevó
todos los 15 distritos excepto uno, el de la casa de
Trutanich. Algunos especulan que una de las razones porqué ganó fué que se pintó como el “Sr.
Control de Armas”, mientras representó a Trutanich como muy acercada a la Associación de
Rifles (NRA siglas en íngles) y otros interesados
en armas. Alomejor Trutanich tambíen perdió
porque el á atacado publicamente la libertad de
expreción y protestas políticas (vea al artículo en
la página 1).
Un anterior official de LAPD, Dennis Zine, y
Concejal por 3 terminos, perdió la carrera como
Contralor Municipal por 44% a 56% a Ron Galperin, un poco conocido abogado del oeste de
LA. Ambos prometieron extirpar abusos y desperdicie en la ciudad.  Bueno, lectores de Community Connection se acordarán como en el 2010
Dennis Zine saco la voz por la policía desde su
micrófono en la sala consistorial del Consejo para
brutalizar a personas de tercera edad, niños, y a
otros residentes cuando el Consejo se desplomó
ante los propietarios en los ultimos minutos de
los esfuerzos para aprobar un congelamiento
temporal de renta. Alomejor esta acción fué indicación de qué tipo de official elejido es Zine – el
tipo cual los votantes no querian como Contralor.
Las carreras terminaron. Pero el trabajo comiensa.  Los officiales elejidos son solo tán buenos
como los hagan sus constituyentes. Ya no podemos permitir que estos poderozos individuos
actuen a favor de grandes negociantes y otros
que financian sus campañas, en ves de a favor
de todos los residentes de Los Angeles. Resta en
nosotros mantenerlos responsables y exigir que
hagan mas que sus predecesores para dirigirse a
los verdaderos asuntos que afectan a la mayoría
de la gente en Los Angeles, tal como la pobreza,
el desempleo, y la falta de viviendas de alquiler
disponible.  Meresemos mas. ¡Hagamos que asi
sea!
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Continued from page 7

STOP KILLER COPS LAPD Officers Shoot
and Kill Another
Community Member
We must demand more from LAPD officers!
LA CAN encourages anyone with any information about this or other LAPD shootings
come forward and give their statements.
The investigation in Miller’s killing is active now and we need to make sure that the
officers involved are held accountable for
their actions. Anyone can come to the LA
CAN office to find out more or to arrange an
interview with LAPD investigators and the
Inspector General.
LA CAN is also in the process of planning
a town hall meeting with LAPD Chief Beck
and some representatives of the LA Police
Commission, where Skid Row residents can
address these and other pressing issues. The
Commissioners have committed, and we are
awaiting the commitment of the Chief.
CLOCKWISE FROM TOP:
The scene of the killing, where
LAPD opened fire on a crowded
corner on 5th and Wall St.; A
bullet hole in the Florence Hotel
just above the sidewalk suggesting that Williams was shot
while on the ground; A memorial
for community resident
Kenny Williams.

No longer will the actions of killer cops go
unchecked just because we’re poor people
of color. We have rights and we’re going to
make sure police officers respect them like
they respect the rights of rich folks, business
owners, and other New Downtowners.
ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE!
fas

Community Calendar
June 21

July 19 6pm Resident (ROC) Meeting at LA CAN
Aug 2 6pm Resident (ROC) Meeting at LA CAN

6pm Resident (ROC) Meeting at LA CAN

Civil Rights Committee Meetings - Every Monday at 1pm at LA CAN

9am LA Human Right to Housing Collective

June 22 Meeting (Meet at LA CAN at 8am)
July 4 & 5
July 9

Housing Committee Meetings - Every Monday at 10am at LA CAN
Downtown Women’s Action Coalition Meetings The Second Tuesday of every month at 3:30pm at LA CAN

LA CAN Offices Closed

Team Food and Garden Meetings First and Third Thursday of every month at 10:30 am at LA CAN

6pm Pueblo Del Rio Tenant Committee Meeting at
James Slauson Park Recreational Center

June / July 2013 Community Connection Team

Eric Ares
Deborah Burton
Becky Dennison
Steve Diaz
General Dogon
Aazim Muhammad

Thelmy Perez
Al Sabo
Tabia Salimu
Carolyn Shaugaard
Karl Scott
JoJo Smith

To contact LA CAN or find out more
about our work and how to support
us, write or visit us online:
530 S. Main Street, Ground Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90013
(213) 228-0024
www.cangress.org

WEBSITE
cangress.wordpress.org
BLOG
BECOME A
FAN OF LA CAN
SEND US A TWEET
@LACANetwork

Stop LAPD Spying
Lydia Trejo
Wesley Walker
Pete White
Carmen Vega

Interested in writing or contributing to the
Community Connection? Have a response to an
article or piece you’d like to share? Know of a
pressing community issue we should be covering?

Contact us at 213.228.0024 or drop by the
LA CAN offices, located at 530 S. Main St.

Editorial Policy:
The Community Connection is a street newspaper and a member of the North American
Street Newspaper Association and the International Network of Street Papers. The Los
Angeles Community Action Network (LA CAN) is a membership organization comprised
of low-income, homeless and formerly homeless residents living in Downtown and South
Los Angeles, and surrounding communities. LA CAN’s staff and core members write many
articles that appear in the Community Connection. These generally appear without a byline,
attributed to LA CAN as a collective.
Articles by contributors who are not LA CAN core members and/or personal
opinion/experience articles receive a byline. These articles do not necessarily represent the
views, opinions and perspectives of the Los Angeles Community Action Network.
All articles and artwork may be reproduced with permission only;
please contact Pete White @ (213) 228-0024 or petew@cangress.org.
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NOT GUILT Y!
Jury Finds LA CAN Organizer Deborah
Burton Innocent of Trumped Up Charges

Mai Lee,

Director of
Public Affairs
Midnight Mission

Estela Lopez,

Executive Director
Central City
East Association

Lt. Shannon
Paulson,
LAPD

Longtime Skid Row Resident
and LA CAN Organizer Found
Not Guilty on All Eight Charges
of Assault and Battery against
the Central City East
Association’s Estela Lopez and
Midnight Mission’s Mai Lee

This case goes back to March of 2011 when
LA CAN and numerous other community
partners began to protest the supposed
“public safety walk” organized primarily by the CCEA and heavily supported
and attended by the Los Angeles Police
Department, especially then Officer-InCharge of the Safer Cities Initiative, Lieutenant Shannon Paulson.

written with contribution from becky dennison, gerardo gomez, and david wagner

LA CAN and others legally protested this
walk because it was designed to promote
the need for continued Safer Cities policing, placed blame on homeless and poor
residents as “problems” for the business
community, and didn’t include any Skid
Row residents in planning or leadership.
Mostly business representatives, police
and media – with a handful of service providers at times and one or two residents
occasionally – marched through the Skid
Row community and made their case for
more police. CCEA had every right to organize this Walk, and LA CAN and partners had every right to legally protest it.

On July 11, 2013, Deborah Burton was found
not guilty on eight charges of assault and
battery against Estela Lopez of the Central
City East Association and Mai Lee of the
Midnight Mission. Estela Lopez claimed that
her right ear had been injured by Ms. Burton
and both claimed that Deborah assaulted
them. The weapon? A toy air horn used at a
legal protest, at which no one was arrested.

Page 5

u.s. supreme court
rejects city's
appeal on property injunction

Page 8

opinions on the
murder of
trayvon martin and the
george zimmerman trial

Page 12

community
organizes to
support california prison
hunger strikers

However, that’s not how LAPD and CCEA
saw it. Emails between the police and the
CCEA revealed considerable planning to
find leaders and organizers of LA CAN to
charge with criminal offenses. Immediately after the protests began, the CCEA and
LAPD began coordinating and strategizing on ways to stop LA CAN’s opposition
to the walk. The quotes below, from dozens of emails between Lt. Paulson, Estela

Lopez and other CCEA staff, began to
shine light on just how CCEA and LAPD
were working together to criminalize first
amendment rights and lobbying the City
Attorney for support.
In one email in April 2011, CCEA’s Estela
Lopez assures her colleagues that the City
Attorney informed her that “they would
explore all legal options to protect us and
allow us to conduct our walk without
interference from LA CAN.” In another
email sent on June 1, 2011 -- the evening
of the purported assault -- Estela confirms
they were able to complete their walk “as
planned” and never mentions being assaulted or injured by Ms. Burton or anyone else from LA CAN. In a July 2011
email from LAPD’s Lieutenant Paulson,
she tells the City Attorney that she needs
information about the filing and documentation of cases related to the public
safety walk because, “This is going to be
an ongoing problem until it gets too costly
for them.”
After months of LAPD and CCEA strategizing, lobbying the City Attorney, and
emailing back and forth about how to
criminalize the protests, the City Attorney
finally complied. In August 2012, Deborah
Burton received a letter in the mail stating
she was being charged with assault with
a deadly weapon for her actions on
June 1, 2011.

Sugge ste d Mi ni m um Donat ion $1

Continued on page 6
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La Vivienda En Vela

WRITTEN BY Steve diaz

escrito por Steve diaz | traducido por carmen vega

Alexandria Hotel

Hótel Alexandria

The Alexandria Hotel has been a place of both conflict and
community organizing since 2005 - when the building was targeted
by Amerland Corporation for “redevelopment” as affordable
housing, but at “affordable” levels twice as high as most of the
tenants living there. It was clear from the outset that the new owners
were not trying to rent to long-term Skid Row residents but were
rather trying to cash-in on the gentrification occurring Downtown.
For the next five years tenants organized to preserve rent levels in
the building and to stop illegal evictions and discrimination against
low-income seniors and people of color. After winning many,
but not all, initial battles tenants continued to organize to stop the
increase in bed bug infestation and nuisance activities, such as loud
parties allowed by the ownership. Alexandria tenants have therefore
been extremely active in protecting and improving their housing
units and conditions.

El Hotel Alexandria ha sido a la vez un lugar de conflicto y organización
communitaria desde el 2005 – cuando el edifició se fijó por la Corporación
Amerlan para “re-desarollo” como viviendas de alquiler disponible, pero a
nivel “disponible” al doble mas alto de lo que la mayoria de sus inquilinos
disponian.

Since January, rumors have been floating around the Alexandria
about a potential new owner taking over the building – mainly
due to mismanagement of the property that has led to probable
foreclosure. According to a document sent from the Los Angeles
Housing Department to the Los Angeles City Council, “Alexandria
Housing Partners, L.P. is currently in default of a $26.9 million
construction loan held by East/West Bank.” The document goes on
to say that if the loan is “not paid, East/West Bank has claimed that
it will exercise its right to foreclose on the property, or sell the note
to a third party who would then foreclose.”
There is a responsible owner interested in purchasing the property
and the City allocated funding to help facilitate the sale and
necessary health and safety upgrades in the building. Tenants of the
Alexandria have already begun to have organizing meetings around
the possible change in ownership, but as of the time of printing, no
final sale or commitments to tenants have occurred. If you would
like to participate in these discussions please attend LA CAN’s
Housing Committee every Monday morning at 10:30am.
Baltimore Hotel
The last issue of the Community Connection reported that Baltimore
Hotel tenants – who are experiencing many concerns due to the
ongoing construction in the building – could file complaints with
the City. In direct response to complaints received since then, the
LA Housing Department came out to inspect the building. Their
initial determination was that construction was only occurring in
the vacant units, which meant that there was no impact on tenants
and therefore no need for a Tenant Habitability Plan (THP). A THP
is a document required by City law when major systems (electricity,
plumbing, walls, etc.) are being renovated that informs tenants on
the type of construction occurring, when it will be occurring, how
long the work will take, and any relocation processes for current
tenants.
However, tenants are challenging this initial determination. It
often takes tenants coming together, continuing to document the
construction work, and explaining to City officials exactly what is
happening. One easy method for documenting is for tenants to keep
a journal of what they see or hear. Tenants should also continue
to file complaints if the construction work negatively impacts you
or ESPECIALLY if you are asked to relocate. You do NOT have to
move unless a THP is issued to you AND approved by the City.
The work that the owners seem to have planned is legal and could
help all tenants by upgrading the units and including kitchenettes
and bathrooms. But it’s not legal to do this work without following
specific procedures and protecting tenants’ health through the THP
process.
It is important for tenants to work together and build people power.
This happens by tenants coming together to identify negative issues
and commit to each other to take action. The City often does not act
quickly to hold landlords accountable to all laws and regulations
without tenants continuing to raise concerns. Contact Steve to join
the Baltimore tenant committee or with any tenant questions or
concerns.

De inicio fué claro que los nuevos dueños no trataban de alquilarle a los
residentes de largo tiempo de Skid Row, pero que trataban de beneficiarse
del cambio ‘gentrificante’ que ocurria en Downtown. En los ultimos cinco
años los inquilinos se organizaron para preservar el nivel de renta en el
edificio y prevenir las evicciónes ilegales, la descriminación hacia personas
de tercera edad de bajo ingreso y personas de color. Despues de ganar
muchas, pero no todas las batallas iniciales, los inquilinos continuan
organizando para parar la infestación de chinchas y garrapatas y molestias
tal como fiestas alborotosas permitido por los dueños. Los inquilinos del
Alexandria han sido extremadamente activos en proteger y mejorar las
condiciones de sus unidades de vivienda.
Desde enero, flotan rumores en el Alexandria de pocibles nuevos dueños
– mayormente por la mala administración de la propiedad que ha dado
raíz a un probable ejecuto hipotecario. De acuerdo a un documento
enviado por el Departamento de Viviendas de Los Angeles a el Consejo
de La Ciudad de Los Angeles, los “Alexandria Housing Partners, L.P”
actualmente impagaron la suma de $26.9 millones en prestamos de
construcción a el Banco East/West.” El documento declara que “si el
préstamo no se paga, el Banco East/West ejercera su derecho al ejecuto
hipotecario en la propiedad o vendera el titulo a un tercer partido quien
luego sometera ejecuto hipotecario.
Hay un dueño responsable interesado en comprar la propiedad y la
Ciudad alojó fondos para facilitar la venta y los requeridos reparos en
seguridad y salud necesarias en el edificio. Los inquilinos del Alexandria
ya han comenzado reuniones para organizarse en el dado caso que
cambien los dueños. Pero en hora de prensa, todavia no se finaliza la
venta y no han ocurrido compromisos con los inquilinos. Si usted desea
participar en estas platicas porfavor assista al Comité de Vivienda de LA
CAN todos los lunez a las 10:30 am
Hótel Baltimore
En la ultima eidición de Community Connection informó como los
inquilinos del Hótel Baltimore – quienes tenian varias preocupaciones
debido a la continua construcción en el edificio – pueden someter quejas
con la Ciudad. En respuesta directa a las quejas recividas desde ese
entonces, el Departamento de Vivienda de LA, salió a inspeccionar a
el edificio. Al inicio se determinó que la construcción ocurrio solo en
unidades vacias, que significa que no impactó a los inquilinos y por lo
tanto no habia necesidad de un Plan de Habitabilidad (siglas en ingles
THP) de los inquilinos . El THP es un documento requirido por ley
Municipal cuando hay renovaciones en systemas mayores (electricidad,
tuberia, paredes, etc.,) que le informa a los inquilinos sobre el tipo de
construccion que ocurre, cuando ocurira, cuanto tiempo tomará el trabajo,
y qualquier proceso para realojar a los inquilinos actuales.
Sin embargo, los inquilinos retan esta determinación inicial. Muchas
veces se necesita que los inquilinos se reunan, que documenten el trabajo
de construcción, y que le expliquen a officiales Municipales exactamente
lo que esta occuriendo. Un metodo fácil para documentar es que los
inquilinos mantengan un diario sobre lo que ven y lo que escuchan. El
inquilino tambien debe archivar quejas si la construcción le impacta
negativamente ESPECIALMENTE si se le pide realojamiento. Usted no
tiene que mover a menos que un THP se emite a usted y aprobada por el
Ayuntamiento.
El trabajo que los dueños planean puede que sea legal y puede ayudar
a los inquilinos mejorando las unidades para que incluyan cocinitas,
y baños. Pero no es legal hacer el trabajo sin seguir procedimientos
especificos y sin proteger la salud de los inquilinos segun el processo THP.
Es importante que los inquilinos trabajen reunidos creando una fuerza
pública. Esto ocurre cuando los inquilinos se reunen para identificar
asuntos negativos y si se compromente uno al otro a tomar acción.
Muchas veces la Ciudad no actua rapidamente a considerar los dueños
responsables a todas las leyes y regulaciones sin que los inquilinos sigan
sucitando lo que les incumbe. Comuniquese con Steve para reunirse al
comite de inquilinos del Baltimore o si tiene qualquier pregunta o asunto
de inquilinos.
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HUMAN RIGHT TO HOUSING COLLECTIVE (en español en la página 4)

Housing Authority
City of Los Angeles Set
to Approve 2014 Plans
WRITTEN by deborah burton

Every spring, the Housing Authority of
the City of Los Angeles (HACLA) publishes an Agency Plan for the upcoming
year. The plan impacts all public housing
and Section 8 tenants and developments in
the City. In recent years, the Los Angeles
Human Right to Housing Collective has
been organizing public housing and Section 8 residents to participate in this public process.
The goals are to preserve all affordable
housing for low-income families citywide,
especially preserving public housing
AS public housing, to strengthen tenant
rights, and to ensure HACLA policies reflect and promote community stabilization
and health. Participating in the Annual
Agency Plan process is crucial to this end.
Over the past couple of months, Housing

Housing Collective
Seeks Leadership on
“Rent Control” Reform
WRITTEN by thelmy perez

“The preservation of affordable rent controlled housing should be top priority
for the new council!” expressed Maria, of
Boyle Heights, during a monthly meeting
of the Collective’s Rent Control Committee
(or “RSO” Committee for “Rent Stabilization Ordinance,” the formal name for the
City’s rent control law) which is composed
of residents from across the City living in
rent controlled housing. The committee has
been in the process of strategizing and rebuilding since the 2010 city hall beat down
by LAPD’s Central Division after the City
Council (then led by Eric Garcetti) buckled
under the landlord lobby’s pressure and
failed to pass a meager 4 month ban on rent
increases supported by the Collective.
The RSO committee feels that it is unacceptable that the council has consistently failed
to address the housing crisis when there are
tools, like the RSO, that with a little tweaking can go a long way to preserve existing
affordable housing. “It’s even more unacceptable that human rights defenders would
be forcefully silenced and arrested, for
challenging the City Council to address the
housing crisis” said Steve Diaz, remembering the forceful removal of dozens of tenants
from the council chambers three years ago.
Since then, rents have continued to rise,
forcing many low income tenants out of the
City or into homelessness.
Although the previous composition of
councilmembers was not willing to consider
the preservation of affordable rent controlled housing as a necessary strategy in
addressing the housing and homelessness
crisis, the Collective is hopeful that the new

Collective members have created a list of
demands that they would like to see addressed in this year’s plan, including:
Appropriate Use and Prioritization of
Capital Funds. Capital funds are a crucial means of preserving public housing
for the long-term and we want to be able
to more clearly understand what is being
funded, what is not, and why.
No Increases Flat Rents. We oppose rent
increases for those playing flat rents, as
the economy continues to struggle and the
burden on tenants far outweighs the financial gain to HACLA.
Preserve all Housing and Protect all Tenants in Jordan Downs. In the most recent
plans presented on the “redevelopment”
of Jordan Downs, hundreds of units will
be lost for extremely low and very low
income families (the large majority of the
700 families living in Jordan Downs now).
The Collective demands 1-for-1 replacement of all public housing units, as public
housing and not Section 8, be committed
to in the Agency Plan, as well as guarantees that no current tenants will be forccouncil will take leadership on this issue.
“It’s a crucial time to raise this issue and our
demands,” expressed Jesse, a Downtown
tenant. “It’s important to let them know
that we expect them to lead on housing issues,” chimed Becky Dennison of LA CAN,
a Housing Collective anchor organization.
On April 27th, the RSO Committee voted on
pushing for three significant amendments to
the Rent Stabilization Ordinance which they
believe will go a long way towards preserving RSO housing.
On August 6th, collective members began
meeting with the new councilmembers to
present the following demands:
1. Adopt and enforce the following definition of high standards for quality repairs, so
as to end the “Mickey Mouse” repairs that
have led to detrimental health and safety
impacts on tenants and the deterioration
and elimination of affordable RSO housing:
a. PROFESSIONAL: Maintenance and repairs must be performed by licensed and/or
certified professionals.
b. TIMELY: Landlords and/or their employees must address legitimate maintenance requests in a timely manner and
emergency requests must be addressed
immediately.
c. DURABILITY: Repairs must not be purely
cosmetic but must solve and prevent problems for the long term.
d. CONSISTENCY: General maintenance
must be conducted on a regular basis and
not only when emergencies occur. Regular
maintenance will address and isolate small
or potential problems before they become
larger, potentially hazardous problems.
e. INVESTMENT: Landlords must regularly
invest in the maintenance of their properties. These costs must not be passed on to
3

ibly displaced (which can’t happen with
hundreds of lost units).
Prevent Evictions of Section 8 Tenants.
This year’s Agency Plan creates a new
means of evicting tenants for ANY ACT
that affects the “integrity” of the Section 8
program. This is much too big of a loophole and will increase evictions and loss of
Section 8 benefits. If there is a real problem with integrity, HACLA must define
it and prevent it, not create gigantic windows for evictions.
The Housing Authority will taking public testimony on its Draft Agency Plan at
a public meeting on Thursday, August
15, 2013 at 5:00 p.m. a St. Anne’s Church,
located at 155 North Occidental Blvd. Los
Angeles, CA. All Public Housing and
Section 8 Tenants are strongly encouraged
to attend to protect and strengthen their
rights!
If you would like to attend or find out more
about the Plan and the Collective’s demands,
contact Steve or Deborah at 213.228.0024.

tenants except as the allowable annual rent
increase under the RSO.
f. QUALITY CONTROL: Housing & Community Investment Department code enforcement division will ensure the quality of
repairs and maintenance. The department
will also ensure that all tenants living under
the RSO have access to understanding their
right to quality repairs and maintenance by:
f.i. Creating and funding a community
inspectors program that trains residents on
the inspection process and to monitor code
enforcement inspections for quality control.
f.ii. Establishing language access for nonEnglish speaking tenants through hiring
multi-lingual inspectors and/or interpreters
and/or community inspectors.
g. CONSEQUENCES: Consequences such
as fines and/or consideration for the REAP
program must be established for landlords
who do not adhere to the preceding definitions for quality repairs and maintenance.
2. Eliminate the current 3% minimum rent
increase. Right now, landlords can increase
rents 3% each year no matter the state of the
economy. The rent increase should be tied
directly to the Consumer Price Index (CPI)
so that there are no rent increases or smaller
rent increases in bad economic times, like
the past 4 or 5 years.
3. Eliminate the additional 2% utility allowance. The City commissioned a study that
showed that this additional 2% rent increase
was a windfall for landlords. Tenants who
don’t pay individual utilities should not be
penalized by this additional, unfair yearly
increase.
If you are interested in joining the campaign to
preserve rent controlled housing, please contact
the Collective at 818-835-1091 or
lahumanrighttohousing@gmail.com
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LA COLECTIVA POR EL DERECHO HUMANO A LA VIVIENDA

Autoridad de viviendas de
la ciudad de Los Angeles
apresta a aprobar los planes
de 2014
escrito por deborah burton
Traducido por carmen vega

En cada primavera, la Autoridad de Viviendas
de La Ciudad De Los Angeles (siglas en ingles:
HACLA) publica el Plan de Agencia para el año
entrante. El plan impacta todas las viviendas,
desarollos é inquilinos de Sección 8 en la ciudad. Recientement, el Colectivo de Los Angeles
para el Derecho Humano de Vivienda á estado organizando los inquilinos de viviendas
públicas y Sección 8 para que participen en este
proceso público. Las metas son: preservar toda
vivienda de alquileres permitibles para familias
de bajo ingreso por toda la ciudad, especialmente preservar viviendas públicas Como
viviendas públicas, reafirmar los derechos
de inquilinos, y asegurar que las pólizas de
HACLA reflejen y promuevan la estabilidad
y salud de la communidad. La participación
en este proceso del Plan Annual de la Agencia

La colectiva por la
vivienda busca liderazgo
para la preservacion de
vivienda
escrito por thelmy perez

“La preservación de las viviendas económicas
con rentas controladas debe ser la máxima prioridad para el nuevo consejo” expresó María,
de Boyle Heights, en una reunión mensual del
Comité de Control de Rentas de la Colectiva
(o Comité “RSO” por sus siglas en ingles) que
se forma por residentes de toda la ciudad que
viven en viviendas de rentas controladas. El
comité ha estado en el proceso de formulación
de estrategias y reconstrucción desde el cuando ubo un altercado en el ayuntamiento con la
Policía de la División Central después de que
el Consejo de la Ciudad (entonces dirigido por
Eric Garcetti) cedió ante la presión del lobby
de dueños y no aprobó un moratorio sobre
los aumentos de rentas de solamente 4 meses
apoyado por la Colectiva.
El comité RSO considera que es inaceptable
que el consejo haya fallado en abordar la crisis
de vivienda cuando existen herramientas,
como la ordenanza de control de rentas, que
con un poco de ajuste se puede lograr mucho
para preservar las viviendas económicas
existentes. “Es aún más inaceptable que los
defensores de los derechos humanos sean
silenciados a la fuerza y arrestados por exijirle
al Consejo a hacerle frente a la crisis de vivienda”, dijo Steve Díaz, recordando el desalojo
forzoso de decenas de inquilinos de la cámara
del consejo hace tres años. Desde entonces, las
rentas han seguido aumentando, forzando a
muchos inquilinos de bajos ingresos fuera de
la ciudad o a la calle.
Aunque la composición anterior de concejales
no estaba dispuesta a considerar la preservación de la vivienda económica de control
de rentas como una estrategia necesaria para
hacer frente a la crisis de vivienda y de la falta
de vivienda, La Colectiva tiene la esperanza de
que el nuevo Consejo tomara el liderazgo en
este tema. “Es un momento crucial para plan-

es imprescindible para este resultado. Dentro
de los ultimos par de meses, los miembros del
Colectivo de Viviendas han creado una lista de
pedidos cuales quieren ver dirijidos en el plan
de este año y incluyen:
Uso Apropiado Y Priorizitación de Fondos
Capital. Los fondos capital son un medio crucial de preservar la vivienda pública de largo
tiempo y queremos poder entender mas claramente que es lo que se esta fundando, que no, y
porqué.
No Suban Alquileres Fijos. Nos oponemos
a aumentos de renta para aquellos que pagan
alquileres fijos, mientras la economía continua
fluctuando y la carga para el inquilino sobrepasa el beneficio económico para HACLA.
Preservar toda Vivienda y Protejer todo
Inquilino en Jordan Downs. En el plan mas
reciente presentado sobre el “re-desarollo”
de Jordan Downs, cientos de unidades para
familias de bajo y extremadamente bajo ingreso
se perderán (la gran mayoría de las 700 familias
que ahora viven en Jordan Downs). El Colectivo pide el reemplazo 1 por 1 de las unidades de
vivienda pública, como vivienda pública y no

Sección 8, que se cometa a el Plan de Agencia,
igual que garantiazar que no forzarán el desalojo de los inquilinos actuales (cual no puede
suceder con cientas de unidades perdidas).
Prevenir Evicción de Inquilinos de Sección
8. El Plan de Agencia de este año crea nuevos
modos de evicción de inquilinos por Qualquier
Acto que afecte la “integridad” del programa
de Sección 8. Este es un ‘hueco’ demasiado amplio y aumentará los desalojos y la pérdida de
los beneficios de Sección 8. Si hay un problema
veridico con la integridad, HACLA tiene que
definirlo y prevenirlo, enves de crear cabidas
gigantes para evicción.
La Autoridad de Vivienda tomará testimonio
público sobre el Borador del Plan de Agencia en
una reunion pública el jueves 15 de agosto, 2013
a las 5:00 pm en St Anne’s Church, localizada
en 155 Norte Occidental Blvd. Los Angeles, CA.
! Todos los residentes de Vivienda Pública y
Sección 8 se les urge que asistan para proteger
y fortalecer sus derechos! Si desea asistir o para
mas información sobre el Plan y lo que exige el
Colectivo, contactese con Steve or Deborah al
213.228.0024.

tear esta cuestión y nuestras demandas”, dijó
Jesse, un inquilino del Centro. “Es importante
que sepan que tenemos la expectativa de que
tomen liderazgo en el tema de vivienda”, intervino Becky Dennison de LA CAN, una organización ancla de La Colectiva. El 27 de abril,
el Comité RSO voto a empujar tres enmiendas
significativas a la Ordenanza de Estabilización
de Renta, que ellos creen que podrá empujar
la preservación de la vivienda RSO. El 6 de
agosto, los miembros del comité comenzaron a
reunirse con los nuevos concejales para presentar las siguientes demandas:

Vivienda y de Inversiones en la Comunidad
garantizará la calidad de las reparaciones y
el mantenimiento. El departamento también
se asegurará de que todos los inquilinos que
viven bajo Control de Rentas tengan acceso a
la comprensión de su derecho a reparaciones y
mantenimiento de calidad a través de:

1. Adoptar y aplicar la siguiente definición
de estándares altos para reparaciones de
calidad, con el fin de acabar con las reparaciones “Mickey Mouse” que han afectado la
seguridad y salud de muchos inquilinos y han
resultado en el deterioro y la eliminación de
viviendas económicas de control de rentas:

f.ii. Establecer el acceso al idioma para los
inquilinos que no hablan inglés a través de la
contratación de inspectores que conocen varios
idiomas y/o intérpretes y/o inspectores de la
comunidad.

a. PROFESIONAL: Mantenimiento y reparación debe ser realizado por profesionales con
licencia y / o certificado.
b. Puntualidad: Los propietarios y / o sus empleados deben atender las solicitudes de mantenimiento legítimas de una manera puntual.
Las solicitudes de emergencia debe abordarse
de inmediato.
c. DURABILIDAD: Las reparaciones no deben
ser puramente estéticas, sino que deben resolver y prevenir problemas a largo plazo.
d. CONSISTENCIA: El mantenimiento general
debe llevarse a cabo de forma regular y no
sólo cuando se producen situaciones de emergencia. El mantenimiento regular abordará y
aislará a los pequeños o potenciales problemas
antes de que se conviertan en problemas mayores y potencialmente peligrosos.
e. INVERSIÓN: Los propietarios deben invertir regularmente en el mantenimiento de sus
propiedades. Estos costos no deben ser pasados a los inquilinos, salvo que sea permitido
como aumento de renta anual bajo la Ordenanza de Estabilización de Rentas.
f. CONTROL DE CALIDAD: La división de
aplicación del código del Departamento de
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f.i. La creación y financiación de un programa
de inspectores comunitarios que capacitara a
los residentes en el proceso de inspección y las
inspecciones y a monitorear la aplicación del
código para controlar la calidad.

g. Consecuencias: Las consecuencias tales
como multas y /o la consideración para el programa REAP debe establecerse para los propietarios que no cumplan con las definiciones
anteriores para reparaciones y mantenimiento
de calidad.
2. Eliminar el aumento mínimo anual de rentas
de 3%. En este momento, los propietarios pueden aumentar las rentas del 3% cada año sin
importar el estado de la economía. El aumento
del alquiler debe ser atado directamente con
el Índice de Precios al Consumidor (IPC) - de
modo que no hay aumentos de alquiler o
pequeños aumentos de alquiler en los malos
tiempos económicos, como los últimos 4 o 5
años.
3. Eliminar el aumento adicional de 2% por
los servicios de luz y gas. El Ayuntamiento
encargó un estudio que mostró que el aumento
adicional de alquiler 2% fue una ganancia inesperada para los propietarios. Los inquilinos
que no pagan utilidades individuales no deben
ser penalizados por este incremento anual
adicional injusto.
Si usted está interesado en unirse a la campaña
para la preservación de las viviendas de control
de rentas, por favor póngase en contacto con La Colectiva al 818-835-1091 o lahumanrighttohousing@
gmail.com
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Supreme Court Rejects
Considering Appeal of
“Lavan” Injunction
Protecting Property
Rights and Federal Court
Rejects Request to Modify

that the alternate proposed modification is
appropriate. Further, Defendant (City) has
submitted no evidence of a problem with
individuals failing to move their property
during a noticed cleaning operation.”

written karl scott and deshonay dozier

1. Seizing property in Skid Row absent an
objectively reasonable belief that it is abandoned, presents an immediate threat to public
health or safety, or is evidence of a crime, or
contraband; and

For more than two years the City of Los Angeles has been appealing a June 2011 federal
court injunction that stops them from illegally
confiscating and destroying the property of
homeless individuals. Most recently, the City
took their fight to the U.S. Supreme Court,
who in June - without commenting - refused
to hear or consider the lower court ban on
seizing and destroying private property.
The Supreme Court’s communication followed a June 17th decision by U.S. District
Judge Gutierrez to deny the City’s application to modify the preliminary injunction he
issued in 2011. Among many findings in his
ruling, the denial stated: “However, as the
City has not shown a change in law or fact
that would warrant modifying the language
of the injunction, the Court is not persuaded

CCEA’s “Red Shirts”
Pick Up Where LAPD
Left Off in Confiscating
People’s Property
Skid Row Residents Take their
Fight against Illegal Activities to
the Los Angeles Homeless
Services Authority
written by general dogon

For decades the Los Angeles Police Department and the City of Los Angeles have
confiscated homeless folks property on Skid
Row. However, since 2011 – due to the organizing of Skid Row residents – a Federal Injunction against the City of Los Angeles and
its agents has protected the personal property of homeless individuals. This means that
the City is forbidden from taking unattended
personal property on Skid Row. (See related
article above.)
However, since the injunction was issued
and LAPD changed their practices, the
Central City East Association, a Business
Improvement District (BID), has been under
some delusion that they are exempt from
following federal law. The Central City
East Association’s (CCEA) security guards
(often called “Red Shirts”) have been taking property from homeless folks – often
times leaving a notice that says, “Unattended
Property Receipt.” Private citizens removing
the property of other private citizens from a
public space is theft, and there are both civil
and criminal penalties for theft.
To protect against the Red Shirts’ ongoing
theft of personal property, LA CAN’s Civil
Rights Committee created orange plaques
that homeless folks tie onto their carts that
read: “PRIVATE PROPERTY – NOT ABAN-
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The preliminary injunction is very clear in
protecting people’s property rights and protecting against health and safety issues. The
injunction orders only two basic things:

2. Absent an immediate threat to public
health or safety, destruction of said seized
property without maintaining it in a secure
location for a period of less than 90 days.
Clearly, the City can and should abide by the
court’s directives, as well as continue with
regular street cleaning efforts to avoid the
health and safety problems they claim are
“caused” by the injunction.
After several attempts at different types of
appeals have failed, LA CAN hoped the City
would move on to focus on housing and
public health solutions and stop the wasteful and mean-spirited attempts to assert that
DONED.” Homeless folks place them on
their carts when they have to temporarily
leave their property to go eat, use the restroom or shower, etc. Despite these signs
clearly visible on people’s property, Red
Shirts continue to take it. Again, this is theft.
Yet when residents have attempted to file
police reports, they’ve been denied.
To stop this, LA CAN has taken the fight to
the Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority (LAHSA). CCEA receives funding from
LAHSA to operate the storage facility on 7th
Street. The storage program and facility are
supposed to be for much needed voluntary
storage space. There is no authorization to
use the facility to store stolen goods. Beginning in June, LA CAN members have been
attending LAHSA Commission meetings to
testify and let the Commissioners know that
the money they are giving CCEA – money
that is supposed to be helping homeless individuals – is also supporting the illegal confiscation of homeless people’s property.
At the June 20th LAHSA Commission meeting, LA CAN gave comments on the CCEA
practice of confiscation and provided two
videos showing the CCEA attempting to
take, taking, and digging through closed
bags of people’s property. One of the videos
showed the CCEA Security Team attempt
to bolt-cut a lock and chain from a Hippie
Kitchen shopping cart chained to a pole
on a public sidewalk, and evidence from
later in the day that they did in fact take
this property (http://cangress.wordpress.
com/2013/05/01/ccea-illegally-using-boltcutters-to-steal-skid-row-resident-property/). After hearing the testimony the Commissioners wanted to know more about the
CCEA contract agreement so they requested
that the item be heard at the next Finance,
Contracts and Grants Committee.
At the July 18th Committee meeting, Estela
Lopez, CCEA’s Executive Director, gave a
presentation that included her admission
that CCEA security guards do in fact remove
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homeless people simply don’t have the same
constitutional rights as those who are housed.
Yet, the new City Attorney, Mike Feuer, has
continued these unsuccessful efforts and has
again filed a notice of intent to appeal - to
challenge Judge Gutierrez’s denial of the
City’s request to modify the injunction.
The latest appeal was filed around the time
the LA County Department of Public Health
issued a second report about pressing public health issues in Skid Row that the City
has the ability to fix, including regular street
cleaning, provision of sufficient trash cans
and trash collection, and provision of sufficient and clean public restrooms. These are
issues that LA CAN members highlighted last
spring in the participatory research project,
The Dirty Divide (http://cangress.org/wpcontent/uploads/2012/11/Dirty-DivideComplete-April-2013.pdf).
The City should focus its efforts on solving
homelessness and public health problems, not
continuing to look for ways to violate homeless people’s rights – the courts aren’t buying
it, the LA Times editorial board has called for
them to stop, and the community has called
for them to redirect resources over and over.
The time is now.

private property from public spaces. Ms.
Lopez stated that her group had been abiding by the “spirit” of the federal injunction,
but that it did not apply to them. However,
the “spirit” of the injunction, and accordingly
federal law, does not allow for the seizure of
unattended property without due process!
Earlier in the meeting, LA CAN’s Pete White
pointed out aspects of the LAHSA/CCEA
contract that explicitly require them to follow
federal laws. He also reiterated LA CAN’s
demand that LAHSA take action to ensure
that all parties that receive their funding are
following the law and respecting the rights of
homeless people.
Clearly not satisfied with the presentation by
Lopez and LAHSA staff, the Commissioners
instructed staff to continue this item to the
next meeting, which will be on Thursday,
August 15th at 2:00 PM. LA CAN will most
definitely be there and will pursue all avenues to ensure that people’s property rights
are protected by ANYONE’s illegal seizure
or confiscation once and for all.
HOW TO GET INVOLVED:
- Come speak out at the next LASHA Commission Meeting .
- Stand up on the block! We need to be each
other’s keeper and watch out for each other’s
property.
- Come to LA CAN on Wednesday at 3pm
for Know Your Rights Training to learn what
your property rights are and what private security guards and LAPD can and cannot do.
- If the Red Shirts take your property, it’s
theft! Go to Central Division and file a police
report against them.
- Join LA CAN’s Civil Right Committee,
which meets every Monday at 1:00 PM.
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The case against Deborah
Burton, an African American organizer from Los
Angeles Community Action Network (LACAN),
was based on a continuing vendetta by the LAPD
against the leadership of
this activist organization
based in Skid Row Los
Angeles. For many years
LA CAN has had the
nerve to stand up against
a veritable police occupation of their neighborhood
under the so-called Safer
Cities Initiative whose
answers to poverty and
homelessness are massive arrests of poor people
for jaywalking, flicking
cigarette ashes, and other
minor crimes.
LA CAN has challenged
the City’s policies toward
inner city Los Angeles
which seems to have the
sole intent of benefitting
the accelerating gentrification of the area.
- David Wagner, Ph.D,
Professor of social work
and sociology who works
with LA CAN

Continued from page 1

WE ARE ALL

NOT GUILTY!
Deborah later found out that she was being charged with three
counts of assault and/or battery, within the assault with a deadly
weapon code section, for blowing a toy horn at the Safety Walk
protest and allegedly hurting the ears of Ms. Lopez, an affluent
leader of the business community. Ms. Burton, a widely respected
community organizer and active Skid Row resident, for almost a
year had to endure the stress and mental challenges of being accused and standing trial for something that she did not do.
The trial shed additional light on the lengths LAPD and CCEA
went to in order to get these charges filed and ensure Deputy City
Attorney Brad Rothenberg would prosecute. Deborah’s defense
attorney, John Raphling, was able to utilize additional quotes from
emails in his cross examination of Ms. Lopez and LAPD’s Shannon Paulson and in his closing argument. For example, in an email
from Paulson to Jack Keyser of the CCEA, she states, “I’m bound
and determined to stack the deck as far in our favor as possible as
I’d like to see filings on anyone we do arrest.” Paulson later emails
both Mr. Keyser and Ms. Lopez to request, “…let me know if you
know a friendly war doctor who would render a professional
opinion on the record.” She testified that there was a typo in that
email, and that she was actually looking for a friendly EAR doctor.
In the same email, she tells them (including the alleged victim Ms.
Lopez), that she’s “…not sure who to make the victims as of yet.”
Mai Lee’s sworn testimony matched video evidence and directly

contradicted both Paulson’s testimony under oath and her police
report about the incident. In the police report, Paulson states that
she witnessed Deborah Burton blow the toy horn approximately 6
inches from Mai Lee’s right ear. In her testimony, Paulson gave a
demonstration of her claim that Deborah Burton snuck up on Ms.
Lee, out of sight of the numerous video cameras, and blew the horn
in her ear. Yet Ms. Lee testified that she didn’t see Deborah blow
the horn, and saw her at least 8 feet away right after the horn blew.
Ms. Lopez’s testimony also raised questions about the purported
facts of the case. Interestingly, she testified both that her hearing
was almost back to 100% AND that she needed a hearing aid. She
showed the jury this hearing aid that she said had been prescribed
a few months earlier. About 2 and a half weeks after she testified,
Estela Lopez attended a LAHSA Commission meeting in which
she gave testimony, answered questions from Commissioners, and
conversed with several people in a crowded room. She did not,
however, wear a hearing aid in her right ear.
The City Attorney refused several attempts by community organizations to drop these ridiculous chargers. Although the facts of this
case simply did not add up, Deputy City Attorney Brad Rothenberg seemed overly intent to pursue this unjust prosecution of
Deborah and malign LA CAN in the process. He referred to General Dogon, a longtime Skid Row resident and LA CAN organizer,
as a “field commander” on multiple occasions, implying militance
and violence, among many other mischaracterizations of LA CAN.
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I am incredibly proud
to be able to stand
with Deborah Burton. She handled this
attack on her person,
her beliefs and her
organization in a way
that we would all do
well to follow. She
never showed weakness, never wavered,
never let them slow
her down.
I was particularly
proud of her short
speech to the jury after
the verdict, in which
she thanked them for
acquitting and told
them (and City Attorney Brad Rothenberg)
that she would never
stop speaking out for
human rights and the
betterment of her
community.
- John Raphling,

Criminal Defense Attorney

DEBORAH BURTON

Despite the amazing use of resources to criminalize legal protest
activities, justice prevailed. More than two years after the alleged
incident, on Thursday July 11, a Los Angeles County jury returned
not guilty verdicts on all eight charges against 61-year-old Deborah Burton. The jurors who spoke after the nearly two week trial
said that LAPD Lieutenant Shannon Paulson and so-called victim
Estela Lopez were not plausible witnesses. They said the video did
not support the claims of Estela Lopez and that she seemed to be
just “thrown in there” as a victim.
The LAPD and the CCEA’s efforts to attack the rights of LA CAN
to protest and demonstrate is clearly a part of a broader attack
on the rights of the predominantly low-income people of color to
voice their opinions on gentrification, police saturation, and a policy of mass arrests of the poor. Eventually the truth behind the
trumped up claims and charges against leaders of LA CAN came
to the surface. In Deborah’s case, jurors actually served justice – a
rare occurrence for African American defendants.
The struggle for dignity and human rights continues and it’s
victories like this one that give people the passion to keep moving
forward. In targeting LA CAN and Deborah, CCEA, LAPD, and
the City Attorney were trying to send a message to scare all poor
people who would organize to improve their lives. Our solidarity
sent them a message right back. We are all Deborah Burton!

TOP: Hundreds of organizations and activists from throughout LA
demanded that charges be dropped in the weeks leading up to the trial;
BOTTOM: Deborah Burton and supporters outside the courthouse after the
jury found her NOT guilty.
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It’s Only My Opinion
written by al sabo

This article is written as a tribute to the life of
teenager Trayvon Martin.
INJUSTICE SYSTEM: Can our system of
justice be called anything else? George Zimmerman is found not guilty of murder and
acquitted of murder even though he killed an
unarmed teenager. While Marissa Alexander,
a Black woman living in Florida who has a restraining order against her abusive husband,
is sentenced to 20 years in prison for only firing a warning shot to stop her husband from
attacking her. Apparently in Florida white
men can stand their ground and kill a Black
kid, but Black women can get 20 years for not
shooting anyone.
EASY REMEDY: If you don’t like someone,
just buy a gun, move to Florida and invite
that person to visit you. When he arrives you
shoot him, make sure he’s dead and then
claim self-defense. NOTE: Do not try this if
you are Black. It only works for white folks.
JUROR B37: After listening to her reasons for
acquitting Zimmerman I was appalled by her
ignorant racial bias and I’m embarrassed to
admit that I’m a white person. When she was
asked whether Zimmerman profiled Trayvon
because he was black, she replied, “If George

Community Connection

OPINION
saw someone doing something suspicious it
wouldn’t matter what color they are, George
would have acted the same way as he did.
His heart was in the right way.” What? The
only thing suspicious about Trayvon is that
he was walking through a mostly white community while being black.
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JOHNNY COCHRAN: If Cochran were prosecuting Zimmerman, he might have used this
closing argument. If Zimmerman’s narrative
doesn’t fit, you can’t acquit.

When asked about Trayvon’s friend Jeanel’s
testimony she said, “I didn’t find her to be
credible.” When asked why she felt this way:
“Because I didn’t understand the words she
was using. They talk that way in their neighborhood - where they come from.” They?
Who are the “they” that she was referring to?
If that isn’t a clear sign of racial bias, I don’t
know what is. She finished by stating she felt
sorry for both Trayvon and George. I understand why she felt sorry for Trayvon. He’s
dead. But why such sympathy for George?
He just got away with murder.

Here are the biggest holes in Zimmerman’s
story: (1) He had to leave his car to read a
street sign – claiming that he didn’t know
what street it was though he was the neighborhood watch captain and had lived there
for several years; (2) Claims that Trayvon was
hiding in the bushes and that he jumped out
and attacked him. There were no bushes; (3)
His physical injuries didn’t match his narrative; (4) Though on his back, George claims
that Trayvon reached for his gun that was
hidden in a holster located on his backside;
(5) He states Trayvon was on top of him,
holding down his shoulders, thus making it
virtually impossible for Zimmerman to reach
for his gun.

LOST CAUSE: The state lost this case when
the jury was seated. How and why was the
Prosecution so inept?

It just doesn’t fit. But you need not be a
Sherlock Holmes to figure out how it all fits
together.

MARK O’MEARA: When Zimmerman’s attorney was asked whether the verdict would
have been the same if Zimmerman were a
Black man, he stated no charges would have
been filed. What? If O’Meara honestly believes what he stated, he must have spent his
entire youth in Disney World because he is
clearly residing in fantasy land.

I didn’t know Trayvon but I’ll never forget
him. Rest in Peace Trayvon, your parents
won’t let your memory die in vain.
These are only my personal opinions. If you
want to agree with or counter these positions,
send your comments to The Community Connection, Attn: Al 530 S. Main St. 90013

An Open Letter to the Community
written by hammer

I’m tired of praying, marching, singing and demonstrating! Seems
like Black folks are always begging or protesting some other race
to give us the god given respect we and our ancestors have earned
through centuries of mistreatment, brutality and prejudice. It appears to me that we have become accustomed to and comfortable
with these daily, monthly, and hourly instances of alienation and inappropriate treatment. I am aghast at the head shaking, praying, and
shapeless dialogue from our so-called leaders and clergy. We are gonna see how much praying and singing and marching you do when it
hits your home. I think Dr. Claude Anderson is one of the only strategists in the Black community who has nailed the Black community’s
problems when he says - there are no Black communities!
Let’s conduct an experiment, Black folks. Go anywhere in any community and disregard the instructions of a 911 dispatcher, carry a
gun, chase someone through a housing complex and see what happens. I’ll tell you what won’t happen – it wouldn’t take 44 days to
arrest you. It would probably not take a year and a half for court
proceedings. You probably wouldn’t even make it to the police station. And you’ll probably have enough bullet holes in you to sprinkle
a large residence or a grape vineyard.

THAT AIN’T RIGHT
written by GENERAL DOGON

For years Skid Row has attracted blood suckers and poverty pimps from
every which way. For example, Skid Row is one of the poorest communities in the nation, but it has some of the highest priced stores. The
latest Skid Row blood sucker is the new “LOCKER REST” on 6th and
San Pedro Streets. They rent lockers and, get this, SELL “rest time” for
$3 an hour! This is the epitome of taking advantage of homeless people.
These greedy blood sucking capitalist businesses that are robbing us
blindly have added a new “product” to sell – the ability to rest for an
hour. But illegal and immoral business practices are rarely viewed as
criminal – we as residents continue to be considered the criminals.

I know violence has no place in a civilized society. Tell them that!
There has never been respect for Black life or rights in the history
of this nation. I think that a new approach to this ongoing dilemma
must be developed quickly. If you have a bully on your back and
you can’t go around, over, or under him then you must get that bully
off your back – by any means necessary. But I know I’m wasting our
time. We’ll have a massive church prayer event and pray that these
bullies don’t firebomb it while we’re in there.
God did not give us a spirit of fear, but rather the power of a sound
mind – and no one with a sound mind would tolerate this. R.I.P.
Trayvon. Sorry we let you and others like you down. God forgive us
for being weak!

The fact that LAPD and others continue to criminalize rest in public
space at most hours of the day creates this “market” for rest. Folks are
harassed on the streets everyday by LAPD for just sitting or lying down
– but if they weren’t, businesses couldn’t be created to make money off
the lack of housing and shelter!

Respectfully,
Hammer
Black Guerilla Family

The solution is to organize and fight for the right to housing and the
right to simply exist in public space! Join LA CAN’s civil rights committee every Monday at 1:00 PM.
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Trayvon Martin’s
Murder: The Strange
Fruit of “See Something,
Say Something”
written by the stop lapd spying coalition

Our hearts and solidarity go to the family, friends, and communities affected by
the murder of Trayvon Martin and other
instances of legalized lynchings and state
sanctioned murder. We cannot return Trayvon Martin into the arms of his family, but
the practices which led to this sadness and
cruelty, such as “stand your ground” and
behavioral profiling, have to stop before additional lives are taken!
Both the state sanctioned murder of Trayvon Martin and George Zimmerman’s
acquittal should not be seen without the
larger context of white supremacy and racism. We need to look at government policies that spread suspicion and fear, and
actively recruit community members to
act upon their suspicions. The Stop LAPD
Spying Coalition has been exposing, raising
awareness and organizing against policies

| August - September 2013

OPINION
that promote violence against those considered “suspicious”. The “See Something,
Say Something” messages and Los Angeles
Police Department’s (LAPD) iWATCH program often lead to “Do Something”, much
like “Stand Your Ground” provided cover
for Zimmerman’s actions. Driven by concept of behavioral profiling, iWATCH and
similar Suspicious Activity Reporting (SAR)
programs are a grave threat to our communities, which often result in harassment,
intimidation, threats and physical violence.
We see people like George Zimmerman, a
self-appointed “defender of communities”,
empowered to engage in overt racial profiling to stop “suspicious persons” engaging
in “suspicious behavior.”
This is not just a moment in time but a continuation of history. Many of these policies
have their origins in the policing of Black
bodies when legal slavery was abolished in
this country, in 1865. These policies have
always disproportionately targeted Black
people and communities of African descent.
The LAPD Inspector General’s report released in March 2013 highlighted racial profiling deeply embedded in these policies.
The report used a 4 month sample of race
data which showed the highest numbers
of SARs were filed on African Americans;

overall data showed 82% of SARs were filed
on non-whites.
We echo the statement by coalition member
organization the Youth Justice Coalition,
“We have to recognize that these are not
isolated incidents, but rather tragedies part
of an overall destructive and dehumanizing force of unchecked, licensed power by
law enforcement and the criminal in-justice
system that systematically inflicts violence
and pain upon people of color and destroys
public safety in our communities across the
United States.”
We can fight the perverse politics of repression and surveillance by rescinding LAPD
Special Order 1; iWATCH; and other policies which further criminalize our communities. Will we Sleep or Will we Fight? The
Stop LAPD Spying Coalition invites you to
fight…We can win!
For more information on Stop LAPD Spying
Coalition visit www.stoplapdspying.org and
read the Peoples’ Audit of LAPD Suspicious
Activity Reporting (SAR). You can also visit
LA CAN to learn more.

Word in the Hood
Black August was started by Black prisoners to commemorate George Jackson and all
Black Freedom Fighters (like Harriet Tubman, Nat Turner, and Marcus Garvey) who
fought for liberation of all oppressed people. The month celebrates various dates and
events important to Black Liberation that occurred in August. During the month, people
make person sacrifices or commitments to improve themselves and their community.
What are you willing to do to better yourself and/or the Skid Row Community?

Earl

Tony

Ray

Ryan

I am willing to do
whatever it takes
to better myself that means change.
Change comes from
new knowledge
and new awareness, which means
growth. When I
grow, my community grows with me.

I am willing to
help people know
their property
rights and to be
an advocate for
those living in the
community.

I will share with
the Black man and
woman who we are
and where we come
from - from the
ancient Kemet and
beyond. So each of
us can have a sense
of connection with
our past.

I am dedicated to learn,
to love, and to respect
my people more - especially the residents of the
Downtown Skid Row
community. I will continue to show my brothers and sisters compassion, mercy, and genuine
human kindness - and
will continue to fight for
the people.
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COMMUNITY HEALTH
INVITE A FOE FOR TEA
- A Candid Look at Depression
WRITTEN BY CARMEN VEGA

A friend texted me recently that she was “battling” depression. That
week, I heard others express similar sentiments: “I’m fighting depression,” “I’m struggling with depression,” and “depression has got me
down!” I was struck. This is a natural emotion. So why does it seem like
we’re going to war with ourselves when feeling depressed?
I texted my friend back: “Why don’t you invite depression in for tea,
and see what its got to say?” This seemed a better option than to assign
an adversarial role that invites a possibility of losing our “battles” with
depression. Facing my own level of sadness, I decided to search for a
way to change the paradigm – to frame depression in a way other than a
struggle, fight, or battle.
According to Dr. Elisabeth Kübler-Ross and writer David Kessler, authors of “On Grief and Grieving,” depression is a stage of the grieving
process. Here are the steps of grieving:
1. Denial: Denial helps us to pace our feelings of grief. It is nature’s way
of letting in only as much as we can handle.
2. Anger: Underneath anger is pain, your pain. It is natural to feel deserted and abandoned. Anger is strength and it can be an anchor, giving
temporary structure to the nothingness of loss.
3. Bargaining: “Please God, I will never be angry at my wife again if
you’ll just let her live.” Bargaining may take the form of a temporary
truce: “What if I devote the rest of my life to helping others? Then can I
wake up and realize this has all been a bad dream?”
4. Depression: After bargaining, our attention moves squarely into the
present. Empty feelings and grief enter our lives on a deeper level. It is
the appropriate response to a great loss. We withdraw from life, left in a
fog of intense sadness. Why go on at all? To not experience depression
after a loved one dies, for example, would be unusual.
5. Acceptance: Acceptance is often confused with the notion of being “all
right” or “OK” with what has happened. But most people don’t ever feel
OK about the loss of a loved one. We try to live in a world where our

loved one is missing. Learn to reorganize roles, re-assign them
or take them on ourselves. Instead of denying our feelings, we
need to listen to our needs, to change, grow, evolve…

Depression invites us to step into the present, and while it is a
painful task, when we allow it in or “invite it in for tea,” it may
have the road map we need to continue living productively.
NOTES & Resources: *On Grief and Grieving: Finding the Meaning of Grief
Through the Five Stages of Loss, © 2005, Elisabeth Kübler-Ross and David
Kessler; Scribner, Simon & Schuster, NY. **http://grief.com/about/

THE GIFT OF PEACE
written by tabia salimu

Patience, Perseverance and Prosperity have guided me thus far along
this journey of Life as a Spiritual Being,
Having a Human experience as a Mom and Child of God.
I recall yearning for an African name; a vibration I could proudly
embrace and benefit as an affirmation to further my goals of obtaining
Peace, Acceptance, and Salvation.

Skid Row Garden Council and LA
CAN Team Food Continue
Fight for Healthy Food Access
WRITTEN BY joe thomas and sean gregory

LA CAN’s Team Food is constantly working to upgrade nutrition,
food and health in our community. We are now engaging to expand community gardens throughout Downtown and South LA in
an effort to bring more green space and life into our public spaces.
Recently members of the Skid Row Garden Council - a coalition
of organizations and individuals trying to increase gardening in
the community - decided to map Skid Row. You may have seen
members walking about the community - taking note of empty tree
holes, planters and parkways and open spaces where we could
possibly plant.
In addition to increasing gardening, residents have been working
hard to increase access to fresh fruits and vegetables via local farmer’s markets. Campaigns are already underway to get EBT access at
the Tuesday Grand Park and Thursday City Hall farmers markets,
and the Wednesday Pershing Square Market is close to launching
their EBT access, which would allow folks who receive CalFresh
(also known as food stamps) to purchase fresh produce.
We are happy to announce that in the fall we plan on launching a
Pop-Up Market in the Pueblo Del Rio Housing Development. This
will allow us to sell fresh, sustainably grown fruits and vegetables
at an affordable price to residents who live in and around the
South LA development. We are just entering the planning phase of
the market, so stay tuned for more information.
Lastly, in addition to gardening, we are working to pass policies to
increase healthy food access for low-income residents - and we are
close to what could be a major victory. Due to a statewide campaign that LA CAN helped organize, Senate Bill 283 has passed the
California Senate and is now in the Appropriations committee of
the California Assembly. If passed, SB283 would lift the life time
ban on CalFresh for those convicted of drug sales. This would have
a huge impact on hunger and food access for many residents in
Skid Row, South LA, and beyond. At the time of print, SB 283 had
not been heard in the Appropriations Committee.
LA CAN’s Team Food is also working with partner organizations
across the city to change a law that outlaws the growing of vegetables on city parkways (the space between sidewalks and streets).
This is in response to groups around the city who have been cited
for successfuly planting gardens in this often unused space.
The work of Team Food is expanding, so we are looking to get
more community residents involved. We will be holding an informational brunch on Thursday, August 22 at 10:30 am at LA CAN
(530 S. Main St.) for all those interested in gardening and/or fighting for more access to affordable, healthy food.
If you are interested in attending a Team Food or Garden Council
Meeting, or if you have any questions, contact Deborah or Eric at
213.228.0024.

The gift of Peace resonates in my heart as a warm blanket-snugglehug. It smells like rain, and feels like a coat of armor. It’s sweet
and slightly pungent taste excites my taste buds kicking in a flare of
exuberance as I successfully tackle my “to do” lists and triumph yet
another obstacle and challenge Life faces me with.
In recent years, a diabetic diagnosis devastated me in the knowing a
2-3 mango breakfast was out of the question; that even a simple glass
of juice, would be a distant past memory. Though brief in its devastation stages, rendering me to adopt an alternative dietary itinerary,
I triumphantly learned to manage my blood sugar levels through
painstaking gradual weight loss, diet & lifestyle changes, and exercise
---particularly walking, stretching, Tai Chi and Yoga.
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The Kingdom of God
written by Carolyn SchaugaarD

Jesus said blessed are the poor in spirit for
theirs is the kingdom of God. So that’s
what skid row where I live is – the
kingdom of God. They don’t want much.

I do, and will, continue to rest in Peace, and for this, I AM GRATEFUL
AND FULL OF HUMILITY!!!!!!!

10

the Voice, The Pulse, of Our Village

Community Connection

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Rembering our Sista Soldier,
Ms. Barbara Rowe
written by steve diaz

It is with extreme sadness that we announce the
passing of a long-term LA CAN member and
community leader, Barbara Rowe, who left us in
July.
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Marguerite Casey Foundation Announces
LA CAN’s Sean Gregory as a 2013
Sargent Shriver Youth Warriors Against
Poverty Award Winner
Marguerite Casey Foundation is pleased
to announce 25-year-old Sean Gregory of
Los Angeles as one of 14 young persons to
receive the second annual Sargent Shriver
Youth Warriors Against Poverty Leadership Award. Mr. Gregory is being honored
for his vision, passion and dedication to
improving the lives of families in his community.

Many of us came to know Barbara in 2005 when
LA CAN was organizing a tenant committee in
the Alexandria Hotel to oppose a proposed redevelopment project that would have displaced
the hundreds of longtime extremely low-income
tenants in that building. She became an active member and worked for more than three
years to ensure the redevelopment project was
Mr. Gregory was nominated for the founrevised to include and protect current tenants,
dation’s Youth Warriors Against Poverty
and later to support legal actions that held the
Award by Equal Voice for Southern Caliowner and the Community Redevelopment Agency accountable to their
fornia Families, a network of grassroots organizations working with
contractual agreements.
low-income families. He serves on the civil rights and recruitment committees of the Los Angeles Community Action Network (LA CAN) and
Barbara would also be the first person to greet people in the lobby, eleva- has contributed to policy victories such as changes to Los Angeles Police
tor and other meetings with a smile, a hug, and words of love and enDepartment’s Special Order 11, changes that resulted in a significant
couragement. She loved LA CAN, and we loved her.
reduction in the list of activities that can be classified as suspicious and
then entered into a national security database. He has also spoken at the
More recently, Barbara moved to an affordable senior housing complex
women-led Take Back the Night event on the role of young men in endin Culver City. But she never stopped being active in fights to protect
ing violence against women.
low-income people in Downtown LA and throughout Los Angeles. She
often took long bus rides from Culver City to LA CAN and other housing Whether speaking about civil rights, helping young people gain access
related meetings and, when she couldn’t, she would call the office to ask
to good jobs, or organizing youth in their communities, each of the 14
for updates about Downtown and the latest in city-wide housing issues.
Sargent Shriver Youth Warriors Against Poverty Award winners has
Barbara will be missed by everyone in the community – those who knew
her and those who benefitted from her community organizing. She will
be especially missed by all of us at LA CAN.

a unique and inspiring story that Marguerite Casey Foundation hopes
to share with other youth and communities. Each is a local hero whose
work is a powerful example of Sargent Shriver’s call to “serve, serve,
serve!”

The stage at the 2012 Labor Day Gala.

Labor Day Gala 2013!
written by wesley walker

To all of our folks in Downtown, South LA,
or anywhere else: It is that time again, folks!
On September 2, 2013, LA CAN will be hosting its 14th Annual Labor Day Gala right on
Main Street at 11am.
This is a free event for all folks in the neighborhood to come together and celebrate the
community, culture, and organizing for the
betterment of our communities.
We will have Main Street blocked off between 5th and 6th - where we will be holding chess games, a dominos tournament, live
entertainment from Skid Row’s finest singers
and performers, and plenty of food for the
mind, soul and spirit.
We will also be celebrating LA CAN victories
over the past year and signing up residents
so they can get involved in our organizing
work. So make sure to sign up so you can become active in building people power in our
communies!
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CALIFORNIA PRISON HUNGER STRIKE
and some have been there for over a decade.
The current hunger strike is the third strike
called by the prisoners (the first two took
place in July and September 2011). As a
result of the first two strikes, CDCR promised meaningful reform, but changes have
not occurred for people living in these cages.
Because of CDCR’s failure to fulfill their
promise, prisoners organized the current
hunger strike.

KPFK’s Margaret Prescod kicking off the July 31
press conference in support of the Hunger Strikers.

Hunger Strikes, Rallies
and Mobilizations to
End Torture
written by bilal ali | Photo by steve diaz

On July 8, prisoners being held in California
concentration camps (also known as prisons) entered into a statewide hunger strike
staged in opposition to the long-term solitary confinement policies of the California
Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR). These policies force prisoners
to be confined for up to twenty-three hours
per day in cramped, windowless cells called
Security Housing Units (SHUs). There is no
current time limit to confinement in SHUs

In a show of solidarity with the prisoners,
more than 100 people - amongst them family
members of the prisoners and other supporters - demonstrated in front of the Ronald
Reagan State Office Building in Downtown
Los Angeles the same day the strike commenced. In addition, more than 400 people
from across the State converged on Corcoran
State Prison in 102 degree heat on July 13.
Some of the prisoners are serving indeterminate terms in SHUs of more than 10 years.
There are stories of men being held in solitary confinement for 15 years, 20 years, and
even 30 consecutive years. This is one of the
reasons why the security housing units at
Pelican Bay Prison in Northern California
are the subject of a lawsuit alleging that the
living conditions — which include confinement to the cells for 23 hours a day and very
little contact with other people — amounts
to cruel and unusual punishment.
The hunger strikers are asking the CDCR to
meet their five core demands that the hunger
strikers and supporters say are reasonable
and that have been implemented in other

state and federal correctional institutions
across the nation.
These five core demands are: 1. Eliminate
group punishments and administrative
abuse; 2. Abolish the debriefing policy and
modify active/inactive gang status criteria;
3. Comply with the recommendations of
the US Commission on Safety and Abuse
in America’s Prisons remove and end longterm solitary confinement; 4. Provide adequate and nutritious food; 5. Create and
expand constructive programming.
Since the strike commenced, an estimated
30,000 prisoners have refused their meals.
And as the strike has endured, support for
the prisoners has grown across the country
– with actions being held everywhere from
Seattle to Pennsylvania.
On July 31, hunger strikers’ supporters in
Los Angeles held a press conference and
rally in front of the Downtown federal building. Amongst them were family members of
confined people, actors Danny Glover and
Mike Farrell, Global Women’s Strike, LA
CAN, and many more. Jay Leno has also begun to support the hunger strikers and their
demands.
At the time of printing, actions are being
planned for San Quentin State Prison, Colton
Prison, and Men’s Central Jail in Los Angeles.
If you would like to get involved in these and
other solidarity actions, contact Bilal Ali at
213.228.0024. For more information visit Prison
Hunger Strike Solidarity on Facebook.
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Community Calendar

Sept 6
Sept 11

6 pm Resident (ROC) Meeting at LA CAN

6 pm Resident (ROC) Meeting at LA CAN

5:30 pm Pueblo Del Rio Tenant Meeting at James
Slauson Park Recereation Center

Aug 13

5:30 pm Pueblo Del Rio Tenant Meeting at James
Slauson Park Recereation Center

Aug 15
Aug 16
Aug 24

5 pm Housing Authority Annual Plan Meeting

Sept 20

6 pm Resident (ROC) Meeting at LA CAN

Civil Rights Committee Meetings - Every Monday at 1pm at LA CAN

9 am LA Human Right to Housing Collective
Meeting (Meet at LA CAN at 8am)

Sept 2

Downtown Women’s Action Coalition Meetings The Second Tuesday of every month at 3:30 pm at LA CAN

11 am - 3 pm LA CAN Labor Day Gala on Main St.

Housing Committee Meetings - Every Monday at 10:30 am at LA CAN

Team Food and Garden Meetings First and Third Thursday of every month at 10:30 am at LA CAN

August / September 2013 Community Connection Team
Bilal Ali
Eric Ares
Deborah Burton
Becky Dennison
Deshonay Dozier
Steve Diaz
General Dogon

Gerardo Gomez
Sean Gregory
Thelmy Perez
Al Sabo
Tabia Salimu
Karl Scott
Carolyn Schaugaard

To contact LA CAN or find out more
about our work and how to support
us, write or visit us online:
530 S. Main Street, Ground Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90013
(213) 228-0024
www.cangress.org

website
cangress.wordpress.org
BLOG
become a
fan of la can
SEND US A TWEET
@LACANetwork

JoJo Smith
Joe Thomas
David Wagner
Wesley Walker
Pete White
Carmen Vega

Interested in writing or contributing to the
Community Connection? Have a response to an
article or piece you’d like to share? Know of a
pressing community issue we should be covering?

Contact us at 213.228.0024 or drop by the
LA CAN offices, located at 530 S. Main St.

Editorial Policy:
The Community Connection is a street newspaper and a member of the North American
Street Newspaper Association and the International Network of Street Papers. The Los
Angeles Community Action Network (LA CAN) is a membership organization comprised
of low-income, homeless and formerly homeless residents living in Downtown and South
Los Angeles, and surrounding communities. LA CAN’s staff and core members write many
articles that appear in the Community Connection. These generally appear without a byline,
attributed to LA CAN as a collective.
Articles by contributors who are not LA CAN core members and/or personal
opinion/experience articles receive a byline. These articles do not necessarily represent the
views, opinions and perspectives of the Los Angeles Community Action Network.
All articles and artwork may be reproduced with permission only;
please contact Pete White @ (213) 228-0024 or petew@cangress.org.
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The Voice and Heartbeat of Our Community

L.A. Organizations
Gather to Expand
Homeless Bill of
Rights Campaign
WRITTEN BY STEVE DIAZ

On October 5, 2013 people from across the
City of Los Angeles gathered at the Young
Burlington Apartments to expand the impact
of the Homeless Bill of Rights Campaign. The
goal was simple: Bring together organizations
who believe in the Homeless Bill of Rights so
we can map out our strategy and make commitments for a successful campaign.
The goal of the Homeless Bill of Rights campaign is to pass legislation that protects the
civil rights of homeless individuals, whose
lives are criminalized on a daily basis for
such basic self-sustaining activities as sitting,
sleeping, and eating food in public. A Homeless Bill of Rights would protect the following
rights and prohibit the enforcement of any
locals laws that violate these rights:

Pueblo Del Rio
Tenants Stand Up for
Community Health
WRITTEN BY ERIC ARES

1. The Right to move freely, rest, sleep, and
pray and be protected in public spaces without discrimination; 2. The Right to occupy a
legally parked vehicle; 3. The Right to serve
food and eat in public; 4. The Right to legal
counsel if being prosecuted for infraction level
citations; 5. The Right to 24-hour access to
existing “hygiene facilities.”

Chants of “WHAT DO WE WANT?!
SPEED BUMPS! WHAT DO WE WANT?!
STOP SIGNS!,” could be heard throughout
the Pueblo Del Rio Public Housing community on October 11, when Pueblo Del
Rio Tenant Committee leaders held an action at the intersection of 54th St. and Morgan Ave. to bring awareness to the lack of
sufficient stop signs and speed bumps in
and around the community.

“Fighting for the rights of the unhoused is
absolutely essential because the unhoused are
among the most marginalized in our society,”
said Isaac, an attendee and campaign member. “Most of us know that the priorities in
our society are in direct contradiction to human needs. All the money and resources that
go to war, policing, and the Prison-Industrial
Complex need to go to meet people’s needs,
like shelter, food, and clothing. But, until we
get those resources, the rights of unhoused
people need to be protected.”

According to members of the committee,
the issue of speeding cars in the densely
populated residential area has been a
problem for years. But neither the City
nor the Housing Authority of Los Angeles
(HACLA) have done anything about it.
However, Pueblo Del Rio tenant leaders
have never let the poor representation of
their elected officials nor the negligent practices of HACLA stop them from organizing
to improve their neighborhood and protecting the health of their community.

Continued on page 12

Continued on page 6

Los Inquilinos de
Pueblo Del Rio
Luchan por la Salud
Comunitaria
ESCRITO POR ERIC ARES | TRADUCIDO POR THELMY PEREZ

Los cantos de “¿¡Qué queremos?! ¡TOPES!
¿¡QUÉ QUEREMOS?! ¡señales DE ALTO!”, Se
oían en toda la comunidad de Vivienda Pública,
Pueblo Del Rio el 11 de octubre, cuando los
líderes del Comité de Inquilinos de Pueblo Del
Rio celebró una acción en la intersección de las
calles 54th y Morgan Ave. para hacer conciencia
de la falta de suficientes señales de alto y topes
en los alrededores de la comunidad.
Según los miembros del comité, los autos corriendo a toda velocidad en la densamente poblada zona residencial ha sido un problema desde
hace años. Pero ni el Ayuntamiento ni la Autoridad de Vivienda de Los Ángeles (HACLA) ha
hecho nada al respecto. Sin embargo, los líderes
de Pueblo del Río nunca han dejado que la escasa representación de sus funcionarios electos,
ni las prácticas negligentes de HACLA los pare
de organizarse para mejorar sus vecindario y la
proteger la salud de su comunidad.
continúa en la página
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La Vivienda En Vela

WRITTEN BY STEVE DIAZ

ESCRITO POR STEVE DIAZ | TRADUCIDO POR THELMY PEREZ

Housing Authority Agency Plan

El Plan de la Autoridad de Vivienda

On September 26, the Housing Authority of the City of Los Angeles
Commissioners conducted their final hearing regarding the 2014 Agency
Plan. Every year, the Housing Authority is required by federal law to create a
plan that documents its goals, objectives and policies for the coming year and
it applies to all Public Housing, Section 8 and Shelter Plus Care tenants in the
City of LA.

El 26 de septiembre, los Comisionados de la Autoridad de Vivienda de la
Ciudad de Los Ángeles realizaron su audiencia final sobre el Plan de la
Agencia 2014. Cada año, se le requiere por leyes federales a la Autoridad
de Vivienda a crear un plan que documenta sus metas, objetivos y políticas
para el próximo año y se aplica a todas los inquilinos en los programas
de Vivienda Pública, Sección 8 y Shelter Plus Care en la Ciudad de Los
Ángeles.

LA CAN and LA Human Right to Housing Collective members participated
in the Agency Plan process in numerous ways, with more than 100 tenants
giving comment at various hearings and meetings.

LA CAN y de LA Colectiva Pro el Derecho Humano a la Vivienda
participaron en el proceso del Plan de la Agencia de muchas maneras, con
más de 100 inquilinos que dieron testimonio público en varias audiencias y
reuniones.

Speakers raised concerns facing Jordan Downs tenants around potential
displacement in the redevelopment plan and increased eviction notices that
tenants have been receiving. Other public housing residents opposed the
increase in flat rents because it will force some of the City’s poorest tenants
to choose between paying rent and other needs including food and medicine.
Section 8 tenants opposed a new reason for eviction that was so broad that
people could have been evicted for almost anything.
While tenants did not achieve all of our goals, our organizing did have an
impact. The additional reason for evicting Section 8 tenants was removed,
and a public meeting was held in Jordan Downs to inform tenants on
a much more detailed level about redevelopment plans and potential
displacement. With more people involved, we can win even more in 2014!
Contact the LA Human Right to Housing Collective at (818) 835-1091 or
lahumanrighttohousing@gmail.com for more information.
Alexandria Hotel
New owners and management are in place at the Alexandria Hotel. This
does NOT change any tenant rights or lease agreements for current tenants.
The affordable housing covenants for this building remain in place and no
one has to move. LA CAN has been organizing in this building for many
years and members will remain active in working toward healthy, safe and
stable housing for all low-income tenants.
Management representatives have met with many tenants, and have begun
work to upgrade the conditions and security of the building. If you have any
questions or concerns, you can address them with management and/or come
to LA CAN.
Additionally, on Tuesday, October 22nd at 7:30 PM, management will be
holding a building-wide meeting with tenants in the Palm Court to let people
know about their plans and answer questions.
South Park Hotel
The South Park community of Downtown LA has been experiencing a
resurgence of upscale development. This makes it even more crucial for
low-income tenants to understand their rights and avoid displacement.
Earlier this year, tenants in a rent-stabilized building on Georgia Street were
able to avoid displacement by rejecting cash offers to move – maintaining
their housing and later working with the new owner to identify needed
improvements to their building.
Tenants at the South Park Hotel, 830 1/2 S. Olive Street, have been reporting
that they have received verbal notices to move. This is a rent stabilized
building AND a residential hotel – meaning tenants do NOT have to
move and the building CANNOT be converted or demolished without
replacement housing being built and proper written notice. If your landlord
tells you that you have to move, or offers you cash to move – do NOT move
until you find out more about your rights to stay and the protections on your
building as low-income housing.
For more information on tenant rights and other housing issues, come to LA
CAN’s housing committee on Mondays at 10:30 AM or our legal clinic on
Wednesdays at 6:00 PM.

Los oradores expresaron las preocupaciones de los residentes de Jordan
Downs con respeto a el potencial de desplazamiento en el plan de
desarrollo y el aumento de avisos de desalojo que los inquilinos han estado
recibiendo. Otros residentes de viviendas públicas se opusieron al aumento
de las rentas “topes” ya que obligará a algunos de los inquilinos más
pobres de la Ciudad a elegir entre el pago de la renta y otras necesidades
incluyendo alimentos y medicinas. Los inquilinos de Sección 8 se
opusieron a una nueva razón para desalojo que era tan amplia que la gente
podrían haber sido desalojados por casi cualquier cosa.
Mientras que los inquilinos no alcanzaron todos nuestros objetivos,
nuestra organización ha tenido impacto. Se retiró la razón adicional
para el desalojo de los inquilinos de Sección 8, y una reunión pública se
llevó a cabo en Jordan Downs para informar a los inquilinos en un nivel
mucho más detallado acerca de los planes de desarrollo y el potencial de
desplazamiento. Con más personas involucradas, ¡podemos ganar aún
más en el 2014! Póngase en contacto con el LA Colectiva Pro el Derecho
Humano a la Vivienda (818) 835-1091 o lahumanrighttohousing@gmail.
com para más información.
El Hotel Alexandria
Los nuevos propietarios y gerencia están en su puesto en el Hotel
Alexandria. Esto no cambia los derechos de los inquilinos ni los contratos
de arrendamiento de los inquilinos actuales. Los convenios de vivienda
económica para este edificio permanecerán en su lugar y nadie tiene
que moverse. LA CAN ha organizado en este edificio durante muchos
años y los miembros se mantendrán activos en el trabajo por la vivienda
saludable, segura y estable para todos los inquilinos de bajos ingresos.
Representantes de la Administración se han reunido con muchos
inquilinos, y han comenzado a trabajar para mejorar las condiciones y la
seguridad del edificio. Si usted tiene alguna pregunta o inquietud, puede
hacer frente a ellas con la administración y/o venga a LA CAN.
Additionally, on Tuesday, October 22nd at 6:00 PM, management will
be holding a building-wide meeting with tenants in the Palm Court to let
people know about their plans and answer questions.
Además, el martes 22 de octubre a 19:30, la gerencia realizará una reunión
de para todo el edificio con los inquilinos en el Palm Court para que la
gente sepa acerca de sus planes y para responder a preguntas.
El Hotel South Park
La comunidad de South Park del centro de Los Ángeles ha experimentado
un resurgimiento del desarrollo de lujo. Esto hace que sea aún más
importante para los inquilinos de bajos ingresos a comprender sus
derechos y evitar desplazamientos. A principios de este año, los inquilinos
de un edificio de control de rentas en la calle Georgia fueron capaces de
evitar el desplazamiento al rechazar ofrecimientos de dinero en efectivo
para moverse - mantuvieron sus viviendas y luego trabajaron con el nuevo
propietario para identificar las mejoras necesarias para su edificio.
Los inquilinos del Hotel South Park, 830 1/2 S. Olive Street, han estado
informándonos de que ellos han recibido avisos verbales para moverse.
Este es un edificio de control de rentas y es un hotel residencial significado que los inquilinos NO se tienen que mover y el edificio no
se puede convertir o demoler sin que se hayan construido viviendas de
reemplazamiento y una propia notificación escrita. Si el propietario le dice
que usted se tiene que mover, o le ofrece dinero en efectivo para moverse
- No se mueva hasta que encuentre más información sobre sus derechos
para quedarse y las protecciones en su edificio como vivienda de interés
social/bajo costo.
Para obtener más información sobre los derechos de los inquilinos y otros
temas de vivienda, venga al comité de vivienda de LA CAN los lunes a las
10:30 AM o a nuestra clínica legal los miércoles a las 6:00 PM.
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Chief Beck Refuses to
Meet in Skid Row

Skid Row Organizers Challenge New
Police Commission to Step Up
WRITTEN BY GENERAL DOGON

Chief Beck continues to refuse to meet with
residents in the Skid Row community. For
about a year, LA CAN has been requesting
a meeting with him in the community so he
can hear directly from residents in the most
heavily policed community in the City. And
when we finally got him to schedule a time to
actually meet with Skid Row residents, guess
what he did? He said he would only meet at
LAPD Headquarters and would not come to
a community location.
For the past seven years LAPD has been an
occupying force on Skid Row. Even though
the Skid Row community has some of the
lowest serious crime rates in the city, the
community has a larger police presence
than any other community in the country.
This has led to tens of thousands of arrests
of homeless and low-income people and
increased use of force by the police. The
increased arrests and police violence have
come under the Safer Cities Initiative, which
in 2006 brought 110 extra cops to police Skid
Row. This was the way that the City planned
on getting poor and homeless folks and people of color out of Downtown so that yuppies
could walk their French poodles down Main
Street without “fear” of the longtime Downtown residents.
The cops have actually been crashing and

Struggle Continues
Against Echo Park
Gang Injunction
WRITTEN BY KWAZI NKRUMAH

Early in the summer of 2013, word began
to get around that Carmen Trutanich,
the previous LA City Attorney, had filed
with the courts for a gang injunction in
the Echo Park/Silverlake area. The fact
that Trutanich had lost the election in May
had delayed the process, and also meant
that more people in the community had
advance notice that an injunction may be
coming. People began to discuss this, and
a series of neighborhood meetings were
held.
Several facts emerged from these meetings. First, both gang activity and general
crime statistics are at an all-time low in
the Echo Park/Silverlake area. In fact,
statistics show that crime generally hasn’t
been so low in our area since sometime
in the 1950s. Secondly, even though some
gangs do still exist, there hasn’t been any
major conflict going on between gangs in
this community for quite some time now.
Thirdly, the problem of racial profiling, by
police and other entities, continues to be
an issue in Echo Park and Silverlake, as in
many others. Fourth, the increasing gentrification of these areas of the city has been
leading to a whole series of measures that
seem to be designed to push out long-time
Mexican-American residents of the area,

CIVIL RIGHTS
bashing more than the so-called “criminals.”
That’s right! The cops are the ones doing most
of the beatings and shootings around here.
Chief Beck and former LAPD Commissioners
had agreed to meet with Skid Row residents
after LA CAN demanded answers when officers shot and killed Kenny Williams in front
of the Green Apple market in May. LAPD officers again shot a Skid Row resident in the St.
George Hotel on Friday, October 11th (details
of this shooting not known when this edition
went to press). These two shootings follow
the murder of Dale Garrett by undercover
officers on the edge of Skid Row, one of few
LAPD shootings that was found to be out of
protocol. LAPD has admitted that the increased use of force in Skid Row is a concern,
yet no improvement has been seen.
Residents are not giving up on their demands
for transparency and accountability from
LAPD leadership. On October 8, LA CAN
members attended the LAPD Police Commission Meeting to introduce themselves to new
Commissioners recently appointed by Mayor
Garcetti. Several people gave testimony
to inform them about the opposition to the
Safer Cities Initiative and the devastating impacts it has had on the Skid Row community.
Resident after resident also demanded that
the Police Commission set up a Town Hall
meeting in the Skid Row community during
which members of the Commission and, yes,
Chief Beck can meet with Skid Row community members. LA CAN member Michelle
Autry informed the Commission that Mayor
Garcetti attended a very productive Town
Hall breakfast at the James Wood Center in
the heart of Skid Row during his campaign,
and there was no reason they should not do
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the same. While Commissioners did not offer an immediate response, LA CAN’s Civil
Rights committee will continue to work until
the Town Hall is scheduled.
“I think the lack of transparency with the
police seriously needs to be addressed,”
said LA CAN member Amari Shakur, who
attended the Police Commission meeting.
“Cops are supposed to be public servants
and they’re not. They act like public drones
for the state.”
Every other day you read stories and see
pictures of Chief Beck meeting with residents
of neighborhoods and communities throughout the city. So why can’t he come a few
blocks down the street from his office to meet
with Skid Row residents to see how they feel
about the so-called Safer Cities Initiative?
LAPD leadership has no problem continuing
to allocate dozens of officers to the longeststanding Safer Cities-type task force, but
remains unwilling to come to that same community for any type of “community policing” dialogue.
To get involved, come to an LA CAN Civil
Rights Committee meeting, which are held
every Monday at 1pm at 530 S. Main St.

together with poor and working-class residents generally --- especially those belonging to more recent immigrant groups.
When the new City Attorney, Mike Feuer,
showed up at the Echo Park neighborhood
council meeting in late July, he indicated
that he was not in a rush to pursue a gang
injunction. He said that he felt that gang
injunctions were a drastic step to take, and
that he was reviewing the situation.
However, at subsequent meetings in
Silverlake and Glassel Park, he was beginning to voice support for an injunction,
in spite of the fact that large numbers of
community residents were turning out to
complain that this move was more connected to gentrification efforts than to any
real needs at the community level.
The Echo Park neighborhood council voted overwhelmingly not to support the imposition of a gang injunction at the regular
meeting in August, but despite this fact,
and efforts by neighborhood residents and
activists to discuss this issue directly with
Mr. Feuer, he and his office have blown
the community off. The judge who was
hearing the application for the injunction
awarded it by default on September 27th.
Lawyers for community residents who
would be impacted by the injunction are
mounting a challenge to this decision.
Community people are still organizing to
fight. The struggle continues!
.
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October 22 - Stand Up
Against Police Brutality
WRITTEN BY JOE THOMAS

Once again it’s the time for us to stand up
against police brutality. The cries of women,
children, and men in our communities are
heard day and night as those who are supposed to protect us continue to harass, target, and brutalize our people.
October 22 is a national day of action - a day
when we stand up and say “ENOUGH IS
ENOUGH!” No more racial profiling! No
more police brutality! There is no justice,
just us - so if we don’t stand up for justice,
then no one will.
So are you just going to sit back and allow
the police to continue destroying black and
brown communities? Or will you march,
rally, and join us on October 22? What’s it
gonna be?
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New Food Stamp
Access at the City Hall
Farmer’s Market!
WRITTEN BY SEAN GREGORY

Brothers and sisters of Downtown, we
have good news for anybody who wants
to enjoy fresh, clean, wholesome fruits and
vegetables in our community! As part of
our healthy food access campaigns, members of LA CAN’s “Team Food” have been
working hard to bring EBT (Food Stamp/
CalFresh) access to all Farmer’s Market in
Downtown Los Angeles.
EBT access expands access to fresh produce for low-income people AND makes
markets more successful by increasing
customers. Another operator has agreed,
and EBT is now available at the Farmer’s
Market located at City Hall every Thursday. This market joins Sunday’s 5th/
Spring market as the two markets in
Downtown LA with EBT access.
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COMMUNITY HEALTH
Our battle is not over yet. Pershing Square
and the Grand Park markets are not yet
accessible to low-income residents. This
is a matter of basic equity for all residents
of Downtown LA – the increasing number
of Farmer’s Markets are a great source of
healthy food, but should be accessible to
everyone regardless of how they pay for
food.
In addition to EBT access, LA CAN is also
going to be pursuing programs such as
Market Match, which provides matching
funds for low-income people who spend
a certain amount – making these markets
even more affordable.
We certainly have our work set out for
us and we must be persistent to ensure
healthy food access for all. The Team Food
Committee is open to the community and
everyone is encouraged to join the overall
Fight to Survive.
We meet on the first and third Thursday
of every month at 10:30 am. Come on out
and make a difference!

FREE OUR SISTERS: Community
Solutions, Not Jail Construction

In addition to working on EBT Access at local
Farmer’s Markets, LA CAN’s Team Food grows
a Roof Top Garden, which was just replanted for
the Fall Growing Season. Join us!

to education, jobs, healthcare, housing, etc. There are clear alternatives that we could implement to reduce the jail population right now
that would strengthen our communities and save the county over a
billion dollars. Now is the time to make a change for the better: No
More Jails! Free Our Sisters! Bring Community Solutions!

WRITTEN BY DEBORAH BURTON AND ANA MURILLO

To learn more, visit curbprisonspending.org.

The Downtown Women’s Action Coalition recently endorsed the
No New Jails campaign led by Californians United for a Responsible
Budget (CURB), a broad-based coalition of over 50 organizations
seeking to “CURB” prison spending by reducing the number of
people in prison and the number of prisons in the state.
Plans towards building a new jail for women called “Women’s Village” would have very detrimental impacts on our communities.
Hundreds of millions of public dollars are being allocated for 1,156
cells - cages full of medical neglect, constant harassment, physical
and sexual abuse.
The mission of the Downtown Women’s Action Coalition (DWAC)
is empowering women who live and work in downtown to influence
public policy change that promotes health, safety, and economic and
social justice for women through collective action, public education,
community building, advocacy and leadership opportunities. Given
the growing number and percentage of women in our prisons and
jails, and the recent proposal by the LA County Board of Supervisors
to build a new women’s jail, DWAC decided to take action.

EVENT SCHEDULE

4 pm--T-Shirt and Poster Painting at LA CAN-530 S.
Main Street
5 pm--Opening Ceremony and Event Details
5:30 pm-- March begins; stops include DWC LA Street
and San Julian Park
7 pm-- March concludes at DWC on 422 S. San Pedro
Street; Candlelight vigil, refreshments and spoken
word to follow

On Saturday, September 14th there was a forum coordinated by
CURB and the No New Jails Coalition, inviting all to learn more
about the plans LA County has for the women’s jail. In addition to
County Jail expansions, there are plans to spend billions at the state
and county levels on new prisons -- more new cages for both men
and women from our communities. At the forum, personal testimony was given by women who have family members in jail highlighting the dangerous and degrading conditions inside the existing LA
County women’s jails, with one woman sharing that her mother died
in the custody of the Sheriff’s department.

Event Route

LA CAN

7th St.

Main St.

SAN JULIAN St.

5th St.

SAN JULIAN PARK

SAN PEDRO St.

DWC Los Angeles St.

DWC SP St.

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO GET INVOLVED, PLEASE CONTACT NADIA AKHTAR AT
nadiaa@dwcweb.org |213.225.8006

Feeling Down

Deborah Burton and Kelly Flor Delgado, two longtime DWAC members, spoke on panels about the impacts of criminalization of women.
There were several other advocates and community members promoting community solutions and exploring real alternatives to locking women up. Over 80% of the women are inside for petty crimes or
drug crimes. Community-based resources are needed – let’s help our
sisters, not incarcerate them.

WRITTEN BY CAROLYN IRENE SCHAUGAARD

The prices keep going up and I keep feeling down.
I wish people could see beyond the end of their noses
so the poor could stay up above the ground.

The coalition is making straightforward demands:
1. Stop the construction of the Women’s jail complex;
2. Put realignment (AB 109) money into the community, not jails;
3. Implement and expand alternatives to locking people up.

It’s a dog eat dog world, but that is not
how our home is bound.

Building more jails means sacrificing resources that could be going
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Long Live the Dream
WRITTEN BY BILAL ALI

On August 28 - to commemorate the 50th
anniversary of the March on Washington
held on August 28, 1963 - a peaceful protest
was organized and led by the Martin Luther King Coalition for Jobs, Peace and Justice in Downtown Los Angeles. It is with
this historic backdrop and the paramount
issues of that time that a coalition was
formed in Los Angeles to not only commemorate the March on Washington and
honor Dr. Martin Luther King’s participation through his famous “I Have a Dream”
speech, but to also expose the deferred
dream that has impacted Black and Brown
youth in this country.
It was felt by the coalition that the best way
to honor the legacy of the 50th anniversary of the 1963 March on Washington for
Jobs and Freedom was to demand an end
to the war against our Black and Brown
youth. Youth of color are routinely profiled
by the police, security personnel and selfappointed vigilantes like George Zimmerman. Trayvon Martin has become the face
of the many young people who have been
stopped-and-frisked and sometimes beaten
and killed by the police. The police and
the courts have created racially motivated
drug laws that have been used as an excuse
to incarcerate a huge percentage of young

COMMUNITY HEALTH
generations of Black and Brown youth.
These same youth have the highest unemployment rate, and the jobs they are forced
to take are low-wage jobs without benefits,
rights or union representation. The antiyouth war also includes massive cuts in
education, including school closings in
Black and Brown communities.
The protest was an opportunity to turn our
anger over the lynching of Trayvon Martin
into a new nationwide struggle to stop the
war against Black and Brown youth. It began at the Federal Court building demanding justice for Trayvon Martin followed by
a march circle at Los Angeles City Hall to
state our presence while a more revisionist and sanitized version of the March on
Washington was being honored.
The protests concluded with a rally at the
Ronald Reagan State building that ended
with a recorded speech of Dr. King during a civil disobedience action in which
four people were arrested in accord with
similar actions taken by Dr. King and other
civil rights activist of that time. Four participants in the civil disobedience action
were taken to the Downtown Metropolitan
Detention Center, booked for failure to
disperse and released.
These individuals were cited and given
a court appearance date. Upon attending the court date the four were told that

Health Centers

John Wesley Community Health

no charges against them have been filed
by the city attorney’s office and they were
free to go. Later, these activists and organizers learned that a complaint was
filed against them for remaining in a place
where a riot had occurred (even though
this was a peaceful, non-violent protest).
The four protesters see this latest development as simply part of a general attempt to
intimidate those who speak out against the
corrupt and oppressive conditions of our
times. However, the issue was resolved at
City Attorney hearings on October 9.
Those of us who are committed to challenging current conditions must never allow
ourselves to be intimidated. Under the first
amendment to the U.S. Constitution every
citizen has the right to free speech, including the right to protest policies and practices that we disagree with. And even if
we did not have such protection under the
law, it would still be our moral and political responsibility to do so!
The Martin Luther King Coalition is committed to stand against injustice anywhere
and has vowed to continue to fight the
power until the oppressive conditions that
exist in this country have ended - despite
trumped up charges and other means that
the state tries to squash dissent.
ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE!

Community Organizing Victories
Bring New Resources into Skid Row

wesley

INSTITUTE, INC.

WRITTEN BY BECKY DENNISON

Over the past several months, $3.3 million was allocated for some
of Skid Row’s most pressing needs – housing and jobs. What
many people may not know is that these resources are a direct
result of LA CAN’s community organizing and ongoing demands
for the equitable development of Downtown LA.

We Are
ready for
Health Care reform
and you

| OCTOBER - NOVEMBER 2013

The funding was allocated to Downtown Women’s Center, Skid
Row Housing Trust (new Star Apartments), Chrysalis and Community Career Development (CCD). Why? Because community
residents challenged redevelopment projects and ensured benefits for the longstanding low-income and homeless residents in
Downtown.

Choose

>>> JWCH Institute, Inc., Center for Community Health (CCH) >>>

As Your Medical Home

Some of the funding that was recently allocated comes from Anschutz Entertainment Group (AEG), as a result of a legally-binding
agreement between AEG and LA CAN related to the proposed
Downtown football stadium. While much more money will come
into our community for housing, health and jobs if the stadium
ever breaks ground - $250,000 was guaranteed and was recently
allocated for a new permanent supportive housing project.

The State of California will soon begin sending Medical enrollment Packages to persons on the Healthy Way LA Program.
JWCH is contracted with all Medical Health Plans and
we will be able to continue providing services to you.

We are here to help you With paperWork.

The remaining funds were issued by the CRA/LA (the successor
agency of the City’s former redevelopment agency) to support
two micro-enterprise projects and a new local hiring program.
All projects previously funded by the redevelopment agency are
required to hire local, low-income residents but the program had
not previously been funded – making it hard for residents to access the jobs. Chrysalis and CCD are developing the program to
ensure employers understand and comply with the program and
that low-income residents can access these much needed jobs. The
program will operate for up to 13 years.

When you receive your packages, or if you have questions,
bring any information you receive from the California Department of Health
Care Services and meet with our enrollment Workers.

Center for Community Health
522 South San Pedro Street
Los Angeles, California 90013

1-866-733-5924

For more information, or to get involved in winning more benefits
for our community, contact LA CAN. For specific information
about the local hiring program, contact Chrysalis.

www.jwchinstitute.org
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Meet the Pueblo Del Rio Market Coordinators
Conozca las coordinadoras del Mercado de Pueblo del Rio
Marina Salmeron

Marina Salmeron
Marina has lived in Pueblo Del Rio for
the past 15 years and, in addition to being
Market Coordinator, is a member of the
Pueblo Del Rio Tenant Committee.

Marina ha vivido en el Pueblo del Rio
durante los últimos 15 años y, en adición
de ser la coordinadora del Mercado, ella
es miembro del comité de inquilinos de
Pueblo del Rio.

“I’m really excited about this project. But
being able to buy fresh, organic, affordable fruits and vegetables in our own
community is something all Pueblo Del
Rio tenants should be excited about. It’s
going to be great!”

“Estoy muy emocionada por este proyecto.
El poder comprar frutas y vegetales frescos,
orgánicos y económicos en nuestra propia
comunidad es razón por la cual todos los
residentes de Pueblo del Rio deben estar
emocionados. ¡Va ser excelente!”

Alize Ostalaza

Alize Ostalaza

Alize has lived in Pueblo Del Rio since
she was born and uses her long-term relationships with countless other tenants to
help promote the Produce Market.

Alize ha vivido en Pueblo del Rio desde
que nació y utiliza sus relaciones de largo
plazo con tantos otros inquilinos para promover el mercado.

“I think the market will have a great
impact on the community. It’s something
we really need. Instead of driving or taking the bus, people can just come a couple
blocks to by produce - fresh and organic
- in our own neighborhood.”

“Yo creo que el mercado tendrá un gran
impacto en la comunidad. Es algo que verdaderamente necesitamos. En vez de manejar o subirnos al autobús, la gente puede
caminar un par de cuadras para comprar
sus productos – frescos y orgánicos – en
nuestro propio vecindario.”

Continued from page 1

Pueblo Del Rio Tenants Stand
Up for Community Health
The committee made this issue a priority
over a year ago, which led to a request to
the office of former Councilmember Jan
Perry to address these safety concerns.
This led to a representative of Perry’s office coming to the Pueblos to meet with
residents and witness the issue first hand.
During the walk, tenants pointed out specific places of concern and made recommendations for action. The representative
made a commitment to follow up, but he
never did.
As time moved on, the Tenant Committee
began focusing on other urgent matters,
which resulted in major victories for the
community. In late 2012, Pueblos tenant leaders fought a proposed increase
in 2013 flat rents for public housing
residents. And, after working with other
public housing residents throughout Los
Angeles to pressure HACLA to drop the
rent hike, the Housing Authority Board
of Commissioners voted to overturn the
rent increase proposal. Pueblos leaders
also fought against the privatization of
public housing and unfair trash fees and
this past spring pressured HACLA to
improve street lighting throughout the
community, which helps improve public
safety and brings peace of mind to residents.
However, the problem of speeding cars
never changed. So committee members
decided that it was time to revisit the issue. They reached out to their new City
Councilmember, Curren Price, but there

was no response. It was at that point that
the committee decided to take it to the
streets and do something about it themselves.

from 1:00 - 3:00pm LA CAN’s Pueblo Del
Rio Produce Market will be selling fresh,
affordable produce in the James Slauson
Community Center.

At the event, over 50 people gathered and
placed symbolic stop signs and speed
bumps along the busy street to both
slow down traffic and get other members of the community involved in the
campaign. Holding up signs that read
“SPEED BUMPS NOW!”, “WE NEED
STOP SIGNS”, and “PUBLIC SAFETY
NOW”, residents rallied as tenant leaders
stepped up to the microphone one by one
to describe why the issue was so important and to invite their neighbors to step
out of their units and get involved.

“So please come every Wednesday,” said
Marina. “We will be selling fresh vegetables and fruits at prices that we can
afford. And it’s right here in the community.” Marina is one of two Pueblos residents who will be working as coordinators of the market.

“This is why it’s great that we have a
tenant committee here,” said LA CAN
member Francisco Estrada as he spoke
to the crowd and those listening inside
their units. “So we can work together to
address problems that are impacting the
community.” As he spoke other tenants
approached the group and quickly signed
a petition demanding speed bumps and
stop signs. Also present was a representative from Councilmember Price’s office,
who took photos and notes throughout
the event. Tenant leaders will be following up with Price’s office soon to explore
next steps on the speed bumps and stop
signs.
Tenant leader Marina Salmeron was also
on hand to promote another project that
the Tenant Committee is organizing to
improve community health in Pueblo Del
Rio - the Community Produce Market.
Starting on October 16, every Wednesday
6

The goal of the new market is to improve
healthy food access in a community surrounded by stores that sell junk food and
almost no fresh produce. Almost all the
produce will be organic and, because it
is non-profit, sold at prices affordable to
members of the community. So no longer
will residents have to travel far by bus
or car to buy wilted vegetables or to find
organic fruit at farmer’s markets. They
can now just walk a couple blocks to
53rd St. and Compton Ave., where every
Wednesday they can buy apples, broccoli, oranges, tomatoes, onions, bananas,
lettuce, grapes, and much more.
The Pueblo Del Rio Tenant Committee meets the 2nd Wednesday of every
month at 5:30pm at the James Slauson
Community Center to plan and strategize
on how to protect and improve housing and health in the Pueblos. The speed
bump/stop sign action and produce
market are just the latest of examples of
exciting improvements.
For more information, contact Deborah or
Steve at 213.228.0024.
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Tenant Committee and
Supporters; Left: The
children of Pueblo Del
showing their support
for public safety; Below
(L-R): Pueblo Tenant
Leaders Lucia, Emma,
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facilitate the action.
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mostrando su apoyo a
la seguridad pública;
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Emma, y
 Francisco ayudan a facilitar la acción.

Viene de la página 1

del comité decidieron que ya era hora de
retomar el tema. Llegaron a su nuevo concejal de la ciudad, Curren Price, pero no hubo
respuesta. Fue en ese momento que el comité
decidió llevarlo a la calle y hacer algo.

El comité hizo esto un tema de prioridad
hace más de un año, lo que llevó a una
solicitud de la oficina de la ex concejal Jan
Perry para hacer frente a estos problemas de
seguridad. Esto llevó a que un representante
de la oficina de Perry llegó a los Pueblos
para reunirse con residentes y ser testigo
de primera mano. Durante la caminata, los
inquilinos señalaron lugares específicos de
preocupación y formularon recomendaciones para la acción. El representante se comprometió a hacer seguimiento, pero nunca lo
hizo.

En el evento, más de 50 personas se reunieron y colocaron señales de alto simbólicas
y reductores (topes) de velocidad a lo largo
de la calle para hacer reducir la velocidad
del tráfico y también para motivar a otros
miembros de la comunidad a participar en
la campaña. Levantando carteles que decían
“¡TOPES AHORA!”, “Necesitamos señales
de alto” y “SEGURIDAD PUBLICA AHORA”, los residentes hicieron protesta mientras que los líderes se acercaban al micrófono, uno por uno para describir las razones
por qué el tema era tan importante y para
invitar a sus vecinos a salir de sus unidades e
involucrarse.

Los Inquilinos de Pueblo Del
Rio Tenants Luchan por la
Salud Comunitaria

Mientras el tiempo pasaba, el Comité de
Inquilinos comenzó a enfocarse en otros
asuntos urgentes, que se tradujo en importantes victorias para la comunidad. A finales
de 2012, los líderes de inquilinos de Pueblo
lucharon en contra de una propuesta para el
aumento a las rentas topes para los residentes de viviendas públicas en 2013. Y, después
de trabajar residentes de otras comunidades
de vivienda pública a lo largo de Los Angeles para presionar a HACLA a abandonar
la propuesta, la Junta de Comisionados de
la Autoridad de Vivienda votó para revocar
la propuesta de aumentar las rentas. Los
líderes de Pueblo también lucharon contra
la privatización de la vivienda pública y
las tasas de basura injustas y la primavera
pasada presionaron a HACLA para mejorar
el alumbrado público en toda la comunidad,
lo que ayuda a mejorar la seguridad pública
y trae tranquilidad a los residentes.
Sin embargo, el problema de los caros rápidos nunca cambió. Así que los miembros

“Es por esto que es muy bueno que tenemos
un comité de inquilinos aquí”, dijo miembro de LA CAN Francisco Estrada, mientras
hablaba a la multitud, y los que escuchaban
desde el interior de sus unidades. “Así que
podemos trabajar juntos para hacer frente a
los problemas que están afectando a la comunidad.” Mientras hablaba, los demás inquilinos se acercaron al grupo y rápidamente
firmaron una petición para exigir los topes y
las señales de alto. También estuvo presente
un representante de la oficina del Concejal
Price, quien tomó fotos y notas de todo el
evento. Los líderes van hacer seguimiento
con ella y la oficina del Consejal Price para
luego explorar próximos pasos en conseguir
los topes y señales de alto.
La inquilina y líder, Marina Salmeron, también estuvo ahí para promover otro proyecto
que el Comité de Inquilinos está organizando para mejorar la salud de la comunidad en
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Pueblo Del Rio - el Mercado de Productos.
A partir del 16 de octubre, todos los miércoles de 13:00-15:00 el Mercado de Productos de Pueblo del Rio de LA CAN venderá
productos frescos y económicos en el Centro
Comunitario James Slauson.
“Así que por favor, venga todos los miércoles”, dijo Marina. “Estaremos vendiendo
verduras y frutas frescas a precios que puede
pagar. Y es aquí en la comunidad”. Marina
es uno de los dos residentes de Pueblo que
trabajará como coordinadora del mercado.
La meta del nuevo mercado es de mejorar el
acceso a alimentos saludables en una comunidad rodeada por tiendas que venden
comida chatarra y casi sin productos frescos.
Casi toda la producción será orgánica y, ya
que es sin fines de lucro, se venderá a precios económicos a los miembros de la comunidad. Así que los residentes ya no tienen
que viajar muy lejos en autobús o en coche
para comprar verduras marchitas o comprar
frutas orgánicas en los mercados de agricultores. Pueden ahora sólo caminar un par
de cuadras hasta las calles 53 y Compton,
donde todos los miércoles podrán comprar
manzanas, brócoli, naranjas, tomates, cebollas, plátanos, lechuga, uvas, y mucho más.
El Comité de Inquilinos de Pueblo del Rio se
reúne cada segundo miércoles del mes a las
5:30PM en el Centro Comunitario de James
Slauson para planear y hacer estrategia sobre
cómo proteger y mejorar las viviendas y la
salud en el Pueblo. La acción de los topes y
señales de alto son solo los últimos ejemplos
de estas mejoras.
Para mas información póngase en contacto
con Deborah o Steve en 213.228.0024.
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LA HUMAN RIGHT TO HOUSING COLLECTIVE | JORDAN DOWNS

The Privatization of
Jordan Downs and
The Grim Future of
Section 8

WRITTEN BY THELMY PEREZ AND LEONARDO VILCHIS

On October 8, Doug Guthrie, CEO of the
Housing Authority of the City of Los Angeles
(HACLA) presented a grim future for Section 8 residents at the City Council’s Housing
Committee. He talked about the possibility
of defaulting on 40 million dollars per month
in rent subsidy payments to LA landlords
in the Section 8 program as soon as November, if the federal shutdown persists. He also
talked about a reduction in those subsidies
resulting in steep rent increases for families
relying on Section 8 beginning in January. An
unprecedented number of evictions of Section 8 residents for “non-payment” of rent is
forecasted for the very near future.
HACLA’s current Section 8 budget is operating at 82% and is being forced to consider
kicking people off of the program to make
ends meet. In the meantime, HACLA’s public
housing budget is fully funded, Guthrie assured the Council members. Despite the impending challenges of the Section 8 program
in Los Angeles, HACLA is eagerly moving
forward with the demolition and privatization of 700 public housing units at the Jordan
Downs development in Watts. They promise
to replace those 700 units with 700 mostly
Section 8 units to serve low income families.
What is the impact for the residents? While
HACLA refuses to answer the question
directly, we have some ideas. The privatization of public housing means a change
in emphasis from serving the needs of the
most poor to focusing on the bottom lines of
private enterprise. It means the stripping of
federally protected rights of public housing
tenants. Furthermore it means the renunciation of HACLA’s responsibilities towards
public housing tenants and LA’s poorest
residents. All of these have been experienced
in Los Angeles and across the country. In
Boyle Heights’ Pueblo del Sol development
(formerly Aliso Village) 685 units of public
housing were demolished to build Section 8
and other private Housing.
The development displaced over 500 families, the Section 8 was transferred from the
tenants to the developer and a new aggressive management came in with a campaign
that targeted original Aliso Village residents for eviction. Throughout this process
HACLA ignored the concerns of the tenants
and supported the new management. Today,
they are busing Jordan Downs Tenants to
Pueblo del Sol to look at the buildings and
telling them that this is their future. While
the new “casitas” (little houses, as the local
residents call them)do look pretty, little do
the Jordan Downs tenants know that Pueblo
del Sol is a development where less than a
third of the residents are former Aliso Village
residents.
But the return of those few former Aliso
Village residents to the new Pueblo Del Sol
was a hard fought victory. They fought
in 1996 with Union de Vecinos (an anchor
organization of the Housing Collective)

against the demolition and privatization of
their development. They read and studied the plans that announced a new vision
for public housing with different priorities
were privatization was at the center of the
planning and where the impact on the tenants’ lives and voices was secondary. They
fought and organized in Pueblo del Sol to
stop the manager from carrying out illegal
evictions against original residents of Aliso
Village. Recently, Union de Vecinos as part
of the Human Right to Housing Collective
had to fight to stop the conversion of public
housing in Boyle Heights into Section 8.
Today, many Jordan Downs residents,
grappling with the implications of decades
of neglect and disinvestment in their community, welcome the vision of a “new Jordan Downs.” With the promise of 2 billion
dollars of investment coupled with the new
on-site services (like GED, language and
computer classes) required by HUD as a prerequisite to applying for the 30 million dollar Choice Neighborhoods Initiative grant,
many residents enjoy the dream of living in a
brand new home with their families despite
that they are told over and over that they will
only “qualify” if they are in “good standing.”
In the meantime, over 1/3 residents have
reported (to LA CAN and Housing Collective organizers) receiving countless legal or
pre-eviction notices such as the one Carmen
received for accidentally being 73 cents short
on her rent. HACLA has yet to define what
“good standing” means to the tenants and,
furthermore, HACLA recently admitted that
in the first half of 2013 it disproportionately
evicted more residents from Jordan Downs
than any other public housing development
under its purview. That is not surprising
given that with all the problems with Section
8 subsidies, HACLA does not have a plan to
provide housing that can meet the needs of
existing residents and instead it is following
the protocols of privatization experienced by
public housing tenants across the countryevict first, explain later.
“What we want Jordan Downs residents
to know is that it’s not too late to organize
and fight back to protect your community
and secure your human right to a home in
the current or future development,” said
Delmira, a former Aliso Village luchadora
(fighter). Delmira has walked the blocks of
Jordan Downs with other Housing Collective
organizers, encouraging residents not to give
up- to fight for their tenant rights, their community and their housing stability. She says
that she believes that Jordan Downs residents
have time to challenge history and ensure
that this time, all current Jordan Downs
residents remain in their community. The
Housing Collective, in the meantime, is busy
organizing tenants and counseling those with
legal notices in an effort to stop the evictions
in Jordan Downs and build tenant power. We
are also working to organize and protect the
rights and homes of Section 8 tenants. Our
City-wide Public Housing and Section 8 Residents Committee meets on the first Monday
of every month at 6PM at LA CAN- 530 S.
Main Street in Downtown LA.
If you would like to be involved in this effort,
please email the Collective at lahumanrighttohousing@gmail.com or call us at 818-8351091.
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Health, Public Housing
and the Environment:
A Town Hall at Jordan Downs
Jordan Downs Rec Center/Gym
9900 Grape Street, Los Angeles

October 22, 2013
Join us for refreshments at 5PM
Program begins at 5:30PM

Health First for Jordan
Downs Residents
In 2008, HACLA began preparing to purchase
21 acres of known toxic land in Watts. The $31
million dollar purchase, nicknamed “the Factory,” located smack in the middle of Jordan
Downs public housing development would
be the centerpiece of the privatization effort of
the community despite its decades of industrial uses and known pollution. It would allow
private developers to build at least double the
current amount of housing in a planned mixed
income “urban village” that HACLA would
sell to politicians and the media as “a new day
for Watts.” Seemingly, HACLA didn’t think
through its purchase thoroughly and years of
lawsuits between current and former owners
of the “Factory” leave the same looming question: who will bear the cost of the contamination?
At a recent community meeting organized by
overseers of the cleanup effort, the Department of Toxic Substances Control (aka: DTSC,
part of the CA Environmental Protection
Agency), many residents expressed their frustration over the lack of information about the
effects of the contamination on the community’s health. The DTSC stated that it would
oversee the removal of all of the surface soil
from the 21 acre land but the residents worried about the contamination spilling into the
community.
Both DTSC and HACLA tried to assure
residents that there is nothing to worry about
other than a little lead and arsenic but in a
community that has long felt the effects of the
suffocating contamination in the area (there
are over two dozen cleanup sites within a two
mile radius not including those polluting sites
that are not yet in the process), that is not good
enough. The Housing Collective, aware of the
contamination and of the fears that exist in the
community has engaged our Environmental
Justice (EJ) allies into digging deeper into the
issue. Not only are there concerns about the
known toxins, but some of our allies strongly
believe that HACLA and its contractors have
not thoroughly tested the area and that simply
removing the contaminated soil and trucking
it to another poor and contaminated community does not address other potential contamination that could affect the health of residents
now and later.
HACLA’s number one priority should be to
protect the health of current Jordan Downs
residents and given the recent example of
nearby Ujima Village, a contaminated and
now vacant HUD subsidized community,
HACLA should not take any shortcuts.
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LA COLECTIVA POR EL DERECHO HUMANO A LA VIVIENDA | JORDAN DOWNS

Pimeramente Salud
para los Inquilinos de
Jordan Downs
ESCRITO POR THELMY PEREZ Y LEONARDO VILCHIS
TRADUCIDO POR THELMY PEREZ

El 8 de octubre , Doug Guthrie , director ejecutivo de la Autoridad de Vivienda de la Ciudad
de Los Ángeles ( HACLA ) presentó un sombrío
futuro para los residentes de Sección 8 en el
Comité de Vivienda del Ayuntamiento. Habló
de la posibilidad del impago de 40 millones de
dólares por mes en pagos de subsidios de renta
a los dueños de Los Angeles que participan en
el programa de Sección 8 tan pronto como en
noviembre, si el cierre federal persiste. También
habló de una reducción en los subsidios para las
familias que dependen de Sección 8 lo cual resultara en aumentos de rentas para las familias
a partir de enero. Se espera ver un número sin
precedentes de desalojos de los residentes de
Sección 8 por “ no pagar “ la renta.
El actual presupuesto de HACLA para el
programa de Sección 8 está operando a 82 %
y HACLA busca sacar a recipientes fuera del
programa. Mientras tanto, el presupuesto para
el programa de vivienda pública de HACLA
“está totalmente financiado”, Guthrie aseguró
a los miembros del consejo. A pesar del fracaso
inminente del programa Sección 8 en Los Angeles, HACLA está ansiosamente avanzando con
la demolición y la privatización de 700 unidades
de vivienda pública en el desarrollo de Jordan
Downs en Watts. Se comprometen a reemplazar
esas 700 unidades con mas o menos700 unidades de Sección 8 para servir a las familias de
bajos ingresos.
¿Cuál es el impacto de los residentes? Mientras
HACLA se niega a responder a la pregunta
directamente, tenemos algunas ideas. La privatización de la vivienda pública significa un
cambio en el énfasis de servir a las necesidades
de los más pobres a concentrarse en los balances de las empresas privadas. Esto significa
el agotamiento de los derechos protegidos por
el gobierno federal de los inquilinos de vivienda pública. Además, significa la renuncia
de HACLA de sus responsabilidades hacia los
inquilinos de vivienda pública y los residentes
más pobres de Los Ángeles. Todo esto ha sido
experimentado en Los Angeles y en todo el país.
En el desarrollo Pueblo del Sol en Boyle Heights
(anteriormente Aliso Village), fueron demolidas
685 unidades de vivienda pública para construir
viviendas privadas y de Sección 8.
El desarrollo desplazó a más de 500 familias,
la Sección 8 fue transferido de los inquilinos al
desarrollador y una nueva gerencia agresiva
entró con una campaña dirigida a los desalojos
de los residentes originales de Aliso Village. A
lo largo de este proceso HACLA ignoraba las
preocupaciones de los inquilinos y apoyaba a la
nueva gerencia. Hoy en día, ellos están transportando en autobuses a inquilinos de Jordan
Downs a visitar Pueblo del Sol a ver los edificios
y decirles que esto es su futuro. Mientras que
las nuevas “casitas” se ven bastante bonitas,
poco saben los inquilinos de Jordan Downs que
Pueblo del Sol es un desarrollo en el que menos
de un tercio de los residentes de Aliso Village
lograron regresar.
Pero incluso el regreso de esos pocos residentes
antiguos de Aliso Village al nuevo Pueblo Del
Sol fue una victoria muy reñida. Ellos lucharon
en 1996 con la Unión de Vecinos (una organización de anclaje de la Colectiva de Vivienda)

en contra de la demolición y de la privatización
de su comunidad. Leyeron y estudiaron los
planes que anunciaban una nueva visión para
la vivienda pública con diferentes prioridades
donde la privatización estuvo en el centro de la
planificación y donde el impacto sobre las vidas
y las voces de los inquilinos era secundario.
Lucharon y se organizaron en Pueblo del Sol
para detener el gerente de llevar a cabo los desalojos ilegales en contra de los residentes originales de Aliso Village. Recientemente, la Unión
de Vecinos, como parte de la Colectiva tuvo que
luchar para detener la conversión de la vivienda
pública en Boyle Heights a la Sección 8.
Ahora, muchos residentes de Jordan Downs ,
que se enfrentan a las consecuencias de décadas
de abandono y falta de inversión en la comunidad , dan la bienvenida a la visión de un
“nuevo Jordan Downs .” Con la promesa de 2
mil millones de dólares de inversión, junto con
los nuevos servicios en el sitio (como clases de
GED, idiomas y computación) requeridos por
HUD como requisito previo para la solicitud
de la subvención “Iniciativa Choice Neighborhoods” de 30 millones de dólares, muchos
residentes disfrutan del sueño de vivir en una
nueva casa con sus familias a pesar de que se les
dice una y otra vez que ellos sólo “calificaran”
si se encuentran en “ buen estado”. Mientras
tanto, más de 1/3 de los residentes han informado (a organizadores de LA CAN y la Colectiva) que han recibido innumerables avisos
legales o de pre-desalojo como la señora Carmen que recibió uno por accidentalmente faltar
con 73 centavos en su cheque de renta. HACLA
todavía tiene que definir lo que significa “buen
estado” para los inquilinos y, además, HACLA
admitió recientemente que en el primer semestre de 2013 desalojó de manera desproporcionada a más residentes de Jordan Downs que
cualquier otro complejo de viviendas públicas
de su competencia. Eso no es sorprendente,
dado que, con todos los problemas con los subsidios de Sección 8, HACLA no tiene un plan
para proveer de vivienda que puede satisfacer
las necesidades de los residentes existentes y
en su lugar está siguiendo los protocolos de la
privatización experimentadas por los inquilinos
de vivienda pública en todo el país - desalojar
primero, explicar más adelante.
“Lo que queremos que los residentes de Jordan
Downs sepan es que no es demasiado tarde
para organizar y luchar para proteger a su
comunidad y asegurar su derecho humano a
una vivienda en el desarrollo actual y en el del
futuro”, dijo Delmira , ex luchadora de Aliso
Village. Delmira ha caminado los bloques de
Jordan Downs con otros organizadores de la
Colectiva, para motivar a los residentes a no
renunciar y a luchar por sus derechos de inquilino, su comunidad y su estabilidad de la
vivienda. Ella dice que cree que los residentes
de Jordan Downs tienen tiempo para desafiar a
la historia y asegurarse de que en esta ocasión,
todos los residentes actuales de Jordan Downs
permanezcan en su comunidad. La Colectiva,
mientras tanto, está ocupada organizando
inquilinos y aconsejando aquellos con los avisos
legales en un esfuerzo por detener los desalojos
en Jordan Downs y construir el poder inquilino.
También estamos trabajando para organizar y
proteger los derechos y las casas de inquilinos
de Sección 8. Nuestro Comité de toda la ciudad
de inquilinos de Viviendas Públicas y bajo Sección 8 se reúne el primer lunes de cada mes a
las 6:00PM en LA CAN -530 S. Main Street en el
centro de Los Ángeles.
Si usted desea participar en este esfuerzo, por
favor escriba el Colectivo en lahumanrighttohousing@gmail.com o llámenos al
818-835-1091
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Salud, Vivienda Pública
y el Medio Ambiente:

Foro Comunitario en Jordan Downs
Centro de Recreo/Gymnasio
9900 Grape Street, Los Angeles

22 de octubre de 2013
Acompáñenos para bocadillos a las 5PM

El programa empieza a las 5:30PM

Primeramente Salud para los
Inquilinos de Jordan Downs
En 2008, HACLA comenzó a prepararse para
comprar 21 acres de tierra tóxica en Watts. La
compra de $31 millones de dólares, conocido
como “La Fabrica”, ubicado justo en el centro
del desarrollo de vivienda pública, Jordan
Downs, sería la pieza central de los esfuerzos
de privatización de la comunidad a pesar de
las décadas de los usos industriales conocidos.
Esto permitiría a los promotores privados
para construir por lo menos el doble de la
cantidad actual de las viviendas en una “aldea
urbana” de ingresos mixtos planificada, que
HACLA vendería a los políticos y los medios de comunicación como “un nuevo día
en Watts.” Al parecer, la HACLA no pensó
bien en su compra a fondo y años de pleitos
entre los propietarios actuales y anteriores de
la “Factoria” dejan la misma pregunta que se
avecina: ¿quién se hará cargo del costo de la
contaminación?
En una reciente reunión de la comunidad
organizada por los supervisores de los esfuerzos de limpieza, el Departamento de Control
de Sustancias Tóxicas (aka: DTSC, por parte
de la Agencia de Protección Ambiental de
CA), muchos de los residentes expresaron su
frustración por la falta de información sobre
los efectos de la contaminación en la salud de
la comunidad. DTSC señaló que se encargaría
de supervisar la retirada de toda la tierra de la
superficie del terreno de 21 hectáreas, pero los
residentes, se preocupan por la contaminación
que se tirara en la comunidad.
Tanto DTSC y HACLA trataron de asegurarles a los residentes que no hay nada que preocuparse más que un poco de plomo y arsénico, pero en una comunidad que ha sentido por
mucho tiempo los efectos de la contaminación
asfixiante en la zona (hay más de dos docenas
de sitios de limpieza dentro de un radio de
dos millas sin incluir los contaminantes sitios
que aún no están en el proceso), que no es lo
suficientemente bueno. La Colectiva, consciente de la contaminación y de los temores que
existen en la comunidad ha involucrado a
nuestros aliados de Justicia Ambiental (EJ) en
profundizar en el tema. No sólo hay preocupaciones acerca de las toxinas conocidas, pero
algunos de nuestros aliados creen firmemente
que la HACLA y sus contratistas no han probado a fondo la zona y que la simple eliminación de la tierra y el transporte por carretera
a otras comunidades pobres y contaminadas
no se ocupa de otra posible contaminación
que podría afectar a la salud de los residentes
ahora y después.
La prioridad número uno de la HACLA debe
ser la protección de la salud de los residentes
de Jordan Downs y dado el reciente ejemplo
de la cercana aldea Ujima, una comunidad
contaminada y ahora vacante subsidiada por
HUD, HACLA no debe tomar ningún atajo.
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It’s Only My Opinion,
but...
WRITTEN BY AL SABO

Denmark: A recent study reveals that the
happiest people in the world live there. Why
Denmark? 1. Homelessness: Only 61 homeless
people in the entire country. 2. Healthcare: Everyone has it. 3. Employment: Everyone has a
job. This is made possible by a thirty hour work
week, six month maternity leave for both parents and ten weeks vacation after only one year
of employment. 4. Wealth: Everyone shares in
it. Living wage means lower profit margins for
businesses, but larger gross profit. Since everyone has more money to spend, business and the
economy are booming.
Socialism: The wealthy and Republicans believe
socialism is a bad word. The corporate magnates would rather have you invest in the stock
market, thus making them richer. The wealthy
claim Medicare, now coupled with Obamacare,
will bankrupt the nation. What they really
worry about is that because of these programs

A Statement of Solidarity
with the South African ShackDwellers Movement from U.S.
Human Rights Organizations
and Call to Action
WRITTEN BY THE NATIONAL ECONOMIC & SOCIAL
RIGHTS INITIATIVE

On September 30th, Abahlali baseMjondolo
(Abahlali) was engaged in protesting the demolition of over 100 homes and the forced evictions
of families from the Cato Crest informal settlement. The settlement, where an estimated 500
people gathered for the protest, is located about
seven kilometers from the city center of Durban
in the South African province KwaZuluNatal. It
is our understanding from Abahlali and various news sources that the Cato Manor police
responded with such force that a 17-year-old girl
who was part of the protest – Nqobile Nzuza
– was shot and killed. Additionally, two other
women appear to have been injured by gunshots. When the General Secretary of Abahlali,
Bandile Mdlalose, arrived at the scene to extend
her condolences to the Nzuza family, she was
immediately arrested. Abahlali reports that this
is the third death the movement has experienced
in the last year as a result of taking solidarity
actions with families resisting forced displacement from Cato Crest. Residents are also under
continuous threats and face serious beatings by
the police (see abahlali.org).
Abahlali is a poor people’s human rights organization led by thousands of South Africa’s shackdwellers. Abahlali works to protect and fulfill
shack-dwellers’ rights, including the human
rights to adequate housing, freedom from forced
eviction, and participation in public decisionmaking. The movement seeks to ensure that
post-apartheid South Africa protects communities from abuse, using a range of strategies from
mass mobilizations to legal strategies seeking to
enforce the South African constitution’s protection of social and economic rights to achieve
their goals. Abahlali are calling on supporters
of human rights in South Africa and around
the world to show global solidarity with their
struggle for the recognition of universal housing rights – a right codified in the South African
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OPINION
they may finally have to pay a fair share of our
tax burden. Due to tax loopholes, many of them
now pay little or no taxes.
US Government: As long as the people are represented in Congress by the wealthy, programs
beneficial to all will never or at least rarely be
instituted. The poor and the middle class are
victims of taxation without representation.
Violent Society: All of the police or jails in the
world will not stop violence. Restarting the war
on poverty will lead us in the right direction.
Fully funding public education through college,
providing affordable housing for all, providing rehab programs when needed, and putting
everyone to work at a living wage by initiating
programs like the ones I previously mentioned
that exist in Denmark would end this downward spiral. Would you rather fund workable
programs or would you rather live in fear?
Tea Party: Conservatives who would rather
shut down the government than fund Obamacare. These dittoheads led by Republican Senator Cruz of Texas want to take our country back
to the 50s when bigotry and racism abounded
and White people ruled the country. Paying
constitution – and freedom from forced evictions in the face of escalating and ongoing state
repression.
As human rights organizations that work on
economic and social rights in the United States,
including the human right to housing, we are
gravely concerned at the accounts of violence
against Abahlali members and supporters and
wholeheartedly stand in solidarity with our
brothers and sisters in struggle.
Many of our organizations and our allies
throughout the United States have had the
honor and privilege to meet with the incredible
representatives of Abahlali. In November 2010,
S’bu Zikode, the then-president of Abahlali,
visited the United States as part of a six-city
tour. During his trip, Mr. Zikode was welcomed
with warmth, respect and admiration by over 30
grassroots organizations, including many of our
partners and allies. He was also recognized and
hosted at several distinguished universities and
legal organizations, such as the University of
Chicago, Cornell University, the Center for Constitutional Rights and the American Civil Liberties Union. In September 2012, we were thrilled
again to receive two inspiring youth leaders of
Abahlali, Zodwa Nsibande and Mnikelo Ndabankulu, for a month-long U.S. screening tour of
the award-winning documentary Dear Mandela,
which features the movement’s struggle for basic
human rights in the face of repressive forces, and
which was supported by international human
rights organizations such as Amnesty International. Mr. Zikode was forced in 2009 to go into
hiding due to threats of assassination; his shack
in Kennedy Road was destroyed the same year.
Despite this history, Abahlali reports that on
October 6th a newspaper recklessly published a
photo of Mr. Zikode’s home, along with his address, placing him in further danger.
We wholeheartedly support Abahlali’s call on
the South African government to put an end
to the threats, arrests, arbitrary detentions and
violence that Abahlali members and supporters
have faced since the origins of their movement
in 2005. We support the call for justice for Ms.
Mdlalose, as well as other members and supporters of Abahlali, whose unyielding commitment to securing and upholding human rights
for all people serves as an inspiration to human
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taxes is a no-no for them. Why should they pay
for programs that benefit the needy? They have
it all, yet don’t want you to get it, especially if
you are a person of color.
Marissa Alexander: Finally some good news
for this Black woman from Florida who was
sentenced to twenty years in prison for firing a
warning shot in the ceiling to thwart an attack
by her abusive husband. She was granted a
new trial by a Court of Appeals. Florida, let’s
get it right this time. Since she’s already served
three years of an unjust sentence, let’s not have
another trial. Just dismiss all charges.
Lane Kiffin: Failing in Oakland and Tennessee should have disqualified him for the USC
coaching job. That said, others who failed,
such as Bill Belichick in Cleveland and even
Pete Carroll who failed in New England, were
given second chances. They learned from their
mistakes and became successful. Kiffin never
learned from his. Perhaps he never will.
These are only my personal opinions. If you want
to agree with or counter these positions, send
your comments to The Community Connection,
Attn: Al 530 S. Main St. 90013
rights activists around the world.
October 7th was World Habitat Day: a day designated by the United Nations to bringing global
awareness to the human right to adequate housing. An estimated one billion people lack adequate housing around the world, many of whom
have little to no security of tenure and face the
constant threat of forced eviction. “Forced evictions” are defined by the UN Committee on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights as “the
permanent or temporary removal against their
will of individuals, families and/or communities
from the homes and/or land which they occupy,
without the provision of, and access to appropriate forms of legal or other protection.”
Ms. Mdlalose was finally released on bail on the
7th, but the situation for her, others in Abahlali
and the residents of Cato Crest remains perilous.
We urge human rights organizations, and everyone concerned with economic and social rights
and the right to protest to respond to Abahlali’s
call and stand in solidarity with our brothers
and sisters in South Africa’s shack-dwellers’
movement (see this open letter of solidarity published on October 2nd in the Mail & Guardian
by Professor Noam Chomsky of Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, along with other notable
academics). Abahlali members and supporters
courageously face repressive state action regularly. They are now under violent attack as they
struggle to end poverty, seek to ensure fundamental human needs are met, and work to make
human rights a reality for all people everywhere.
Human rights defenders everywhere must stand
with them.
Signed,
Center for Constitutional Rights
Chicago Anti-Eviction Campaign
Domestic Workers United
Freedom Inc., Madison
Grassroots International
Housing is a Human Right
Los Angeles Community Action Network
Media Mobilizing Project
National Economic and Social Rights Initiative
Operation Welcome Home, Madison
Picture the Homeless, New York
Poverty Initiative
Right to Housing Alliance, Baltimore
Take Back the Land Madison
United Workers
Vermont Workers Center
Western Regional Advocacy Project
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The Battle for Wall Street
WRITTEN BY ADAM RICE

The ring of a bicycle bell chimes repeatedly
through the air - breaking the monotony of the
muzak version of “La Cucaracha” resounding in
loops from a stopped ice cream truck. Both are lost
amongst the excited chatter of the large crowd congregating in an alley just off Main and 99th Streets
as those gathered shelter themselves in thin layers
of shade from the heat of the late July sun. Around
the corner, a woman in curlers argues with a
young man with tattoos and large plugs in his ears,
“Your boss is a thief, and you ain’t nothing but his
lackey.” Ariana Alcaraz, of the L.A. Anti-Eviction
Campaign (L.A.A.E.C), checks her phone repeatedly, waiting for the go signal. The final battle for
Wall Street is about to begin - Wall Street in South
Los Angeles, that is.
Two weeks earlier, on July 12, 2013, three men sat
in a car on Wall Street just south of 99th St. in South
Los Angeles, stalking the movements of Ms. Cathelene Hughes. As soon as Ms. Hughes left to attend
a function at her church, the men crept quickly
to her door, broke in, and ILLEGALLY changed
the locks. These men were not unknown to Ms.
Hughes. They worked for Strategic Acquisitions,
agents of Colony Realty, which is owned and operated by Thomas Barrack of Santa Barbara. Colony
had purchased the title to her home for pennies on
the dollar at a trustee’s sale in August 2012.
After being informed by a neighbor what was
happening, the 71years young Ms. Hughes immediately called both the Los Angeles County
Sheriff’s Department and the LAPD and attempted
to file reports in person. As instructed by LAPD,
she waited in front of her home for three hours for
a lieutenant to arrive and do his duty under the
law - to reverse the lockout- all the while frantically
making phone calls and looking for a safe place
to spend the night with her pet chihuahua Prince,
who was locked in the house when the investors
changed the locks. As the warm sunlight gave way
to the cold darkness, Ms. Hughes called the police
station again. The lieutenant wasn’t coming.
Ms. Hughes was another victim of bank fraud. Her
income was inflated on her loan application, and
her mortgage nearly doubled after just two years.
“I was denied a modification ten times because my
loan was adjusting. I had no idea it was an adjustable. A guy from Countrywide called and told me
that it was adjusting a couple weeks before they
did it. Then he explained the situation to me.” She
paid thousands of dollars to people promising to
negotiate modifications. Bank of America, which
took over her original lender Countrywide in 2008,
sold her house to Colony Realty - even as her bankruptcy application, which would have given her
time to find an attorney, was pending in court.
In February 2013, Colony, under the subsidiary
Colfin AI CA 5, an LLC which Colony uses to
acquire properties in dispute, evicted Ms. Hughes
from her home. Even though she had been working with a social worker from Adult Protective
Services, the only housing available to her was a
temporary homeless shelter. She had played by
the rules her whole life - worked within the system
as far as she could go, done everything she was
asked to do - yet still, she had lost her home. She
had learned too late that “the system isn’t made to
help us, only to exploit us until we have nothing
left, then they throw us away.” That was when Ms.
Cathelene Hughes decided to change the rules.
She joined the Los Angeles Anti-Eviction Campaign, a human rights organization dedicated
to fostering a culture of self defense against the

Ms. Hughes and her supporters confronting LAPD Officers who were on hand to protect the interest of the banks.

exploitation of poor communities, and filed a suit
for title against Deutsche Bank, Bank of America,
and Colony, as well as an eviction lawsuit against
Peter Baher, CEO of Strategic on the basis of fraud.
She obtained a judgment and a writ of execution
against Baher, and on March 6 the L.A. Sheriff’s
Department allowed her to move back into her
vacant home.
Ms. Hughes wasted no time during the few peaceful weeks after reclaiming her home. She opened
an Anti-Eviction Campaign office in her garage,
helping several of her neighbors stop their evictions, and holding community events and meetings in both English and Spanish - successfully
bridging the language and culture gap between
longtime neighbors who until recently had been
strangers to one another.
Over the next four months, amid constant harassment and attempted intimidation by agents of
Colony and Strategic, Ms. Hughes went about
proving that the system is prejudiced against
anyone attempting to fight an eviction as a defendant. Even after filing 5 separate ex-parte motions
and attending almost a dozen court hearings,
billionaire Thomas Barrack still could not manage
to legally re-evict her. The only way for Colony
to regain control of the property they had helped
Deutsch and B of A steal from Ms. Hughes was to
send their thugs to perform an illegal lock out.
It’s now July 29 and the crowd in the alley - joined
by friends and neighbors, as well as supporters
from Los Angeles Community Action Network,
Revolutionary Autonomous Communities, LA
Human Right to Housing Collective, and Occupy
Fights Foreclosure - has swelled to over 50. Around
the corner, Ms. Hughes continues to argue with
the man with the plugs, one of the Strategic agents
who preformed the illegal lock out. He insists that
she finish moving her things in the next 10 minutes
- warning her that whatever she can’t pack in that
time will go in the trash - to which Ms. Hughes, her
son, Dion, and the two L.A.A.E.C. members in the
house respond with disregard.
As he steps outside to call more employees, in an
attempt to intimidate his point home, Ms. Hughes
looks at one of her fellow organizers and nods her
head. A text is sent immediately, “GO”. The crowd
begins to move quickly up the block, a group of
neighborhood children with “No Displacement
Zone” signs taped to the handlebars of their bikes
lead the way, proclaiming loudly, “WE WANT
FREEDOM!!” The crowd rounds the corner and
swarms into the house, pushing the shocked agent
out of the yard and into the street. “Who’s house?
MS. HUGHES HOUSE!”
The Strategic agent retreats down the street to
call the police as expected. Some of Ms. Hughes’s
supporters set up a popcorn maker and a hot dog
machine while others help her finish moving her
things out of the house. More neighbors flock to
her house, joining the festive atmosphere. The
crowd continues to chant loudly “FIGHT! FIGHT!
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FIGHT! HOUSING IS A HUMAN RIGHT!”
Within 15 minutes, an LAPD lieutenant arrives
with 35 officers in tow. They are greeted by Eric
Post, a representative of the National Lawyer’s
Guild, who has courteously printed out the law on
illegal lock outs and is more than ready to explain
it in great detail to every officer on scene. While the
police block off the street to prevent more neighbors from joining the crowd, Ms. Hughes finishes
loading her meager possessions into a U-Haul.
A line of 15 police move in and are visibly surprised when the crowd shifts to let them through.
This action was never about keeping her home.,
which would have been impossible with all the
laws favoring the banks. Ms. Hughes did this to
prove a point, and the LAPD, in their attempts to
criminalize her legal and constitutionally protected
activity, proved it better than she ever could have
alone. The crowd gathers on the corners outside
the police line. A neighbor speak up, “Somebody
tried to break into my house last month, the police
never came, I had to go down to the station to file
a report, but they come out in force like this just to
kick an elder out of her house? It’s ridiculous.” Another chimes in, “The only time we see the police is
when they’re attacking us.”
Ms. Hughes, along with millions of others across
the country, was yet another victim of the largest
scam in world history. Thomas Barrack was one of
countless investors whose greed nearly caused the
collapse of the world economy. He is now profiting
from his crimes by buying properties distressed
by the market conditions that he helped create at
a fraction of their value (Colfin has acquired over
7000 trustee’s deeds just since June 2011). Colony
and Deutsche Bank are now gearing up to bundle
these rental contracts into securities - creating yet
another bubble that will put many more people
on the streets when it bursts. But have dozens of
officers ever shown up at his home? No.
Malcolm X once said, “In America, Democracy
is hypocrisy.” Through her actions, Ms. Hughes
proved to her friends and neighbors that this is
true. She has still not been able to secure long
term housing. When asked what was next for her,
she selflessly replied, “Well, there are still a lot of
people who need help.”
As she stated in a letter circulated to her community earlier that July day, “Yes, I am tired. I am tired
of being victimized, I am tired of being intimidated, I am tired of being afraid, I am tired of allowing
more and more vital things to be taken away while
keeping quiet, desperately trying to hold on to the
meager things I need to survive. I am tired of the
police we pay to protect us instead protecting those
who exploit and attack us. While I may legally be
able to do what I have done today, I do not do this
for myself. I do this to give you an example of how
to fight back, because only if we stand together can
we win.”
“Peace to you, if you are willing to fight for it.” Ramona Hampton
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Homeless Bill of Rights Campaign
Continued from page 1

L.A. Organizations Gather to Expand
Homeless Bill of Rights Campaign

Word in the Hood
Why do you think it's important that California create a
Homeless Bill of Rights? What are you personally willing to
do to contribute to the Homeless Bill of Rights Campaign?

The day began with a review of last year’s legislation, which included the success of getting Assembly Bill 5 (sponsored by Tom Ammiano) passed out of
the Judiciary Committee as well as the ultimate defeat as the bill, which like
many other pieces of state legislation, got caught in the Assembly Appropriations Committee. The event also included a panel of speakers featuring Paul
Boden from the Western Regional Advocacy Project (which is coordinating the
statewide Homeless Bill of Rights Campaign), John Jackson of Hunger Action
LA, and Joe Thomas of LA CAN, who was able to speak as someone who is
directly impacted by the issues that the campaign is attempting to address.

Luis

However, the most important part of the day came when those in attendance
broke into small groups to do some planning around next steps and strategies on how to move the campaign forward. The main priorities that came out
of these groups were 1.) Holding local direct actions to bring attention to the
problem of criminalizing homelessness; 2.) Conducting outreach to get more
organizational endorsers; 3.) Improving messaging so that we can effectively
communicate our campaign to different audiences; and 4.) Securing support
from local and state elected officials.

Mariel

The group didn’t waste any time getting started on next steps, as the event
closed with attendees signing a large letter of support that was delivered to
the office of State Assembly Speaker John Perez on October 10, World Homeless Day.

Tanuka

There are many more events planned for the next few months. So if you or
your organization would like to endorse the campaign and get involved,
please contact Becky, Steve, or Eric at 213.228.0024 or come by the LA CAN office located at 530 S. Main St. For more information on the statewide
campaign, visit wraphome.org.

Badger

“I think we need a Homeless Bill of Rights
because Los Angeles has the largest
homeless population and people don’t give
a damn. The police are arresting people for
being homeless while people are just
struggling to get something to eat. We need
to help homeless people out.”
“It is important because it would give voice
to those without power - to the most
disenfranchised. Many of these individuals
have themselves made personal sacrifices,
like homeless vets who have fought for our
freedom. I am personally willing to
contribute my time, energy, and voice.”
“The increase of gentrification and the concentration of corporate interests means that
homeless residents are increasingly targeted
by Business Improvement Districts and law
enforcement. The are being forced to vacate
‘valuable real estate.’ We can’t allow that to
happen. The HBR would provide crucial protections to those who need it most. The next
step will be securing housing as a human right
for everyone.”
“Fighting for the rights of the unhoused is absolutely essential because the unhoused are among
the most marginalized in our society. Most of us
know the priorities in our society are in direct
contradiction to human needs. All the money and
resources that go to war, policing, and the PrisonIndustrial Complex need to go to meet people’s
needs, like shelter, food, and clothing.”

fas

Community Calendar
Oct 22
Oct 22
Oct 29
Oct 30
Nov 1
Nov 2

Nov 13
Nov 15
Dec 6
Dec 11

5pm Jordan Downs Town Hall at 9900 Grape St.
7:30pm Alexandria Tenant Meeting in the Palm Court.

5:30pm Take Back the Night!

Team Food and Garden Meetings First and Third Thursday of every month at 10:30 am

October / November 2013 Community Connection Team

530 S. Main Street, Ground Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90013
(213) 228-0024
www.cangress.org

WEBSITE
cangress.wordpress.org
BLOG
BECOME A
FAN OF LA CAN
SEND US A TWEET
@LACANetwork

5:30pm Pueblo Del Rio Tenant Meeting at James
Slauson Park

Downtown Women’s Action Coalition Meetings The Second Tuesday of every month at 3:30pm

10am -12pm Homeless Bill of Rights Campaign Meeting. Location TBA.

To contact LA CAN or find out more
about our work and how to support
us, write or visit us online:

6pm Resident (ROC) Meeting at LA CAN

Housing Committee Meetings - Every Monday at 10:30am

6 pm Resident (ROC) Meeting at LA CAN

Ana Murillo
Kwazi Nkrumah
Thelmy Perez
Adam Rice
Al Sabo
Karl Scott
Carolyn Shaugaard

6pm Resident (ROC) Meeting at LA CAN

Civil Rights Committee Meetings - Every Monday at 1pm

5:00pm Homeless Bill of Rights Action in support of
Hollywood food line

Bilal Ali
Eric Ares
Deborah Burton
Becky Dennison
Steve Diaz
General Dogon
Sean Gregory

5:30pm Pueblo Del Rio Tenant Meeting at James
Slauson Park

JoJo Smith
Joe Thomas
Leonardo Vilchis
Wesley Walker
Pete White

Interested in writing or contributing to the
Community Connection? Have a response to an
article or piece you’d like to share? Know of a
pressing community issue we should be covering?

Contact us at 213.228.0024 or drop by the
LA CAN offices, located at 530 S. Main St.

Editorial Policy:
The Community Connection is a street newspaper and a member of the North American
Street Newspaper Association and the International Network of Street Papers. The Los
Angeles Community Action Network (LA CAN) is a membership organization comprised
of low-income, homeless and formerly homeless residents living in Downtown and South
Los Angeles, and surrounding communities. LA CAN’s staff and core members write many
articles that appear in the Community Connection. These generally appear without a byline,
attributed to LA CAN as a collective.
Articles by contributors who are not LA CAN core members and/or personal
opinion/experience articles receive a byline. These articles do not necessarily represent the
views, opinions and perspectives of the Los Angeles Community Action Network.
All articles and artwork may be reproduced with permission only;
please contact Pete White @ (213) 228-0024 or petew@cangress.org.
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The Struggle for Human Rights in Skid Row, South LA, and Beyond
2013: A Year in Photos Page 12

Community Rallies in Response to
City Council Attack on the Right to
Share Food
WRITTEN BY KARL SCOTT AND GENERAL DOGON

Former LAPD Chief Bratton Takes His
Discriminatory Policies Back to New York
after being named NYPD’s “Top Cop” page 9

Page 3

TO YOUR HEALTH: THE
BENEFITS OF TEA AND THE
CASE AGAINST SODA

Page 4

WHY DOES HACLA CONTINUE TO
MISLEAD JORDAN DOWNS
RESIDENTS ABOUT ON SITE CONTAMINATION?

Page 9

HOMELESS VETERANS STILL ON THE FRONT LINES

A growing coalition of Southern California organizations, including
LA CAN, are working to build a California Homeless Bill of Rights
(HBR) Campaign. The urgent need for the HBR became even more
clear in mid-October when Los Angeles City Councilmember Tom
LaBonge proposed a motion that could potentially prohibit groups
from serving meals in public spaces across the city. Unfortunately
this is nothing new, as these sort of public feeding bans pop up in
major cities across the country in recent years.
This particular motion first came to light when a small group of
residents in Hollywood began to complain about the Greater West
Hollywood Food Coalition’s (GWHFC) food line. The GWHFC is
a completely volunteer run organization that has served hot, nutritious meals to homeless and hungry residents in the Hollywood
area for over 25 years (without ever missing a meal). Rather than
come up with a solution that works for everyone, Councilmember
LaBonge chose to attack not only this group but the Right to Share
Food across the city with his motion to restrictively legislate how
food programs can operate.

Continued on page 7
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La Vivienda En Vela

WRITTEN BY STEVE DIAZ

ESCRITO POR STEVE DIAZ | TRADUCIDO POR THELMY PEREZ

Huntington Hotel

Huntington Hotel

In November, the Honorable Richard Rico of the Los Angeles Superior Court
approved a $1.5 million settlement in a lawsuit brought against the owners of the
Huntington Hotel in downtown Los Angeles. The lawsuit was brought by the Legal
Aid Foundation of Los Angeles (LAFLA) and Steptoe & Johnson LLP, on behalf of
individual tenants and the Los Angeles Community Action Network. The lawsuit
was based on the unlawful displacement of at least 60 low-income tenants living
in downtown LA. The tenants alleged that after an ownership change, they were
subjected to illegal rent increases, discrimination, harassment and retaliation as the
owner attempted to force them out by circumventing tenant rights and protections.
Many of the displaced tenants were elderly and/or persons with disabilities and
many became homeless due to the illegal displacement.

En noviembre, el Honorable Richard Rico de la Corte Superior de Los Ángeles
aprobó un acuerdo de $ 1.5 millones en una demanda presentada en contra de los
propietarios del Hotel Huntington en el Centro de Los Angeles. La demanda fue
presentada por la Fundación de Ayuda Legal de Los Angeles (LAFLA) y Steptoe
& Johnson LLP, en nombre de inquilinos individuales y LA CAN. La demanda se
basa en el desplazamiento ilegal de por lo menos 60 inquilinos de bajos ingresos
que viven en el Centro de LA. Los inquilinos alegaron que después de un cambio
de dueño, ellos fueron expuestos a aumentos de renta ilegales, discriminación,
acoso y represalias como el dueño trató de forzarlos a desalojar a través de las
violaciones a sus derechos y protecciones del inquilino. Muchos de los inquilinos
desplazados eran personas mayores o/y personas con discapacidad, y muchos se
convirtieron en personas sin hogar debido al desplazamiento ilegal.

The settlement includes monetary relief for individual plaintiffs’ emotional distress
and statutory damages, and a relocation fund for many of the displaced Huntington
tenants.

El acuerdo incluye el alivio monetario por la angustia emocional y daños legales
a los demandantes individuales un fondo de reubicación para muchos de los
inquilinos desplazados del Huntington.

During the course of the litigation, filed in December 2011, LA CAN and tenants
won three preliminary injunctions, based on the legal rental amounts of the units,
disability and source of income discrimination, and the right of one individual
tenant to return to her unit after an unlawful eviction.

Durante el curso del litigio, archivado en diciembre de 2011, LA CAN y los
inquilinos ganaron tres medidas cautelares, en base a las cantidades legales de las
rentas de las unidades, la discapacidad y las raíces de la discriminación por los
ingresos, y el derecho de un inquilino individual a regresar a su unidad después
de un desalojo ilegal.

Though the lawsuit and settlement won’t address all of the harms endured, it has
provided some relief to tenants and sends a message to landlords that they cannot
treat extremely low-income tenants any way they want and definitely cannot
overlook the power of organized tenants. LA CAN will continue to fight against
displacement and gentrification, and take action against those who violate tenant
rights.

A pesar de que la demanda y el acuerdo no se ocupará de todos los daños
sufridos, sí proporciona algo de alivio a los inquilinos y envía un mensaje a los
dueños de que ellos no pueden maltratar a los inquilinos de extremadamente
bajos ingresos como quieran y definitivamente no pueden ignorar el poder de los
inquilinos organizados. LA CAN seguirá luchando contra el desplazamiento y la
gentrificación (aburguesamiento), y adoptar medidas contra quienes violan los
derechos de los inquilinos.

Pueblo Del Rio Public Housing Community

Pueblo Del Rio Pública Vivienda Comunitaria

LA CAN’s Pueblo Del Rio tenant committee launched a community improvement
campaign on October 11th, which was highlighted in the last edition of the
Community Connection. The campaign is focused on improving community
health and safety by increasing stop signs, speed bumps and lighting. Committee
members have been actively engaging other neighbors through a petition
supporting these goals. In mid-November, the 175 signatures secured to date were
submitted directly to Sanford Riggs, Director of Housing Services at the Housing
Authority, and Pueblo del Rio’s Property Manager and Maintenance Supervisor. At
this meeting, tenants presented their concerns and asked for support for the
campaign. The proposals were supported generally by Housing Authority staff,
though there were some questions that needed to be investigated before full support
could be secured. This conversation will continue with the Housing Authority
as well as Councilmember Price’s staff in the coming weeks, and tenants are
committed to working together until all of the goals are achieved.

El Comité de Inquilinos del Pueblo Del Rio de LA CAN lanzó una campaña para
mejorar la comunidad el 11 de octubre, que se destacó en la última edición de
esta publicación. La campaña se centra en mejorar la salud y la seguridad de la
comunidad mediante el aumento de las señales de alto, reductores de velocidad
(topes) y la iluminación. Los miembros del Comité han activamente involucrado
a otros vecinos a través de una petición de apoyo a estos objetivos. En noviembre,
las 175 firmas realizadas hasta la fecha se presentaron directamente a Sanford
Riggs, Director de Servicios de Vivienda de la Autoridad de la Vivienda, y el
Gerente de Pueblo del Rio y al Supervisor de Mantenimiento. En esta reunión,
los inquilinos presentaron sus preocupaciones y pidieron apoyo a la campaña.
Las propuestas fueron apoyadas generalmente por el personal de la Autoridad
de Vivienda, aunque había algunas preguntas que deben ser investigadas antes
de que el apoyo pleno se pudiera conseguir. Esta conversación continuará con la
Autoridad de la Vivienda, así como el personal del Concejal Price en las próximas
semanas, y los inquilinos se han comprometido a trabajar juntos hasta que todos
los objetivos se logran.

In addition to the stop signs, speed bumps and lighting, the bridge across Long
Beach Boulevard which links one side of the development to the other was another
issue brought up at the meeting between tenants and management. This bridge,
which is owned by the MTA, is most often messy and unsafe. Tenants asked for
support to clean up this bridge as an example of how the tenant committee can
make a difference in improving our community. Housing Authority staff agreed
to support the work, and to honor the volunteer work committed as official
community service hours. Lastly, tenant committee members informed HACLA
management of a great new project started several months ago by LA CAN –
the weekly Pueblo Del Rio community produce market held every Wednesday
from 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm at the James Slauson community center. Overall, the
tenants’ work over the past couple of months has achieved steps toward meeting
the campaign goals, but we need more people to get involved to be sure we are
successful!   The tenant committee meets on the second Wednesday of every month
at 5:30 pm at the James Slauson community center, or call Debbie or Steve for more
information at (213) 228-0024.

Además de las señales de alto, los topes y la iluminación, el puente a través de
Long Beach Boulevard que une a un lado de el proyecto al otro era otro asunto
planteado en la reunión entre los inquilinos y de gestión. Este puente, que es
propiedad de MTA, se encuentra frecuentemente sucio e inseguro. Los inquilinos
pidieron apoyo para limpiar este puente como un ejemplo de cómo el comité de
inquilinos puede hacer una diferencia en el mejoramiento de nuestra comunidad.
El personal de la Autoridad de Vivienda acordó en apoyar el trabajo, y honrar
el trabajo de voluntarios comprometido como horas oficiales de servicios
comunitarios. Por último, los miembros del comité informaron a HACLA de
un nuevo proyecto excelente que se inició hace varios meses por LA CAN - el
mercado semanal de productos que se realiza en el centro comunitario James
Slauson cada miércoles de 1:00-3:00. En general, el trabajo de los inquilinos en el
último par de meses ha logrado pasos hacia el cumplimiento de los objetivos de
la campaña, ¡pero necesitamos más gente a participar para estar seguros de que
tengamos éxito! El comité de inquilinos se reúne el segundo miércoles de cada mes
a las 5:30 pm en el centro comunitario James Slauson, o llame a Debbie o Steve
para más información al (213 ) 228 - 0024.

Rosslyn Hotel

Rosslyn Hotel

The Rosslyn Hotel has been under construction, part of a renovation and
preservation project by SRO Housing Cooperation. The project is intended to
improve the Rosslyn, adding amenities like kitchenettes and upgrading electrical
and plumbing systems, while also preserving low rents and maintaining current
tenants. LA CAN members were in strong support of the project when the funding
was allocated and remain committed to achieving the goals of the project. However,
the construction issues and new management policies have been causing concern
among many tenants. Many tenants are not satisfied with the implementation
of new policies without written notice, the new security guards, and the lack
of information about the changing timelines of the construction.    If you are a
tenant of the Rosslyn Hotel and you share these concerns, visit LA CAN for more
information and to document your individual pressing issues. A tenant meeting
with SRO Housing Management representatives will be held on Wednesday,
January 8 at 5:00pm, which is an opportunity to solve any tenant issues.

El Hotel Rosslyn ha estado bajo construcción, que forma parte de un proyecto
de renovación y preservación de la Corporacion SRO Housing. El proyecto
tiene por objetivo mejorar el Rosslyn, añadiendo comodidades como cocinitas
y modernizando los sistemas eléctricos y de plomería, y al mismo tiempo
preservando las rentas bajas y el preservando los actuales inquilinos. Los
miembros de la CAN LA estaban en el fuerte apoyo del proyecto cuando la
financiación se asignó y comprometidos a las metas del proyecto. Sin embargo,
los problemas con la construcción y las políticas de la nueva administración han
causado preocupación entre muchos inquilinos. Muchos inquilinos no están
satisfechos con la implementación de las nuevas políticas sin un aviso por escrito,
las nuevas guardias de seguridad, y la falta de información sobre los cambios en la
duración de la construcción. Si usted es un inquilino del Hotel Rosslyn y comparte
estas preocupaciones, visite LA CAN para más información y para documentar
sus problemas individuales serios. Una reunión con con representantes de la
administración de SRO se llevará a cabo el miércoles 8 de enero, a las 5:00 y es una
oportunidad de resolver cualquier problema de inquilinos.
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City of Los Angeles
Human Relations
Commission to Hold
Public Hearings on
LAPD’s Suspicious
Activity Reporting
Program

CIVIL RIGHTS | COMMUNITY HEALTH

WRITTEN BY HAMID KHAN

On October 10, 2013 the LA City Human
Relations Commission (HRC) passed an historic motion to hold public hearings on the
Los Angeles Police Department’s (LAPD)
“Suspicious Activity Reporting (SAR) program, Gang Injunctions, and other public
safety issues” with the overall theme centered around “profiling.” This will be one
of the first local public hearings in the nation
to focus on the government’s SAR program,
which originated in Los Angeles and is now
in 46 states across the country.
The motion also requires the HRC board to
draft a letter to LAPD Commissioners, stat-

ing their “concerns regarding SAR, and the
detrimental impact it has on various communities throughout the city,” and to “submit findings and recommendations upon
completion of the hearings to HRC board.”   

sample of race/descent data, over 82% of
SARs were filed on individuals belonging to
racial groups identified as non-white. The
largest number of SARs were filed on African-Americans.

The Stop LAPD Spying Coalition led the
effort in advocating for these public hearings and acknowledges the HRC decision
as a major step forward in bringing to light
LAPD policies of surveillance and information gathering. The Human Relations
Commission’s decision came after dozens of
community members shared their concerns
with HRC about the dire impact of LAPD’s
SAR policies such as racial profiling, invasion of privacy, and violation of civil liberties.

On October 29th, coalition members testified
before the Los Angeles Police Commission,
including its new members appointed by
Mayor Eric Garcetti. During public comment, coalition members called on the Police
Commission to uphold the public trust and
ensure that LAPD does not attempt to derail
these public hearings that will be convened
by the Human Relations Commission. Coalition members urged the Police Commission to direct the LAPD to operate with full
transparency, honesty, and accountability in
the HRC’s implementation of public hearings on the SAR program.

LAPD’s SAR program, known as Special
Order 1, and the iWATCH “See Something,
Say Something” programs require LAPD officers to open secret files and initiate formal
investigations on people engaging in many
innocent non-criminal activities such as
taking pictures, using binoculars, drawing
diagrams, using video cameras, and taking notes. Notably, a March 2013 Office
of Inspector General audit of LAPD’s SAR
program revealed that, out of a four month

To Your Health:
Have Some Tea With Me?

Tea has a high oxygen radical absorbance capacity, which helps
destroy free radicals that damage DNA in the body. Free radicals
are associated with causing heart disease, cancer and neurological degeneration.

“Real tea is derived from a particular plant Camellia sinensis
and includes only four varieties: green, black, white, and oolong.
Anything else (like herbal “tea”) is an infusion of a different
plants and isn’t technically tea.”
- “13 Reasons Why Tea is Good For You” | Time.com

There is also one basic benefit that may seem obvious or that we
take for granted - the simple fact that tea is mostly HOT Water,
which kills many germs and keeps your warm on chilly days.

Fine by me! It so happens that I cannot consume tea, but I can enjoy any herbal infusion. But for those lucky ones who can imbibe
exotic black, white, green and oolong teas, there are many benefits to be gained.

So take the time to warm water or purchase a cup at a local shop
because tea has so much to offer, and it’s delicious!

The Case Against
Soda

soda manufacturers have been increasing
the phosphoric acid levels in soda products
over past few DECADES doesn’t help to
improve your health levels.

WRITTEN BY SEAN GREGORY

For all you Mountain Dew lovers out there,
be advised that this popular drink contains
Brominated Vegetable Oil, which is an industrial chemical used as a flame retardant
in plastics. This chemical has been known
to cause memory loss, nerve disorders,
behavioral problems, infertility, and lesions
of heart muscles.

Also, the caramel coloring in sodas has
two cancer causing contaminates, 2-methylimidazole and 4-methylimidazole.
16 micrograms of 4-methylimidazole is
enough to pose a cancer threat. Most popular brown sodas have 200 micrograms of
4-methylimidazole per 20 oz bottle.
You know the tangy flavor in soda? You
know how it can last so long on a store
shelf? That’s the phosphoric acid, which, if
consumed in high levels, can lead to heart
and kidney problems. Also, the fact that

The Stop LAPD Spying Coalition invites the
Los Angeles community--individuals, families, and organizations--to engage in these
hearings and take a step forward in educating the public on the systematic implementation of the surveillance state in our communities and neighborhoods.

Green tea has antioxidants that may boost the body’s ability
to burn fat and improve muscle endurance as well as protect
the body against several types of cancers, including lung, liver,
breast and ovarian. (Note: Traditionally green tea is prepared
very light, so don’t let that tea bag sit for too long.)

WRITTEN BY CARMEN VEGA

To ensure a healthy life style, one easy
step is to avoid soda. The extremely high
amounts of sugar in sodas often leads to
diabetes and obesity, but we already know
that. What you might not know is that soda
can also lead to fat build up around the
liver and skeletal muscles (which leads to
obesity and insulin resistance as well).

| DECEMBER 2013 - JANUARY 2014

Sodas in aluminum cans are even more
harmful because the cans themselves are
lined with Bisphenol A (BPA) which is
used to keep the acids in the soda from
reacting with the metal. BPA is known to
interfere with hormones and is also linked
to infertility, obesity, and diabetes.
If you look closely to the ingredients for
any soda you will notice that most of the
ingredients are derived from corn. As
much as 88% of the corn grown in the US
is genetically modified to resist toxic pesticides or ENGINEERED to create pesticides
3

within the plant itself.
Giving up the consumption of soda will
stop the unnatural aging that soda causes
and prevent cancer, liver and heart failure,
obesity internally and externally, memory
loss, the unnatural mutation of hormones
and the depravation of vital nutrients and
bone structure as well as the deterioration
of the digestive system.
I would recommend incorporating more
water (the element of life), green, red, and
black teas, and fresh squeezed fruit juices
(NOT FROM CONCENTRATE) on a daily
basis for optimal health of the mind and
body. Every now and then many people
can even have one glass of red wine, which
has antioxidants that are good for the heart
(and soul!).
Source: “9 Disturbing Facts about Soda” Rodale News | rodalenews.com.
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JORDAN DOWNS

WHY ISN’T HACLA BEING
TRANSPARENT ABOUT HEALTH
RISKS AT JORDAN DOWNS?
WRITTEN BY THELMY PEREZ

The Housing Authority of the City of Los Angeles (HACLA) seems to
be knowingly exposing its tenants, in the Jordan Downs public housing
project, to toxic substances that are harmful to human health and blatantly
lying about it.
It is unclear whether HACLA understood the extent of the contamination and the health risks posed to Jordan Downs’ residents by the three
parcels of vacant, industrially zoned, toxic land known as “the Factory” in
2008, when HACLA purchased the land for 30 million dollars. Given the
industrial zoning and the enormous cost to the public of this purchase, it is
expected that HACLA would have conducted appropriate investigations
into the toxicity of the area as part of its due diligence, prior to purchasing the land. We can also expect that, as the public agency responsible for
the 700-unit Jordan Downs public housing community surrounding the
Factory site, HACLA would also have looked into the potential impact any
issues with the land could have on its current and future tenants. What is
crystal clear is that, since at least 2009, HACLA has been thoroughly aware
of the dangerous environmental conditions at the Factory site.
Documents obtained by the Housing Collective (the Collective), through
CA Public Records Act (PRA) requests, provide proof that HACLA was
not only aware of the fact that these conditions existed at the Factory site,
but also were likely to exist, and certainly effect, the surrounding land currently occupied by Jordan Downs residents - as well as neighbors in
the surrounding Watts community. In fact, a member of HACLA’s staff
outlined the hazardous conditions at the Factory site and the potential
for those conditions to spread into the existing residential areas of Jordan Downs in a 2009 interoffice memo. After reviewing environmental
reports, commissioned years before the HACLA purchase by previous
owners of the Factory site, the staff member warned HACLA executives:
“Jordan Downs revitalization efforts will include development of other
parcels including the parcel where 700 units are currently located. It is
quite possible that these properties might also suffer from environmental
contamination and therefore might require remediation. Therefore, an
additional environmental assessment needs to be conducted.” To date this
has not happened.
Other documents surfaced by the Collective provide additional evidence
of both the pressing need for an area-wide environmental review and
HACLA’s awareness of the need to ensure the safety of current residents
of Jordan Downs and the broader Watts community. In 2010, Jordan
Downs project manager, Larry Goins wrote to the then-CEO of HACLA,
Rudy Montiel, advising him that HACLA should pursue “reasonable remedies” to protect against the spread of the toxic substances discovered by
HACLA’s own soil sampling (“Phase II”) of the Factory site . Goins suggested one of the remedies available to HACLA was to “conduct a Phase
II on the remaining JD (residential) site to determine additional impacts.
Within 30 days, results can be generated. Approx. $10,000.” That amount
is just a tiny fraction - 1% of the amount of funds HACLA has authorized
to pay consultants for redevelopment planning. In addition, HACLA
contracted environmental consultants, Mearns Consulting Inc., in 2011, to
produce a Human Health Risk Assessment (HHRA) of the Factory site.
The HHRA is a step in the assessment and remediation process that estimates the “nature and probability of adverse health effects in humans who
may be exposed to chemicals” in a contaminated environment (US EPA).
In a cover letter to the final HHRA report, Dr. Susan Mearns informed
HACLA: that “the HHRA indicates the adult and children residential
receptors have unacceptable risk estimates [to cancer causing constituents]
due to exposure to concentrations of Aroclor-1254 in the soil matrix and to
naphthalene in soil vapor.”
It is this particularly exposing report – the HHRA, – that HACLA, as well
as the State of California’s Department of Toxic Substance Control (DTSC)
– a Department of the California Environmental Protection Agency) - seem
to want to keep hidden; both public agencies withheld it from the public
records released to the Collective under the PRA. After ignoring several
requests for the HHRA, DTSC finally responded that persons interested in
reading the document could do so only in person at their Chatsworth office, 41 miles away from Jordan Downs. The Housing Collective’s organizers eventually obtained a temporary link to a PDF of the report only after
going directly to the author for access.
Over three years have passed since HACLA received the first documented
warning of potential health risks to JD residents, more than half of whom
are children below the age of 17. Additionally, while taking no steps to
warn residents of potential health risks from adjacent contaminated land,
nor evaluating the impact on land currently occupied by Jordan Downs

residents, HACLA has entered into a contract with DTSC to oversee a
“voluntary cleanup agreement” of the Factory site.
DTSC is also in charge of the public consultation processes connected
to the remediation of the Factory site. So far, this has included DTSC
holding a single public comment meeting during its review process of
HACLA’s proposed “Remediation Action Plan” (aka RAP) which details
the “chemicals of concern” (COCs) and the proposal for removing of these
COC from the sites. The RAP was only released to the public last summer – four years after HACLA first became aware of the conditions. The
first public meeting at Jordan Downs, however, wasn’t held by DTSC until
August (2013). Jordan Downs residents who attended the August meeting
expressed many concerns with the RAP, including that it was not made
available to residents other than online. They were also concerned with
the lack of information provided about the health risks associated with the
COCs, and the failure of officials to bring up the possibility of contamination on land residents currently occupy at Jordan Downs. Residents called
for an additional public meeting to discuss these, and other, critical issues.
DTSC rejected this request. However, the Housing Collective felt it was
critical for community concerns to be properly, and publicly, addressed
and met with DTSC Director Debbie Raphael during a trip to Sacramento
to raise the residents’ concerns. In September, DTSC announced that they
would hold the additional meeting to answer the questions raised in the
first meeting.
At this second meeting, secured by Jordan Downs’ residents and the
Collective, the residents who participated expressed frustration, disappointment, lack of trust and anger over DTSC’s lack of respect for the
community. Residents were also disgruntled and deeply concerned with
DTSC’s failure to address or even document the issues they were raising.
In response, DTSC claimed the meeting was an “information meeting” and
NOT an official public comment meeting. After this meeting, the burgeoning Collective Tenants’ Committee in Jordan Downs called upon DTSC’s
Directors once again, demanding an extension of the public comment
period for the RAP and another public meeting. Two extensions and an
additional public meeting were obtained through this process, giving the
community and the Collective an opportunity to engage with environmental justice advocates about the situation at Jordan Downs in advance of the
next public comment meeting.
The public comment period closed on November 20th. Along with the
Housing Collective, Los Angeles Community Action Network, National
Resources Defense Council, Center for Public Environmental Oversight,
Legal Aid Foundation of Los Angeles, Physicians for Social Responsibility-LA, National Economic and Social Rights Initiative, Los Angeles
Neighborhood Land Trust, and Strategic Actions for a Just Economy all
submitted compelling comment letters. These letters highlighted the
inconsistencies between information given by HACLA and DTSC and information found in the RAP and the HHRA, and urged DTSC to reject the
RAP, the Environmental Impact Report (EIR)and its addendum, demanding instead, an area-wide environmental study be conducted before any
further action. This area-wide study would take into account the COCs
identified in the RAP, as well as others that were not identified as COCs
but were found in soil samples. Additionally, advocates heavily criticized
HACLA and DTSC for withholding important documents like the HHRA
from the public – a document that is essential to understanding the RAP
and the health risks to residents. In flagrant breach of principles of transparency, accountability and morality, to this date, the full HHRA has not
been made public.
After spending tens of millions of public dollars to purchase, prepare and
study the Factory site for future residential use, HACLA neglected to take
measures proposed by its staff and consultants to understand and minimize potential health risks to JD residents, current and future, despite the
cost being a comparatively meager $10,000. Instead, HACLA has covered
up important documents and even blatantly misled Jordan Downs residents, allies, and the public about the health risks associated with known
and potential, but yet unknown, contamination. In October 2013, after
various community meetings in which residents themselves demanded
additional studies of the soil outside their homes, HACLA confirmed publicly that, in fact, it had not studied the soils where the current residents
live – just outside of the Factory site – HACLA printed in its Jordan Downs
Newsletter for residents: “there are low levels of materials… which can
pose health risks…There is currently no risk to residents.”
The key questions the residents and the Collective would like HACLA to
answer in relation to this unbelievable approach to residents’ health and
wellbeing is, ‘What are you hiding, HACLA and why?’

Note: DTSC is expected to make their decision on approval of the RAP
and whether they will require an area-wide study in early 2014. To get
involved, contact Thelmy Perez at lahumanrighttohousing@gmail.com or
818.835.1091.
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JORDAN DOWNS

¿ HACLA: donde esta la transparencia
sobre los riesgos a la salud en Jordan
Downs?
ESCRITO Y TRADUCIDO POR THELMY PEREZ

La Autoridad de Vivienda de la Ciudad de Los Ángeles (HACLA) parece
conscientemente exponer a sus inquilinos a sustancias tóxicas que son dañinas
para la salud humana en el proyecto de vivienda pública, Jordan Downs, y
descaradamente les ha mentido al respecto.
No está claro si la HACLA entendió el alcance de la contaminación y los
riesgos a la salud que esto representa para los residentes de Jordan Downs
cuando, en 2008 compró, por 30 millones de dólares, las tres parcelas de tierra
toxica, industrial y vacante conocidas como “la Fábrica”. Teniendo

en cuenta
la zonificación industrial y el enorme costo para el público de esta compra,
se espera que la HACLA se habría llevado a cabo investigaciones apropiadas
sobre la toxicidad de la zona como parte de su debida diligencia antes de comprar estas tierras. También podemos esperar que, siendo la agencia pública responsable por la comunidad de Jordan Downs de 700 unidades de viviendas
públicas, que rodea el sitio de la Fábrica, HACLA también habría estudiado
el potencial impacto que cualquier problema con la tierra podría tener sobre
sus inquilinos actuales y futuros. Lo que es muy claro es que, al menos desde
2009, HACLA ha sido totalmente consciente de las condiciones ambientales
peligrosas en el sitio de la Fábrica.
Documentos obtenidos por la Colectiva de Vivienda (Colectiva), a través de
las ley de Archivos Públicos de CA (PARA por sus siglas en ingles), presentan
la prueba de que HACLA no sólo estuvo consciente del hecho de que existen
estas condiciones en el sitio de la Fábrica, sino que también eran propensos
a existir, y sin duda afectar, las tierras circundantes - actualmente ocupadas
por los residentes de Jordan Downs - así como otros vecinos fuera de Jordan
Downs. De hecho, un miembro del personal de HACLA esbozó las condiciones peligrosas en la fábrica y el potencial de que esas condiciones existen entre
las zonas residenciales existentes de Jordan Downs en una carta “memo” en el
2009. Después de revisar los informes ambientales encargados años antes de la
compra, el funcionario advirtió a los ejecutivos de la HACLA : “Los esfuerzos
de revitalización de Jordan Downs incluirán el desarrollo de otras parcelas,
incluyendo la parcela donde se encuentran actualmente las 700 unidades. Es
muy posible que estas propiedades también puedan sufrir de contaminación
ambiental y por lo tanto pueden requerir limpieza. Por lo tanto, una evaluación ambiental adicional debe llevarse a cabo.” Hasta la fecha esto no ha
ocurrido.
Otros documentos obtenidos por la Colectiva proporcionan evidencia adicional tanto de la necesidad urgente de una investigación ambiental de la zona
entera, y del conocimiento de HACLA de la necesidad de garantizarles la
seguridad a los actuales residentes de Jordan Downs y la comunidad más
amplia de Watts. En 2010, Larry Goins, empleado de HACLA, le escribió al
entonces presidente ejecutivo de HACLA, Rudy Montiel , aconsejándole que
HACLA debe buscar “soluciones razonables” para proteger contra la propagación de las sustancias tóxicas descubiertas por la propia investigación (“Fase
II”) de tierras de HACLA en el sitio de la Fábrica . Goins sugirió que uno de
las soluciones disponibles a HACLA era “ llevar a cabo un estudio de fase II
en el área residencial de JD para determinar los impactos adicionales. Dentro
de 30 días, los resultados se pueden generar . Aprox. $ 10.000”. Esa cantidad
es sólo una pequeña fracción - 1% de la cantidad de fondos que HACLA ha
autorizado a pagar consultores para la planificación de la reurbanización.
Además, HACLA contrató consultores ambientales, Mearns Consulting Inc.,
en 2011, para producir una Evaluación de riesgos a la salud humana (HHRA)
del sitio de la Fábrica. El HHRA es un paso en el proceso de evaluación y
remediación que estima la “naturaleza y la probabilidad de efectos adversos
para la salud en los seres humanos que pueden estar expuestos a los químicos
“ en un ambiente contaminado ( EE.UU. EPA). En una carta de presentación
del informe HHRA final, Dr. Susan Mearns informó HACLA : que “el HHRA
indica que el adulto y los niños receptores residenciales tienen estimaciones
de riesgo inaceptables [a los mandantes que causan cáncer] debido a la exposición a concentraciones de Aroclor -1254 en la tierra y naftaleno en el vapor
de la tierra”.
Es este informe particularmente revelador - el HHRA- que HACLA, así como
el Departamento de Control de Sustancias Tóxicas (DTSC) de California (un
departamento de la Agencia de Protección Ambiental de California) - parecen
querer mantener oculto; ambas agencias públicas lo detuvieron de los archivos públicos liberados a la Colectiva bajo el PRA. Después de ignorar varias
solicitudes por el HHRA, DTSC finalmente respondió que las personas interesadas en ver el documento podrían hacerlo sólo en persona en su oficina de
Chatsworth, de 41 millas de distancia de Jordan Downs. Los organizadores de
la Colectiva finalmente obtuvieron un vínculo temporal a un PDF del informe
sólo después de ir directamente al autor para el acceso.
Más de tres años han pasado desde que HACLA recibió el primer aviso documentado de los riesgos potenciales para la salud de los residentes de JD, más
de la mitad de los cuales son niños menores de 17 años. Además de no tomar
ninguna medidas para advertir a los residentes de los posibles riesgos a su

salud por la tierra contaminada adyacente, ni evaluar el impacto sobre la tierra
actualmente ocupada por residentes de Jordan Downs, HACLA ha firmado
un contrato con DTSC para supervisar un “acuerdo de limpieza voluntario”
del sitio de la Fábrica.
DTSC también está a cargo de los procesos de consulta pública relacionados con la rehabilitación de la Fábrica. Inicialmente, esto requiere que DTSC
cumpla con una sola audiencia pública durante su proceso de revisión de la
propuesta del “ Plan de Acción para Remediación “ de HACLA (RAP, por sus
siglas en ingles) que detalla las “sustancias químicas de preocupación “ (COC,
por sus siglas en ingles) y la propuesta para remover estas sustancias fuera
del sitio. El RAP al fin fue publicado el verano pasado - cuatro años después
de que HACLA reconoció las condiciones peligrosas. La primera audiencia
pública en Jordan Downs, sin embargo, no se llevó a cabo por el DTSC hasta
agosto (2013). Los residentes de Jordan Downs que asistieron a la reunión de
agosto expresaron muchas preocupaciones con el RAP , incluyendo que no se
puso a disposición de los residentes aparte de en internet. También estaban
preocupados por la falta de información sobre los riesgos a la salud asociados con los contaminantes, y la negligencia de las autoridades de explicar la
posibilidad de que la tierra actualmente ocupada por los residentes de Jordan
Downs esté contaminada. Los residentes pidieron una audiencia pública para
discutir estos y otros temas críticos. DTSC rechazó esa petición. Sin embargo,
la Colectiva de Vivienda consideró que era importante que las preocupaciones
de la comunidad sean adecuadamente, y públicamente contestadas y se reunieron con la Directora de DTSC Debbie Rafael durante un viaje a Sacramento
para plantear las inquietudes de los residentes. En septiembre, DTSC anunció
que iban a organizar la reunión adicional para responder a las preguntas planteadas en la primera reunión.
En esta segunda reunión, garantizada por los residentes de Jordan Downs y
la Colectiva, los residentes que participaron expresaron su frustración, decepción, falta de confianza y la ira por la falta de respeto a la comunidad por
DTSC. Los residentes también estaban descontentos y profundamente preocupados por el hecho de que DTSC no quiso tratar ni documentar las cuestiones
que estaban surgiendo. En respuesta, DTSC reclamó que la reunión fue una
“reunión informativa” y no una audiencia pública oficial. Después de esta
reunión, el creciente Comité de la Colectiva en Jordan Downs hizo un llamamiento a los administradores de DTSC, una vez más, exigiendo una extensión
del período de comentarios públicos sobre el RAP y otra audiencia pública.
Dos extensiones y una audiencia pública adicional se obtuvieron a través de
este proceso, dándole a la comunidad y la Colectiva la oportunidad de involucrarse con los defensores de la justicia ambiental sobre la situación en Jordan
Downs antes de la próxima audiencia pública.
El período para comentarios del público cierro el 20 de noviembre. Junto con
la Colectiva de Vivienda , los siguientes grupos: Los Angeles Community Action Network, National Resources Defense Council, Center for Public Environmental Oversight, Legal Aid Foundation of Los Angeles, Physicians for
Social Responsibility-LA, National Economic and Social Rights Initiative, Los
Angeles Neighborhood Land Trust, and Strategic Actions for a Just Economy
todos presentaron cartas de comentarios publicos. Estas cartas destacaron
las inconsistencias entre la información dada por la HACLA y DTSC y la
información que se encuentra en el RAP y el HHRA y le suplicaron a DTSC a
rechazar el RAP y el informe de impacto ambiental (EIR) y su apéndice, exigiendo en su lugar, un estudio de impacto ambiental de la zona entera antes
de que cualquier otra medida. Este estudio de la zona entera tendría en cuenta
los químicos de preocupación identificados en el RAP, así como otros que no
fueron identificados como químicos de preocupación, pero fueron encontrados en las muestras de la tierra. Además, los activistas fuertemente criticaron
HACLA y DTSC por la retención de documentos importantes como el HHRA
del público - un documento que es esencial para la comprensión del RAP y
los riesgos de salud a los residentes. En flagrante violación de los principios
de transparencia, responsabilidad y moralidad, hasta esta fecha, el HHRA
completo no se ha hecho público.
Después de gastar decenas de millones de dólares públicos para comprar,
preparar y estudiar el sitio de la Fábrica para el futuro uso residencial,
HACLA omitió tomar medidas propuestas por su personal y consultores
para entender y reducir los posibles riesgos a la salud de los residentes de JD,
actuales y futuros, a pesar de que el costo hubiera sido un escaso $10.000. En
cambio, HACLA ocultó documentos importantes e incluso descaradamente
engañó residentes de Jordan Downs, sus aliados, y al público sobre los riesgos
de salud asociados con los conocidos y potenciales, pero aún desconocidos
, químicos peligrosos. En octubre de 2013, después de varias reuniones con
la comunidad en la que los propios residentes exigieron estudios adicionales
de las tierras fuera de sus hogares, HACLA confirmó públicamente que, de
hecho, no había estudiado las tierras donde los residentes actuales viven - en
las afueras de la Fábrica - HACLA escribió en su Boletín para los residentes de
Jordan Downs: “ hay bajos niveles de materiales ... lo que puede plantear riesgos para la salud ... Actualmente no hay ningún riesgo para los residentes”.
Las principales preguntas que los residentes y la Colectiva quisieran que
HACLA contestan en relación a esta increíble estrategia con respeto a la salud
y bienestar de los residentes es: ‘¿Qué estás escondiendo, HACLA y por qué? ‘
Nota: Se espera que DTSC va a tomar su decisión sobre la aprobación de la RAP y
si van a requerir un estudio de toda la area a principios de 2014. Si desea participar, póngase en contacto Thelmy Pérez en lahumanrighttohousing@gmail.com o
818.835.1091.
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Take Back the Night and the
Downtown Women’s Needs Assessment
WRITTEN BY DEBORAH BURTON

The Downtown Women’s Action Coalition (DWAC) has been very
busy the past few months. 2013 was another great year for DWAC,
and we’ve finished it off strong with our annual Take Back the Night
Event and Downtown Women’s Needs Assessment.
On October 29, Take Back the Night began at LA CAN with t-shirt
making and everyone coming together in sisterhood to stop violence
against women in our community, city and world. Soon after the
march began as we made our way through Skid Row - stopping at
key areas in the community (like San Julian Park) to recruit others
to join us and so that women could give personal testimony, read a
poem, or sing a song. As always, the march concluded at the Downtown Women’s Center, where both men and women formed a safe
space for individuals to share their stories of violence, survival, and
perseverance during an open mic. Take Back the Night is always a
highlight for DWAC, and this year was no different.
On November 16, DWAC implemented its Downtown Women’s
Needs Assessment survey, a project started in 2001. The goal is to
help local organizations track changes to community demographics,
document feedback on local services, and brainstorm ideas for new
services that might help the community. Additionally, it provides
reliable statistics to attract political, media and donor attention to the
struggles of women living in Skid Row.

The women and men of DWAC march through Skid Row and Take Back the Night.

Reclama la Noche y la Encuesta Para
las Necesidades de las Mujeres del
Centro

Over the years, critical information about needs of women who live
in Skid Row has been gathered. One year, for example, we learned
that 7 out of 10 women surveyed had experienced violence at some
time in her life, which led to anti-violence workshops in the community. Survey feedback another year led to a family law attorney
working at LA CAN and the Downtown Women’s Center.

ESCRITO POR DEBORAH BURTON | TRADUCIDO POR THELMY PEREZ

This year was particularly exciting because we had the largest group
of volunteers that we’ve ever had. On the morning of November 16,
groups set out to various locations throughout the Skid Row community (James M. Wood Center, Central City Church, LA CAN, Volunteers of America, Hippie Kitchen, etc.) to survey as many women as
possible. The day turned out great as we conducted a record number
of surveys.

La Coalición de Acción de Mujeres del Centro ( DWAC ) ha estado muy
ocupada los últimos meses. El 2013 ha sido otro gran año para DWAC, y
hemos concluido fuertemente con nuestro evento “Reclama La Noche” y
con la encuesta de Necesidades de Mujeres del Centro.
El 29 de octubre, el evento “Reclama La Noche” comenzó en LA CAN con
la decoración de camisetas y todos reuniéndose en hermandad para poner
alto a la violencia contra las mujeres en nuestra comunidad, la ciudad y el
mundo. Poco después que la marcha comenzó, hicimos nuestro camino a
través de Skid Row - parando en lugares claves de la comunidad (como
el parque San Julian) para reclutar a otras a unirse a nosotros y para que
las mujeres pudieran dar su testimonio, leer un poema o cantar una canción. Como siempre, la marcha concluyó en el Centro de las Mujeres del
Centro, donde los hombres y las mujeres formaron un espacio seguro para
que las personas compartan sus historias de violencia, la supervivencia y
perseverancia durante una sesión de “micrófono abierto”. Como siempre,
Reclama La Noche es un evento importante para DWAC, y este año no fue
diferente.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

Desde 2001, DWAC ha realizado una encuesta de las necesidades de las
mujeres del Centro, una encuesta realizada con 200-300 mujeres que viven
en la comunidad del Centro de Los Angles. El objetivo es ayudarles a las
organizaciones a conocer de los cambios en la demografía de la comunidad, documentar las opiniones sobre los servicios locales, y crear ideas
para nuevos servicios que pueden ayudar a la comunidad. Además, proporciona unas estadísticas fiables para atraer la atención de los políticos,
medios de comunicación y de los donantes a las luchas de las mujeres que
viven en Skid Row.
Con los años, información crítica acerca de las necesidades de las mujeres
que viven en Skid Row se ha recopilado. Un año, por ejemplo, nos enteramos de que 7 de cada 10 mujeres encuestadas habían sufrido violencia en
algún momento de su vida, lo que resultó en talleres contra la violencia
en la comunidad. Comentarios de la encuesta en otro año resultó en una
clínica legal de abogados de derechos de familia en el Centro de Mujeres
del Centro.
Este año fue particularmente emocionante porque tuvimos el mayor grupo
de voluntarios que jamás hemos tenido. Así que en la mañana del 16 de
noviembre, los grupos se salieron a varias localidades de la comunidad de
Skid Row (El Centro James M. Wood, La Iglesia Central City, LA CAN,
Volunteers of America, Hippie Kitchen, etc.) para encuestar a la mayor
cantidad de mujeres posible. El día resultó ser genial como realizamos un
número récord de encuestas.

continúa en la página 11
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Left: Supporters of the Greater West Hollywood Food Coalition stand in solidarity at the October 30 Action; Right: Supporters of a CA Homeless Bill of Rights
and the Right to Share Food gather before their November 27 march to Pershing Square.
Continued from page 1

The rally concluded with a skit that reenacted the story of Nelly,
a 92 year-old woman who was pushed out of Pershing Square for
serving sandwiches to homeless folks. At the same time, however,
the Farmer’s Market at Pershing Square continues to serve the interests of higher-income downtowners (they don’t even accept EBT
cards). This contradiction must be resolved, and a Homeless Bill of
Rights would help to do just that.

Community Rallies in Response to City Council
Attack on the Right to Share Food
Groups across the city organized immediately and mobilized at an
October 16 Public Works and Gang Reduction Committee hearing
to challenge residents and business owners who were present to
support outdoor feeding restrictions. Those who were present in
support of the Right to Share Food were able to convince the Council Committee to hold the motion until reports are produced from a
number of government agencies, including the LA County Department of Public Health and LAPD.

The movement to ensure the Right to Share Food in Los Angeles
is upheld grew even more in a demonstration held in Hollywood
on December 14. Several hundred people marched and shared the
message of protecting civil rights along Hollywood Boulevard, in
an action organized by the Monday Night Mission.

Soon after the Committee hearing, LA CAN and other HBR endorsers organized a vigil in support of GWHFC on October 30. Over
50 supporters present at the action were able to see firsthand that
many of the violations and accusations brought forward by residents were untrue. First of all, the food line exists in an industrial
area that is at least 3 full city blocks in any direction from a residential area. The only “neighbors” encountered were employees of
businesses in concrete buildings. Secondly, GWHFC has an extremely well organized operation that includes thorough cleaning
and sanitization measures and a person keeping everyone out of the
street and on the sidewalk with a flashlight. Additionally, there are
other critical services provided at the site, like a mobile medical van
and legal services.

As a result of the numerous local actions and related local and
national press coverage, LaBonge seems to be backing off his push
for a ban. We can’t stop now. This motion must be stopped and we
must uplift the Right to Share Food for all! Of course, even when
this motion is defeated, the battle is not over. We must continue to
fight for a California Homeless Bill of Rights and to protect the civil
rights of ALL residents.
To get involved in the Homeless Bill of Rights Campaign, come
to the LA CAN Civil Rights Committee meeting every Monday at
1:00 pm at 530 S. Main St.

The opposition continued to build and was exercised in a march
on November 27, the day before Thanksgiving, when all kinds of
politicians, business leaders, and volunteers come out to serve food
with poor and homeless residents. About 100 people marched to
call attention to the fact that these holiday programs and their “celebrity” volunteers get praised for serving poor and homeless folks
turkey legs while smiling for the media - as if poor and homeless
folks only eat once a year. It was therefore important to come out in
support of the Homeless Bill of Rights and say to everyone that the
Right to Share food must be protected 365 days a year, not just on
Holidays.
The march went from St. Francis Center on Washington and Hope
Streets to Pershing Square. St. Francis was chosen as the starting
point because the area has recently become a target of LAPD - with
homeless folks regularly being harassed, receiving tickets, and having their property threatened to be taken away. After rallying and
a brief intro for those present and the news cameras on hand, the
group made their way through downtown, gathering signatures for
a petition supporting the Right to Share Food and the full Homeless
Bill of Rights and chanting “We need food, everyday, don’t legislate
our lives away.”
During one of the stops on the march, Joe Thomas, a homeless
veteran, talked about the daily trials that he and others have to go
through just to rest, eat, and exist (see page 10 for more of Joe’s
comments). When the group arrived at Pershing Square, Ramona, a
South Central resident, spoke passionately about hunger not being
a crime and scolding politicians for allowing people to serve food
on holidays but criminalizing anyone doing the same thing during
the rest of the year.
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It’s Only My Opinion

OPINION

WRITTEN BY AL SABO

Pershing Square: I recently attended a meeting held at the Biltmore
Hotel that dealt with the future of Pershing Square. The multiple
choice questionnaire they passed out was so skewed that the only
conclusions you could reach were the ones that they wanted you
to reach. It was the only public hearing I ever attended where no
one was given a voice to express their opinions. Get it right, Pershing Square Task Force. Functionality is always better than aesthetic beauty. Rock gardens and indigenous plants are for no one.
They only provide photo ops for tourists. Grass, shade trees, park
benches and picnic tables will lead families to the park. Sometimes
less is more (and less costly too).
Councilmember Tom LaBonge: How Hollywood’s Councilmember
had the audacity to participate in this year’s Hollywood Christmas
Parade is beyond me. It might have been acceptable if he were in
a car with other Hollywood notables like the Grinch, Mr. Potter
and Scrooge. He proved himself to be the most despicable person
not only in Hollywood but in the entire city. His efforts to stop
the right of good samaritans to distribute food to the poor is not
only unconscionable, but most likely unconstitutional as well. No
city ordinance will or can stop me from helping the less fortunate
whenever I can.
U.S. Penal System: The system is broken. It was never intended
to create life sentences, but that’s what exactly what it has done.
Everyone agrees: Commit the crime and you must do the time.
It doesn’t end there, however. You become what Merle Haggard
called a “Branded Man.” If a man can’t find work because he’s
branded, he still must eat and his only way to survive is to go back
to crime, which only leads to recidivism. This is why when your
time is done, your criminal record should be exponged. Do the
crime, do the time, and then start anew.
Bankrupting Detroit: When Michigan’s Republican Governor and
his self appointed, hand picked City Manager of Detroit filed the
largest municipal bankruptcy in our country’s history, they knew
exactly what they were doing. They were simply protecting the
assets of the wealthy. Under bankruptcy laws, banks and corporations are paid first. What’s left over might eventually trickle down
to the city employees who dedicated their lives to the city and its
citizens. There is no guarantee that will happen though.
Walk A Mile In My Shoes: That’s exactly what the former Police
Commissioner of NYC was forced to do when he was sentenced
to three years in prison on fraud charges. Once a strong advocate

Homeless Veterans - Still on the
Frontlines
WRITTEN BY GERARDO GOMEZ

As we celebrated Veterans Day in November, we must not forget
the thousands of homeless veterans that are in our communities.
They may not get the special treatment, or be asked to join in a parade, but like every other soldier, they put in their time and energy
and deserve to be recognized. I am always amazed at how people
can “support” the troops or have campaigns to bring the troops
home. But when those troops come back to the United States, they
become unknown soldiers. This is especially the case with homeless vets who have given their commitment to fight for this country
only to see their country not fight for them.
We have seen too many homeless veterans on our streets. We have
seen a lot of our soldiers come back from war torn countries and
not be given the proper care to deal with Post-Traumatic Stress.
Instead of thanking our veterans for putting their lives at risk, we
have seen this country turn their backs on them. We can continue
to have Veterans Day as a holiday, but what good is that if it’s only
to be used as a photo opportunity for the President or any other
politician?
Let’s really honor our Veterans by taking care of our homeless
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of mandatory sentences, he now has a different opinion. Giving
a man a second chance through education and training is a much
better tool than incarceration. He too now understands that being a
branded man is a life sentence. How can anyone go straight if he’s
never given a second chance?
Ronald Reagan: He often said, “Pull yourself up by your own boot
straps.” He was so out of touch with reality that he didn’t understand that the average man could not afford a pair of shoes let
alone a pair of Reagan’s $500 boots. Two of our biggest problems
today can be directly attributed to Ronald Reagan. Both homelessness and mental health issues can be laid on his doorstep. By
cutting billions from the Department of Housing and Urban Development, he guaranteed that homelessness would mushroom. And
when he cut funding for mental health services he set the state for
prison overcrowding.
Just Say No: No, I’m not referring to Republicans in Congress. I’m
referring to Nancy Reagan’s feeble message on how to prevent
teen pregnancies when sex is so prevalent in our every day lives.
Saying no may work once or twice, but human desires will prevail
in the end. All creatures are driven by procreation. Without that
drive humankind would become extinct. Just saying no doesn’t
work.
Trickle Down Economics: Even the new Pope, Francis, has concluded that not only does it not work, but it leads to idolatry of
money as well. He further stated that the poor are still waiting for
the money to trickle down to them. Something is morally wrong
when the upper 2% own 50% of the wealth in this country, which
is greatest disparity of wealth the nation has seen since the time
prior to the Great Depression.
Abraham Lincoln: In his Gettysburg Address, which recently
celebrated its 150th Anniversary, President Lincoln pondered
whether the nation of the people, by the people and for the people
could endure. He understood that the people meant ALL people,
not only white people and the wealthy. His words resounded as
if a premonition to the death of capitalism. He realized that if this
nation were to endure , all must share in this country’s virtues and
wealth. When all have a pice of the pie or an equitable share of the
wealth, we all do better (even the wealthy!). If we are to endure,
socialism is the path we need to follow.
These are only my personal opinions. If you want to agree with or
counter these positions, send your comments to The Community
Connection, Attn: Al 530 S. Main St. 90013

veterans, especially women. The general public has a perception
that women who are veterans are nurses, file paperwork and not
engaged in combat. That is what mainstream media wants us to
think about women in uniform. The truth is that women soldiers
are also on the front lines. They have also given their fair share,
but when they come back to their communities, they realize that
resources for women veterans are very scarce, which is a tragedy
in itself. Even worse, too many women in the military have to deal
with Military Sexual Trauma (MST) as well.
The Veteran’s Administration has unveiled a 5 year plan to End
Veteran Homelessness. While that may sound nice, we have to
wait and see. The problem with all these “strategic” plans to end
homelessness is that every city and state practically has one. It’s
basically lip service in my eyes. I have seen too many strategic
plans to end homelessness come and go without actually addressing the issues.
A 5 year plan to End Veterans Homelessness is like saying the
United States in 5 years will stop invading and occupying countries around the world. It’s not going to happen. I wish we can end
Veteran Homelessness in 5 years. I wish the United States would
stop invading and occupying countries. But we have to be realistic.
It’s not going to happen.
In the mean time, however, let’s not forget our brothers and sisters
in the streets who continue to be on the front lines.
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Hold the Press!
William Bratton’s Return as NYC’s
“Top Cop”
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OPINION

WRITTEN BY PETE WHITE

To say that William Bratton’s return to the New York Police Department is troublesome would be an understatement. His reinstatement highlights the shockingly short institutional memory of
politicians eager to use Bratton’s well developed media appeal.
Unfortunately, beyond the headlines and soundbites, Bratton’s
true impact comes at the expense of poor communities of color.
Upon announcement of his return to the position of NYC’s “top
cop” there has been nothing short of an all-out media fawning for
the wolf in sheep’s clothing. Oddly, Los Angeles has been used
to justify and prop-up why he is worthy of returning to his East
Coast throne. But missing are the readily available facts that paint
the real picture of Bratton’s reign in Los Angeles.
For example, a December 6, 2013 Dennis Hamill article in the
New York Daily News amounts to nothing more than a fluff piece
(non-critical evaluation of things sputtered by Bratton) that simply
allows the new Commissioner to control the narrative. In one especially bothersome and long quote Bratton is allowed to talk about
(1) how he supports and utilized stop and frisk in Los Angeles and
(2) how it was not focused on “good kids on the way home from
school or work.”
A simple internet search would have led Hamill to the extensive
campaign organized by the Labor/Community Strategy Center’s
Community Rights Campaign, which has led a multi-year effort
to stop the ticketing and harassment of these “good kids” going to
and from school–a policy ushered in by Chief Bratton and another
manifestation of his celebrated stop and frisk strategy. In fact, a

staggering 47,000 tickets were issued from 2004-2009 to predominantly African American and Latino students.
In addition to the assault on our youth, the predominantly Black
Skid Row community in Downtown LA knows all too well the
impact of Bratton in their community. During the first three years
of Bratton’s Safer Cities Initiative, LAPD wrote 36,000 tickets and
made 27,000 arrests within a 50-square block area with a population of 13,000 – 15,000 predominantly Black people. LA CAN members and other community residents have long organized against
the initiative and advocated for its end - many times at the risk of
their personal safety. They have confronted and protested Bratton in public meetings and have co-authored and participated in
numerous studies and community-based assessments showing the
human rights violations perpetrated by former Chief Bratton.
Hamill could have just searched the LA Times and would have
found extensive coverage on the Community Rights Campaign, LA
CAN and many others who fought back against Bratton’s repressive and racist policing. Or he could have simply picked up the
phone and made a few calls to those who were working on the
ground in poor communities of color under Bratton’s tenure in
LA to ensure journalistic integrity was applied. But it’s not just
Hamill’s article.
There has been a wave of articles since Chief Bratton’s reinstatement in New York and very few of them have been critical of his
record in Los Angeles. Instead, we have been bombarded with
Bratton quotes and politically connected civil rights advocates’ assertions that have nothing to do with the realities in our communities. The Community Connection, as a community-based newspaper, hopes to set the record straight as the “Bratton media express”
rolls out its fabricated versions of Los Angeles policing because the
record should be clear and authentic.

Stand Your Ground

ous physical injury or death. In the case of Trayvon Martin, Mr.
Zimmerman said that the sixteen year old boy was hitting him,
so he shot and killed the boy. That response seems unreasonable,
disproportionate, and certainly not justified by California’s “stand
your ground” laws.

WRITTEN BY JOHN RAPHLING

In the wake of the killing of Trayvon Martin and the subsequent
trial in which a jury acquitted his killer, many people have criticized Florida’s “stand your ground” laws. The essence of the
“stand your ground” law is that a person who is attacked has the
right to self-defense and does not have to retreat, even if retreat
is possible. Trayvon Martin’s killer claimed that he was attacked,
and that he killed in self-defense. (I did not watch any of the trial
and do not know if that was the actual defense he used in court.
“Stand your ground” was raised in his defense in the media.)

California’s self-defense laws, including “stand your ground,”
apply as much to defense of our own selves as to defense of others. If someone is attacking a friend of ours or even just a person
we see on the streets, we have as much right to use reasonable
force against the attacker to protect that person as we do to protect
ourselves.
The benefit of the “stand your ground” law is that it allows us to
protect ourselves from an attacker and does not require us to run
away. It reflects the reality that running away from an attacker
often encourages the attacker to attack us again or encourages others to attack us, or otherwise makes us weaker. We should not be
forced to give up our right to self-defense and made to run away.

Many advocates for racial equality and civil rights now have called
for repeal of “stand your ground” laws, noting that many states
have them. Before changing a law, it is important to understand it
fully and to understand whether its repeal would improve or harm
the cause of justice.

Criticism of “stand your ground” is misguided. It is essential to
our right of self-defense. Of greater concern in the Trayvon Martin case is that Mr. Zimmerman appears to have justified treating
a sixteen year old boy as a criminal based on nothing more than
his skin color; that the police department conducted an investigation that seemed designed to help Mr. Zimmerman prove his
innocence; that a jury with no black members decided that it was
reasonable for him to shoot an unarmed teenage boy. These are
greater societal problems that we need to address. We should not,
however, address them by limiting our right to defend ourselves.

California has a version of “stand your ground.” It is part of the
common law rules of self-defense and has been in place since at
least the 1800’s.* California jury instructions, which define the law
for juries deciding criminal cases, give the clearest explanation of
our “stand your ground” laws: A person who is being attacked
“is not required to retreat. He or she is entitled to stand his or
her ground and defend himself or herself … until the danger has
passed.” (CalCrim 3470. See also CalJic 5:50.) California’s law allows the person attacked to actually pursue the attacker until the
attacker no longer poses a danger. We have no duty to run away,
even if it would be easier and safer to run away than to stand up
and defend ourselves.

In the next issue, this column will address the question of whether
or not we have the right of self-defense when the police are our
attackers.

However, any force used in self-defense must be reasonable. It
must be proportional to the threat of force against us. Therefore,
“stand your ground” does not allow us to kill somebody who
attacks us unless deadly force is necessary and reasonable. In
other words, if someone punches us, we are not allowed to use
that punch as an excuse to kill that person—unless we have good
reason to believe that the attack with fists is going to cause us seri-

*People v. Hecker (1895) 109 Cal. 451, 463
Disclaimer: This column provides a very general and incomplete explanation of basic legal principles, and may not apply to the specific facts of
your case. Please consult an attorney concerning you particular
situation.
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Remembering Me on Thanksgiving
and Christmas

Late One Night
WRITTEN BY CAROLYN SCHAUGAARD

WRITTEN BY GERARDO GOMEZ

Late one night in the month of June
I was feeling small, hating all
And pleading for sleep.
When suddenly appeared
Before me a man in green about
Three inches tall
Who seemed to glow
Like a ballroom ball.
Behind him was a man
With a snout
Who seemed to shrug
From this man in green
Who had a gleam.

You see me sleeping on the streets.
You give me money instead of something to eat.
I ask myself if you gave me the money to help me
or because it makes you feel good.
Whatever your intention was, I don’t know.
You see sometimes I don’t need money.
I just want someone to talk to me.
But I know it’s easier for you to give me money
than to shake my hand.
I also know that you only feed me on two occasions:
Thanksgiving and Christmas.
Why can’t you feed me on any other day?
I am hungry everyday just like you
unlike you most of these days I don’t eat.

To make a long story short
That man in green was preparing
Me for Satan’s please
He has a lot of power and I must
Say I never will forget that man
In green who had a gleam
Who appeared to me
Late one night on that June day,
Father above thank you for
Sparing me and giving this to me.

I will admit that my best meal
comes when you feed me on these two occasions.
I wish it could happen more often,
but I know that you only remember me on these two days.
Now that I have shared with you what’s on my mind
I hope you will look at me in a different way.
Maybe now you won’t be scared to talk to me
Maybe you will be kind enough to feed me on a day
that is not Thanksgiving or Christmas.

ABUSE, NO!
EMPOWERMENT, YES!
WRITTEN BY CHERYL WILLARD

With a Little Food From My Friends

No longer I’m such a fool
No longer believe in you
Your breathing and kissing on my neck,
no longer has an effect
Your lies no longer make me cry
Your abundance of guilt you try to manuscript
no longer works
Because this woman smartened up!
ABUSE, NO! EMPOWERMENT, YES!
ABUSE, NO! EMPOWERMENT, YES!

LYRICS BY SEAN GREGORY

What would you do if I walked up to you
and said that I’m really hungry?
Hand me some bread so I don’t fall down dead,
I won’t throw my plate in the street.
I get by with a little food from friends.
I won’t die with a little food from my friends.
Do you want to help us along?
Come and sing this resilient song.
If you’re a cop will you try not to stop to harass the people feeding?
Don’t pull out your book and write some tickets for 41.18(D).
I get by with a little food from my friends.
I won’t die with a little food from my friends.
I’ll survive with a little food from my friends.
Would you like to join us my friend?
We’ll stand up and fight this until the end.
Hand out some food, we will not be rude
and we’ll throw our trash all away.
We’re hungry right now plus we need to survive,
not just on a holiday.
I get by with a little food from my friends.
I won’t die with a little food from my friends;
I’ll survive with little food from my friends
Do you want to help us succeed?
It’s not a crime to go out and feed.
Food is a right we’ll continue to fight until you see it our way.
Until we have won and the hunger
has stopped we refuse to just go away.
The system is wrong so we’re singing this song
for ideas that we’re here to portray.
Our efforts aren’t through so we will continue
to fight against this charade

WHAT IF?
WRITTEN BY JOE THOMAS

Imagine, if you will, that you are abandoned. You seek
shelter, food and rest, legal counsel hygiene care, but
where? You have just crossed over into the LaBonge zone.
Here, hunger sets in and you wish to eat, but to do so is to
break the law! You wish to sit and have a rest, but that violates the rules. You are homeless, and you have no rights,
dignity or respect.
We all have human rights, but right now there are those
that are trying to take them away from us – the forgotten,
the unhoused, those who have no place in society.
This is why the California Homeless Bill of Rights Campaign is so important. We must destroy these bigotries and
protect the rights of all – those housed as well as unhoused.
We want to be able to rest, sleep, share food, have a right to
an attorney if being prosecuted – we want the same rights
as everyone else.
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Until We Meet at the Crossroads:
Rest in Peace Nathan “Blue” Bracy
WRITTEN BY GENERAL DOGON

Skid Row recently lost a true legend - a brother that stretched his roots
from the bottoms of Skid Row to the cool breeze and ocean waters of
Venice Beach. Nathan, better known as “Blue”, lived in the Sanborn
Hotel for the last 3 decades. He loved Skid Row and Skid Row loved him
back.
A bongo player, Blue was a musical genius in his own way. He was a
member of the Skid Row drummers, a hood drum circle that plays regularly during Art Walk in front of LA CAN. He was also a founder of the
drum circle at Venice Beach.
But on the everyday tip Blue was a laid back brother you could catch
relaxing on Main Street playing a drum with his overalls on. He was a
true soldier that spoke out against injustice and worked to keep peace in
the hood. He’ll be truly missed.
Here is what other Skid Row community members had to say about
Blue:
“Blue was a solid guy I knew for years. I’m going to miss him sitting on
Main Street playing the drums” - Jodie
“We speak a lot about folks being legends, but brother Blue was a real
one.” - Robert
“He was a quiet, humble man, but when the time called for a voice from
the community, he always stepped up and was a peaceful mediator.
Thanks, Blue.” - Ana
“I, Waterhouse, have traveled around the world, and I’ve met many
people. Blue was a man of love, dignity, and justice - a true musician. He
was very humble and meek in his everyday life, which drove people of
all classes, colors and creeds to love and respect him. His love for God
was overwhelming, and his life and legacy will live on. One Love, Blue.”
- Waterhouse
Continued from page 6

Viene de la página 6

Take Back the Night and the Downtown Women’s
Needs Assessment

Reclama la Noche y la Encuesta Para las Necesidades
de las Mujeres del Centro

Here is what one of our volunteers, Ariana Alcaraz, had to say about
the day:

Esto es lo que una de nuestras voluntarias, Ariana Alcaraz, tenía
que decir sobre el día:

“I had a great time participating in the DWAC Women’s Needs Assessment last month. In the short time I had, I was able to survey all
the women I spoke to except for one who was on her way to work. It
was obvious that this was something ALL women in downtown appreciated because they understand the need for more resources and
programs made specifically for women in the downtown and Skid
Row neighborhoods. What was beautiful about the conversations
with the several women I spoke to was they had the entire community of women in mind when answering. So although an issue didn’t
pertain to them individually, they spoke up and supported programs
to address the needs of sex workers and women in abusive relationships and creating MORE safe spaces for women in downtown,
because you can never have too many of those. Also, it was brought
to my attention the needs for undocumented women who do not
have access to a lot of the resources and programs already available
because of the language barrier or the lack of documentation. The
survey did mention questions about children but many women who
have children in the Skid Row neighborhood are threatened by Department of Children and Family Services and even though there are
a few safe spaces for women, they don’t allow children so it’s hard to
find a place where women AND children can be indoors and get off
the streets. Look forward to next year!”

“Me gusto mucho participar en la encuesta de necesidades de las
mujeres del Centro. En el poco tiempo que tenía, tuve la oportunidad de encuestar a todas las mujeres con las que hablé con la excepción de una que estaba en camino a su trabajo. Era obvio que esto
era algo que todas las mujeres en el Centro aprecia porque entienden la necesidad de más recursos y programas hechos específicamente para las mujeres en el Centro y Skid Row. Lo que era bello en
las conversaciones con las varias mujeres con las que hablé fue que
tenían toda la comunidad de las mujeres en mente al contestar. Así
que, aunque un problema no les pertenecua a ellas individualmente,
hablaron y apoyaron programas para atender las necesidades de
las trabajadoras del sexo y las mujeres en relaciones abusivas y la
creación de más espacios seguros para las mujeres en el Centro
- porque nunca podemos tener suficientes de estos. Además, me
llamaron la atención a las necesidades de las mujeres indocumentadas que no tienen acceso a una gran cantidad de los recursos y
programas que ya están disponibles debido a la barrera del idioma
o la falta de documentación. La encuesta mencionó preguntas acerca
de los niños, pero muchas mujeres que tienen hijos en el vecindario
se ven amenazadas por el Departmento de los Servicios Para Niños
y Familias y aunque hay algunos espacios seguros para mujeres, no
permiten niños por lo que es difícil encontrar un lugar donde las
mujeres y sus hijos pueden estar bajo un techo y protegidas de las
calles. ¡Espero con anticipación el próximo año! “

In the next few months we will be calculating the results of the
survey and ultimately writing a report on the findings, which will
serve to help improve policies and programs that impact the lives of
women in Skid Row.

En los próximos meses vamos a calcular los resultados de la encuesta y, finalmente, redactar un informe sobre los resultados que servirá para ayudar a mejorar las políticas y los programas que afectan
a las vidas de las mujeres en Skid Row.
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2013 Photos: The Struggle for Human Rights in Skid Row, South LA, and Beyond
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1. Naomi of the LA Human Right to Housing Collective’s Flower St. Committee speaks at a press conference after residents organized to prevent a developer from
purchasing and converting a 33-unit apartment in South L.A.; 2. LA CAN’s Dirty Divide Report detailing the inequality in trash and bathroom services in Downtown; 3. In Sacramento for Hunger Action Day; 4. Folks gather for the Southern CA Homeless Bill of Rights Campaign Launch; 5. Team Food members take part in
the Rooftop Garden’s Spring Planting; 6. A City-wide Coalition at City Hall to defeat the Community Care Facilities Ordinance; 7. General Dogon with Assemblymember Tom Ammiano speaking before the Assembly’s Judiciary Committee; 8. A memorial at the site of where LAPD shot and killed community member Kenny
Williams; 9. Outside the courthouse celebrating the not guilty verdict in the unjust case against Deborah Burton; 10. Another successful and powerful Vagina Monologues performance; 11. The LA Human Right to Housing Collective gathers for a meeting and leadership development training; 12. Tabling in Pershing Square
to ensure that the space remains accessible to all people; 13. Alize sets up at the Pueblo Del Rio Community Market; 14. Testifying at the LAPD Commission; 15.
Resident Aazim Muhammad spoke out at a public meeting organized by LA CAN regarding the Skid Row TB scare in March.
fas

Civil Rights Committee Meetings - Every Monday at 1pm at LA CAN
Housing Committee Meetings - Every Monday at 10:30am at LA CAN
Downtown Women’s Action Coalition Meetings Second Tuesday of every month at 3:30pm at LA CAN
Team Food and Garden Meetings First and Third Thursday of every month at 10:30 am at LA CAN
Pueblo Del Rio Tenant Committee Meetings Second Wednesday of every month at 5:30pm at James Slauson Park Center

Community Calendar
The LA CAN offices will be closed
from December 21, 2013 to
January 2, 2014.
To contact LA CAN or find out more
about our work and how to support
us, write or visit us online:
530 S. Main Street, Ground Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90013
(213) 228-0024
www.cangress.org

WEBSITE
cangress.wordpress.org
BLOG
BECOME A
FAN OF LA CAN
SEND US A TWEET
@LACANetwork

Editorial Policy:
The Community Connection is a street newspaper and a member of the North American
Street Newspaper Association and the International Network of Street Papers. The Los
Angeles Community Action Network (LA CAN) is a membership organization comprised
of low-income, homeless and formerly homeless residents living in Downtown and South
Los Angeles, and surrounding communities. LA CAN’s staff and core members write many
articles that appear in the Community Connection. These generally appear without a byline,
attributed to LA CAN as a collective.
Articles by contributors who are not LA CAN core members and/or personal
opinion/experience articles receive a byline. These articles do not necessarily represent the
views, opinions and perspectives of the Los Angeles Community Action Network.
All articles and artwork may be reproduced with permission only;
please contact Pete White @ (213) 228-0024 or petew@cangress.org.
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